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Speech of Mr. Webster. 

ON THE NEW LOAN BILL. 
[FromHouston'*Report*.] In Senate,March 23. 

Mr.President : On Friday a bill passed 
the Senate for the raising of Ten llegiments 
of new troops for the farther prosecution of 
the war against Mexico ; and we hsve been 
intorined, that the measure is shortly to be 
followed, in this branch of the Legislature, 
by a bill to raise twenty regiments of volun- 
teers for the same service. I was desirous, 
Sir, on Friday, to express my opinion against 
the object of those bills—against the sup- 
posed necessity which leads to their enact- 

ment, and against the general policy which 
they are appearantly designed to promote.— 
Circumstances personal to myself, but beyond 
my control, compelled me to forego on that 
day the execution of this design. The bill 
now before the Senate is a measure for raising 
money to meet the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, and to provide the means as well for 
other things ns for the pay and support of 
these thirty regiments. 

air, the scenes through which we have pas- 
sed, and are passing here, are various. For 
a lortnight the world supposes us to have 
been occupied with the ratification of a Treaty 
of Peace, and that within these walls— 

“The world shut out ”— 
notes of peace—hopes of peace—nay, strong 
assurances of peace, and immediate peace, 
have been uttered to console us, and to cheer 
us. It has been over and over again stated, 
tuat we have ratified a treaty—of course u 

Treaty of Pence ; and as the country has 
been led to suppose, not of uncertain, and 
empty, and delusive peace but real, gratifying, 
and enduring peace ; a peace that shall staunch 
the wounds of war, prevent the farther ef- 
fusion of blood, cut off these enormous ex- 

penses, and return our frit nds.and our brothers 
and our children—if they be yet living ! — 

from a land of slaughter, and a land or still 
more dismal destruction by climate, to our 

firesides, and our arms. Hardly have those 
halcy sounds ceased upon our ear, until in 
resumed public session, we are summoned to 
fresh warlike operations—to the creation of a 

new army of 30,000 men for the farther 
prosecution of the war—to carry our power, 
in the language of the President, still more 

directly into the vital parts of our enemy, and 
to press home, by the power of the sword, 
the claims that we insist upon against a fallen, 
prostrate—I had almost said—an ignoble foe ! 
If I may judge of the opinion of the Hon. 
member iiom Michigan, or other speeches 
delivered in this chamber, there has not been 
time from the commencement of the war, 
when it has been more urgently pressed upon 
us, not only to maintain, but to increase our 

military means—no: only to continue the war, 
but to press it witli more vigor—than at the 
present time. Pray, Sir, I ask, is it confessed 
then, that we are no nearer to peace than we 
were when we snatched up a bit of paper cal- 
led, or miscalled a Treaty, and ratified it ?— 
Have we yet to tight it out to the utmost, as 
if no pacification had intervened r 1 wish to 
treat the procedings of this and every depart- 
ment of this government with the utmost 

respect. God knows that the constitution of 
this government—and the exercise of its just 
powers, in the administration of the laws 
under it, have been the cherished object of all 
my unimportant life. Put if the subject 
were not too deeply interesting, I should say 
that, our proceedings here might well enough 
cause a smile. In the ordinary transaction 
of foreign relations, in this and all other gov- 
ernments, the course has been to negotiate 
first, and to ratify afterward. This would 
seem to be the natural order of conducting 
intercourse between foreign States. We have 
chosen to reverse the order. We ratify first, 
and negotiate afterward. We set up a treaty, 
such as we find it, and such as we choose to 

make it, and then we send two Ministers 
Plenipotentiary to negotiate thereupon in the 
Capital of the enemy! One should think, 
Sir, that the ordinary course of proceeding 
was much the wiser—that to negotiate, hold 
intercourse, come to some arrangement by 
authorized agents, and then to submit that 
arramtenient to the sovereign authority, 10 

which those agents are responsible—would be 
always the most desirable method of pro- 
cedure. It strikes me that the course we have 
adopted is strange—is grotesque. So far fs I 
know, it is unprecedented in the history of 
diplomatic intercourse. Learned gentlemen 
on the floor of the Senate, interested to defend 
and vindicate this coutse, may, in their ex- 

tensive reading, have found examples ; I know 
none. 

Sir, we are in possession, by military power 
of New Mexico and California, countries be- 
longing hitherto to the United States of Mexi- 
co. We are informed by the President, that 
it is his purpose to retain them—to consider 
them as territories tit to be attached, and to be 
attached to these United States of Amelia ; 
and tfce military operations and designs now 

before the Senate, are intended to enforce this 
claim of the Executive of the United States. 
We are to compel Mexico to agree that that 

part of her dominions called New Mexico, 
and that other part called California, shall be 
ceded to us. We are now in possession of 
these territories, it is said, and she is to be 
compelled to yield the title. This is the 

precise object of this new army of 30,000 men. 

It is the identical object, Sir, in myjudgment, 
for which the war was originally commenced 
—for which it has been hitherto prosecuted, 
and in furtherance of which this Treaty is to 

be used, but ns one of the means to bring 
about the genera! result, that general result 

depending, after all, upon other superior 
powers, and the necessity of submitting to 

any terms which we prescribe, to fallen—fallen 
—fallen Mexico! 

The Members composing the other House— 
the more popular branch of Congress—have 
all been elected since—I hnd almost said the 
fatal—the remarkable incidents of the 11th of 
May, 1848 ; and it has passed a resolution 
affirming that tho war with Mexieo was 

begun unconstitutionally and unnecessarily 
by tho Executive Government of the United 
States.” 1 concur in that sentiment. I hold 
that to be the most recent, authentic expres- 
sion of the will and the opinions of the people 
of the United States. There is another propo- 
sition, not so authentically announced hither- 
to, but in my judgment equally true—equally 
capable of demonstration—and that is, that 
this war was begun, has been continued, and 
is now prosecuted, for the great and leading 
purpose of the acquisition of new territory 
out of which to bring new States, with a Mexi- 
can population, into this our Union of the 
United States. If unavowed at first, this 
purpose did not remain unavowed long.— 
However often it may be said that we did not 

go to war for conquest—credat Judccus Apella'. 
—yet the moment we got possession of the 
territory, it is said that we must retain it and 
make it our own. Now, I think the original 
object has not been changed. Sir, I think it 
still exists in the eyes of those who originally 
contemplated it—who began the war for it— 
that it is as attractive to them, and from which 
they have no more desire to avert their eyes 
now than they had then, or have had at any 
time since we have compelled a treaty of ces- 

sion. We know in our consciences that it is 
compelled ! We use it as an instrument, 
and an agency in conjunction with other ii- 
strumentalities and agencies of a more formi- 
dable or destructive character, to enforce the 
acquiescence of Mexico in the acquisition by 
us of new territory to form new States to be 
added to this Union. Every Intelligent man 

knows that there is a strong desire in the heart 
of the Mexican citizen to ret sin the territories 
belonging to that Republic. We know that 
the Mexican people part with their territory— 
if part they niust—with regret, with pangs of 
sorrow. That we know. We know the ces- 

sion is altogether forced ; and, therefore, be- 
cause we know that who.tcver the Govern- 
ment, which is oar creatu re, may do or agree 
to, we know that the Mexican people will 
never accede to the term?! of this Treaty, but 
through an impulse of absolute necessity and 
the impression made upon them by absolute 
irresistible force. Therefore we propose to 
overwhelm them with, another army. We 
propose to raise immediately Ten Regiments 
of volunteers, and to pour them in and upon 
the Mexican people. 

Now, Sir, 1 should be happy to concur, not- 

withstanding all this tocsin and all this cry of 
all the Semproniuses in the land that their 
voice is still for war ; I should be happy to a- 

gree, and substantially I do agree, with the 
Hon. member from South Carrlina, that after 
all, the war with Mexico is substantially over— 

that there can be n o more fighting. My opin- 
ion in the present state of things is, that the 
people of this country will not sustain this war. 

They will not go to the expense. They will 
not find any gratification in putting the bay- 
onet to the thro: (t of the Mexican people.— 
For my part, I hope the Ten Regimenl| f ill 
will never become a law. Three weeks ago I 
should have entertained that hope with the 
utmost confider.ee. Events since have struck 
me with pain an.dshaken my conviction. Still 
I hope it will not pass. And here, I dare say, 
I shall be calle I a Mexican Whig.” A man 

who can stand, up here and say he hopes that 
what the Administration projects for the far- 
ther prosecution of the war against Mexico, 
will not bo carried into effect is “ enemy to thj 
country, or, what gentleman would consider 
the same thin g, an enemy of the Resident of 
the United St ates, and his Administration, and 
his party ! He is a Mexican !” Sir I think 
very badly of the Mexican character, high and 
low, out and out. But names do not terrify 
me. Beside, if I am a sufferer in this respect 
—if I be made the subject ot reproacft Dv these 

stipendiary presses—these hired abusers of the 
motives of public men—I have the honor on 

this occasion to be in very respectable compa- 
ny. In the vituperative—the accusative—the 
denunciatory sense of that term, I do not know 
a greater Mexican in this borlv than the hon- 
orable member from from Michigan at the head 
of the Military Committee. 

Mr. Cass.—I should like the honorable 
gentleman to explain what sort of a Mexican 
I am. 

Mr. Webster.—That is exactly the thing I 
now propose to do. 

Mr. Cass.—I shall be glad to hear the ex- 

planation. 
Mr. Webster.—In his remarks on this bill in 

the Senate,the other day,the honorable gentle- 
man told us that his object was to high ten 
Mexico—it would touch his humanity to hurt 
her. 

Mr. Cass.—Docs the honorable gentleman 
mean to say that I made such a remark r 

Mr. Webster.—I mean to say that the 
gentleman said it twice. 

Mr. Cass.—I bog the gentleman's pardon. 
I said no such thing. Will the gentleman al- 
low me to state what I did say r I remarked 
that wo had two objects to accomplish in 
raising these regiments j one was, the vigor- 


