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Thoughts on the amelioration of the
condilion of the Sluve population in
the Wesl Indies, togelher with the
ult:mategabolition of Slavery, and
the mwuns of cicilizmg oiyrica.

[From an unpublished mlnu«:ﬁ}n.]
BY J. 4. MOSSEL, Fsq.
Late of the University of Edinburgh,

‘The arrival of n genoryl peacehad,
umong a variety of beaefits which sre
its ysual coneomitants, the good effect
of-awakening the attention of nations
to the necessity of abolishing Chris.
tian Slavery in those piratical states
whero it was found to cxist. In this
enlightened age, when the principies
of ral Liberty sre so widely dif-
fuseland appreciated, it was not to
be tolerated that any Power should
nssume to itself the right of detaining
eaptives in a state of hondage, to Ja-
Bor solely for the individual interesis
of their oppressors,  ‘Phe lung con-
tinuance oi” Kuropean warlare delayed
the pecesgary work of vetribution un-
tl the jarring views of conflicting
parties should be harmonized, when,
simultuneously as it werey the re
prosch of having, for a time, submit-
ted to the indignity and injustice of
Christian Slavery was sought to w
wflseed by the seversl maritime pow
ers,  After due chastisement bestow-
ed upon the perpetrators of so flagrant
an enorinity, the supreme head of the
burbary states was compelled to en.
gage Lor himselfy his heies and succes-
sors. for ever to abolish that slavery
io his dowinions.  But Afviea, injor-
edy desoluted  Afviea, is unable to
aven,e the wrongs she sustains from
Kuropean aggression,  Debased by
the puiiey of moval degradation too
successfully ¢xerted hy erafty adver-
savics*—robbed hy their intrigues of
hee nuhappy vietims, she is impoten!
in exertion and ineffestual in” com-
plaints, To the tears and remonstran-
ces-of the unfriended African, country
and Iricnds are alike strangers—tley
ave deal’ to his voice wn'l inuccessible
to bis entreaties.  Without the power
of vindicating herself, Afvica must
look for reliet’ to those friends of hu-
manity who bhave assoeiated them-
selves for the purpes. of mitigutiog
her sorpows, (o ¢ laber togother oo
good" in comibrting nud civilizing o
much injured people lost in the pr
foundest ignorance and harbarismt
To thew the appeal most approve:
ately belings, who, sactuated by the
true chacity of the Guspel, have pro-
eluimed aloud to the world the woval
viiigation on all mankind to suppre
i wois amd Blood-stained (i

perinitied for a time to diszrace tiiose | e

who ¢ call themselves Christinns,”

A narity o F reasoniy
infucaeed eivilized

g evadtanisedise pretew
dag e anoft
(LU

2 1o thiat whict
ns in redue-
ws to tyran-
NG eapbives, apprars
toet wadogy, Lo the
van slave tede alrea
4 denpanced and aholished by tu
most enlightened powers,  Woreibls
80 apply ihe Labor of our fotlow e
tures to our andividual par joses wie-
out edoluatent or requital to the per
WLz, 8 utterly derecon
ciluite with the primavy dictates of|
Luiwanity and  natural justioe—siuh
voisive of every moral principle, and
calenlnted in ity effe t to lovsen the
attachment of man o man,  Phe
consey o es of impairing or weaken
ing that attachment whether it spring
frow interesied o from moval motives
or hoth, are more serious and exion-
sive in tir influence than  porsons
aveusto. o o Baropean politics alone
&re qualivoud to coneoive.  The slave
population in some of the Britisi
West tadin islands is so considerahle
and preponderating over the number
of whites, so shjeet in condition, snd
uppressed by weongs that i would not
he matter of savprize, i attempts at
rehellion should be vepeated, and tra-
wal seones of wide calamity and
lixed root, as at Barbadoes, agnin oe
eur.  The san guinary efliets of thin
most deplapable eveat—the des e
tiesi of pro ety and toss to individuals
lar X0 eded as to their pemote

arve Lur
consequ. uees by the mischicf resulting

—

* This is evident from the ¢onstant
intrignes amony the petty prioces and
ehicts of tribe . practised by the slave
doulers, whe thus succeed in promot-
ing discord and contention between
the natives <hom they encourage to
entrap and sl each other. Prisoncrs
in war of both partics are frequently
90ld to the same dealer,

t We allude to the African institu-
tion of London, found-d in 1806, by
the joint exertions of Wilberfor
Clarkson. Giva wville, Sharp, and other

from the necessity of severe and nu-
merous punishiénts, antl no less pro-|
bably by the seeret workings of the|
decp though silent curses of every
breast that- mourns a eomrade slain,
How far the effect of these occurven-
ves is likely to survive in the memory
of the negro, and what turn of mind
they may serve to produce can best he
eonceived by those who undeprstawd
his charseter by experience. May
the day of ‘vengeance be far disiant,
and the arm of irvitated slavery, scek-
ing to establish the sacred ri hits of
tiberiy wnd independence, be stuyed by
the adoption of a mikler and a wiser
poliey!

T'o Britain, the possessor of a more
ample share of colonies than has fallen
to the lot of any other power, it is natu-
ral to look, after the decisive part she has
taken in this great question, for the hap-
py example of an improved policy, tend-
ing at once to remove the causes of dis-
content and to bind the laborer to his em-
ployer. We are taught to belicve that
there is, on the part of the British cabi-
net, a disposition to place the colonies or
the most favored footing, and on behalf
of that most useful and laborious class
who constitue so eonsiderablea propor-
tion of the inhabitants, it is but equituble
to claim some title to consideration and
clemency, It is not too much to hope,
indeed, that what Africa canoot of tine [
hring about, the government of Engluad
will voluntarily yield—that, when it sk
be seen the preservation of the West
India islands in their allcciance to the
parent state depends 1ely upon @
more judicions line of canduct in the
planters—that the civivization of Africa,
together with « benclicial extended com-
merce with the interior of that vast con
tinent is the happy resnltof such a com-
bination of muasures s seen 10 presein
iself with every feasibility, the British
government will heoitete no bioger 1o in-
terpose, and, renderi : to Africans and
the descendants of Africans a great act
of national justice, 1dentify their interests
with the canse of th ic« mployers and the
cause of the government,

Influenced by a sincere desive to pro
mote the v :lare of mankind, to advance
the intercsts of my covntry and to efac:
that stigma on ational character ton
long sutfurad y T am induced to
rzest the propriety as well as policy of
teyislating in {uvor of the slave popula
tion in the British West India islands
To establish the practicability of my
plans, and to serve as some guide 10 the
discussions to which a consideration  of
this weighty question must necessanity
lead, I have been careful to eolleer al!
the information it was possible to obtui
during a recent visit to the \West indies,
andy in the inferences drown, my judy
ment, not borne away, as ronie may
IAZELEs U) g bUNY DUTswtyy hiuh been
excreised in that sober induction wiich
facts warrant and reascning prescribes,
Lnvestigation, ya oy and impartially con-
ducted, will decide on the tenor of my
propositions which it is believed, ave se
cure in their tendency and practicable in
peration.

Itis not confined to the student of

ol philosopiy to Loow that where

el utevesi - xeites, industry will be pro-

wonad o the ratio of the stimulos,
Veise the West Indics must ives
Qrrently  have abserved the quantity of

0r bestowed upon a soil to have buen
wceatly acceicrated by a promise to the
<laves of muney or of ¢ nach of
the land shout Demurara Herbice
was ele th astonishing rapidity by
hese suce nlapprals to human notuve,
nd it is not doubted that  cultivation
might be extended, to thie preat advan.
age of capitalists, in some very feriile
puris of South America adjuc
nrovinees, were the intrody
taborers encouraged, according 1o the
principles preposed to be unfolded in the
lollowing tredtise —It is nnquestionable
that the efforts of the sluves are wuch
relaxed when they vefieet that they labor
without emolument, and sow what they
wenot permited to reap  This relaxa-

Nt to those il
ot of hired|r.

labor.* which should be regulated ac
cording to local éircumstantes; ob T
ture investigation ; thus would ghe I_w
borers or, as they are termed in St
Dominguo, cultivators, be enabled to pro-
cure for themselyee a few willing com
forts, and it is sci' ely nccesssry tore
mark how effectuniiy’ the payment of
wades, in return 1t lubor, would convect
the cultivator with fus evaplover, by the
strongest »f ali tigy sell aiciast

After the expuision of the French
fram St. Domings, ot the establishanent
of a regular government by (hg blucks,
it was in coatemplation to adopt this
priveiple i fixing the price of labor—
not JLat s o received as a pml)lcm
of any merit v galics economy to mea-
sure the rate of wures permanently, by
the will of the Legsloiure,  Attempte w
interfere in such cases are usuaily pro-
ductive of dissatistaction, and ‘do harm.
Lubor should at ali times be left to kud
its own levely and 1o answer toe demand,
except perhaps or (he tirst oceurrence of
a yreat change inthe order and consti-
tution of sociciv When interests ave un-
settled, forn reversed, and clashing
Joubts in ne 2ol being composed. A
it per day* id probably have buen
considered ang © by the Planters under
the ancient regioe 3 it to reconcile op
pusttion it was determined to make trial
of un appropriatbn of one fourth part of
the gross produce to the culuvator, a
system that has been found by experi-
cnee calculated o give general satisfuc.
teon in the circumstances of that coun-
try, and 18 now embudied into a fixed
luw.  On acer day, after crop time,
the aggregate produce is weighed and
portioned 0%, 11¢ buyers who go round
the country, hoitig ready to couvertit in
to cash —The-nconveniences attend.nl
on annua) seciement are remedied by
occasional advances on the pait of the
proprietors, so a¢ to enable the clllli.\’n-
tors on the Stat: Lo procure necessaries,
while the accumulation in reserve is of
course beneficiutto the interests of the
prudeut, A stiel police and_the excr-

cvily it might be hought, would be a con-
sequence of wesdlth suddenly a red,
especially in th < aie of ignorant puy e
hut, as o nailitery
essertial to the weil being of an army, su
is a sivict pulice, and punishiment when
deserved, egually necessary in the ud
ministration of «n estare, and no where
is such police ere efiicient than in that
island

{n the case ofuncieared lands and new
settiements. some useful hints may pos.
sibiy be derived fromn the practice i St,
O ainpo, where the biacks amust be

ture of the equivalent 'hat is suited to
the wants of th . yuondam fellow slaves
—A man of . stry wih some ittle
Credie, wad sl Gapitaly 1 oy s thiis
view, feel himself competent to under-
tuke the cultivation of an estate.—In
South  America, in parts adjacent to
French and Doteh Guyana, even on the
banks of the rivers, Corantain and Esse
quibe. under British protection, fertile
districts, in a state of nature might be
cieaved and plactod at au expence com-
pavatively teifiing, und free from the ex-
orbitunt demands which the settler would!
save to eheounter in many of the Islunds,
Hy agreer s with his laborers to assign
them one fourth part of the whole o
nount of produce, he would attraet an
cuple number of huads necessary 1o cna-
ble him to prosecute Lus design, whereas
to pirchase a suficient quanity of slaves
might be wholly out of his power,

1t has been ascertained that the appor-
itnivg of task wark, with soiuble in-
tucemnents, bas been atiended wilh
wetin stimulating the enery

— 11 Such ¢

‘he

0
s, of course the
proportioned  ta the
jrantity ol Jubor performed.—The poli-
e¥ ol thty meossure will be at once ap.
pavent, when we Cousider the disposition
of mat o adapt OF L0t & vewdrd,
ceguluting the former by the {requency
of the latter,

o I8

One great bur to improveent 1, the

ion has been frequently ascribed to na-
ural indolence, the heat of climate, ang
such slight predisposing causes, though |
merely to the one most probable and 1m-
portant, because this 1t is the policy of
the planter to conceal, viz. the want of a
sufficient inducement to exertion,

That ® every man is worthy of his
hire,” is an axiow as equitable as it i
natural,  But, hitherto, the case oi the
negro has been rendered, most unjustly
and indefensibly, an exception to this
general rule.  To bire, rather than pur-
chase would, uaquestionably, have had
the effcct of propelling cultivation for-
ward, in a much greater degree than, as
~states are now administered, under the
existing system.  Few can afford to em.
hark in the concern of an extensive plan.
tatien, when the price affixed to each
share in most instances, exceeds 100,
sterling or 500 dollurs per head, where-
' by engaging luborers who would, as
hereafier shews, if fairly paid, always
resort in considerable numbers to the
West India islands, More estates might
be cultivated, with scarcely any advance

thvse Islands would of course be materi.
ally advnncc.d. It might be necessary
in the first instauce, (o fix the price of

* The latter species of reward ought,
most decidedly to be discouraged. It is
aptto engender numberless evils, & op-
poses instead of advancing that preat
moral principle which cannot be too
carefully promoted, viz. the desire of|

distinguished philasthropists.

man to better his condition,

West Indies, 15 10 be found in the (P
isting prectice of saluing estutes ACCOT.
mg 1o he number of irgioes attacheo
o tiem—the conrequence is, few tndi-
viduals, but some of de spevate fortupes
will be found to embark m the purchuse
of ap estate in most of e Britisl Wes
India possessions, because the first out-
lay exceeds in amount what any prudent
mun would thick proper to huzard in
such aspeculation. attended with various
risks. The posicicn is not alicred by the
circumstance of that outlay betng com
muted for personzl bonds, guarded by
mortgage deeds of the estate, and power,
with warrant of sttorney.—These are
the refuges of the venturous vlaster, not
the voluntary covenants of the pradent,
By separating the land from the negLoes,
itis probable many respectuble persons
might be induced to give a higher price
for the land alone, than when coupled
with the sale of these unfortunate beings,
some of whom, skilled as urtisans or me-
chanics, have, since the abolition of the
traffic by sea, been sold for upwards of

of capital, and the general prosperity of!

*In the state of Delaware, with which
only T profess any acyuaintance, blacks
and colored men who mostly perform all
agricultural labor, receive from 6 to 8
dollars per month, beside their board
Carpenters and mechanics have been
known to make from 12 to 20 dollars
ner month,

*A bit is an aliquot part of a Spanish
‘ollar. In St. Domingo eleven bits com-
pose a dollar ; in different Islands the

division and currency vary,

tons of managess prevent instances of
intoxication frea being frequent—ihis

affairs, discipiine iuf

suppesed to uncerstend full well the na-|i

800 dollars each. The more general an
politic introduction of

less exposed than the labor of the field

veloped, appears to promise a hupp

whites, particu-[the principle of labor entitling to rewar)
facly in house work, and many offices| To wave it would be (o consign pow.;

might be one, amongst the desirable at-]redress to lhg weaker ; enjoining 10
iributes of a system, which when de-llatter unqualificd submission to whatey.p

dyis impossible in the frst place ta foregr

fland right to the strongest ; toil wi

y|the other might impose.

To consent to
the abund

termination to the angry disc
the sluve question,
pect any regulations of internal @conom
such as those alluded to,

the leading  planters,® their interest

1o concessions of whutever nature—~unt

Composed of | pressing the slave to the levelof e

nt of all those moral ties

that have so long divided mankind onjon which the frame ot human society is
From the colopial|{founded, would in these our reasonings
legislature, however, it is hopeless o ex-la priort, go to favor one class of man.

y{kind at the expence of the other—de.

s, und erecting the proprietor into 4 Joid

uf

they roaiitain, are digmetrically opposed{the universe, even over his own kind.

il| To the planter it may be urped tha, to

they shull be roused to a sense of theirjconcede somewhat in order 10 ensire (he

e

fit w most valuuble body, by whom all cui
tivation is performed, and, nesrly a
trades and callings exercised—attende

the prevailing system,

ployment, and i the hope ol guin.

verer toils about

moderate reward,  They
to sea and return perfectly satisfied

they earn a leaf of tobacco, by renderin,
any service to vessels on the coast.
reasonable doubt can exist that, were

first instance by contract, {or five or seve:

clied to quit tieir native shores than th

sels on an Euvopean voyage. We hay

removing 800 and 1000 miles from th
13

competence to hard labor are abundantl

te osuel tain the priiie ity of induc
them freely, and ol their own accord, t

Indizs,

of black

=

Incha islands.

England and ¥

have been recruited from Africa unde

the watchlul scrutiny of the sholitionist
[ the sluve trade on the other,

with as light @ sacrifice as_possible onfeth a multitude of “sins.”
the part of those who hitherto have mo-f hereafter appear in what his interest on
nopolised all consideration, and been per-
mitied cxclusively to reap the benefits offmust be seen that a gredual emancipa.

s, At a stipulated rate, the West In-
(i Islands would. soon be fesorted to,]of the slaves to whites is considered, be-
under due restrictions, by their covntry-ling inthe island of St. Kitt's alone, as
men, in numbersadequate to the demancd;! 50 to 1, the mischiefs even attendant on
nor is it less likely that they would be in-|those attempts, are not to be laid out of

Malays, the Hindoos or the Chinese, who,
under the denomination of Loscars, freely
fngage themselves to the cotnmanders
of East India shipping, to navigate ves

terior, down te the coast, in seavch of
hire and its reward —Their fidelity and

testified.— Experireent only is necessar),
as Tl

5[ LA us te pey vpan thae unine

enter into voluntary engagements to
serve for a limited period 10 the West|different powers,

As some proof of this project
being far from visionary, may be adduced iliies with
aiso the lact, ol no less that cight British
West lidia regiments, consisting wholly
roups, having been raised and
embodied in Afrvica 10 serve in the West

very citeumstance of opposinon trom
he slave dealers on the one hand, and

It might be curious to enquire with
hat feelings the slave on « plantation,
who cannot be said to be d ing 3 S

foattaren ;‘Wuldi"; I‘"‘,""C“','n:;'i"’): on the partof the sluves, with the sceds

o Bith TCh s ehelli implanted and readv o
Athe more fortunate negre soldiers ; in “{' :""l:"“l;;;l Io-l:u‘::]u[;d not l:: difticult of
0 doing we cannot omit to arrive at] o e HHe 1

and convinced of their errors. Tojpreservation and security of the whole,
he mother country we must look for thefis the part of wisdem,
origin snd accomplishment™ of such
measures s may be ascertained to bene-ftures to deny those precepts of natural

e must be lost
indeed to all sense of 1easony if he vene

I-fand revealed religion, which prescribe
I the duties to all sorts and conditions of
dlmen, and teach us that « harity cover-
Lut it wiil

this point consists,  As to the slive, i

tion is most desirable even for his weltare.

The substiwe proposed, in order tofHe is the subjeet of real property-~the
supply the place of slaves in new settle- ¢ : :
ments, and to replenish the hands re-|his services have been bought for u valu-
quired in the old, is to be found in thejable consideration. 5
disposition of the Xvoomer, (s hardy race|liate the concurrencé of the planter thus
of people in Africa, who come down from| materially implicated, he can only ex-
the interior to work at Sierra Leone)ipect by industrious perseverance, and
voluntarily to emigrate in search of em-|the accumulations of a strict frugality,
Thefto aspire, in time, to the purchase of his
reports of the London African Institu-{freedom by slow degrees, so soon as a
tion, founded on the informatton of gen-|regular systern of wages is introduced
tlemen long resident on the Western|in the island.
Coust of Africo, represent these péoplelon this subject would do more real lio.
as a most laborious and iondcfatigablelnor to its framers than any. measire
class of persons, performing all the se-| perhaps, connected with the slave trade,

the different forts and|since the remarkable day ol its abolition.
scetilements, and contented with a very

perverted object of purchase aud sale—

In ovd:r to conci-

A legislative enactment

But let us see in how far the planter, the

hiave been|West indian iuterests, so predominaut
known frequently to row fifteen miles out)in the British Parliament, and we ma

iffadd, theé government itself, are severally
| concerned in the adoption of a more en-

Nollarged and beneficent scheme of policy.

af Revolutions would effect all, and though

vumber of these Kroomer hirved in thelwe may pronounce on the ineflicacy of

nisuch partial attempts at insurrection, as
in Barbadoes: yet, when the proportion

¢|calculation,

The insurrection of the negroes in St
Vincent and Grenada, about the year
1795, when all the estates were nearly
destroyed, will long be remembered, and
tlought to furnish a useful lesson ot tha

experience of the fact of these Kroower present day, when the flame of discon

€|tentappears smothered only for a while,
to burst out anew with additional horrors,
But, a higher motive exists to invoke
ylimpartial attention to this momentous
enquiry. The history of mankind fore
Tnte!
0|duration of a state of peace. A few years
may materially vary the pacific views of
In such acontingency
will it be forgotten, that during the hos-
America, & British naval
force under Admiral Cochrane, giving
frecdom to the slaves on the plametions
of the Chesapeake, received on bovrd and
transported to Nova Scotia, a consideras

' - During a period coeval|ple bady of the fugitives ? Has Fraice
with the breaking out of the war between

ice up to the present
day, these day regiments. so remarkable
or their good conduct on all occasions,

yet ceased to impute her reverses in St
Namingo, partly to theqdefeats that led
1o the capture of Cupe St. Nichela Mole
ind, partly, the sscendancy of the blacks
o the instrumentality of the Britste
arms { The evident policy of England
m - ueutralizing that important colony,
S{may be too successlully imitated in cuses
where possession might not be conveni-
ent,

In a state of feeling like the present,

i ; e § ostile force bom«
some degree of approximation between acconiplishwment for a b

the rel
f shav
tulion of lree men.
inasmuch as

4 price has not been se
upon Lis head, bt pestraint—sometime
severitvo—fati
cuee to the will of a superior officer, i
with punishment.  So far the soldier i

stitnte u portion of his reward,*
th the slave, He kiows no reward. Hi

equully acceptable to Gon,

to legulise their bargains ?

man are yet to be quibbled away by so
phistical evasion, then indeed, there re

and it is an abolition only in name,

* Governer Elliott’s letter,

professions,”

dive situation end claims of « body . 2
. F tacks, in front, and
contrasted with those of a bat. |0 with feigned attacks, )

The soldier is frec,
; igue—~nprivations he is oblig-
«d patiendy o endure—implicit obedi-
lis fivst duty—neglect of it is attended
) " o] was receives
aslave: but they he earns the wages of Shunt et congimnad was fen)

. . ¥ p ics of v v cen nations
his calling, and honor is supposed to con-|®, S6M¢® of years we huve scen. nation
Not so

mains no hope for suffering humanity,

* See Adam Smith’s Wealth of Na-

<

arding the towns, havassiug the inhable

inciting the negroes to revelt in the reary
in this manner to ruin a valuable possess
sion where conguest might not be practi-
cable, During the late American war it was
understaod that a squadron of fight fri-
gates under commodore Porter was ina
forward state of preparation for a «i
source when intelligence of the e

1
S

S

L

rise and fall, -and maritime strenpth

5 (hitherto the bulwark of British power)

labor goes unrequited—his body the pro- ACHUINER Salssney oF Yering 16 3
perty of a purchaser—but with a sou
How long
shall such paipable injustice be permived
to exist? What exception to the gene-
raltitle to remuneration, enjoyed by each
laboring individual in civilized society, {1y upon that attachment of the negro w
shall be pleaded in bar of extension to the
unoffending African? At a time when
the abolition of the trade in shves is
prolessed to be enforced, how long shall
the price of man continue to be estimat.
ed, buyers still be found, and sellers ever
ready, even under the sanction of courts,

cliney according to the vigor ur decrepi-
tude of governments.

In such a crisis as we have contem-
plated. the sole security of the British
West India islands would rest essential-

his employer which it should be the ob-
ject of the statesman equally with the
philanthropist to bring about—an attuch-
ment founded upon reciprocal interests,
alike necessary toeach, deriving in com-
mon, protection from the governments
that still recomcile the planter's rights

p f If such a|with the fuir'claims of the laborer, and
system is to be upheld—if the rights of|

thereby, preserve the colonies in their al-
-|legiance to the parent state. May the
-|duys of peace be far prolonged and na-
tional animosities give way to that spirit
of forbearance, one tognother, which isno

But, the planter may ‘urge the tenure|less consistent with prudence and sound
ol his property, the value of his freehold, policy, than with the injunctions of our
and the prescriptive nature of his rights, religion !

Letit be so. The slave has also hisrights,
suspended but not forfeited, and to arbi.
trate between the two is the difficulty, It

In a subsequent essay the learned
Author firoceeds to review, briefly, the
united reasons converging to his irinci=
hal conclusion, that by adopting the frin=
ciples unfolded in his work, the way i&

ions, on the subject of  the profits of|paved to tie civilization of Africa, and
the means essentially facilitased.

An




