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THE GOVERXORS MESSAGE
The Governor's message to Legislature fur-

nishes n great deal of information in regard to
public affuirs which everyone. Bhould have. It
is sane, temperate and intelligent, manifestly
the outcome of a very careful study of the
weighty problems involved. It will doubtless
receive that careful consideration which it de-

serves at the hand of the Legislature.
SOUXD OX FIXAXCE

It is a very fortunate thing for us, especially

at this juncture, that we have a governor who

is capable and sound on finance.. ,

With growing interests and increasing bus-

iness along many lines larger expenditures are
necessary, justifiable and profitable. At the
same time these increases should be made very

carefully and conservatively. Any campaign

of extravagance should be rigidly resisted
Kvery dollar that we spend, in public us well

as private finance, must be earned, and we

must do the earning. Our taxes are high

enough. We should set our faces against any

increase.
It is a relief and an assurauce, that we have

m sound and capable a financier in the Gover-

nor's chair, and we regret especially on this
ground as well as on all others, that his term
of office is drawing to a close.

WHEN LEPROSY SMALL BE A O MORE

That isa pleasing and comforting assurance
which the' Governor gives us in his message

when he looks forward to the time when lepro-

sy oii the Islands will be a thing of the past,
and the Molokai Settlement and the Kalihi
Station will be abandoned. These stations
are costing more than ten per cent of the gross
revenue of the Territory. This is a consumma- -

tion devoutly to be wished as a financial bene-

fit as well as a physical blessing. Thanks to
Cltaulmoogra oil and the new Medical Science.

BORIXG FOR POWER
We have long known of wells for water, but

wells for fire is something new. Yet the Gov-

ernor in his message soberly recommends a
substantial appropriation for deep borings in
the neighborhood of the Volcano, for practical
as well as scientific purposes.

The suggestion is by no means a visionary
one, the Governor is never visionary. In
Italy very valuable developments of under-

ground heat aud consequent power have been
made. And our pot presumably boils much
more furiously than theirs, and our lid is much
lighter. ' Our investment friends may soon be
exchanging decadent oil well stock for fire well
certificates.

LAWS THAT WE DOX'T WAXT TO HEED
There are some people who do not believe in

prohibition. They think it is an unwise, or
an unfair, or an unjust law that should never
have been passed, and perhaps they would like
to see it repealed.

However, in the meantime it is law, and well-- ,

established law, with no uncertainty of legal
authority and validity. That being the case
it should be respected as such, and receive the
same implicit obedience which is rendered to
other law.

There are doubtless many laws which some
people do not like. The Chinaman does not
like the opium laws; the smuggler does not
like the Internal Revenue Laws; the anarchist
docs not like the private property laws ; another
man does not like the child labor laws; and
another still, the education laws, and hardly
anybody likes the Tax laws. But that doesn't
in the least invalidate these laws, or in the
least excuse people from conforming to them.

"I don't believe in private property, I will
help myself to another man's store goods or
his garden products." "I don't believe in ex-

cise laws and I will beat the customs on silks
and diamonds every time I can." "I don't
believe in compulsory education, and I'm not
going to send my children to school, if I can
help it." There are people who talk that way
and act accordingly we call them Bolshevists,
and Bolshevists they are. Surely not good
citizens.

The man who does not believe in prohibition
and proceeds to defy the law is iiuthe same
class, aud he is not a good citizen. As long as
prohibition is the law of the land it should be
scrupulously upheld aud obeyed.

AX OLD PROVERB STILL TRUE
There is an old proverb that runs, "The re-

ceiver of stolen goods is as bad as the thief."
To turn moonshiner, or bootlegger, to run a
still or peddle the product; most respectable
people look on as a low down business that they
wouldn't stoop to.

But to stand in with the moonshiner, to buy
his stuff, to keep it on hand and to drink it,
this is quite all right, a thing not to be done
quite openly, but under cover of secrecy, and
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with a wink to the knowing ones, that's quite
in order.

But the old proverb holds, "The partaker
is as bad as the thief." And the law confirms
The 'proverb. Section 3 of the National Pro-
hibition Act specifies that "no person shall
manufacture, sell, barter, transport, import,
export, deliver, furnish or possess any intoxi-
cating liquor except as authorised by the Act.

The man who acquires, keeps, or uses the
moonshine product is a law breaker along with
the man who makes and peddles the same, and
is subject to the penalty and the reproach of
the law breaker.

KAUAI AXD THE
WORLD PRESS COXGRESS

When the subject of the World Press Con-

gress was brought up at the meeting of the
Chamber of Commerce at Waimea last Thurs-
day it was received with open arms, and the
entertainment of the distinguished body on
Kauai taken as a matter of course. r

The sentiment of the Chamber of Commerce
--therefore the sentiment of the people of
Knuai is that it is not conceivable that the
member of the World Press Congress come to
Hawaii aud depart without receiving of our
hospitality and enjoying the wonders and beau-
ty of our Island.

A LETTER FROM HOME

"No matter how busy I may be when the
mail comes which brings my home town paper,
I've always got a few minutes to spare for it,"
writes a former Kauai citizen now living in
Ohio.

We have had many such statements as this,
and we know every one of them is true. We
know that every man and woman on this Is-

land who was born and reared elsewhere,
likes to get hold of a paper from that parti-
cular part of the country. It is human
nature to want to-- keep in touch with old
friends, and to want to know what is going on
in the old home place. That is why every
weekly newspaper .has on its subscription list
the names of residents of distant places. They '

may not get back home often, possibly never '

will again, but they always feel, in their hearts
a something, when the old home is mentioned,
that can hardly be explained.

Think over your acquaintances and we dare
say you will recall someone who would con-

sider the weekly visit of this newspaper as
fcood as a letter from home. He or she may
never get back here, but like the Ohio mau,
they'll have time every week to stop and scan
the paper for a name that is familiar to them.
Think vhat such a gift would mean to you if
you were in their place. How gladly you
would repeat those names if you saw them iu
in black and white hundreds of miles away.
And then think what an insignificant sum it
takes to make someone just as happy 52 times
in the year as if they were receiving each week
a long, newsy letter from home.

Good roads are necessary to the prosperity
of the county, and they should be constructed
with a view to permanency. It is not the am-

ount of surface that can be constructed under
a given appropriation, but the lasting qualities
of road so constructed that counts for economy.
It is better to build ten miles of road that will
last ten Tears than to construct one hundred
miles t ?. t will need to be repaired or re-bui-

within one year. Good roads enhance the
value of property bordering them, and the
county that adopts a. good road-buildin- g policy
is sowing the seeds f prosperity to be gathered
by its sons and daughters for generations to
come.

American steamship men have appealed to
the national House Judiciary Committee for
modification of the Volstead Act to enable
them to serve liquors on trans-Atlanti- c pas-

senger steamers. They declare that their pas-
senger business will be ruined unless they can
compete with foreign lines serving liquor. At
the present time there appears to be n pros-
pect that their wishes will be granted. If the
Volstead act is good for the United States it
is good for her ships, and as the passage gener-

ally requires but a week or ten days most pas-

sengers will be willing to wait until they arrive
in a foreign port before indulging in alcoholic
beverages.

The way things are now going it's hard to
tell whether it would be best for the govern-
ment to run the coal mines or let the men who
own the mines run the government.

The reason more liquor doesn't improve with
age is because so many fellows won't let it.

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE

Editor Garden Island:
As an American citizen I was Inter-

ested In your editorial last week com-

menting on the "discussion of this
country's posible return to the old
'Blue Laws' of Pilgrim days". I have
also read many of the "reports" in the
newspapers and magazines which have
lately been current. I am indebted
to Bishop A. W. Leonard, aided and
abetted by an article in the Literary
Digest of January 15, 1921, for the
following facts which may tiot be,

generally knpwn. Permit me to offer
them In the Interest of fairness to all
parties.

The agitation arose In the city of
Washington D. C. which has long had
a law forbidding the conduct of the-

atres, movies and other commercializ-
ed amusements on Sunday. During
the late war this law was violated
persistently and without protest. . By

the close of the war, however, condi-
tions had grown so offensive to the

g citizens that steps were
taken by Dr. Wilbur P. Crafts, Supt.
of the International Reform Bureau,
Clarence True Wilson, of the Meth
odlst Board of Temperance, Prohlbl
tion and Public Morals and others to
have the existing laws enforced. These
leaders did nothing toward recom
mending the passage of
"blue laws" In Congress nor any
other new law.

Along comes Senator Smoot of
Utah with an announcement that he
would tight any blue law legislation
that might be proposed. Whereupon
the Associated Press felt called upon
to proclaim from coast to coast that
a new Sunday prohibition law was
about to be introduced in Congress.
Meanwhile the ."Lord's Day Alliance"
had been about its modest business
of seeing that local laws were being
enforced In various cities where it
was operating, notably in New York
State which has a penal code to the
effect that "all labor on Sunday is
prohibited excepting the work of
necessity and charity."

Various uninformed preachers and
pressmen took up the matter and
proceeded with the above named "dis
cussion". Bishop Leonard for one
went to Washington to find out the
facts. He found In addition to what
has been already related that' the
Anti-Saloo- n League, which maintains
an office ni Washington, was being
charged with the whole business, the
prohibition of the liquor traffic being
but the beginning of its austere mach
Inatlons. To this the League has
replied that the Associated Press Is
trying to defeat the enforcement of
the laws prohibiting the liquor traffic

So the whole matter has become a
"tempest In a teapot" and Illustrates
how keenly our people feel on the
subject when they jump so quickly to
conclusions that are not founded on
fact

. This is offered not In the way of
criticism of your editorial which was
Itself In our humble Judgement a well
tempered statement of the case, but
as supplementary for the sake of the
"whole truth,,. If I were to add my
personal opinion I might suggest that
efforts be made to secure revision of
the existing Sunday laws in Hawaii
so that. In Lihue for example, we
would not have to face the charge that
the law hf being violated at the Tip
Top every Sunday night.

Respectfully,
J. O. Warner.

Editor Garden Island:
Waialeale is supposed to be the

wettest spot in the world, but one;
but believe me, there are more wet
spots than one on this Island. I have
more or less evidence, though more
suspicion and deduction arrived at
through the scents drifting by In the
wind. Now where is our highly res
pectable and representative Chamber
of Commerce supposed to meet in
Waimea? It seems to me it must
have been in an underground cellar
or beyond the town somewhere among
the Keawes along the beach. I'll
tell you even what makes me think
so; We needed Dr. Gl. pretty badly
and In a hurry, word having como In
from Mahaulepu that one of our mules
was bleeding from an open vein. Well,
he was not at home. Jap said he did
not know anything about him. I
rang up first Hofgaard's store; the
chap on the wire was wise: he said
they are at the Courthouse, I'll ring
there, that putthe cops wise. I rang
up Konsakl at the hotel; he said right
away, not guilty. I rang up a few
other places, where s6rae of the res-
pectable members might have possibly
strayed, nothing doing. I finally
rang for Crowell; a scared feminine
voice answered In low tones, not
there, but after 10 minutes or so the
last named rang up saying joyfully;
he is In Lihue. That put me off the
scent completely of course. I won-

der how long that session of the
"Chamber" met, it must have been
most delightful, I am sure, offering
lastingly pleasant memories.
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