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THE CENSORSHIP WE HAVE ESCAPED

There arc, perhaps, persons who believe conscientiously
should be "regulated" in one manner or another, but the ques-

tion at once arises as to where to draw the line.
The American idea the ideal of the vast majority of the men

who are responsible for the American press is that the public is en-
titled to know everything on every subject that is news and that is
not libelous or subversive to morality. When regulation passes these
bounds the danger line is passed. This was so clearly recognized by
the majority of the members of the Congress that in the face of the
strongest kind of pressure, and in spite of the unusual need for safe-
guarding the nation, repeated efforts to secure a censorship law in
this country finally failed.

Such censorship as is in force in the United States today is volu-tar- y

on the part of the papers. But it has been strictly observed.
Throughout the preparations for moving a great body of American
troops to Europe no word of it was published in advance of its accomplish-
ment. However, should any small number of papers publish news of
value to the enemy, the law of treason, which the constitution defines
as "lending aid or comfort to an enemy" could no doubt quickly dis
courage the practice.

England has tried censorship of the press and made considerable
of a mess of it. She has greatly modified the restrictions first imposed,
but still Americans may be thankful that we are to be preserved from the
sort of thing which has enabled the British war office to prohibit
discussion oi the Irish question on the grounds of military expediency
It will probably be a surprise to most Americans to learn to what ex
treme this has taken in the matter of the Sinn Fein riots as indicated
in a recent article in Current Opinion. It follows:

The choice of a Sinn Felner, serving time in prison, as mem-
ber of Parliament for an Irish constituency caused no surprise
to the London News. Ireland today, It says, is filled with "a pas-
sion of indignation" against England unparalleled for a generation.
The admission of Sir Edward Carson, leader of the Ulster rebellion,
to the Lloyd George ministry, after the execution of the leader of
the Dublin rebellion, has been a trump card to the Sinn Fein or-
gans. Here it is necessary to point out that the British censor
has rendered it practically impossible to give representative sum-
maries of Irish opinion outside of the organs of Ulster and the organs
Sinn Fein are printed by stealth to some extent

Quotations from Berlin dailies on the subject of the Irish situa-
tion are not permitted in London newspapers. The censorship in,
London seems to be exercised through the war office which has
ruled that passages In general articles dealing with military situa-
tions must be submitted to Its judgment before publication.
Ireland being held by a British army of occupation under General
Sir Bryan Mahon, comes within this ruling. All Sinn Fein organs
come under the "seditious" class as defined by the War Office In
London. The result is a state of things painted in somewhat dra-
matic fashion by the Vossische Zeitung (Berlin), and as the British
War Office permits no exporation of German dailies to this coun-
try, we must depend upon scraps translated Into Italian Socialist
dailies and Swiss n organs. Even the comments of the
London Nation upon the Irish - situation have not been available
of late, owing to the ban upon Its expoftition. Private letters sent
aboard from Ireland are opened in the post office. In spite of the
difficulties In the way of arriving at the facts, certain details can
be set down by putting together revelations supplied In British
dailies and inferences in continental European dailies. Thus,
there is no doubt about the magnitude of the recent riots in Dublin
and in Cork. Rebel emblems were displayed lately in both, those
cities. The orders of the military ruler in Ireland, who, to all in-
tents and purposes, has superseded the civil government, are fre-
quently set at flat defiance. He cannot prevent altogether the hold-
ing of meetings. Even large processions now and then wend their
way through Irish towns before the military can be summoned in
sufficient strength to disperse them.

REVISING THE HOMESTEAD LAWS

Judging from the character of the questions put to Land Com
missioner Rivenburgh by the members of the House committee on ter
ritories, when the Hawaii official appeared before that body in Wash
ington on June 19, there isn't much likelihood that his lobbvine will
be of much avail. The plan is to permit the leasing of all government
land in Hawaii to plantations for ZU years, and to put the opening o
homestead tracts absolutely in the hands of the governor to permit
or disapprove same as he sees fit. It was clear that this scheme did
not sound good to at least some members of the committee. It doesn'i
appeal very strongly to people here at home, were the truth known.

The plan might be adopted as a temporary expedient to save the
useless dissipation of the territory's land until some more workable
homesteading scheme can be devised. But the long term leasing clause
snouid De cut out.

Perhaps the biggest trouble with homesteading thus far in Hawaii
is that the conditions have never been strict enough, or when they were,
have not been enforced. And by strictness is not meant injustice. For
the reason that homesteaders have up to now had to be pioneers in
the veriest sense; have had to experiment from the beginning in kind
of crops and cultural methods; and have had to find or make
their own markets and devise marketing schemes, any degree of liberali-
ty towards them would be fully justified. But permitting persons to
fulfill nominal requirements and to acquire title to land which they have
no serious intention of ever using as a home, is worse than wrong. It
squanders the wealth of the territory and the territory is irreparably
the loser.

Real homesteading should be encouraged in every legitimate way
possible and the public land should not be tied up in long term leases
from people who could and would make real homes of it. But the
time of acquiring title should be made so long, or the conditions should
be so specific that none but real home seekers would ever be able to
hold the land. Because glaring mistakes have been made in the past
is no reason for abandoning the effort to people the land with a home-ownin- g,

home-lovin- g, prosperous population. Progress has been made
and the future is far from unpromising. Let us not go backward.

P. P. Claxton, U. S. commissioner of education, has sent out an
appeal to highschool boys throughout the land to continue their educa-
tion at all cost as a patriotic duty. He says there will be no lack of men
for the trenches for some time to come but that the nation will have vital
i.eed for all the trained minds that can be produced in the next few
years. Judging from a lot of the hoo-ra- y stuff that is being talked and
published in the name of patriotism about enlisting in the army, this
.nan Claxton must be some kind of a German sympathizer. Perhaps
he carries an I. W. W. card. He would bear watching in any event.

After 7 years experience at Hilo, R. W. Filler was greatly astonish-
ed to see the crew of the Claudine calmly tie their vessel up to the Ka-hul- ui

wharf with a bit of old halter rope and forget about it till ready
to depart. When Mr. Filler comes back again about two years from now
the west breakwater will be finished and they will probably not need
hitching ropes at all.

If there is any one charity that should appeal to an American at
he present time it is the American Red Cross. In the first place be

cause it is all American. It is an association organized by an act of
the Congress. It is the one big, recognized national organization for
the distribution of relief both on the battle field and in industrial or
other calamities. It is organized on business lines and its books arc
audited by the war department. It docs not confine its ministrations
in war time to American soldiers and sailors, but these receive first con-

sideration. In contributing to the American Red Cross fund, one does
so with full assurance that his money will be used to best adventage

rom an American standpoint. Many other chanties are meritorious,
but many are also, for one reason or another, duplicating some phase of
the national body s work. Liiving for charity must always remain a
personal matter, but in this crisis the American Red Cross should hold
first claim on the heart and purse of every American.

SOLDIERS DOTH

The man who makes the delicately timed shell that is fired into
the enemy's trenches is just as important to the success of the war as
is the artilleryman who directs the gun that hurls that shell. Yet there
are plenty of unthinking or loose thinking individuals who are doing
their best to make the shell-mak- feel that he is something of a slacker
for not doffing overalls and donmg khaki. The conscription draft
should go far to settling this sort of thing. If a man is zvillinq to do
whatever he can do best for the success of American arms, no one has
a right to sneer at him. It has been suggested that those who are dele-
gated by the draft to Uncle Sam's industrial army should be so designat-
ed by a badge or other distinguishing mark. The idea is a good one.

"Have a heart!" pleads the Hawaii Herald, as the caption to a
touching appeal for Demon Rum so long as it is in the guise of "good
wholesome beer and wines." It is the last despairing cry of king al-

cohol, who like some other kings feels his throne toppling beneath him.
But the cry comes too late. With half the nation now dry and nat
ional prohibition shaking the Congress, the man who can't see the hand
writing on the wall must be blind indeed.

Judge Mctzgcr, of the Ililo district court fined Editor E. B. Bridge
water, of the Hawaii Tost, $10 for contempt of court for presuming
to declare that a system which would sentence a woman to 90 days in
jail and allow a man, whose own confession damned himself as well
as the woman, to go free, should be relegated to the scrap heap and
a common substitute enacted. ine man who wouidn t make such a
comment or a much stronger one under such circumstances isn't much
of a man. It is a safe guess that Editor Bridgewater would find plenty
of persons glad to pay his fine if he repeated this "contempt" every day
for a month.

Our Island
Contemporaries

A Principle Of The Free Preee
Associate Justice Coke's concurring

opinion in the Maui News libel case,
handed down yesterday with the sup-
reme court's unanimous decision. Is
well worth reading. It Is briaf but
very much to the point. Justice jCoke
holds: L

"In concurring with the majority
opinion (which sustained the Murphy
libel suit) I do so mindful that In a
government like ours, characterized
by free Institutions, the importance
of a free press should not be under-
estimated. While the case at bar
deals solely with the publication of
libelous matter contained in the plead-
ings in a civil action prior to a hear-
ing thereon, I deem it timely to draw
attention to what I understand to be
a relaxation to some extent of the
rule announced when the same is ap-
plied to criminal proceedings. For In-
stance, a report of an arrest on in-
formation gained from papers on file,
when such report does not assume the
guilty of the accused person and is
not otherwise defamatory, is privileg-
ed."

The principle of the free press, as
a matter of sound public policy, has
recently been triumphantly upheld in
the halls of Congress, when the press-ga- g

law urged by the men behind the
proposed censorship was badly beaten.
Justice Coke's concurring opinion Is
of a broader interest than to the news-
paper profession alone. It recognizes
that fair and impartial reports of cri-
minal proceedings from the outset
are valuable from the standpoint of
public information. The public Is en-

titled to such reports and is entitled
also to the knowledge that in publish
ing such matters the press is not only
within its rights but Is acting from
the standpoint of community policy.
Star-Bulleti-

A County Engineer
The position of a county engineer

is not so much as to who Bhall appoint
him or to whom he shall be responsi
ble as it is to whether or not he is
efficient to deliver the goods. If he
is, then let the supervisors and all
others keep hands on further than to
properly check up his work. This

all about road
work, etc.," has been tried out suff-
iciently to teach us that we are off on
the wrong foot. Let us get a real
genuine engineer and then leave it
up to him. Under such circumstances
there is a possibility of accomplish-
ing something in the way of good road
work. Hawaii Post.

Loyal Acceptance Of Duty

"... There is only one re-
quest. That is that we be shown
what it is the nation desires of us.
When this is pointed out, we will re-
spond on the instant" The Adverti-
ser.

The Star-Bulleti- n heartily agrees
with the Advertiser on this point. So
far as the nation has pointed out what
its desire for Hawaii is, that desire
has been that Hawaii stick to the line
at which it can just now be of the
most value food production.

. Men have to be in the furrows as
well as in the trenches. In particular,
every pound of foodstuff grown here
saves the importation of a pound of
food for the mainland, helping not
only to conserve the mainland supply
but to release another pound of food
for our Allies and to release cargo- -

space to carry it.
The war department looks at the

militia from the standpoint of immedi
ate usefulness. Can the guardsmen

be more useful at home than at the
war front? If they can be more use-
ful at home, is it in their daily occupa-
tions or in mobilization camps?

Delegate Kuhlo's request of the war
department that the Hawaiian militia
be sent to France was made, it is un-
derstood, after receiving cabled infor-
mation that such was the desire of the
local guardsmen. That expression of
readiness even anxiety, to serve does
the militia credit. Their desire to go
into mobilization camps to prepare
for possible active service also does
them credit.

But they will not lose in credit if
they "stand by" and accept loyally
whatever duty the national adminis-
tration assigns to them. Let there be
no doubt that Hawaii's guard is ready
to give the full measure of military
service and let there also be no doubt
that the guard is ready to do its part
Just as effectively at home and in the
production of food, as in more speta-cula- r

action. Star-Bulleti-

A Judicial Slip
Judge Metzger of Hilo has fined

the editor of the Hilo Post ten dollars
for contempt of court for comment-
ing on one of his decisions as a magis-
trate, from which fine the editor has
very promptly and very property ap-
pealed. When a judge has once rend-
ered a decision, both the case and the
decision are open to proper criticism,
and a judge has no right whatever to
adjudge Mione in conteinp. of court
for vhi.t he rt;ny say or write or pub-
lish In legitimate comment.

A reading of Editor Brldgewater's
editorial loaves the impression that
what he had to say was not only well
within the bounds of editorial privi-
lege but well within the limits of com
mon sense us well.

A Judge must not imagine that his
dec'sluns are not subject to adverse
comment nor to criticism, any more
than are the official actions of any
other man. Things would soon come
to a pretty pass if a judge were to be
allowed to fine everyone who dis-
agreed with him or to send to jail
those who criticized lijs actions.

Judge Metzger is a man of ordin
ary good sense, but in this instance
he seems to have far overstepped his
Judicial rights, as an appeal from his
contempt of court sentence will pro
bably show him. Advertiser.

Open Forum
u

More About A Business Farmer
Editor Maul News:

Dear Sir:
The Maul County Agent notes with

much interest several contributions to
the last Issue of the Maul News which
have a more or less direct bearing up-
on the work with which he is connect-
ed. The reliability of the report of
Mr. E. Gamalierson's success in diver-
sified funning can be vouched for by
the writer who has made several
visits to his 74 acre farm near Hilo.
Mr. Gumallerson was the first dairy
furmer in Hawaii to instal a mechani-
cal milker. He is one of the few
farmers who conserves all the manure
produced on the farm and uses a
mechanical spreader for applying it to
his land. His dairy and poultry plants
are run on business lines, and the Ex-

tension Division of Hawaii Expcrment
Station rates him as a most valuable
collaborator. Here is a constructive
Agriculturist of which we need more
to lead the way. Other contributions
treating of other phases of our work
are no less interesting and valuable.
Let us have an open Forum in things
agricultural, where all phases of the
subject may be freely and impartially
discussed.

F G K
Haiku, July 11 1917.
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1051 Fort Street

An Exceptionally

Popular Model

LADIES WHITE EGYPTIAN
CLOTH LACED BOOT WITH
IVORY RUBBER SOLES AND

WHITE TOP LIFT ON
HEELS.

$7.50
MAIL ORDERS CAREFULLY

ATTENDED TO.

MANUFACTURERS' SHOE STORE, HONOLULU

HONOLULU

EEPIN cool under fire shows
a good soldier an' good

tobacco. f m

VELVET'S
moothness

and coplness is
largcl) result
of itjjjp years'
Natural Ageing.
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HONOLULpRON
WORKS COMPANY

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF

Plantation ,aju(l Mill

ENGINEERS FOft THE

All is CliaTiiiers Co.
Power Equipment.

HONOLUty,.l4'AVAII.
BRANCHES IN NEW VbRK AND CUBA.
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