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Some School

Problems
Discussed By Supervsing

Principal I. M. Cox.

It is a matter of okservntion that
there are in the Territory of Hawaii
a very gratifying unrulier of except-
ionally efficient teachers. Excep-
tional efficiency may lie evinced in
exceptionally favoruhlc environ-il'Y- i

or as not infrequently has
happened, it may lie discovered or
developed by exceptionally untoward
circumstances. Complicated inter-
national relations have develojx'd
the great diplomatist, a crisis in the
affairs of a people has produced the
great statesman, hard times and a

fight for existence have compelled an
industry into reorganization and
new methods that have made for it
a great future. So it may conceiv-

ably be in the matter of teaching.
If, failing to find an explanation

of efficiency elsewhere, one should
pet out to look for difficulties sufli-cie- nt

to put the teachers on their
mettle, one need not look in vain :

The school population of Hawaii has
lieen a growing population a very
rapidly growing one.

School attendance is four times as
great now as it was in ISTfi. This
is an increase of 300 per cent, in
thirty-thre- e years.

The number of available teachers
has in all that time and earlier been
far below the the need. Salaries of
teachers have been always inade-
quate and at times distressingly low.

Uncertificated teachers of deficient
qualifications have leeii employed
in large numbers.

Appropriations of money liave
been estimated on the basis of past
requirements rather than of the
growing present or the greater fu-

ture.
Per capita cost of education-ha- s

been kept below that of other pro-

gressive communities, ltelow average
cost In the United States, notwith-
standing the fact that in Hawaii the
cost of educating a public school
pupil is distributed among ten of
population as against a ratio of a
little less than one in five in the
United States as a whole.

Stated in other words, though,
the men of Hawaii have had less
than half the burden of public edu-

cation than men elsewhere are bear-

ing, yet they have not leen willing
to bear even this half burden either
capably or withentire cheerfulness.

Inspection of our schools has been
scant and intermittent.

Supervision in any general sense
has not been obtained.

Principals of schools have been
held down to exacting routine of
grade work.

Medical inspection of schools has
been inadequate and infrequent and
at times pretty nearly given up.

Public school pupils have for the
uiost part Iteen children of very
poor and sometimes of improvident
parents. Home interest in the bring-
ing up of children is deficient, nutri-
tion is defective, and child luljor is
in many cases excessive.' The pov-

erty of the home and the parsimony
of the State have kept equipment of
school children far below that re-

quired for best results School
Agent Cox in address to Teachers'
Association.

Such a list of various handicap
of Hawaiian schools might doubtless
be greatly enlarged, and were I ad-

dressing a liody of citizen voters
for future policies of gov-

ernment, I should be strongly
tempted to extend and amplify a
statement of remediable defects in
our school administration. lut
doubtless sufficient has been said to
suggest that there is enough of diffi-

culty in the situation to call out all
the latent energies of the teacher.
And as yet I have not even named
that coiuingling of the races in school
which often in the popular mind
has been tlie easy and ever ready
explunatioi) and excuse for every
kind of shortcoming and which has

furnished the topic assigned mc for
this pnjM.'r.

An excuse for so long a preamble
and a reason for approaching the
subject as it were by the Imck door
I find is a rather common habit of
loose analysis and undiscriminating
statement. People abroad have lcen
known to ascril.' as characteristical-
ly American a quality that was per-

haps only a characteristic of the
nouveau riche. I myself and you
may have been guilty of speaking of
a Japanese characteristic, or Chinese,
or Oriental characteristic when in
fact we had in mind what was sun-pl- y

a coolie characteristic.lt is easy
to confuse race with station in life,
csjH'cially if all those one has hnp-jK-ne- d

to know now of a race liclong
to the same class of society. It is

thus we confuse coolie with Oriental,
dago with Italian, poverty of envi-

ronment with innate poverty of
soul, things sociological with things
biological And this distinction be-

comes a vital one in considering
educationa l policies, for if .defectum
our school system are political or
economic or sociological, they are to
be classed among remediable defects,
and we are thereby encouraged to
bend our energies to the remedy or
to rouse the thoughts of the commu-
nity to seek a solution. Hut over
things biological we have perforce
less control, and in so far as a de-

fect has a biological cause we should
lie less sanguine of finding the rem
edy.

My belief is that in this commun-
ity phrase Comminglingof the Races
has lieen worked too hard and made
to cover too large a number of more
or less unrelated things, and that
the difficulties in teaching on ac-

count of the mixed races will re-

solve themselves on analysis into a
considerable numlwr of. other diffi
culties with .which the race question
has really nothing to do or next to
nothing-

Unoubtedly hoinogenoiisncss lies
as a basic principle at the founda-
tion of the graded school. But there
are many kinds of homogeneity.
European practice aims at a homo
geneity of sex, grouping boys togeth
er mid girls together. Our Southern
States have aimed at homogeneity
of race, having oiie school for ne-

groes and separate school for whites.
Hawaii in its earlier history follow
ed European practice in the segre-

gation of the sexes and the South in
segregation of the races. It did what
the South does not, it taught each
racial group in a different language.
The earliest sc.hools were for Hawai- -

ians only and were taught in the
Hawaiian language. Schools taught
in English first received government
support alwut 18G5. On the advent
of a Chinese population Chinese
schools were organized, taught at
first in the Chinese language, or
Chinese and English combined, but
later in English alone. Hut the Eng
lish (or Select) schools, by
an entirely natural process of accre-

tion steadily grew, and attendance
in the Hawaiian schools as steadily
decreased until the Hawaiian schools
became completely absorbed in the
English schools and ceased to exist
in 1898. The Chinese schools ceas
ed to exist as distinctly race schools
the following year, and the year
1000 ushered in the policy of com
plete of the races. It
is worth noting, as either logically
connected or interestingly coinci
dent, that in that same year Ixjtli

the Koyal School and Kauluwela
school admitted girls to their classes,
Kauniakapili Girls' School was dis-

continued, and three years later
Pohukaina school admitted loth
sexes. From that time the public
school policy and practice has beet
complete of the sexes
and complete of the
races.

This policy not only appears to
meet with very general favor but al-

so to conform to accept principles.
The basis of classification generally
existing in American graded schools
has to do with the stage of intellect
ual development reached bv the
chill as measured in the course of
study or the ability of the child to
do the-- next work presented in tin
course. Children, of whatever race,
appear to exhibit the same faculties

and interests awakening in the same
order, at approximately the same
age, and taking the same general
course of development. Hacial traits,
so far as they are in evidence, will
still be less important than individ-
ual trait. The spread of character-
istics of any number of races will
not Ik? so wide as the spread of the
characteristics of all the individuals
of any one race. Girls are intel-

lectually more like lioys than indi-

vidual girls are like each other.
Average American children are
more like average Chinese children
than they are individually alike the
one to the other. It is therefore the
individuals and not the races or the
sexes that will determine the far-

thest reach of any group organized
in accordance with the graded
school principle of classification.
Your class thus formed of Ixiys and
girls, Hawaiian, Spanish and Chi-

nese, so long as it is homogenous
by the of intellectual de-

velopment and the power of attack
on the next work of the course of
study, will probably he homogenous
in a sense that will make it possi-
ble for such children to work to-

gether and to make effective pro-
gress.

Logically I might here rest a con
clusion, but in Hawaii we lrnve to
meet the practical consideration
that the question of race is very
closely associated with the question
of language and that a difference of
race still so very often almost im- -

plict a difference in the vernacular.
Immigrant children and to some ex
tent children brought up in planta
tion camps still enter school with
almost no knowledge of English and
a considerable number of other be-

gin school life with a speaking know
ledge of English so imperfect and so
incorrect that it is for school pur-
poses almost as good as none. It
is undoubtedly true that many
teachers experience a difficulty in
teaching these in the English lang
uage. Probably this is especially
true of such as the work with
out any previous experience except
that of "hearing the lesson." 'Such
a teacher, in a school of children
with whom English was the verna
cular and where firm reliance could
be placed in the home's interest in
the child's education, might ly

make a satisfactory show
ing by the simple method of assign-

ing tasks and holding the home re
sponsible for the accomplishment of
them, and yet might conspicuously
fail in a school where children as
semble from homes speaking many
different languages. It is doubtless
a knowledge of failure of this sort
that has kept current the phrase
Multiplicity of Languages as an ex
planation of every educational diffi-

culty even among men who may
have tired of the Mingling . of the
Races as the panacea for every ill.

That there is real difficulty of lan
guage in our schools rests securely
on the testimony of many teachers,
hut that this difficulty is not so seri
ous as is currently supposed, if only
teachers have mastered the art of
teaching together and nt the same
time the thing itself and the ex
pression of the thing, there is

aboundant evidence in our lost
schools.

As verifying this opinion, but
from a widely, different point of
view, I shall quote a statement of
Mr. Roland P. Falkner from a re
cent article in the Forum. Mr
Falkner was until lft07 Commis
sioner of Education for Porto Rican
elementary schools, somewhat un
consciously and entirely without in
tent ion, appear to oe passing
through the same kind of trans
formation with respect to the school
language as has taken place in Ha
waii. Hut in Porto Rico this trans
formation has taken place with
great rapidity. Started originally
as schools using the Spanish lan-

guage exclusively, the high, schools
early introduced some instruction in
English in order the U tter to fit

young men and women desirous of
taking normal school or professional
courses in the United States, there
being no opportunity for such
courses in Porto Rico. In l'JOo

San Juan tried the experiment of
introducing instruction in English
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in grammar grades. In 1!K)1 Ponce,
by a stroke of audacity, introduced
English in all grades. In l'.iOo
seventy-fou- r schools were taught en-

tirely in English, the municipalities
themselves providing additional
funds equal to the increased cost of
conducting schools in the English
language. In 1!K)(! one hundred
and sixty schools, and 1!)07 three
hundred and eighty-nin- e out of a
total of o(M) graded schools had been
converted in English schools. Thus
in the short space of four years
English became the dominant school
language of the island. Shaking
of this change from Spanish to Engj
lish as the basis of instruction Mr.
Falkner says:

"It was indeed feared that the
learning of a new idiom would put
the children back a year or more in
their studies, but experience showed
Ciis fear to be groundless. The ef
fort of attention necessary to under-
stand the language resulted in in
creased concentration on the subject
matter of instruction, and pupils
advanced normally in their grades."

Not to rest a conclusion in sr im
portant a matter wholly on general
considerations or on insufficient ob-

servation, your Superintendent of
Public instruction is now making an
inquiry into the nationality, age,
and grade of all pupils in public
schools of the Territory. This in
vestigation has not yet reached a
stage that will enable one to speak
authoritatively as to results in de
finite terms of numbers and -- per
centages. Hut I Ix'lieve sufficient
data arc tabulated to make fairly
reliable these three conclusions:

1. In schools where children of
one race progress normally, children
of all races make normal progress.

2. In schools where children of
one race are retarded, children of
all races show like retardation.

!. Schools comjiosed entirely of
pupils of a single race show as great
retardation as schools made up of
children of many races.

I am therefore of opinion that
those of our citizens who would
salve their consciences by ascrib
ing to the Commingling of the
Races every educational ill from
which this .community suffers are

barking up the wrong tree;" that
those who propose return to a policy
of segregation are "putting their
money on the wrong horse;" that
even the language difficulty, when
other conditions are made endur-
able, is not so great as would apiear
to the man in the street ; that were
the difficulty greater than appears
the public school on a non-raci- al

basis would still be necessary to cul
tivate a broad huinanitarian'ism and
a solidarity of interest and feeling
that will make society stable arid
life livable in the next generation.;
that, in fine, the policy of this
Territory in abandoning the ra'ce

school is lieing justified in the if --

suit; and that the problems of race
for the most part become, like the
problems of sex, practically neg-

ligible factors in elementary educa
tion. Bulletin.

Copartnerships Are '

Coming Under Fire.

A new class of lawbreakers are
U'ing sought and another of the lit-

tle considered sections of the re-

vised laws of Hawaii will be called
into action. These are the "copar-
tnerships that have not registered
the required information regarding
tlicinselves, with the treasurer of
Hawaii and are. supposed to number
three or four hundred.

They arc liable to a fine of five
dollars for every day that has elap
sed since the allowed time expired.
The sum that will drop in the cof-

fers of the Territory if this action is
forced will be a large one, ppjhabjy
on the other side of a half milljon
dollars.

A fee of fifty cents is charged for
every registration, which shall con-

sist, according to the revised laws,
of "(1) the names and residence of
each of the members of such copart-
nership; (1) the nature of the lazi-
ness of such copartnership; (3) lie
firm name of copartnership; and
(4) the place or places of business
of the copartnership." ;

Treasurer Conkling stated yester-
day that the Territory will take im-

mediate steps towards rounding 'up
the delinquents, most of whom are

I orientals. Advertiser.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COt'RT OF TIIF.
SECOND CIRCUIT, TERRITORY OF
HAWAII.

In Probate At Chambers.
In the Matter of the Estnte of KeAnini

late of Waikapu, Maui, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant

to an order of the Honorable Seidell H.

Kingsbury, Judge of the above entitled
Court, the undersigned was on the 19th
day of January D. 1910, duly appoint-
ed administrator of the estate of Keaui-ni- ,

deceased, and that letters of Adminis-
tration have been issued, to the under-
signed.

All creditors of said Keniiini, deceased,
and of said Estate are hereby notified, to
present their claims with the proper
vouchers, if any exist, even if the claim
is secured by mortgage on real estate, to
the undersigned at his office at Wuilultu,
Maui, Territory of Hawaii, within six
months from the date of this notice, said
date being date of the first publication of
said notice; otherwise, such claim, if any,
will be forever barred.

Dated at Wailuku, Maui, this 26th day
of February A. D. 1910.

CHAS. WILCOX,
Administrator Estate of Keaninj, de-

ceased,
Feb. 26, March

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, SECOND
CIRCUIT, TERRITORY OF HAWAII
In Probate At Chambers, No. 1350.
In the Matter of the Estate of JOHN

SWIFT, luteof Waikapu, Maui, deceased.
Order of Notice of Petition for Allow-

ance of Accounts, Determiui ig Trust and
Distributing the Estate.

On Reading and Filing the Petition
and accounts of John Crowder, of Pakole,
Koolaupoko, Oahu, Administrator of the
Estate of John Swift, deceased, wherein
petitioner asks to be allowed f and
charged with $ , and asks that the
same be examined and approved, and
that a final order be made of Distribution
of the remaining property to the persons
thereto entitled and discharging peti-

tioner and sureties from all further re-

sponsibility herein:
It is Ordered, that Wednesday, the 6th

day of April, A. I), lyio, at 10 o'clock A.
before the Judge presiding at Cham-

bers of said Court at his Court Room in
Wailuku, Maui, be and the same hereby
is apixiiuted the time and place for hear
ing said Petition and Accounts, and that
all persons interested may theu and there
appear and show cause, if any they have,
why the same should not be granted,
ami may present evidence as to who are
eutitled to the said proiK-rty-

. And that
notice of this Order, be published in the

Maui Isews, a weekly newspaper
printed and published in said Wailuku,
Maui, for three successive weeks, the last
publication to be not less than two weeks
previous to tlie time tnereiu apoiuted

said Hearing.
- Dated the 24th day of February, 1910.

(Signed.) S. 11. KINGSBURY,
Judge of the Circuit Court of the 2nd

Circuit.
Attest:
(Signed) Kuml'no H. Hart, (Seal.)

Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 2nd
Circuit.
Feb. 26. Mch. 5, 12, 19.
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NOTICIi OF SALE OF PUBLIC
LANDS, ISLAND OF MAUI.

At the front door of the Court House,
Wailuku, Maui, at 12 o'clock noon, Sat-
urday, March 26th, 19I0, there will be
sold at public auction under Part IV,
Land Art 1S95 Section 276, Revised Laws
of Hawaii, the following: ;

Three (3) lots situate at Naliiku, Koo-la-

Maui. ,

Lot No. Area. Upset Price.
54 6.11 Ac. agricultural land 122.00

55 6.56 " " 131.00
56 14.00 " " 35oo

Terms, Cash.
Purchaser to pay cost of Patent and

Stamp.
Cost of advertising to be paid by pur-

chaser. '. -

For maps and further particulars,
apply to W. O. Aiken, Sub-Age- 4th
Land District, Makawao, Maui, or at the
office of the Commissioner of Public
Lands, Honolulu.

MARSTON CAMPBELL,- -

Commissioner of Public Lands.
Dated at Honolulu, February iS, 1910.

Feb. 26. Mch. 5, 12, 19, 26.
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LODGE MALI, No. 084, A.F.&A. M

Statotl meeiint's will lie held at
Mus'inic Hall, Kaliului, on the first
Saturday hij,'lt of each month at 7.30
l". M.

Visiting brethren are cordially in-

vited to attend.
J. X. S. WILLIAMS K. W. M.

U KNJ A M 1 N W ILL I AM S,
L L Secretary,


