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'A Strange Belief

About Forest Fires

Old Theory Of No Value According To

Forest Service Experts Enormous

Quantity Of Fiber Destroyed In

California

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 10. There
is an odd belief widespread through
the mountainous regions of California
in the benefit and ralue of forest fires,
according to the Forest ServLce. The
essence of this belief, known as "light
burning," la that a fire spreading along
the ground in the forest does no dam-

age to the timber, but removes the lit-

ter and underbrush which, if allowed
to accumulate, becomes fuel for a fire
that in time will consume the mature
timber. Therefore, In the opinion of
those holding this theory, occasional
fires in a forest are beneficial and
necessary. The Indians and early
settlers, it is said, always "light burn-
ed" the forests in order to make feed
for the deer and the cattle and to
clear the brush out of the way, and
these fires did the forest no barm, but
on the other hand, did a great deal of
good.

This theory, declare the experts of
the Forest Service, although a some-
what plausible one on its face, Is en-
tirely fallacious, and light burning, if
practiced, would do an immense harm
to the forests of California and affect
adversely the welfare of the ' entire
state. The damage done to the young
growth by a "light fire" is severe.
Fifty percent of the trees between ten
and fifteen feet high are usually kill-
ed by a fire running through the for-
est. Nor is any permanent protection
given the forests by the removal of
the litter on the ground by fire, for
within a few months It accumulates
thicker than ever from the immense
amount of foliage and young stuff
killed but not consumed by the light
fire. This material begips to fall soon
after the light fire, and in a year or
two Is often more plentiful than ever
before.

A few years ago the Forest Service
experimented with "light burning" on
an eighty-acr- e tract In Shasta Coun-
ty near Castle Rock. The tract which
had not been touched by fire for four-
teen years, consisted of dense thickets
of young trees, mature timber, patch-
es of brush and grass. Fire was al-

lowed to run uncontrolled over it.
Part of the litter was consumed and
much brush was killed but not burn-
ed. Sixty percent of the young trees
between ten and fifteen feet high were
killed. Six months later the litter on
the ground was just as plentiful ai It
had been at the time of the fire. Two
and a half years after the experiment,
the needles and leaves on the ground
were fifty percent more than at the
time of the burn. It was estimated
that the risk of fire in this tract had
been increased at least fifty percent
In less than three' years.

, .This erroneous "light burning" theo-
ry has not been entirely confined to
mountaineers. A year or two ago, the
officials of a Sierra power company,
it is said, thinking to decrease . the
fire hazard along the right of way of
a large lumber flume, caused to be
set controlled fires. A year or two
later an accidental fire spread to this
right of way, and so great was the ac-

cumulation of the needles and debris,
the fruit or the light burn, that thli
accidental fire could not be controlled.
It wiped out several hundred feet of
flume, causing a great loss to the com-
pany.

It would have been much better tor
the forests of California, declare the
forest experts, if the Indians and ear-
ly settlers had not set the fires they
are credited with setting. As a result
of fire, there Is not a forest In Califor-
nia that contains as many mature
trees as the ground is capable of sup-

porting. Of the 1,300,000 acres of
lands covered with the brush in the
National Forests of California, a mil-

lion acres at one time supported
dense stands of mature timber. There
is evidence at hand that 25 billion feet
of mature timber have been destroy-
ed by fire in California, enough to
run all the mills of the State for 25
years. There is one region In the
Squaw Creek country in Shasta Coun-

ty of 150,000 acres that in the sixties
was heavily forested. Today it Is chief
ly a chaparral desert due to a fire in
the seventies. Another fire in this
same region on the southeast slope of
Mt, Shasta near McCloud destroyed
10,000 acres of yellow pine and sugar
pine in the seventies. The Umber has
never returned. Chaparral has taken
its place. Undoubtedly, declare the
ForeBt officers, this belief In the value
of light burning has been responsible
for a loss of millions of dollars to Call
fornia.

Some Good

Shows Coming
"The Prison Without Walls"

Two-fiste- Wallace Reid was se
lected for the star of the film which
goes on at the Wailuku Orpheum Sun-

day night, and those who have become
acquainted with his work through his
frequent and popular appearance here
may take it for granted that he will
do justice to the part he has. "The
Prison Without Walls," the story of
a campaign against the iniquities of
the prison system with an excellent
human interest story back of it, affords
Reld opportunities to do his best, and
Myrtle Stedman, his completes
an interesting combination.

Reld was the first movie star to
realize the pulling power of the real
fight on the screen and his work in
"The Birth of a Nation," Griffith's
masterpiece, put an end forever in first
class productions of the fake battle.
When Reid scraps, he scraps, and if
he gets beaten it is because the scen-

ario called for that. There is a bonus
In the studio to the man who beats
him in a film fight sufficiently well to
make the audience believes it. Incid-
entally, the present story was written
for him with his two-fiste- powers in
mind.
Pauline Frederick as "Sapho"

It will not be difficult for patrons
of the Orpheum on Wednesday next
to imagine Tauline Frederick appear-
ing in the title role of "Sapho". There
is something about this popular star
that fixes her as an Ideal artist for
part of the heroine of the immotal
Daudet story.

There are a few slight changes in
the camera version of this popular
play and one very Important one.
In the finale, both book and stage
play, Sapho continued to live a life
that was considered far from proper.
In the screen story the present war
has been drawn upon to good purpose
and the heroine is made to repent,
take up Red Cross work and make
every, effort to repent for her early
dissipations. The changes have taken
nothing away from the story or play.

Thomas Meighan appears as Jean
Gaussin, student lover of the famous
Parisian artist's model and the bal
ance of the cast includes Frank Lo- -

see, John Sainpolis, Pedro de Cordo-

ba. This is one of the strongest casts
of Famous Players sent to Wailuku
in some time.
"The Battle Of Life"

"The Battle of Life" Is the ofrering
and Gladys Coburn and Art Acord are
the stars. This is a pair of new fea-

tured artists over the Fox circuit and
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they are equal to the usual high stand-
ard set by the Fox stars.

The story deals with a young girl,
raised amongst crooks and as a crook.
There Is nothing in crookdom with
which this miss is not thoroughly
conversant All the tricks of the game
are well-know- n to her. The follow-
ing of the underworld, however, fails
to have the charm for her that it
has for so many of her unfortunate
sister and brothers. She rebels
against the life and decides it is not
for her. The strength that is needed
in renouncing the life to which she
has been Hccustumed and the thor-
oughness with which Bhe eventually
reforms are the features of the film
drama.

On Sunday, September 2nd, one of
the most noteworthy productions of
the season will be offered at the Ka-hul-

Lyceum. II. B. Warner whose
great characterization of the Begsar
in the "Beggar of Cawnpore" was re-

ceived with such enthusiasm will be
seen in "The Market of Vain Desire."
So great is Mr. Snyder's belief in the
worth and value of this picture that
special invitations have been sent to
the members of the clergy on Maul to
attend that evening and give their
personal criticism of this fine intel-
ligent work of Mr. Thos. H. Ince.

No more appropriate picture could
have been secured for a Sunday per-

formance. The intellectual value of
this picture is as great, if not greater,
than the production of the Tassion
Play. A young minister in a New
England church attracts the attention
of the heads of one of the large New
York churches. They induce him to
come to New York and take up his
work in the church where the former
m'ulster has benn taken by death. In
the city he meets and falls in love
with a wealthy young member of his
congregation whose parents are bent
on her marrying a Frenchman whose
title Is to them the height of their
ambitions. Asked to announce her
engagement from the pulpit the min-

ister in a last attempt to bring the
girl to her senses calls in a woman
from the streets and taking her Ijito
his pulpit he asks whether the girl is
any worse whose body is sold on the
streets for gain than the women whose
body is sold in the Market of Vain
Desire. This picture was recommend-
ed by many of the ministers and
priests in the states as containing a
moral lesson of Immense value and
advising everyone to see it. Mr.
Snyder is arranging a special musical
program to accompany this production
on Sunday night at the Lyceum. The
performance will commence at 8:00
o'clock. Adv.
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City Comforts
CAN BE YOURS WITH

DELCO-LIGH- T

A complete electric
plant simple, com-
pact, efficient and
wonderfully economic-
al. It pays for Itself.
Ask us to tell you the
comfort it will give you

at reasonable cost.

The Hawaiian Electric

Company, Ltd.
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Stcinwoy nd Starr
PIANOS

We have a large stock of

Inside Player Pianos
at fair prices and easy terms.
We take old pianos in exchange.

Thayer Piano Co., Ltd
HONOLLU, HAWAII.
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CUBAHY'S

BRAND

CANNED MEATS

The Henry Waterhouse Trust Co., Ltd.

BUYS AND SELLS REAL ESTATE, STOCKS AND BONDS.
WRITES FIRE AND LIFE INSURANCE.

NEGOTIATES LOANS AND MORTGAGES.
SECURES INVESTMENTS.

A list of High Grade Securities Mailed on Application.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

HONOLULU, HAWAII P. O. BOX 346.
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When H?ou flbamt

this is one place where you can get all the materials and

tools necessary, and have them promptly delivered.

Lewers & Cooke, Ltd.
169-17- 7 South King Street HONOLULU

HONOLUILU IRON
WORKS COMPANY

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF

Plantation and Mill
Equipment

ENGINEERS FOR THE

Allis Chalmers Co.
Power Equipment.

HONOLULU, HAWAII.
BRANCHES IN NEW YORK AND CUBA.

boneless.
WtCUDAHY PACKINGS

For Sale at Leading Markets and Grocers

Hawaii TVloot Co., Ltd.
Sole Distributors for the Territory , of Hawaii.


