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PROSPECTUS.
Th* Madi.onun will be devoted to the aupport ol

the principle, and doctrine, of the democratic party, aa

delineated by Mr. Madison, and will aun to consummate

that political reform in the theory and practice of the
national government, which haa been repeatedly indi¬
cated by the general aulferage, a. aawntial to the peace
and prosperity of the country, aud to the perfection and
perpetuity of it* free in.titution.. At ihi* time a singu¬
lar state of affaire ia presented. The commercial in¬

terest. of the country are overwhelmed with embarr***-
ment; it. monetary cone^o* a»e unuaually disordered ;

everv ramification of society ia invaded by distrea., and
the social edifice seems threatened with disorganisation;
every car is filled with prediction* of evil and the inur-

murings of despondency; tho general government ia
boldly ...ailed by a large and respectable portion of the
people, aa the direct cauae of their difficulties { open
resistance to the laws ia publicly encouraged, and a

spirit of insubordination is fostered, as a necessary
defence to the pretended usurpationa of the party in
power some, from whom better things were hoped, are

making the " confusion worse confounded," by a head¬
long pur»uit of extreme notions and indefinite phantoms,
totally incompatible with a wholesome state of the
country. In tho midst of all these difficulties and em¬

barrassments, it ia feared that many of the lesa firm of
the friend, of the administration and supporter* of
democratic principles are wavering in their confidence,
and beginning, without just cauae. to view with distrust
those men to whom they have been long attached, and
whose elevation they have laboured to promote from
honest and patriotic motive*. Exulting in the anticipa¬
tion of dismay and confusion amongst the supporters of
the administration as the consequence of these things,
the opposition are consoling themselves with th* idea
that Mr. Van Durcn'a fnenda, as a national party, are

verging to dissolution ; and they allow no opportunity to

pass unimproved to give eclat to their own doctrine*.
They are, indeed, maturing plans for their own future
government of the country, with seeming confidence of
certain success.

This confidence is increased by the fact, that visionary
theories, and an unwise adherence to the plan for n

exclusirc metallic currency have unfortunately earned
sonic beyond the actual and t*ie policy of the govern¬
ment; and, by impairing public confidence in the credit
system, which ought to be preserved and regulated, but
not destroyed, have tended to increase the difficulties
under which the country is now labouring. All these
seem to indicate the ncce*aity of a new organ at the
seat of government, to be established upon sound prin¬
ciples, a nd to represent faithfully, and not to dictate, the
real policy of the administration, and the true sentiments,
measures, and interests, of tho great body of its sup¬
porters. The necessity also appears of the adoption of
more conservative principle* than the conduct of those
seems to indicate who seek to remedy abuse* by de¬
stroying the institutions with which they are found con¬
nected. Indeed some measure of contribution is deemed
essential to the enhancement of our own self-respect at

home, and to the promotion of the honor and credit of
the nation abroad.
To meet these indications this undertaking has been

instituted, and it is hoped that it will produce the effect
of inspiring the timid with courage, the desponding with
hope, and the whole country with confidence in tho
administration of its government. In this view, this
journal will not seek to lead, or to follow any faction, or

to advocate the view, of any particular detachment of
men. It will aspire to accord a just measure of sup¬
port to each of the co-ordinate branches of the govern¬
ment, in the lawful exercise of their constitutional
prerogatives. It will address itself to the understandinga
of men, rather than appeal to any unworthy prejudice*
or evil passions. It will rely invariably upon the prin¬
ciple, that the strength and security of American insti¬
tutions depend upou the intelligence and virtue of the
people.
The Maoisonian will not, in any event, be made the

instrument of arraying the north and the south, the cast
and the west, in hostile attitudes towards each other,
upon any subject of either general or local interest. It
will reflect only that spirit and those principles of mutual
conccssion, compromise, and reciprocal good-will, which
so eminently characterized the inception, formation, and
subsequent adoption, by the several States, of tho con¬
stitution of the United States. Moreover, in the same
hallowed spirit that has, at all periods since tho adoption
of that sacred instrument, characterized its dkfknck
by thb PEOPLE, our press will hasten to its support at

every emergency that shall arise, from whatever quarter,
and under whatever guise of philanthropy, policy, or

principle, the antagonist power may appear.-
If, in this responsible undertaking, it shall be our

good fortune to succeed to any degree in promoting the
harmony and prosperity of the country, or in conciliating
jealousies, and allaying the asperities of party warfare,
by demeaning ourself amicably towards all; by indulg¬
ing personal animosities towards none; by conducting
ourself in the belief that it is perfectly practicable to
differ with others in matters of principle and of expc-
iency, without a mixture of personal unkitidncs* or loss
reciprocal respect; and by "asking nothing that is

no clearly right, and submitting to nothing that is
wrong," then, and not otherwise, will the full measure

its intention be accomplished, and our primary rule
for its guidance be sufficiently observed and satisfied.

This enterprize has not been undertaken without the
approbation, advisement, and pledged support of many
of the leading and soundest minds in the ranks of the
deinocractic republican party, in the extreme north and
in the extreme south, in the east and in the west. An
association of both political experience and talent of the
highest order will render it competent to carry forward
the principles by which it will lie guided, and make it
useful as a political organ, and interesting as a journal
of news. Arrangements also have been made to fix the
establishment upon a substantial and permanent basis.
The subscriber, therefore, relies upon the public for so
much of their confidence and encouragement only as the
fidelity of his press to their great national interests shall
prove itself entitled to rcceive.

THOMAS ALLEN.
Washington City. D C. July, 1837.
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From the Providence (R. I.) Courier.
We copy from the Boston Daily Advocate

the subjoined article, which, with one or two

unimportant errors, givea, a» we bolieve, a
faithful and accurate statement of the origin
nature and object of the war now waged by
Chili against Peru.

Information in reference to this matter com¬
ing through the Chilian and Buenos Ayrean
papers, is to be received with great distrust-
inasmuch as the press is, in both countries'
hampered by Government interference and
censorship.

It is amusing enough to see the charge of
tyranny brought against Gen. Santa Cruz by
these enslaved presses: for it is well known
to those who are at all acquainted with South
American affairs, that this distinguished indi¬
vidual is one of the most enlightened and li¬
beral-minded men that the Spanish Ameri¬
can revolution has produced, and that this
Government is far mora mild, and more sub¬
ject to the wholesome restraints of law, than
either that of Buenos Ayres or Chili.

Indeed, it is difficult to conceive of a more

frightful and debasing despotism than that es¬

tablished by the Dictator, Rosas, in the for¬
mer unhappy country; whilst the actual ad¬
ministration of the latter has, after arriving at
its post by violence, destroyed the liberty of
the press, and filled the prisons and places of
banishment with persons accused of political
offences ; some of them amongst the earliest
and most meritorious patriots of the revolu¬
tion.

THE TYRANT OF PERU.

The American press is adopting the denun¬
ciations in the Chilian papers of General San¬
ta Cruz,-the accomplished and enlightened
President of the confederation of Peru and
Bolivia, with evidently.an entire ignorance
of tho grounds of the unreasonable war which
Chili is forcing on Peru. Now tho real facts
are, that General Santa Cruz is the most li¬
beral friend of the United States that has ever
been placed at the head of affairs in any of
the South American States; and tho war of
Chili and Peru is a war directly against the
interests of the United States. Instead of be¬
ing a tyrant and usurper, General Santa Cruz
has been duly called to the office he holds,
as President Protector, and has put an end to
the feuds that had caused such frequent revo¬
lutions in Peru, as to render the commerce of
the 1 nited States with that portion of South
America, extremely precarious.
Tho two States of Peru and Bolivia, were

constantly at variance, principally respecting
tlieir ports of entry. The natural relations
of the two States pointed to a union, as the
best possible security to both, and this was

effected by as free expression of the popular
will as can be. attained in the present condi¬
tion of South American Republics. While
the civil war between Peru and Bolivia was

going on, the channel of foreign commerce
was diverted from the former to Valparaiso.
Chili also had the exclusive benefit of the
market of Lima, for her great staple, wheat.
I he duties on American flour and cottons, in
Peru amounted to prohibition, and it was a

matter of great interest to the United States
to open that market to our flour and manu¬
factures. All the attempts of our official
agents to effect that object, had failed until
General Santa Cruz was placed at the head
of affairs. He clearly perceived the force of
the arguments urged by our minister, that it
was for the interest of Peru to open her ports
to American flour and cottons at a reasonable
duty, which would prevent smuggling, and in¬
sure the receipt of a certain'revenue from that
source.
The former did not come in competition

with any staple of Peru, and the latter was

so much preferred to the coarse fabrics pro¬
duced by hand labor in the mountains, that
high duties only held out temptations to smug¬
gling. The result has been, that under the
administration of General Santa Cruz, and
through the active influence of our late min¬
ister to Peru, the United States obtained what
could never be obtained before, viz. a reduc¬
tion of the prohibitory duty on cottons to 20
per cent, and on flour to $6 per barrel; and
also a treaty of commerco placing the United
States, which had previously been behind
Great Britain in ail commercial relations, on

the footing of the most favored nations.
It is mainly for this act of justice and li¬

berality to the United States, that Chili is
waging that very war against Peru, which
the American press so ignorantly applauds as

a war against a " a tyrant and usurper."
The restoration of permanent peace be¬

tween Bolivia and Peru, by their Confedera¬
tion, has restored trade to its original channel,
and this is a loss of commercial advantage to
Chili. But her greatest complaint is, that no

higher duties are imposed, on American flour
than on Chilian wheat, and the former being
of much better quality and decidedly prefer¬
red, it gioes the United States the advantage
in competition. Her demand therefore is,
that Peru shall give Chili the exclusive bene¬
fit of the market for wheat; and this is at the
bottom of the war she is now waging. Everv
effort has been made to drive American flour
from Peru. The agents of Chili have fre¬
quently alarmed the people by representations
ol pretended chemical examinations, showing
that American flour, which is much whiter
than the Chilian article, was made so by be¬
ing adulterated with plaster of Paris, or other
pernicious ingredients, and this prejudice has
been removed only by the fact being at last
understood that the genuine article was

cheaper than the pretended adulterations.
In the meantime, Gen. Santa Cruz has

merely stood on the defensive. He has re¬

sorted to no aggression, and has at all times
been desirous to avert the war. So honor-
ablo and high minded has been his course,
that when Chili, by a most treacherous act,
sent a vessel of war into Callao, and cut out
several of the vessels of Peru, that were ly¬
ing there unmanned, and not apprehending
any attack, even this outrage did not induce
the General to retaliate. On tho impulse of
tho moment, he issued an order to imprison
the Chilian Minister, and every Chilian in
1 cru, but a moment s reflection mduced him
to recall the order, and the persons and pro¬
perty of every C hilian were sacredly pro¬
tected. Peru has sought no redress by as¬

sailing Chili, and President Santa Cruz »
ready and desirous to adjust the difficulty at

any moment, by placing Chili on the same

footing with the United States, but this will
not satisfy b"*.
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Ai the sirne time, if Chili persists in her
mad scheme, she will only meet with defeat
and disgrace abroad, and revolution st home.
Peru is able to repel all attscks that can be
made, and the party in power in Chili, who
undertake this war, are urged oil by the oppo¬
sition, who look to it for a revolution and
change of government at home.

VVe trust, therefore, that before the Ameri¬
can press adopts the Chilian version of this
matter, and denounces Santa Cruz, they will
look into the facts, and not join Chili in a war

upon the interests of the merchants of tho
United States. In our commerce with Peru,
large vessels are employed to best advantage,
for the benefit of return cargoes of copper,
hides, 6ic. Their principal articles out, are

dry goods, &c. which are not bulky. They
need something to fill up, that will pay a

freight out. Flour is that article, and if the
duties permit its being shipped, so as to pay
freight, it insures a good voyage. We now

enjoy that advantage under the liberal admi¬
nistration of General Santa Cruz. Surely,
then, it is not our business to take part with
Chili, who is making war on him for not ex¬

cluding our flour and giving her the exclusive
market.

THE CREDIT SYSTEM.
Extract of Gov. Clark's message to the Legis¬

lature of Kentucky now in session.
Since the last session of the Legislature, an

unusual and wide-spread derangement of the
pecuniary concerns of the whole country has
occurred, involving consequences fearfully
injurious to the operations of trade and vitally
affecting every effort of industry and enter¬

prise. The banks in our State, as well as

those in every other part of the United States,
have suspended specie payments, refusing to
redeem their notes in circulation, by the pay¬
ment of gold and silver. This position was

assumed by them in May last, and is still re¬

tained, although during that period those of
our own State have been managed in good j
faith, with a view to as speedy a resumption
of specie payments as practicable, reducing
in the mean time, their notes in circulation as

rapidly and to as great an extent as the wants
and necessities of the country would permit;
not forgetting that it was their duty to afford
to the country in its period of difficulty and
distress, all the relief in their power, they
have acted throughout fully and honestly upon
this principle, and have uniformly manifested
a high regard to the general interest and wel¬
fare of the country.
A refusal 011 the part of the banks to pay

their notes in gold or silver when demanded,
cannot be defended by arguments compatible
with the dictates of honesty/; and is prohibited
by a true regard to their own prosperity; nor

is it reconcilable with our laws and the spirit
of th j Constitution; and is, manifestly, repug¬
nant to our republican notions of good faith
and fair dealing. Banks should have no pri¬
vileges in the fulfilment of contracts denied to
the citizen. He is compelled to pay his debts,
and a want of punctuality affects his standing
and his credit. No sound or even plausible
reason can be assigned, why the same conduct
on the part of the banks, should not be produc¬
tive of the same effects ; that indulged in by
individuals calls down upon them the merited
chastisement of public condemnation. The
operations of the banks are more extended, the
consequences of their want of punctuality
more injurious and deranging to the whole bu¬
siness of the country, their example carries
with it amoral contagion, loosening the strong
ties of conscientious, as well as legal obliga¬
tion, and relaxing the binding effects and
quickening influence among men, of a deep
sense of right, justice and propriety. They
ought then to be held even to a more strict
adherence to their duties, a more unwavering
compliance with all 'legal requisitions, than
individual citizens. It is demanded by a due
regard to the purity of our laws and our insti¬
tutions, by that feeling in favor of equal rights
and privileges that pervades the hearts of free¬
men every where, by all tho considerations
connected with a desire to promote the public
welfare, and by thkse solemn obligations that
we are under as Christians and as patriots,
not only to preserve, but to cherish a sense of
justico and the power of moral influence in the
community.

Banks are generally compelled to suspend
the payments of their notes !>y unrestrained
issues, by emissions to an extent unwarranted
by their amount of capital and by the opera¬
tion of adventitious circumstances in forcing
back upon them their notes for payment. In¬
numerable are the evils that flow from exces¬

sive issues of paper money. They generate
a wanton and capricious spirit of speculation
.they give rise to idleness and produce sud¬
den, inevitable and destructive changes in the
value of property, or with more propriety it
might be said, in the value of the circulating
medium itself. One single commodity may
rise or fall in its value, by its own abundance
or scarcity; but when there is a great and uni¬
versal advance in the prices of all commodi¬
ties, it is manifest that property has not only
risen, but money has fallen in value. The
increase of money, even in consequence of
internal industry, profitable trade, and great
national prosperity, will necessarily have the
effect of raising the price of labor and of all
its products. But when an amount is thrown
into circulation beyond the fair demands of
trade and the ordinary wants of the commu¬

nity, it will be attended with much more per¬
nicious effects, by seeking employment in
untried and visionary projects, and yielding to

the wild impulses of sudden and inordinate
gain. The condition of some of the monar¬

chies in Europe ought to teach us a lesson on

this subject, and their history is replete with
salutary examples. Spain, when she acquired
possession of South America, was one of the
most powerful and wealthy States in Europe.
It would at that time have been deemed an

indication of insanity, to have suggested the
possibility of her population growing poor by
means of their gold and silver mines.it has
however happened. They thought that gold
and silver would procure every thing for them,
without labor or industry ; forgetting that it
pampered idleness and imposed on them the
necessity of paying so much more to those
who were willing to perform the labor of the
country. It is evident that money must fall
or rise in value, in proportion to the quantity
in market, compared with the demand there is
for its application to legitimate purposes : and
that, consequently, when the quantity exceeds

the demand although the exceaa may be tem¬
porarily diverted from its proper employment,
yet at no very diatant period, it will always re¬
turn upon the Banks that put it in circulation.
I his, in conjunction with other causes, forced
» great many of the hanks in the U. States,
that had extended their ittaues beyond a rea¬
sonable limit, to refuse the payment of their
debts in gold or silver. The banks in this
State had not, however, put into circulation
an amount of notes beyond that authorized by
their charters, and sanctioned by the closest
regard to their own safely and the public se¬

curity. Yet, when a general suspension has
taken plat e among the banks, it became man¬
ifest that gold and silver would command a
considerable premium, and that the banks of
this State would not be able' to keep any of
their notes in circulation, if they alone paid
specie, when all the other banks in the Union
refused to do it. Under these circumstances
they adopted the same policy, that the others
had found neceasary to their interest or safety
to adopt, urging, as their justification, a duty
which they felt under to their own Slate, the
source from whence they derived their char¬
tered privileges, to preserve the means of fur¬
nishing it with a circulating medium sufficient
to answer, as far as practicable, the demands
o! industry and the wants of internal trade;
as it was evident that unless this policy was

adopted by them, their gold and silver would
all have been withdrawn, and their paper re¬
turned upon them, leaving the community des¬
titute of a circulating medium of any descrip¬
tion. Since that period, they have, as far as

the necessities of the public would bear it,
curtailed their issues and acted more with a
view to inspire confidence and place them¬
selves in a condition to resume specie pay¬
ments at any moment, than with the selfish de¬
sign of making a profit and adding to the emo¬
luments of these institutions.
By the provisions of the charters of the

Bank of Kentucky and of the Northern Bank
of Kentucky, a failure or refusal to make pay¬
ment of their notes in specie, or any other vio¬
lation of their charters, is cause of forfeiture ;
but the forfeiture has to be enforced by legis¬
lative action in directing the Attorney Gene¬
ral to institute proceeding for that purpose.
1 he Louisville .Bank of Kentucky, forfeits
her charter by the law under which she exists,
by a similar refusal, and it is made the duty
of the Attorney for the Commonwealth or

Attorney General, to proceed against her and
procure a judgment of forfeiture, w ithout any
further legislative direction on the subject.
As all these banks have violated their charters
and thereby incurred the penalty of forfeiture,
the question is presented and has to be decid¬
ed by you, whether, they shall be deprived of
their chartered privileges, and be compelled
to wind up their business ! or whether, the
exercise of their privileges shall still be al¬
lowed them.and if so, to what guards and
restrictions they ought, in justicc to the com¬

munity, to be subjected ?
There are some views connected with this

subject, that forcibly present themselves at the
first glance, and claim our serious considera¬
tion. On what are we to rely for a circulat¬
ing medium, if these banks arc not permitted
to continue in operation ? Shall we look U>
tho General Government for a National Bank,
or shall we return to an unmixed metallic
currency ? These are questions of weighty
import, and ought to be deliberately and dis¬
passionately considered. To enforce a for¬
feiture of the charters of our banks would,
undoubtedly, add greatly to the present em¬
barrassment of the country. The debt due
them would have to be collected rapidly,
thereby withdrawing from circulation all their
paper, yet still leaving a portion of that debt
unpaid, without any thing to fill the vacuum

occasioned by that withdrawal. Already are

individuals to be found looking to the Govern¬
ment for aid and desiring the benefit of relief
laws. How much more extensive would be¬
come this feeling of dependence and this de¬
sire for legislative interference, if the country
had to undergo the sudden and unavoidable
pressure and embarrassment incident to such
an operation. So far as it can be accomplish¬
ed, Government should prevent all occasion
for a reliance upon it for relief. It should,
however, at the same time, be understood
distinctly, that it has no constitutional power
or right in any possible state of things, to in¬
terfere between man and man, in relation to
their private contracts. It is not proper to re¬

pair private losses, incurred in any pursuit
whatever, by enacting laws to operate in fa¬
vor of one, at the expense of another class of
citizcns. That would be virtually to take the
property of one citizen and apply it to the use

of another. The Government ought never

to interfere with private pursuits. Its real
duty is to have and enforce a general system
of laws, operating equally upon all, and to
leave every citizen and every interest under
its influence and protection, to secure the ad¬
vantages resulting from tho exercise of econo¬

my, prudence, and industry. Whenever the
conviction is fully impressed on the public
mind, that no legislation for the exclusive be¬
nefit of the debtor portion of tho community,
can take place consistently with the spirit of
tho constitution, or the fair demands of an

honest policy, even in periods of tho greatest
derangement and distress, every citizen in¬
stead of relying on temporizing expedients
and relief laws, will feel that his sure and
only dependence is, on his own industrious ex¬

ertions aided by prudence and persevering
economy.
To force these banks out of existence, and

to create new ones, would not, so far as I can

perceive, be productive of any advantage.
On the contrary, the business of the country
would be still more deranged, and tho pres¬
sure of the people greatly augmented during
the operation of such a process. New hanks,
if established, could not bo subjected to any
restrictions, that might not bo imposed on

those we have, nor would they stand higher
in public estimation, having to be necessarily,
of the same local character and limited means;
and it being impossible to place their manage¬
ment in tho hands of officers, in whose abili¬
ty and integrity the country would repose a

greater degree of merited confidence, than in
those, who now have control of the existing
banks. To rely on the banks of neighboring
states for a circulating medium would be, to
make ourselves liable to all the evils of a lo¬
cal paper currency, without deriving from it
any of its advantages, and I feel very sure,
that it is a project that will be advocated by
none.

If, ill any state of affairs, a metallic cur¬

rency would meet the wants of a commercial
people, it is manifest, that we are not now in
a condition to abandon the whole system of
credit, under the operation of which all private
and public transactions now in existence, hare
originated, and all the business and trade of
the country have for a long period of time
been regulated. Such a change would work
glaring injustice and oppression.it would
paralize every branch of industry, and every
effort of enterprise.it would be a deadly
blight to individual hope, and a fatal blow to
the best interest of the body politic. If the
credit system, with its decided advantages
over all other plans that have been proposed
in its stead, is fully understood and appreciat¬
ed, it is very certain that the abuses of the
system, which have been urged against it with
so much zeal and clamor, and which are of a
nature to be guarded against, would never be
permitted to operate its overthrow. To at¬
tempt the transaction of the extensive busi¬
ness of this country without its powerful aid
would be an untried experiment, and the com¬
prehensive operation and extensive effects of
such an experiment are too serious and too
disastrous, in all their aspects, to be lightly
hazarded. Experiments are usually made
upon a small scale and their failure when it
occurs, only produces limited evils, but when
made by Governments, they operate on an
extended scale, they affect every interest of
society, and the consequences of a failure
would be so fearful and tremendous, that they
should never be risked upon mere faint hopes
of success, derived from the wild speculations
of visionary theorists. It is the province of
wisdom not to rest on vague abstraction, not
to iudulge in thoughtless innovations, but to
consult the familiar paths we have heretofore
trodden; look to the history of other nations,
investigate the cause of known events, exam¬
ine the operation of past measures, and rely
upon those that wo know by past experience
to be safe. The credit system commenced
with our Government, it has grown with our

growth, it has been incorporated with our in¬
stitutions.it has fashioned our mo le of busi¬
ness.it is in some measure connected with
all the transactions of the people, as well in
trade, as in agricultural and mechanical pur¬
suits, and is suited to the wishes and wants of
society. By it industry has been rewarded,
enterprise encouraged, and every branch of
business forwarded in its exertions. It has
already achieved much for us.in private con¬

cerns, it has had a most extended operation,
advancing even beyond the expectations of the
most sanguine, the profits of the agriculturist,
and the interest of all classes in the commu¬

nity. In public affairs it has, if possible, ac¬

complished still more for us. To it we are

indebted, for our whole system of internal
improvement, and all the works of that cha¬
racter that have grown up under its influence.
It has opened for us canals, built tip railmads,
constructed turnpikes, and created that public
spirit in the country, that advocates with un¬

faltering energy the system of internal im¬
provement as one, calculated to produce the
mo*t beneficial effects on the permanent pros¬
perity of the nation.

This system has elevated England to the
enviable condition of being the first commer¬
cial and manufacturing nation in the world.
She is, in all the essentials of wealth, greatly
in advance of all the other nations in Europe.
Destitute of the encouraging influence of this
system, the most prosperous of these nations,
have made slow progress in the onward march,
whilst others have retrograded until they ap-
sroximate the lowest stage of political and
pocial degradation.

DOCCMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE MESSAGE.

OF THG SECRETABV OF THE NAVY.
N*vr Depahtment,

December 2, 1837.
Sir:.In the performance of my duty to lay before

you at this time the rondiiion of our Navy, I beg
leave to submit the following

Within the yearpasf, the repairs of the Columbus,
Ohio, and Delaware shins of the line, have been
completed. The ship of the line Pennsylvania has
been launched, and her equipments so far advanced
as to be nearly ready to proceed to Norfolk, where
they will be completed. The Erie, John Adams and
Ontario sloops of war have been repaired. The
steamer Fulton with her engines and machinery is
nearly fit for service. Two sloops of war to be call¬
ed the Cyane and Levant, have been commenced un¬

der the appropriations of la«( year, and are nearly
ready for launching, the one at Boston, the other
at Niew York.

For a particular statement of the condition of our
vessels on the stocks, as well as those afloat at our

navy yards, I beg leave to refer to the report of the
Commissioners of the Navy Board herewith snbmit-
ted. (marked I;) and for the amount of timber, iron,
and other materials, procured for the gradual im¬

provement of the Navy, to their report (marked
"the squadron in the Mediterranean consists of the

frigates Constitution and the United Slates, and the
schooner Shark. This is less than the usual force
upon that station, but is deemed adequate to the pre¬
sent exigencies of our commerce in that sea; and as

vessels were much wanted for other stations, none
have been sent to that since the return of the Poto¬
mac and John Adams.
The frigate Constitution must be recalled in the

early part of the coming year, when an addition can
be conveniently made to this squadron, and the ship
of the line Pennsylvania sent to that station, should
it be deemed expedient.
Our force in the Pacific at the time of my last an¬

nual report, was composed of the frigate Brandy-
wine and the schooners Dolphin and Boxer; since
which, the Brandywine, Commodore WadsWorth,
has returned to the United States, and the Dolphin
has been condemned and sold. The squadron now
consists of the ship of the line North Carolina,
Commodore Ballard, and the sloops of war Fal¬
mouth and Lexington, and the schooners Enterprise
and Boxrr.
This is a considerable addition to our force on

that station, but not greater than a due regard for
our commerce in the Pacific at this time seemed to

require. .

The sloop of war Erie. Commodore Renshaw, re¬
turned from the coast of Brazil on the 15th of Sep¬
tember last; and our squadron on that station now
consists ofthe razee Independence, Commodore John
B. Nicholson, the sloop of war Fairfield and the brig
Dolphin. The Independence sailed from Boston on

the :JOth of Mav last, having on board our Minister
to Russia. Mr. Dallas, whom Commodore Nicholson
landed at Cronstadt on the Jii)th ofJulv, and then pro¬
ceeded to his station on the coast of Brazil.

In the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, the
sloops of war Boston, Concord, Natchez, St. Louis
and Vandalia, and the schooner Grampus, com¬

posed the squadron under Commodore Dallas. To
this large force has been added the sloop of war

Ontario, which sailed from New York on the 19th
of August last, carrying out, in addition to her
own crew, an extra number of seamen and ma¬

rines.
The revenue cutters Dexter and Jefferson, which,

bv consent of the Secretary of the Treasury, were

transferred to Commodore Dallas, after having per¬
formed the duties required of them, have been re¬

turned to the revenue service; and the steamers
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American and Major Dade, also under his command,
have been transferred lo the army, at the request of
the. Secretary of War.
The employment of these revenue cutter* and

steamboats, under the command of Commodore Dal¬
las, has subjected the Navy Department to heavy
charges, nprovided for in the appropriations tor
the year 1837.

._ . ,The West India squadron has been mo* activelyand efficiently employed in the complicated duties
of protecting the persons and pnmerty of our mer¬
chant* and other citizens in the West Indies and the
Gulf of Mexico; of co-operating with our land for¬
ces in the Florida war, and of preventing the impor¬
tation of slaves.

_ ,The sloopof war Peacock,Commodore Kennedy,
which, witn the schooner Enterprise, sailed from
New York in April, 1W35, on a cruise in the East
Indies, and along the coast of Asia, with a view to the
protection and extension of our commerce i» that
quarter, returned to the United Stales on the 26th of
October last, having successfully accomplished the
objects for whieh the cruise was undertaken. The
Enterprise was detained by Commodore Ballard
on the Pacific station, where her services were re-

Commodore Read, wilh the frigate Columbia and
the sloop of war John Adams, is ordered to perform
a cruise in the East Indies, and is expected to sail in
a lew days. A part of his crews are detained ashort
time, to assist in taking the ship ol the line Pennsyl¬
vania from Philadelphia to Norfolk.
For the purpose of protecting our commerce and

suppressing the slave trade on the coast of Africa,
our ships of war have been occasionally ordered to
touch at the settlements on that coast. The most re¬
cent visits to these have been made by the brie
Dolphin, on her passage out to the coast of Brazil,
and by the frigate Potomac, on her return from the
Mediterranean to the United Stales. 1 hese visits
have given the highest satisfaction to the colonists
on the coast, ana will no doubt be attended with
beneficial results.

L ,Lieutenant Commandant Gedney, in the schooner
Jersey, and Lieutenant Commandant Blake, in the
schooner Experiment, with their officers and crews,
as sounding parties, attached to the coast survey,
have been actively and verv advantageously employ¬
ed in the hatbor of New York and the waters adja¬
cent. The discovery by Lieutenant Commandan
Gedney, of a new channel into the harbor of New
York, through which the heaviest ships may pass
without danger, must add greatly to the commercial
advantages of that harbor, and to its value as a naval

Sl<The survey of the harbors south of the Chesapeake
made by C jmmodore M. T. Woolsey, e, *

ander Claxton, and Commander E. ft.
were sent out lor that purpose in ihe brig PorP^15*;under the command of Lieutenant Commandant
William Ramsav, being finished, that brig
b?en employed under the command °f
Commandant Wilkes, in the survey and examina¬tion of George's shoals off the coast of Massachu-

eThis survey has, after much labor,
in the most satisfactory manner, and will add much
to the safety of a navigation hitherto considered dan
gerous. Lieutenant Commandant Wilkes is now
ordered to take command ol the bri? PoK*' " fmake an examination and survey ol the harbors ol
Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina and
a survey of May river, from Tybee bar lo the Hunt¬
ing island, which surveys are required by the act ot
the 3d of March last, taking appropriations for the

"""Upon theCapplicaUonof"the Board of Navy Com¬
missioners, seventeen officers of the Navy were

placed under their orders, for the purpose of rcialnnjrexaminations required by the second
act of Congress of the 3d of March last, inrelaton
to a selection of sites for light-houses. *1 he* offi¬
cers have completed the duties assigned to themi in a
satisfactory manner, as the Cornmissioners ha\ e

ported to the Secretary of the 1 reasury.
.veiling expenses and increased pay consequent upon
the employment ot these officers on this duty, have
been br»rne by .he Navy Department and »£ve to
that extent increased the navaf expenditures bey
what was contemplated in the estimates for the
3'
The vessels enumerated in commission on foreign

stations, orj.bnit to sail, including the five vessels of
the South Sea Exploring Expedition, compose a lar¬
ger naval force than we have had in <wmmission at
anv time since tUc late war with Great Britain.
The satisfactory condition of our force abrc*^affords us the opportunity ot providing forh°««

squadron for the protection of c(>m,ncrcc,on ° "
extensive coast. Estimates for such a squadron are
submitted with thuse for the general naval service for

lhWitahinSpast year the number 0/c»Pain® °fJ®Navy has been increased from forty to fit!) , of lieu
tenants, from tuo hundred and sixty to two hundred
and eighty; of surgeons, from forty-four to fifty, and
of assistant surgeons, from fifty to sixty.
This increase of officers was deemed necessary,from the increased nun ber of ships to be put in

commission, to meet the exigencies ol our growing
commerce. '

....The number of surgeons and assistant surgeons
have not been increased in a just proportion witn
those of the captains, commanders, and lieutenants ,

and the wants of the service require a lurther addi¬
tion to their numbers.

, .As the appropriations for the South Sea Exploring
Expedition, in the law authorizing the same, amount¬
ing to three hundred thousand dollars, were inade¬
quate to the expense of its outfit, it became necessary
to submit estimates for further.appropriations for
this object, which was done at the last staled session

'with liny letter to the President of the United
States of the 6th of February last, and by him sub¬
mitted to the House of Representatives, were state¬
ments of the Board of Navy Commissioners, by
which it appears, that there had been expended upon
the Macedonian from those appropriations about
$6*2,000: upon the ship Relief, barks Pioneer and
Consort, and schooner Pilot, to be
same appropriations, the sum of $168,600, and that
to complete the equipments of these vessels, exclu¬
sively of provisions, instruments, contingencies, with
the preparation'of which the Board was not charged,
it was estimated iliat $70,000 more would be requir-
ed; making in all $300,500, exceeding by $500 the
amount of the appropriations.
The estimate submitted lor the annual expenses of

these vessels was $346,431 00, amounting, for the
three years, during which time it was in'en^.
exploring squadron should be absent, to $1,038,293
00. In this estimate is included the sum of $4J,»4^50, for the annual expense of the scientific corps of
the expedition, amoonting, with their assistants, to
the number of eighteen. .As this statement of facts could leave no doubt that
the Exploring Expedition would cost nearly, if not
quite, a milion and a half of do lars, and as i greatljr
exceeded in number of vessels and men the most
successful eruditions ol a like character heretofore
sent out by the maritime powers of Europe, il was
believed that its amount would have been reduced
bv withholding a part of the appropriations asked for
by the estimates. This, however, was not deemed
expedient, and the full appropriations were made by
an act of the 3d of Marcn last.

Before this time, Lieutenant Commandant 1 at-
nail, who had performed a cruise to the Coast or
Mexico, in the Pioneer, reported so unfavorably of
her sailing, that it was deemed proper to examine
into her condition, as well as that of the bark Con¬
sort and schooner Pilot, which, with the Pioneer
had been built expressly for this expedition, and
which, in point of sailing, were not considered equal
to the Pioneer.

. .

On the 10th of April, Commodore J°ne?.*a\'n:
formed that the Commissioners of the Navy had
made arrangements to have a thorough examination
of the bnrks Pioneer and Consort, and the schooner
Pilot with a view to ascertain their sufficiency tor
the service contemplated: that the chief constructor,
Col. Humphries, and Mr. Grice naval «"h«e«£were ordered on this duty, and Commodore Jones
was requested to join them, wnich he din.
On the 26th of April, at his own suggestion, he

wa. in«r..e«ed with ihe vessels of his squadron ex¬cept the Macedonian, to proceed to sea, and make afull trial of .heir sailing . and was directed to return
in Norfolk within twenty days after sailing.
Commodore Jones, on' his return from his experi -

lurniv reported favorably of the sailing qua-
lities ofthe vessels,but recommended that they should
be mU into dry do^k, for the purjn.se of examination
which had been proposed, and MeValtcra.ions as might be deemed neeessarj. wea"'res were tak<m for doing this as soon as .he ship
of .he line Delaware, then under a course of repairs,
could be taken out of the dock.
On the 30th of May,Commodor*; Wamng.oEi was

directed lo prepare .he Pioneer, Consort, and Pilot,
for going into dock. As Commodore Jones had re-
nnired that another schooner should be added to his
squadron, without which he should no. consider the
expedition complete or efficient, it seemed the more

proper that the condition of these vessels should be

lhOn 'thi'kh'ofJuni, a board of five «

nation, and to inquire whether the expediHum imMjhnot be reduced in number^^^fpSce toadvantage to the country, and with P


