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Part Hewspapcts Will
PlayTnZbe Great War

Chief Weapon Of Democracy 7s Cb Press
Declares Eminent ducator"7nspiring
Jfddress that Expresses Ideals Of
Jfmetican newspaper Wen

By WALTER
Dean of the School of Journalism

A great nation girds on its armor.
For what purpose and to what end?
That the world may be made safe for
democracy, that there may be just and
lasting peace. Neither the armor nor
the manner of its girding nor its use
is in itself an end. We are not. in
this hideous war for war's sake. We
are in it for the sake of peace peace
and democracy.

What is democracy- - Just now
many new definitions appear. Autoc-
racy, becoming unpopular under its
old name, seeks continuance by rede-
fining democracy as the rule of the
few, the tyranny ostensibly or really
benevolent of groups of men to whom
education or inheritance or position
or the machinery of government gives

ndvnntaire. Indeed, the de
finitions of democracy are almost as
numerous as those who profess to be
democrats and who do not follow their
own profession.

Let me take for the purpose of this
hour the best definition that I recall.
It is that of Pasteur, the eminent
French scientist, a tanner's son. "The
true democracy," he said, "is that
which permits each individual to put
forth maximum effort." To translate
it yet further into the speech of the
common folks, the trie democracy
secures to every man a chance to
make the most of himself. It

the equal moral worth of
every man. To give practical effect
to democracy thus denned govern-
ments are instituted among men not
as ends in themselves but as means
to an end to insure to each man
everywhere life, liberty and the pur-

suit of happmess, the attainment of
the fullest individual development in
a social state.

But how may journalism in this pre-

sent hour of opportunity serve the
cause of true democracy?

Give People News.

First, by the service of information.
Even in war time the public opinion
of a democractic country is the only
ultimate power. All else is delegated
authority. The kind and character of
this public opinion depends to a large
degree upon the pressthe moral effi-

cacy of the general feeling and judg-
ment which the newspapers do most
to form. For the formation of public
op!nion information is needed. The
newspapers, which while not all of
Journalism affords its largest medium
of expression, must continue to be a
newspaper. This is not now the
president's war nor the war of con-
gress it is the people's war or it
ought not to be a war at all. To make
it the people's war the people must
know the news about the war. To
make it a popular war the imagination
must be stirred as it has not yet been
stirred stirred by the news of the
ideas in combat, by the news of the in-

dividuals in strife. To the intellec-
tual assent which the American people
have given there must be added the
approval of the heart. The taxpayer
will wish o know about the expendi-
ture of his money. The mother will
wish to know about her boy. Journal-
ism may serve by merely recording
things as they are. Accurate informa-
tion must be given of course. Con-
fused and misleading impressions re-
garding facts must be avoided. Noth-
ing that will give aid or comfort to
the enemy should appear in print. The
same fairness and accuracy of state
ment, the same freedom from preju
dice and distortion should cnaracter-iz- e

publication of information in war
timp as In the davs of neace. That it
is more d'Qlcult does not make it any
less necessary. But the news must ap-

pear. The uniformed men aboard
fighting the battles of democracy
should have the support of informed,
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not uninformed, men at home. Indeed
they cannot be supported otherwise.
This war is no game of blindman'8
buff. The first service of journalism
in the present hour is the service un-
to all the people of Information. Here
unto democracy journalism is the first
line of defense.

The second service of Journalism in
this grim hour is the service of exhor-
tation. In an age on ages telling, at
a time when the passions run high or
depression comes, it is difficult to be
calm and sane, to see things clear and
to see them whole, to have courage
and enthusiasm. Journalism has the
opportunity of encouragement. It
may by and edito-
rial page promote calmness and cour
age, it may oe a huiwarK against
hysteria. It may keep the wheels of
business going round so that we shall
have economic strength to bear the
burdens that rest upon the shoulders
of Uncle Sam. Speed up, we will say.
This exhortation should be found upon
reasoned facts. Adequate and accu
rate information must be the basis of
effective exhortation. Journalism is
a prophet as well as a recorder. The
work of Hosea as well as that of
Moses is typical of the service of the
journalist in the present hour. Ro-
mance, the spirit of adventure, has
died in the trenches, but we may keep
it alive in the hearts of men. Are we
not engaged in the search for demo-
cracy's holy grail?

The service of constructive criticism
falls within the province of the press.
Mistakes will be made in the conduct
of the war mistakes have been made
in the conduct of the war. It is the
duty of the press, freed from the
meshes of partisanship and without
thought of selfish advantage, to point
out in the broadest way such mistakes
and thereby to guard as far as may be
possible against their recurrence. In
dividuals temporally holding public
office clothed with a little brief au-
thority or large will wish to be ree
of publicity and of criticism. The
press must not grant them this free-
dom. It will not grant it. Methods
of taxation of the delegation of power
of the raising of revenue and of its
disbursement, questions as to the aim
and purpose of the war and of its con
tinuance are of vital interest and im-
portance to the American people.

Publicity Aid In War Time
Here again the press has a plain

duty to perform. Publicity will cure
evils in war time no less than in the
piping days of peace. A single exam-
ple in the enforcement of the selec-
tive draft measure young men within
the draft- - ages were aBked to answer
a question regarding exemption, a
which at the last it was sought to
withdraw or explain away. When the
question was honestly answered in ac-

cordance with the registration blanks,
we were gravely told that reply there-
to constituted cowardice on the part
of those who replied. Again, state-
ments sent out from Washington blun-
dered into the bureaucratic error of
announcing that registration totals
should equal certain census figures.
These figures however were estimates
made on the census 'of 1910, pure
guess work as to the probable growth
of states in population from 1910 to
1917, an estimate manifestly impossi-
ble to make with any degree of accur-
acy. On such census bureau estimates
charges of slacker states and slacker
communities were unwarrantedly
made. It is in connection with such
practices as these and matters of
much larger consequence, involving
property and life and liberty itself,
that the press of the country must do
the service of constructive criticism.
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Bureaucracy as well as autocracy Is
the enemy of democracy.

Constructive Criticism
Constructive criticism should be con

structive not destructive. The call
ing of names does not suffice. To re
fer to an individual as a n

because he differs from us may evi-
dence the poverty of our vocabulary,
but will not promote better political
conditions. It does not make for na-
tional progress to denounces as trai-
tor men who have other ideas of na
tional safety, or national honor, than
our own.

Constructive criticism will include
interpretative information about the
best in other peoples, not merely the
worst. Lack of acquaintanceship be-

tween peoples promotes misunder-
standing among nations. Undue
boastfulness leads to strife. God is
not an American. The flag above the
church is not of itself an evidence of
genuine partriotsim, nor is the plant-
ing of potatoes nor the purchasing of
Liberty bonds. Constructive criticism
will point out the service that each
man may render through
which is frequently the antithesis of

It will Include humani-
ty in its scope and not narrow itself
by provincial denunciation. The dy-

ing words of Ediih Cavell were:
"Standing as I do in view of God and
men, I realize that patriotism is not
enough. I must have no hatred nor
bitterness towards anyone."

For such criticism there muBt be
freedom. The press, held to account
by existing and proper laws for any
libelous or treasonable utterance,
must hold the very government Itself
to strict accountability. Bad opinion
may be published but who shall say
what is bad and what good opinion?
Surely not the man or men regarding
whom the opinion is expressed. Lese
majeste is a crime under an autocra-
tic government, not in a democracy.

Would Have Prevented War
If the press of Europe had been for

a century free to print the news
by government influence, if it

had been free to discuss in public the
machinations of diplomacy, this hide-
ous war would not have come. Cer-tanl- y

national antagonisms were in
creased and racial hatred embittered
by the international news served out
by official or semiofficial sources, the
Wolff Agency in Germany, Reuter's
in England, the Havas in France, the
Correspondenz Wllhem in Austria, the
Stefanie in Italy, the Ministry of the
Telegraph frankly official in Russia
and others in other lands. The news
as thus circulated was seldom the ac-

tual truth It was what the govern
ments wished the people of their own
nations and the governments and peo
ple of other nations to think was the
truth. Let us permit no sucn irignt-
ful blunder to be made even under
the specious plea of military necessity

in this republic. Many others than
Bismarck manipulated the news. War
took place in the open because
thanks to an enslaved and complacent
press the preparations therefor were
carried on in secret. Censorship was
art nrrpRBOrv hefnre the colossal crime
of war even if it was not a principal
in bringing it about.

Close akin to the service of con
structive criticism that the guess may
render, journalism may press the
preservation and promotion of the
ideals of democracy. What are the
ideals of democracy? Whatever else
we may include within our definition,
certainly it wll contain a declaraton
for freedom of speech, spoken ana
written for the recognition of the
rights of minorities, for the freedom
of the individual nation to work out
its own destiny in its own way as a
national unit in a
and for the freedom of the individual
man while a social unit to work out
his own destiny in his own way, for
the recognition of the equal moral
worth of every man.
Press Freedom Most Important

With all these journalism is con
cerned. Unto the preservation and
promotion of all it may lend aid in
valuable. But with the first is its
primary concern. Indeed, freedom of
written and spoken speech enwraps
them all. He whose mouth is stopped
around whose brain an iron band of
autocratic rule is placed, may never
rise to the full stature of democratic
strength and opportunity. Freedom of
speech is of Interest not merely to the
press. The press is but the outpost,
which if attacked and captured, per
mits the citadel of democracy the
soul of the nation to be .taken. Jour
naltsm may help to win the war. It

may help to win the war aright. But
more than that. It may help to make
the war that is won aright a war
worth winning. I make bold to say
that unless the war preserves and pro-
motes the ideal of democracy, it will
not be worth the winning. We cannot
all think alike. Unity of purpose does
not necessarily mean uniformity of
thought. The British empire, held to-

gether by the colheslve power of a
splendid imperial purpose, consists of
a dominion here, a commonwealth
there, and a principality yonder, un
der the headship of a ruler who is a
king in one land and an emperor In
another. The preservation of the
Ideals of democracy means the preser-
vation of freedom of the press, of the
right of criticism, of individual opin-
ion, of deliberative consideration of
public questions, of disagreement it
may be with one's fellows as to the
met hods of conduct of the war and the
terms of peace.

No more important battle in behalf
of democracy has been waged in re-
cent years than the struggle. in con-
gress against the enactment of the
censorship provision of the espionage
bill. As members of the profession of
journalism, charged with solemn re
sponsibilities in this grave hour, we
may not congratulate ourselves upon
a complete and d victory.
Unfortunately the victory was not won
upon the plain issue of the freedom of
the to a democracy

but was in some measure the re
sult of the desire of certain members
of congress to oppose a bill presented
by one of the agents of the people in
office in Washington. Victory did not
come upon the broad ground of the
constitutional prerogative of the press
but to a degree upon clouded and
partisan Issues. Fortunately, how
ever, we have a constitutional provi-
sion upon which the press may stand.
Let me quote from an old document
which is still the supreme law in the
United States, made for times of war,
as for times of peace. "Congress
shall have no power," Bays the Con
stitution of the United States, "to pass
laws abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press." The people of this
republic, It may be said in passing, de-

clined to ratify the Constitution until
this addition thereto was agreed upon.

Supreme Task of Press
Back even of the Constitution is the

fundamental right and necessity of
public opinion to express itself with-
out which there is no democracy. We
come here to the ulterior power. The
statement of its sovereignty needs no
apology. Not only the honor and dig
nity but the very existence of a demo
cratic state depend upon it. To pre-
serve and promote them, by the crea
tion of a sound and wholesome pub-
lic opinion, is the supreme task to
which the press must summon its
every resource. Let no d ne
cessity of war be permitted to be a
cover for reactionary measures. It
hath not yet been proved that a re-
public armed to the teeth and bent
only upon material things shall en-
dure. It Is the spirit of nations, as of
men, that keepeth alive.

Another and final service that jour
nalism may render is the service of
construction after the war. The
United States has a future as well as
a present. Many catchwords are used
to describe the present world-shatterin-

strife. Certainly this one is true.
It is or should be a War to End Wars.
So the press, through news column and
editorial comment and interpretation,
may help may largerly help to make
impossible another war. This will be
a different sort of a world when the
war is ended as the war must end.
It will be a sadder but a more plastic
world. The press may help to create
public opinion that will dictate terms
ob peace that will bring peoples every-
where opportunities for social Justice,
for economic Justice, for political jus-
tice in short for democracy. Jingo-
ism should go, excessive armor should
be cast into the scrap heap. A new
era should come in which all the world
will believe in and practice the brief
that governments are not handed
from above, that no individual group
of individuals m chosen as beast of
burden and none booted and spurred
to ride them. The press will have
taught the American people to be
good sportsmen, to win the grim
game of war fairly and when it is won
with no rancor in the victor's heart,
with no rancor in the victorys' heart.
The talk about reconstruction after
the war should begin now, not after
the war is ended.

(Continued on Page Three.)
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1. All trains daily except Sundays.
A Special Train (Labor Train) will leave Wailuku dally, except Buneaji,
at 5:30 a. m., arriving at Kahulul at 5:5 a. tu., connecting vltk

6:00 a. m. for Puunene.
J BAGGAGE RATES: 150 pounds ot personal baggage will carried free

charge on each whole ticket, 75 pounds on halt ticket, wkea
baggage is In charge of on the same as tae holder of the Uekel
For baggage cents per 100 pounds or part thereof Trill
charged.

For Ticket Fares and other information see Local Passenger Tariff ICO,
No. I, or inquire at of the Depots.

SERA
Massage Treatment in Your Own Home.
Phone, HATANAKA, WAILUKU, Appointment.

Hae You Ever Heard of the Hawaiian Foundation?
IT IS A TRUST ORGANIZED FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL, THE PEOPLE OF THE COMMUNITY.

SOME PEOPLE HAVE NO ONE TO WHOM THEYCARE TO LEAVE THEIR PROPERTY.
OTHERS DO NOT KNOW TO WHOM THEY SHOULD LEAVE THEIR PROPERTY SO THAT THE SHOULD DO THE MOST GOOD.

THE HAWAIIAN FOUNDATION WILL USE THE INCOME DERIVED FROM THE MONIES LEFT TO IT FOR CHARITABLE, AND
RELIGIOUS PURPOSES.

OR FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE WHICH YOU DESIRE.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED WRITE US AND WE WILL SEND YOU A BOOKLET ON THIS SUBJECT.
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