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The Government Sues
After almost a decade of indecision, the govern-

ment finally has come around to prosecuting the so-

called radio trusts on charges of violating the anti-

trust law.
For years tmofflicial charges bf this nature have

been made by the “independent” radio companies,
by senators and others. Independent companies have

won various suits in the courts, last year obtaining a
temporary injunction. Since then a senate group has
pressed for action by the department of justice.

The charges listed by the government, involving

as they do a group of the most powerful corporations
in the country and the possible control of the air, are
such as to make this probably the most important
trust case ever tried.

Never before has the government in one case gone

up against corporations with assets estimated at more
than $6,000,000,000. Those involved are Radio Cor-

poration of America and various subsidiaries, Gen-
eral Motors, General Electric, American Telephone and
Telegraph, Westinghouse Electric and Western Elec-

tric.
According to the department of justice: “The pat-

ent arrangements originally made among several of

the defendants have been increased steadily in num-
ber and enlarged *in scope until the defendants now
practically have control of the radio business and its
development. The control has been brought about
by a novel method of cross-licensing patents.”

Owen D. Young, as chairman of its executive com-
mittee, sgys: “The Radio Corporation of America
welcomes the suit of the government of the United

States to test the validity of its organization, which
has existed for more than ten years, and in every step

of which the government has been advised.”

With the chief defendant thus welcoming the suit,
that makes it about unanimous. For the good of the
companies themselves, which long have been restive
under the threat of impending prosecution; for the
respect of the government, which could not much
longer refuse to investigate such serious charges; and
in justice to the public, whose purse is touched and
whose mind is more and more molded by radio, this

gigantic test case has come none too soon.
It is one of the outstanding acts of the Hoover ad-

ministration to date.

Finish ,the Parker Job
After two years’ deliberation, the senate judiciary

committee will meet today to report a bill to curb
the use of injunctions in labor disputes. A majority

of the committee having expressed themselves on the
Issues inyolved, when they voted to reject the supreme
court nomination of Judge John J. Parker, a recom-
mendation to forbid the issuance of improper and

unconstitutional injunctions appears certain.
If ever there was any doubt in the public mind

concerning the rights and wrongs of the injunction

controversy, that doubt was dispelled by the senate’s
ten-day Parker debate on the now thoroughly dis-

credited yellow-dog contract preventing workers from

joining unions.
Millions know as a result of disclosures in that

debate that court-made law in injunction decrees

regularly has 4et aside constitutional guarantees of

free speech, free press and free assembly and labors
legal right to organize.

The nation is aware now that injunction law has

grown to its present state, not by the dictates of

sound public policy, sound economy or sound legal
doctrine, but by the whims of judges.

The new bill recently reported by the judiciary
subcommittee is a measure which gives honest con-

sideration to the rights of all parties. It does not
abandon the injunction as instrument to prevent
riotous conduct or irreparable property damage. Le-

gitimate uses of the courts’ equity powers are pre-

served.
But it does seek to prevent indiscriminate use of

the courts’ power automatically to throw all the force

and influence of the law and government against the

striker. It would require a definite showing of fact

in every injunction case. The old system of tempo-

rary restraining orders without hearings practically
would be abandoned.

The rights of peaceful persuasion and orderly as-
sembly would be clarified by restatement. Encroach-
ments upon civil liberties would be restrained by

explicit definitions of rights. The infamous yellow-

dog contract would be left to stand on its own feet,

no longer propped in the posture of justice.
American workers have waited too long for this

simple step toward reason. We believe congress is

ready to end the rule of rancor with a rule of law.

% “Crime News”
Printing of crime stories has caused more contro-

versy perhaps than any other phase of the newspaper
business.

Most newspapers at one time or another have

printed sob stories about crime and criminals. But
most newspapers have mended their ways.

This particular newspaper prints crime news be-

cause it is news. It prints the details of crimes and

the details of criminal trials because, briefly, it con-

siders those things part of the news of the day. It

does not sob over crime nor does it shed crocodile
tears over criminals.

Remembering those things, two incidents growing
out of the Columbus. 0., prison fire are particularly
Interesting.

A Brooklyn newspaper editor decided that the

details of that tragedy, which took more than 300

Editor 'Times—The editorial ref-
erence to the doings of the judge
of Nazareth <Pa> in assessing the
costs against the acquitted defend-
ants, in limSo growing out of a labor
dispute, is more than likely all that
most of the people ol this com-
munity ever will know of the mat-
ter. For some things that are go-
ing on in the world are not news—-
or rather should not be.

However, the doings of the judge

of Nazareth brings up memo-ies
of an occurrence here at home, and
while not on all fours with the
Nazareth case, at least has a fam-
ily resemblance. In any event, it
was staged with one of the sacro-
sanct as the star performer—and
high lord executioner.

Just twenty years ago the ma-
chinists employed at the Waverly
plant in this city and at Toledo
went on strike, seeking an increase
in wagbs and some changes in work-
ing conditions. Incidentally, the
wages of the workmen ranged from
28 cent* an hour to 35 cents for
toolmakers. Following the strike

' the employers, on an identical bill,
went to the United States district
court in Indianapolis and in Toledo,

seeking an injunction against the
strikers.

In the Indianapolis district court
Judge A. B. Anderson within a few
minutes issued the necessary re-
straining order. In the Toledo dis-
trict Judge Taylor refused to issue
a restraining order. The restrain-
ing order issued by Judge Ander-
son was so worded that some mem-
bers of the machinists’ union, if they
were to get to and from their abode
could not have complied with it.

The strike was lost. And then the
employes asked the court that- the
costs of the injunction proceedings
—some $1,200—be assessed against
the defendant union. This was
done, and the United States mar-
shal was sent forth to find that
on v hich he could levy to satisfy
the claim.

The machinists' union had noth-
ing, and after diligent search it was
found that of the machinists’ union
William Poehler was the only one
possessed of enough of this world’s
goods to meet the demands. So
the QTfjjtT was duly made and the
proper6 of William Poehler was
duly soW to meet the costs of the
Injunction issued in the case of the
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“Give Light and the People Will Find Their Own Way.”

lives, were not fit for his subscribers to read. Those
subscribers were not given the chance to learn how
the convicts were trapped in their cells after the blaze
was started and of their agony—“all we could do was
scream and pray that God would unlock the doors.’’

But those same grewsome details were forced upon
a set of men who hadn’t seen daily newspapers for
years.

The Texas State Penitentiary at Huntsville for
years has ruled that convicts behind its bars may not
read newspapers. .

"The Murder in the Rue Morgue” and other tales
of crime by Stevenson, Dawson, even Van Dine, were
In the prison library. But the unvarnished stories of
the same sort of crime that filled the Huntsville pen
were kept from the convicts until their fellows at
Columbus tried to escape under a mask of fire and
died.

“This afternoon,” said a recent bulletin sent to the
Texas prisoners by their warden, “we are furnishing
you 150 copies of newspapers giving the details of
the horrible occurrence at Columbus, O.

“Our object in doing this is for you to see for your-
selves that misconduct and crime within prison walls
do not pay.”

The White House’s Mosquito Problem
(From the New York World)

When it was found that the District of Columbia
appropriation bill contained an item of $65,000 for
extermination of mosquitoes in the vicinity of the
White House, certain senators objected, and, in our
opinion, with nv:ch reason. For to proceed against
these mosquitoes with chemicals, sprays, etc., as the
proponents of the bill intend, is, to say the least of it,
very old-fashioned.

What is needed is modern efficiency. That is to
say, we must first of all have a commissioii to in-
vestigate these mosquitoes and ascertain the facts.
The commission, of course, must be empowered to
study the whole question of mosquitoes, without bias
or prejudice, and recommend steps that will be cal-
culated to get rid of them.

In its preliminary report, however, it probably will
say that it has found it advisable to limit its purview.
It will point out that the mosquitoes are part of the
fauna of the land, that the supreme court has slapped
them, batted them, and scratched their bites on
numerous occasions, and that the question is not
how to get rid of them, but how to deal with them,
now that they are here.

It then will issue an informal statement to the
effect that what is needed is more state co-operation.
It will cite that certain states have no laws against
mosquitoes. It will hint that the mosquitoes in the
.vicinity of the White House no doubt come from
Maryland, which on its eastern shore has mosquitoes
as big as buzzards, and yet refuses to do anything
about them.

It even will venture the opinion that the Consti-
tution makes it mandatery on the state to adopt some
sort of legislation, and see that it is enforced. Then,
in another formal statement, it will reveal that the
mosquitoes are being dealt with better than any other
pest.

Finally, it will say that all such things take time
and that we can not expect to bring mosquitoes un-
der control in a few years, since patient education is
needed to make the country mosquito-minded.

By now, it is manifest, the occupant of the White
House should be sleeping a great‘deal better. In
event he still is bothered, however, he might try
citronella.

FREDERICK
LANDIS

WE never expected to kill a lion but we did last
night—in a dream—we ran over him and

killed him, really a remarkable feat for a car so old.
Unquestionably this means that we are to have

a war with England
nun

The United States has 59 per cent of the world's
32,712,234 telephones.

This is one of the great causes of our unemploy-
ment.

nun

President Hoover would be wise, if as reported, he
should ask Postmaster-General Brown of Ohio to be
his running mate in 1932.

Should Curtis run again, the people would think
of Mrs. Gann and laugh him off the map.

n n

IT’S not serious in politics if they abuse you or even
throw things at you, but if they get the habit of

laughing at you, that's positively fatal.
nun

This threatened retaliation by other nations on
account of our proposed increase in tariffs is but the
prelude to future conditions m foreign commerce.

With every nation overproducing, all foreign trade
soon will be controlled by reciprocal treaties.

nun
It’s a tribute to the good sense of the United States

that the book by ex-Convict Gaston B. Means, en-
titled “The Strange Death of President Harding,”
appears to be a complete flop.

nun

SPEAKING in Algiers, the president of France de-
clared that the time was near wtjen the Sahara

desert would become a possession of great value to
France.

This should be considered along with other testi-
mony in forecasting the future results of prohibition
in the United States

nun
Mrs. Jane Steinmetz of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., has

just divorced her beloved husband because he played
pinochle all the time.

No man has a right to do that unless he has been
elected to a public office.

Waverly company versus the strik-
ing machinists.

Now, Poehler was not an employe
of the Waverly company, nor did he
violate the injunction, nor did he
bring himself in any manner Into
contempt of the sacrosanct and un-
biased.

It’s a long period of time from
Poehler's case to the judge of Naz-
areth—but it may be barely possible
that there has been no particular
change in the viewpoint of judges
And one who thinks some things
might be changed to advantage hugs
a little closer to Isaiah 1-3.

EDGAR A. PERKINS SR.

What is a water wheel?
A wheel for utilizing the weight

of falling water to perform me-
■hanlcal work. The term water
vheel is properly applied to all hy-
draulic motors that rotate, but it
has come to be restricted to wheels
which act mainly by the weight of
water that they receive on their cir-
cumferential parts only, which turn
on (horizontal shafts, and which
move with a low velocity that has no
relation to the head of water under
which the wheel works.
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M. E. Tracy
SAYS:

No Matter What We Start to
Do, We Invariably Wind Up
With Measures to Boost the
Price of Something or
Other.

RESULTS of the New York Tele-
gram’s newspaper poll on the

tariff leave little to'be said.
Even ought to be im-

pressed by the fact that seventy-
four of the ninety-three newspapers
replying not only are against the
Smoot-Hawley bill, but bitterly so.

Seldom, if ever, in the history of
this nation, has a measure been
greeted by such an explosion of pro-
test.

The half-hearted attitude of those
few who feel they must defend it
for one reason or another serves
only to reveal the strength and sin-
cerity of the opposition.

Unless the press has ceased to be
an accurate reflector of public sen-
timent, the conclusion is inescap-
able that the American people want
this bill killed by a majority of
about four to one.

Congress Fails Country

ONE could write a book in
criticism of this conscienceless

tariff boost, spawned by greed and
put over a by-product of farm relief,
but that is not necessary.

The people are not quarreling
with its particular provisions, even
though some of them involve mon-
umental graft, nor are they dis-
posed to regard its pernicioirsness as
a matter of detail.

What arouses their suspicion and
resentment is that fact that such a
measure should be adopted at a
moment when the country is
struggling to pull out of a depres-
sion through increased foreign
trade, and what alarms them is not
only the retaliatory steps being
taken by other nations, but the ap-
parent incapacity of congress to
realize that such steps were an
inevitable part of the performance.

* n n

It's All Gi' Me
SOMETIMES one wonders if that

old vYankee shrewdness by
which we used to set such store is
not petering out in a windstorm of
the “gi’mes.”

With congress providing millions
of unwholesome profit for over-
grown industries, while pretending
to help the farmer; with F. Scott
Mcßride, head o' the Anti-Saloon
League, defending support of
drinking drys, with a bishop on
the clerical, griddle for gambling
in stocks and failure to report cam-
paign expenses; with success in the
recent naval conference revealed as
due to bluff and horse trading, and
with employes of navy yards unpaid
for work that they did fifty years
ago, is it not justifiable to ask,
“whither are we drifting?”

nun

Ammunition for Reds
CONSIDERING all the time

congress has consumed in
safeguarding manufacturers could
it not spare a moment to appro-
priate $324,000 for laborers who
have gone unpaid for half a cen-
tury, and the majority of whom
have died meanwhile?

Such obvious discrimination, such
negligence ofCommon folks on the
pne hand and such zeal in behalf
of uncommon folks on the other,
does more for red propaganda than
all the imported pamphlets and soap
box orators put together.

To put it bluntly, we seem to have
become drunk with that kind of
prosperity which is represented by
billion-dollar concerns, stock spec-
ulation and artificial values.

No matter what we start out to
do, we invariably wind up with
measures to boost the price of
something or other.

In nine cases out of ten, the
price boosting is for the benefit of
a few great centralized industries,
with consumers paying the bill.

an n

Insult to World'
THIS government is being used

not only to blow bubbles for big
boys, but to blow them in the face
of an already distrustful world.

Our demand for a limitation of
navies would sound much more gen-
uine if coupled with a willingness
to limit the tariff.

In this age of international trade,
barriers mean about the same thing
as gun emplacements.

To a measurable extent, the cus-
toms inspector has taken the place
of the old-time sentry and the
tariff has become only another
name for tribute.

BY DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN,
Editor Journal ofg the American Medical

Association and of Hygeia, the
Health Magazine.

DEATH from tuberculosis con-
tinues to menace mankind, al-

though the rates have been cut
more than one-half in the last
twenty-five years..

It has been estimated that the
rate for 1922 was about 90 per 100,-
000, whereas in 1900 it was 201.9
per 100,000, and in 1920 106 per 100,-
000.

There are at least a million peo-
ple with tuberculosis during any one
year. The battle goes on. The
strategists of preventive medicine
occasionally gain a little ground.

Figures just made available in-
dicate that the rate for New York
dropped by 4 per cent from 1928
to 1929, making a rate of 85 in-
stead of 89, and the rate for Chi-
cago by 7 per cent, dropping from
85 to 78.

The greatest decrease for the year
was shown by Providence, R. 1.,

Questions and
Answers

Is the condor a native American
bird? How large is it?

The American vulture or condor is
almost the largest of existing birds
of flight, and one of the strongest
in wing power. It is native in the
South American Andes, from the
Straits of Magellan to 4 degrees
north latitude. It is often seen on
the shores of the Pacific, especially
during the rainy season, but its fa-
vorite haunts are at elevations of
10,000 to 16,000 feet. It usually
measures about 4 feet in length and
9 feet between tips of its wings, but
large specimens span 10 feet or
more. The California condor, native
in the coast ranges of southern Cali-
fornia from Monterey bay south to
lower California and east to Ari-
zona, has white underwing coverts,
with a wing spread of 10 feet.

Hew is parchment paper made?
By dipping ordinary, unsized pa-

per for a few seconds in concen-
trated sulphuric acid mixed with
one-half of its volume of water,
then quickly removing all trace of
tne acid.

Were there any eclipses of the
sun and the moon in 1929?

Two eclipses, both of the sun,
were visible last year. A total eclipse
May 8 and 9, not visible in the
United States: and an eclipse Nov.
1, visiblet as partial in Maine. The
last eclipse of the moon occurred
Nov. 27. 1928. visible throughout the
United States.

What was Grover Cleveland’s fall
me?
He was chrifieued

Grover, but at an early age he
dropped the Stephen.

It’s a Cruel World
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Tuberculosis Still Takes High Toll
which dropped 16 cent, and the
greatest increase by Dallas, Tex.,
which

Os the thirty-nine leading cities
of the United States, thirty-one
showed a decrease in tuberculosis
from 1928 to 1929, six showed an in-
crease, and two showed no change.

Tuberculosis rates among
.

the
Negro population constitute a spe-
cial problem. In Chicago particu-
lar attention has been given to this
problem in recent years with the
result that a greater decrease was
shown in Chicago among the Negro
tuberculosis than in any other city.

Significant advances in the Negro
rate of mortality occurred in Phila-
delphia, Detroit, Cleveland and
Newark, N. J., and significant de-
creases in New York City, Chicago,
Birmingham, Cincinnati and St.
Louis.

How important the Negro mor-
tality rate may be is indicated by
the fact that in Chicago 29 per
cent of all deaths from tubercu-

losis were among the Negroes; in
Birmingham, 64 per cent; in Wash-
ington, D. C., 59 per cent, and in
New Orleans, 52 per cent. Tuber-
culosis is partially a fatal disease
among Negroes and among the
North American Indians.

The Irish, according to Sir Wil-
liam Osier, both at home and in
the United States, are more prone
to this disease than other nations.
Jewish people everywhere have a
low mortality from tuberculosis.

Fortunately, through the years
human beings have begun to de-
velop resistance to this disease, and
only a small part of all of those w Tho
become infected develop the disease
in an active form.

Fortunately, it is known that
plenty of outdoor air, sunlight,
plenty of good food, and hygienic
living help the body to build resis-
tance against this condition.

It has been characterized since
the earliest times as the captain of
the men of death.

Ideals and opinion* expressed
tn this column are those of
me of America’s most Inter-
esting writers and are pre-
sented without regard to their
agreement or disagreement
with the editorial attitude of
this paper.—The Editor.

IT SEEMS TO ME
A LTHOUGH affairs of greater

4*- moment are proceeding dubi-
ously in various parts of the world,
I’m glad at least that there is prom-
ise of peace along the Harvard-
Princeton front.

I’d like to see them meet on terms
of common equality one? again. Few
football games broadcast as well as
did the annual encounter between
the Crimson and the Tiger.

Os course, this is said from the
standpoint of a neutral observer,
which I am not. No matter how
many scrubwomen are fired by the
authorities in Cambridge, I still like
to see the Harvard eleven triumph.

Yet this is no good reason why
the teams should not meet in fierce
and unfriendly combat. Harvard
is not too popular at the moment.
Grave errors of justice and of tact
rest, or should rest, upon the uni-
versity’s conscience.

Contrary to the belief of most
alumni associations, the way for a
college to get itself generally loved
is for it to take some fearful beat-
ings on the football field.

Only in short stretches does any-
body love a winner. The unbroken
success of any individual or estab-
lishment inevitably must raise up
dissenters.

. tt n u

Tunney's Case
EVERY Republican President who

sweeps into office with a huge
majority gets himselt'cordially dis-
liked within two years. In all fair-
ness it must be said that certain
Republican Presidents' not precisely
of antiquity, have done a lot to
help this change in sentiment along.

But even though they had twirled
their thumbs and made not so much
as a single overt misstep, the very
fact of success would pop up to
smite them within the time limit.

Consider, too, the unfortunate
case of Gene Tunney. I’m told that
Gene would like to have tne plau-
dits of the crowd ringing in his
ears and that his retirement was
motivated partially by the fact that
“boos” were his portion at such
times as he crawled through the
ropes to battle or be

Os course, he could have won the
public back and still remained in the
game. All that he needed was a
couple of good losing fights. Had he
figured the whole thing out, he
might have chosen to remain on his
back in the Chicago resin until an
official count of ten had been com-
pleted.

. .

Such a decision would have de-
prived him of his title, but think of
the sympathetic fan mail it would
have brought him.

Dempsey, riding high upon the
crest of prowess, was a grim and
surly fellow. Thousands stood to
cheer the gallant Carpentier the
afternoon he made a losing fight in
Boyle’s Thirty Acres.

But now Dempsey is one of na-
ture’s noblemen and gets invited to
Palm Beach tea parties in the prop-
er season. Has Dempsey changed?
Not much—his conquests are merely
those which fall quite naturally into
the lap of any loser.

a * n

The Lucky Stiff
DOES anybody have a high re-

gards for the player in the
poker game who always comes out
ahead? The answer is "No.”

HEYWOOD
BROUN

When his back is turned his com-
panions make mean remarks and
look closely at the cards to see if
they are crooked.

But the loser! Here is something
else again. Everybody laughs at his
jokes. He is a prince and a dead
game sport. Almost anybody around
the board would give him his last
shirt and an additional ten or
twelve hours in which to settle up
his losses.

And so you suppose Napoleon

l&THe-ypjqiy
FIRST AIR MAIL

May 15

ON May 15, 1918, the first reg-
ular daily air mail service in

the world was inaugurated by the
United States government be-
tween New York and Washington.

Before this time there had been
attempts to carry mail from point
to point or across intervening
bodies of water, but not on a
large and regular basis of service.

The service was begun with
a special stamp of 24 cents to a
letter, but later the rate was re-
duced to 16 and then again to 6
cents. The distance between the
cities was negotiated in three hours
and 22 minutes.

At first the Washington-New
York service was maintained by
the air service of the army, but as
soon as its reliability was dem-
onstrated, it was taken over by
the postoffice department.

Although the service was dis-
continued in 1920 from motives of
economy, similar services were
established between the larger cities.

On Sept. 8 of the same year
the transcontinental mail was
inaugurated between New York and
San Francisco.

ImwytellVoVbu.%yCnovf&urßible? §
FIVE QUESTIONS A DAY* §§
ON FAMILIAR PASSAGESSIHHHIPfIIWH)IWIV

1. Where did Noah’s ark rest?
2. What woman was paid for tak-

ing care of her own baby?
3. What group “had all things in

common”?
4. What town was Jesus’ head-

quarters during His public ministry?
5. Who called herself “the hand-

maid of the Lord”?

Answers to yesterday’s queries:
1. “Jesus wept.” John 11:35.
2. Because it tells of two censuses

of numberings of people; Numbers
1:2 and 26:2.

3. The sister of Moses and Aaron;
Exodus 15;20.

4. It refers to fifty, and was cele-
brated fifty days after the beginning
of the barley harvest.

5. “For they shall inherit the
earth.” Matthew 5:5.

DAILY THOUGHT
We walk by faith and not by

sight—ll Corinthians 5:7.

When faith is lost, when honor
dies, the man is dead.—Whittier.

would have fired the imagination
of all the world if it were not for
Waterloo? In addition to being a
skillful general the little Corsican
was a master dramatist.

In a sense the famous fight with
Wellington may have been a fake.
In the unconscious recesses of the
Napoleonic mind conviction must
have lurked that the hour had
struck for him to introduce a little
variation.

n ft n

To the Victor
A ND so Wellington got the ver-

diet, but what else? Look in
your dictionary and you will find
that the name Napoleon endures
as a coin, a card game, a cake, a
cannon, a cigar and a certain kind
of boot. Wellington is just a boot
and nothing more. You see he had
the misfortune to be the winner.

Nor am I talking mere windy
paradoxes. One does not need to
go so far back into history for ex-
amples. Some few are still alive
who remember Connie Mack’s SIOO,-
000 infield and how he had to sell
it because the boys became too good
and were so seldom beaten.

In days of yore the teams of Yale
were sufficient to humble Harvard
and keep the cantabridgians in
►favor. Those were the days of Crim-
son underdogs and of victories
merely nioral.

But now Yale has become too easy.
People are beginning to say “Poor
old Yale,” with that rich note of
human compassion and sympathy.
Nobody leaves anything to Harvard.
Editorial writers assail it.

There is grave and very present
need for the stimulating tonic of
defeat.

(Copyright. 1930. by The Times)

AMONG our customers are many

of the leading citizens of this
section . .

. men prominent in
every walk of life. That these men
come to our bank is proof that we are
able to serve them. That leading citi-
zens find our service helpful lends a

certain prestige to the bank, and the
high opinion in which the bank is held
in turn gives standing to all our
customers.

Hour*: 8 A. M. to 5 P. M. Daily

The Meyer-Kiser Bank
123 East Washington Street

SCIENCE
—BY DAVID DIETZ

Two Schools of History Wag6

Ceaseless Dispute Over
Location of Civilization’s
Birthplace.

A BATTLE is raging in archeo-
logical circles as to the birth-

place of civilization. One school of
thought believes that culture first
flourished in the valley of the Nile.
A second school would give the dis-
tinction to the valley of the Tigris
and Euphrates.

A vear ago, at the meeting of the
American Philosophical Society in
Philadelphia, proponents of Egypt
and Babylonia rallied around their
respective standards and took part
in a symposium on the question of
“Which is the older civilization?”

At this year’s meeting of the so-
ciety, anew attack was launched,
when Dr. Ephraim A. Spelser, as-
sistant professor of Semitic lan-
guages at the University of Penn-
sylvania, read a paper in which he
put forward a claim for Persia.

Susa, famous ancient city, capital
of the province of Susiana, called
Elam in the Bible, was nominated
by Dr. Speiser as the birthplace of
the world’s first civilization.

A race whom Dr. Speiser called
Elamites founded this first civiliza-
tion, he claimed. This race, he said,
were of Alpine stock.

Anthropologists divide the people
of Europe into three original stocks,
Nordic, Mediterranean, and Alpine.
These stocks are believed to have
originated in Asia, although there is
not complete agreement upon the
subject.
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Struggle
■pvß. SPEISER, who believes that

earliest traces of civilization
are those which have been dug up
in the ancient ruins of Susa, sums
up the beginning of civilization as
follows:

“The oldest known racial group in
the highlands of the near East was
that subdivision of the Alpine race '

generally designated as Anatolian
or Armenoid. They spoke dialects
of the Caucasian linguistic family,
as distinct from the Hamito-Semitic
and Indo-European. Their earliest
known civilizations are First and
Second Aenolithic.”

(The term “aeneolithic” has been
coined to describe these civilizations
because they apparently made use
of bronze implements and stone im-
plements at the same time. Both
types are found together in the old-
est deposits at Susa.)

“Among the important discoveries
which may be credited to that
group,” he continued, “the most
epoch-making is the introduction of
metallurgy.

“To judge from the distribution
of their material remains, these
people came down at a very early
time into the lands of the ‘Fertile
Crescent,’ such as Syria and Meso-
potamia. They constituted the pro-
to-historic population of those coun-
tries.

“At length the Sumerians suc-
cumb to sturdier and better accli-
mated mountaineers, for the Elam-r
ites put an end to the last Sumerian
dynasty which resided at Ur."

nun

Fusions
THE struggle between the Elam-

ites and the Sumerians was
only a local battle, however, accord-
ing to Dr. Speiser.

“Much more serious and wrought
with greatest consequences,” he
says, “was the struggle between the
highlanders and the two important
races, the Semites from the south,
and later on, the Indo-Europeans
from the north.

“That contest still is going on, al-
though it has been in progress for
several millenia. Many changes
have taken place in the meantime.

“In Syria, which has been the
battleground between the Semites
and the older stock, interesting
fusions have resulted. Physically,
the older stock notably has affected
both the Assyrians and the Hebrews,
which accounts for the non-Semitic
strain in the latter.

“When Ezekiel referred to Jerusa-
lem as a child of an Amorite father
and a Hittite mother, he stated an
important ethnic fact and not just
a literary generalization.

“On the other hand, the language
of the district became Semitic.

“Similar conditions prevailed on
the northern frontier. There again
the older population affected physi-
cally the several waves of the invad-
ing Indo-Europeans, but the latter
were able to impose their own lan-
guage upon the subjugated districts.

“Thus the Hittites of antiquity
used a highly Indo-Europeanized
language, and the Kurds, Armen-
ians and Lurs of today also use
dialects of the Eastern division of
the same group.

“The non-Semitic, non-Sumerian
and non-Indo-European highland-
ers, who spoke languages of the
Caucasian family, are thus seen to
have formed the basic population
of the near East.

“Theirs was also the oldest civili-
zation of the whole area, the oldest
cultures of Asia yet discovered.”
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