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, Prof. Hamerik, the Composer,
Them and Gives His Observations.

Prof. Asger Unmerlk, director of the
| Peabody conservatory of music and
tha composer of Norse symphonies,
suys he has made the discovery that
chickens have a language which he,
by careful attention and by experi-
ments, has partinlly mastered, Yesays:

“Uhickens are the greatest gossips in

\ o Il.\ln unclu 1!0 k

CHICKEN LANGUAGE.

the world. 1 know they have a lan-
guages, for when one 1= alone it will
not talk ut all. It may, perhaps, sing
u little song to pnss the time nway,’
but it will not tulk to itself. As soon,
howarver, §s it meets another the con-
versation will begin. My chickens
have nearly all been of the Cochin

China breed and I have discoverad that
they have acute senses of vision, hear-
ing’ and taste, but they ¢an not smell.
They are pecaliarly susceptible to cer-

tein  colors ted almost drives
them  ernzy, while blus Is  not
to their liking by any means. Onedny

1 poticed thnt my chickens in the back
yard were in a terrible state of excite-
ment. I aceidentally found out the
cunse of it. There was a red eartain
in the back window of a house next
door and 1 eould see them glance up at
this and utter their notes of alarm. 1
got the lady of the house to have the
curtain removed and the eommotion
ceased, I tried to experiment with
other eolors, but they did not seem to
mind any but biue, and this they did
not like 1 found if a Llue ribbon or
ktring was tied to one chicken's leg all
tne rest would keep away from it.

“l have notieed that chickens ean

people. Tor the latter
| special avarsion. Whether it is
cause they know hy instinot

they

e

purposes or not I ¢an nol say. 1 once
had five Cochin China pnllets to which
I gave the name of Pete, Pet, Pat, Pit, |
Pot. Pete would respond readily
when her name was enlled, but the
would come also with the
exception of Pot,
| when 1 called Ler.
when 1 ealled Pit,

others

Pete would ecome
Pat and Pat, show-

ing that she could uot distinguish
closely batween the vowels 1, Aand E |
short, There wassuch a differsnee be-
tween these and PPot that the latter
wonld recognize hér nume as =oon os |
ealled. I the consonanis were traps-

posed and T wonld eall f

i Potshe would not notice
“Crowinz among rooste
interesting stndy. 1

rs 15 a most
have noted the

| erows of over one hundred roosters
and ] have never found two alike. Tha |
3 betws twedve a. m.
on,and s frnl:r.- tliros

in duration. Roosters
ver at dawn and thoss far-
d crow thelast. Itisa
nh service to one an-
there are seven crows
given in the space of ten secoads from
cach other. Cocks crow a few min-
utes after being frightened and afver

of tele

kind
| other. General

eating, and 1 can tell almest exactly
1 when they will begin A rooster iz by
odds the proudest thing on earth,

{ all
with 1o exs . A hnman being can
not compare Ww th one in this re-
speet. "—Chicago Tribune

t
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Footsore and weary, one autumn
evening, an old man, a lad, and s dog

| arrived 1n Wokingham, where they put

| up at & common lodging-house. They
oonst‘!.uud # traveling show, and,
aft.er performing all day in the sirects

g they haud walked over

p— | hare-t distance of ten or twelve miles

The old man aeemed broken In
bealth, and suffared from a severs
cough; but on this particular evening
he was worse than usual, for he had
got & chill, and was glad to lay down
his weary bones in bed, soon after his
errival. e complained of feeling very
<old and thirsty, and the lad procured
him some tea, which they both enjoyed.
“Grimmy"—or to give him his full
name, Grimwald, the dog, was not for-
gotten, for the trio were insesparable,
and soon afterwards thay all retired to
Tost,

During the night the old man be-
came very feverish, counghed incessant-
1y, and complained of a pain In his
chest, but Jimmy, the lad, did gll he

could for him, and sat up most of the |

night with him.
In the morning, poor old “Spaungles”

—a names dear to many children

throughont England—was no batter,
and when the doctor was summoned,
saod had examined him, he told the
1sndlady that he was very ill, auffering
from an attack of inflammation of the
lungs, and that he feared it would go
‘hard with him.

“Spangles” recognized his own dan-
gor, and calling the lad to him, said:
“Jimmy, my boy, you'va been a geod
led to me, and [ fear the show will
soon be closed forever! Sit thes down
beside me, lad, as I have something to
tall thee.” When the lad had sat down,,
“Spangles” proceeded:

“The great Mr. Shakeapeare says: ‘A
man, during his life, plays many parta,’
and that's the truth; for in my time I
have played many parts, and under
many and divers names; but I will be
gin at the beginning.

“My father died when I wasonly &
boy, and my mother married again
some time afterwards, my stepfather
being an ill-natured, cruel man, who
‘hated and ill-treated me; aod, unable
1o bear his cruelty any longer, I ran
away from homs and joined a traveling
cireus.

**But I soon found I had gone ‘from
the {rying-pan into the fire, for the
new task-maater to whom I had been
'bound had no compassion, and during
‘the earlier part of my appren-
‘ticeship used to treat me shamefully
if 1 was clomsy or mede mis

kil to us DOth, and & Jear, ¥Inn, gooa
father tome.™

Grimmy, hearing his pame men-
tioned, came to the bedside, and sat up
pegging, with his shaggy hedd on one
side, as if trying to say: "I kmow
there's something wrong. Can't 1 do

thi
Pl‘?l’mrn‘,;r!m,!“ said “Spangles.™
“You'll be good ta him when I'm gone,
Jimmy, and never part with him while
he lives??"

Grimmy jumped on the bed, and
licked the old man's bands and face,
and it was as much as Jimmy could do
to remove him.

*I will, indeed, be good to him, and
never part with him, dear master”
said Jimmy, “but, oh! what are we to
do when you are gore? And the poor
lad sobbed pitecusly.

“He » brave lad, Jimmy, and He who
cares for the sparrows will not ferget
elther you or Orimmy. Be always
truthful and honest, however you
may be teampted %o dootherwise, and
whatever you find to do, do it with all
your might. Bear in mind that
mother is an aogel, Jimmy, and 1 am
going to join her at last. In God's
goed time you, too, will jein us; think
liow happy we shall all be there; and
when tempted to do wrong, just think
that if you do it you may be prevented
from ever coming to us, and God will
help you to de right. You and Isad
poor Grimmy have played through
many towns, and tramped for many

miles together; vet we mever had anr

sogry word, whiist we sought to earn
oo honeat living. Peor eld lea’
is geing to leave you, but life is befors
you yet, my lad; and although 1 have
net been able to save much, yet yon
will find enongh in my bag to bury me
ead to give yon & start™

He them sank back exhauwstad, and
while the lad sobbed as if his heart
would break OGrimmy howled piteous-
1y, and sat up beg in all directions.

During the suo ing night the old
man rested more quietly, but had sev-

eral severs paroxysms of eoughing,
which thoroughly exhausted him; he

was also, st times, delirious, when his |
mind seemed tnbadwdhngmong.

earlier memories and bygone scenes in
which the name of Annetts was fre-
quently and fondly mingled,

On the following morning, when the

doctor called again, he was deeply
moved by the intense and unrestrained |

grief of the poor lad, who held his dy-
ing master's hand in lia own, whilst |
the lips of the poor old man wrere feebly

moved In blessing.
Even the faithful dog seomed to feel

that he waa losing a dear friend, for |

he was restless and uneasy, sat up beg- |
ging all over the room, and had
to eat since his master's iliness.

The doctor, however, spoke kipdly to |
the lad, and when the weoping youth !

said: "My dear master was Lhe ouly |
friend I had in /the world,” ha cheersd |

him up by saying that be must not

Rive Wey, as the future was bafora him.

SRIMNY BAT UP BEGOING,
| takes twhen learning tle wscrobatic ] and ashe haa peen a good by God

business
distinguish between white nnd colored l

have a |

“In a few years, howerer,
*Alva, the Flying Wonder;
member of *The Illustrious Schmidt
Family,” then an acrobatic clown, and !

! would not forsake him.
added, “a friend of my own is seeking |

I became ] |
then a ' Sucha youth as you, and 1 shail not fail |

“la fact,” he

to recommend you to him."

“*Oh! thank you, air,” said Jimmy, ’
*“‘vou are vory kind, but I dare not be |

ter period I became devotedly attached | Parted from deer Grimmy, as I have |

to ‘Mile. Anuette, the Daring Eques- |
trienne,’
ried and left the circus business alto-
gether.

*My happiness, however, was short- |
! where the doggie can go too; sa don't

| grieve.”

lived, for my poor young wife—who

| had wavered in her affections between

me and ‘Sig. Lupino, the Matchless
Bareback Rider," although she finally
consented to become mine-deserted
me one morning and left a note be
Lind, saying: ‘Dear Jim—vou are too
good to me, I have gone to him! God
And I only saw her once
since,

*1 didn’t blame the poor wench, for
ehe was little better than a ehild, but
] felt her absence cruelly, and [ don't
think I have ever been the same since,
although I have triad to do my duty.

“The greater part of my life was af-
terwarnls spent In traveling shows, of
ona sort or another, all over England,
and for some years I was with a stroll-
ing company of actors who did the
reg’lor drama; but it was just about
twelve or thirteen yoars agn, when 1
was about fifty, and my poor wife was
sbout thirty-five, that she sent mea
lettor, begging me wme to her, as

to o¢

she was ill; and 1, thinking of nothing

but of sceing her sgain. went at cnee,
but enly to find that he had been killed
by a horse three months ago, and that

she was dving after giving birthto s "
baby boy."

Here the old man scemed exhansted |
lisd |
somewhat after a dose of his medicine, |

from a fis of conghing, but he

and he reaumed his story.

“Jimmy, my lad " said he. “that baby
was you!l | promised my da-ling An-
nette that T would be both father and
mother to you, and I have tried hard to
do the best [ could for you ™

“0h, dear, dear master,” sobbed the
poor lad, “you are not going to lsave
me and Grimms? Whatever shall we

4« 207 You havaalwars been so ood and, |

promised master he shall never leave |

and wes nI‘]mﬂkl) ROt mar- |II|.B, and I have known and loved him

all my life.”
“Never mind, my lad,” said the doc-
tor, **we must find soms place for yon

Poor old “Spangles” was fast passing

| away, and could now scarcely be sald |
| to be conacions; but it was affecting to
hear him, as in his delirinm he imagined
he was gring through hie performance

with Jimmy and his dog-

“Houp-la! Houp-lal” he muttered.
“Over! over I! over!!!l Well done, sirl
Good lad! Now Mr. Grimaldi! steady,
old boy! Show the ladies and gentle
men what you esn do!  Good dog!”

And even as the doctor, the lad apd |
tirimmy stood round him. he stretched
himself out and appeared to have fall-
en aaloep; but the soul of poor *“Span- |
gles" bad vaunited into Heaven!

A Landlord in Glaom.
Wife—Who was that who called?
Husband—One of my tecants came |

to pay his rent.
“Did he pay it?*
“Yes"

- Then why do you look = gloomy?™ |

“He didn’t say & word about wanting
five or six hundred dollars’ worth of re-

pairs”
“What of i#7"
“That show= that be's golng to

leave."—N. Y. Weekls.

Not In the Message.

OfFice Boy—Mr, Garman sent me to
thi you not to .mep dinner waitin® far

'im this evenin'. He's got to go 10 the
lodge on important boxiness

Mrs Gayman—Tothe ioige?
He is going to “ride the goat™
pose”

Office Bar—No, 1 don't think it's 3
goat. I hesrd 'im telli® Mr. Quick:

I sap

| the least about it

| —Life,

lm.u sials
| at Chicago in three honrs and then you
cap get ancther hustand. "—Jodge

0, ves !

| 3ae

AMERICAN AMUSEMENTS.

The Immmenss Amount of Money
Spent In Theaters.

A Large Army of Profesaslopals Are
lnc-r—l-t-m_
Epent in Travellag oo the
Ralreads.

It is estimated that there are per
beps as manyas 1,000 traveling theatri-
osl companies in the United States,
seys the Washington Post. This in-
clvdes everything that can bLe cob-
sidared strictly professional companies,
to say nothing of the countlessamateur
organizations. Of the strictly theatri-
cal organizations it is safe to presume
that the average receipts per night for
the Lﬂlﬂmm&um S0 each. At

per week for each
wnpny the weekly average, na will
be seen, would be $2.500. Theaverage
theatrical seasom is forty wesks. The
entire 1,000 companies with an sversge
nightly receipt of $400 would produnce
weekly receipts at seven performances
per week amounting to $2,800,000. This
moultiplied by forty, the number of
weeks in 8 season, would yield grosa
recelpts amounting to §112,000,008.

From the above estimates some ides
ean be formed of what the American
yeople spend annually for amusements
by companies which are kmewn ass
strictly professional Thousands of
doliars mare also spemt with amateur
theatrical organizations and lectare
bureans.

It would appear from the above state-
ment that a great deal of money is made
by theatrical people. Theexpensesin-
cident t0 carning $5119,000,600 are very
Iarge. It is reasonable to say that
one-ihird, or $39,000,000, of the total

| §118,000,000, is spent with railroads.

| Another very large item is expended
| for privting. Great fortunes have been

amsssed by printing houses in the

p:u!uctinu of theatrical printing alona. | S0 TR,

drada of th ds of dollars are |

al:o:pnminradm in news- |

papers. It is safe to say that 40 per
eent. of the correspondence between

theatrical managers is carried on by |
telegraph, whish mmounts to & great |

| deal in m year'stime.
are not the sols possessors of the

grand total, $112,000,000. mhdi-l.
vided between the traveling companies |
and the owners of the houses where the |

companies pisy. The net receipts de-

| rived by the companies would perbaps

| 'be in the meighborhood of 65 per cent. or

%0 per cent., makingan averagenet re-

| pult of between $75,000,000 nnd $80,000,-
| 000, Out of this, of course, cormes allof

| the expenditurs for railrosd transpor-
| tation, and over one-half of the total

amount paid for newspaper advertis-

ing. Out of this also is paid fully 85
pex cent. of the gmount puid to prim-_

{og housea

hs 1,000 traveling companies vnl.l
everaga fifteen people to s company,
making a total of 15,000 theatrical peo-
ple traveling over the country forty
weeka out of the fifty4wo. This, of
courss, does not include the number

! of people employed at theaters. Upon
| the estimate made as to the number of'

companies there must of necessity be
tho same or more npumber of theaters,
bs two compsnies cannot play at the
same theater on the sams night. There
fre at least on an average fifteen peo- |

ple employed at every theater, whieh |

would be 15,000, This added to the
gumber of people traveling would
make o total of 50,000 people. It is

| meid that there 5,000 aotors and act- =
! resses now outof employment. There | .
| are at least engaged in the theatrical |
business directly or indirectly—those |

who make a living from it—00,000.
Some sctors make s great deal of

money; some donot.  Those who make

the most are generally those who say

| thie least on annual tours are as 2 class
| those who do the most talking about
having done the greatest business. A
great many manngers nm:l s;m lpld

PBOOI' I'UKI‘.I'ITI'-

Him Honor—What's the charge, ofl-
ger: drunk?

Oficer MeQurk—Xn, sor; crazy.

His Honor—How do you know?

Officer MeQurkk—Well, sor, he is
propristor of a daily paper, and I heard
him tell & man that the paper prohably |
had the smallest circulation in the
city. and so—

His Honor—The padded eell, guick!

Comfort from the Cenduetor,

The train had stopped ata station |
rln-i several men had alighted, as was

| their enstom. to stretch their legs on
the piatform, and w it started
| pgain one of the men, who kad strayed

| & little too far off, was le .'f behind

In & minute or two there was a loud

scream and 3 wotsan rushed up to the

|I conductor apd exclaimed exeitedly
| “You left my husband behind at that
\ hst station”

\erer mind, wmadam,” replied the
“calm yourself. We shail be

= e T —
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