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The Religious In
Japan

To understand the present condi-
tion you must bear In mind some-
thing of the status that existed be-

fore the revolution 64 years ago.
Shinto, Buddhism, and Confuclonlsrn
provided tor the Japanese their re-
ligious and ethical standards for
more than ten centuries, or until the
time of the restoration. Shinto is a
primitive faith consisting of nature
and ancestor worship with very sim-
ple ceremonial rites. It has no scrip-
ture, no creed, and but a meager am-

ount of ritualistic writings and cere-
monies. Buddhism was introduced to
Japan from India through China and
Korea thirteen hundred years ago,
and flourished vigorously. In addi-

tion to these exotic sects, there de-

veloped two Buddhistic Beets of na-

tive growth, namely, Shin and Nlch-erin- ,

the former being founded by
Shlnran in the twelfth century and
the latter by Nlcherin in the thir-
teenth century. These sects are the
strongest and most active among the
Buddhistic denominations at the pres-
ent time. Before the restoration ev-

ery Japanese was supposed to be a
Buddhist and a Shintoist at the same
time. Confucianism on the other
hand, has not assumed the form of
religion in Japan. But the philosophy
of life, as taught by Confucius, and
his moral teachings, provided the
ethical standards for the Japanese,
more particularly for the Samuaral.
From the moral point of view,

the code of ethics of the Sam-
urai, or soldier class, owes its ori-
gin to Confucianism. For many cen-

turies the tenets of Confucius and
Mencius were regarded as the ortho-
dox moral codes for the Samurai.

These three moral and religious
systems existed side by side for
many centuries, with some frictions
and collisions once in a while, but
as a whole in harmony with one an-

other. They had, so to speak, a divi-
sion of labor. Shinto registered the
birth of children; Buddhism buried
the dead; Confucianism furnished
the moral precepts for the present
life. Their way of upholding the
foundation of the state has not in-

frequently been compared with the
three legs of the tripod used for in-

cense burners of the ancients.
The Restoration of 1868 revolution-

ized not only the political and social
organizations, but it upset all moral
foundations of state, the authorities
of the ancient sages, or the orders
of time-honore- d customs and manners.
This state of confusion, as far as it
concerns the moral and religious af-

fairs, might be fairly compared with
the condition in France after the
revolution of 1792. It is quite natural
that the French literature of the re-

volutionary era captivated the Jap-
anese young men of the 1870's rind
80's.

In 1887 the popularity of the west-
ern civilization reached its climax
when the eminent leaders and edu-
cators, through the mouthpiece of
Fukuzawa, advocated the adoption of
Christianity as the state religion, In
order that Japan might be admitted
on equal terms In diplomatic rela-
tions with the advanced nations of
the world. You will remember that
at that time Europe and America
claimed extra-territori- rights in Ja-
pan.

Christianity, that is Protestant,
came to Japan about 60 years ago. In
the early days it suffered repression
and opposition by the government
and people who hated the name of
Jesus in the memory of the past
days of Jesuit Christianity from
Spain and Portugal. It has taken some
time to make the people under-
stand the difference between the two
churches and know that Protestant-
ism bad no political connection with
the foreign governments. There is
good reason for Protestants in Jap-
an using the name of Klrisutokyo
(the teaching of Christ) instead of
Yasokyo (the teachings of Jesus) by
which the Jesuit form of Christian-
ity was originally known to the Jap-
anese.

Protestant churches in Japan suf-
fered practically no persecution.
There were of course individual cas-
es of imprisonment or maltreatment
by officials, or isolated cases of op-

position by neighbors and relatives,
but no event on so large a scale that
we may call it persecution has oc-

curred In Japan.
Since the withdrawal of the n

edict in 1872 until the de-

claration of religious freedom, the
government had accorded the new
religion silent recognition. It was,
therefore, before the formal recogni-
tion of the Christian religion that
missionary work made the most re-
markable headway in Japan. Along
with the tides of European civiliza-
tion, It was received as a new and

advanced form of religion. Men of
conservative as well as men of ag-

nostic and matedialistic bent had no
complaint against the invasion of
western influence. Such a state of
things continued until 1890. The
Missionary Board of America In those
days proudly compared the mission-
ary success in Japan to those of the
Sandwich islands in earlier days. The
enthusiastic optimists more than pro-
phesied, the Christianizatlon of Jap-

an within one generation. I regret
to say the prophesy has not been
fulfilled.

In the new constitution of 1889 the
freedom of religious belief had been
formally granted for the first time
In the history of Japan. The 28th ar-

ticle of the Constitution runs as fol-

lows: "Japanese subjocts, shall, with-
in the limits not prejudicial to peace
and order, and not antagonistic to
their duties as subjects, enjoy free-
dom of religious belief."

But very soon the reactionary
movements set in. Their motto was.
"Preserve the spirit of Japan." The
movement, gradually gathering its
forces, grew to be a mighty force in
188W)0. Political conservatism exert-
ing a considerable influence in the
sphere of religion has turned the tide
unfavorably to Christian work and in-

fluence.
Another strong factor that should

be taken into consideration in the ag-

nostic and materialistic tendency
which has been imported with the
western ideas is Mill's "Three Essays
on Religion" and Tom Paine's "The
Age of Reason," appeared in transla-
tion as early as 1880. The revolution-
ary theories of Darwin and Suencere
were considered by many superior
to the theistic and Christian concep-
tion of the world. More recently,
Haeckel's "The Riddle of the Uni-

verse" has been extensively circulat-
ed. They are a few examples among
many. Moreover, the general materi-
alistic tendency of the age inclined
the more intellectual class to be in-

different, if not opposed, to anything
spiritual or religious.

Moreover, I must remind you that
old religions and superstitions are
still abiding with the mass of the
people. Some old Buddhist sects, Shin
and Nicheren, for instance, have
thoroughly revived and are mightily
active. The Shin sect is especially
energetic in Its missionary propagan-
da among the Japanese colonies
abroad, as you will see them in Ha-
waii or California. They are to be
congratulated on their successful im-itia- n

of Christian method and organ-
ization. They have their missionary
and philanthropic bodies and have
organized Sunday schools in all parts
of the country. Their young peoples
societies are sometimes called Budd-
hist Y. M. C. A. or Y. W. C. A. Ev-
en Shinto has been revived. Among
certain conservative men the move-
ment to universalize the Shinto fitb
has been in progress for several
years past A professor of the law de-

partment of Tokyo Imperial Univer-
sity is taking the lead, and has pub-
lished mbre than one volume in pro-
pounding what he calls the "primi-
tive and pure Shinto," which he
claims will one day be the universal
faith of the world.

Now, under these circumstances,
you may ask, what is the attitude of
the government? The government is
neutral to all forms of religion. The
same is true of the imperial house-
hold. They generally recognize the
merit of any organization or individ-
ual that has labored for the general
good of the country. For more than
ten years the Emperor and the
Empress granted an annual subsidy
to the Christian orphanage in Okay-ama- .

The same is true with the so-

cial work of the Salvation army. His
and her Majesties made magnificent
gifts to Y. M. C. A. relfief work on
two occasions at the time of the
Russian war, and more recently for
the work of the association In Siber-
ia.

The government has made no dis-
tinction of religious denominations
in granting periodical grants to a
large number of philanthropic Insti-
tutions. Miss Riddell'8 hospital for
lepers In Kuma motto, and a Roman
Catholic Institution for the same pur-
pose as well 8.s many Buddhist and

organizations of chari-
ty, have been, the recipients of gov-
ernment subsidy, Doshlsha Universi-
ty of Kyoto, a foremost Christian
Institution of learning, in its forti-
eth 'anniversary of the founding, was
graciously remembered with a grant
of a substantial sum.

You may ask, what, then, Is the
status of Christianity at present,
and how much has it accomplished?
Was tha Christian mission a failure
or a success? According to the stat
istics fo rthe year 1919, the total
constituency of the Protestant church-
es la 128,320, and including that of
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Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox
churches, the total is 232,929. This
number does not include the Kor-

ean churches. Two hundred and thir-

ty thousand in a population of 62

million, or one In two hundred and
twenty, Is an insignificant percent-

age. But spiritual influences cannot
be measured by statistical figures
alone. Here Is one significant fact
that Chrlstlantly, in spite of its com-

paratively small number, is now re-

cognized as one of the three relig-

ions of Japan, the other two. of
course, being Shinto and Buddhism.
Mr. Tokonaml, the minister of home
affairs, who has been much concern-

ed with the life and thought of the
people, convened the representativ-
es of the three religions on the 19th
and 20th of May, 1919. Thirteen re-

presentatives of Shinto, 68 of Budd-

hism and six of Christianity were
invited, the Christian churches in-

cluding Congregational, Disciples,
Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian,
and Salvation Army. At the confer-
ence the minister opened the meet-

ing with an address which included
the following words:

"My purpose In asking you gentle-
men to attend this gathering Is to
express my request that you kind-
ly with us in the endeav-
or to strengthen the moral and in-

tellectual character of the people.
I have come to feel deeply that the
legislation and economic regulation
are of no avail on this matter. And
I am fully convinced that what mov-

es the people are the spoken and
written words. So I earnestly request
that you gentlemen, If you are at
all in sympathy with my plans, will
kindly add a few words in your ser-
mons to awaken the consciousness
and guide the people in this critical
moment."

It shows that the government is
really In earnest in its efforts to im-

prove the moral and religious con-

dition of the people, and also that
the Christian churches are recogniz-

ed by the government.
I must say, my friends, that Chris-

tianity has affected the national
life of Japan, far beyond and out of
the proportion of the number profess-- 1

n g Christianity. Three out of
twelve speakers of the Japanese
House of Representatives have been
Christians. The one who occupied
the position for the longest period
of all was my predecessor, the presi-
dent of Doshlsha, Mr. Kataoka, who
served as an elder in the Presby-
terian church until his death. The
number of professing Christians am-

ong the members is also far above
the proportion for the country. The
same Is true among publicists, edu-

cators and professional men.
Therefore, my friends i apart from

the statistical estimate of the mis-

sionary work, let me briefly give a
survey of the Influences Christianity
has had on the life and character of
the Japanese. Among the great ideas
that are leavening in, the minds of
the Japanese I may mention

First The idea of God.
Christianity has given the Japan-

ese the new idea of God. The original
Japanese word "Kami," literally
meaning superior, which was adopt-
ed by Christians to translate God,
designated all objects of all worship
and veneration, including the won-

ders of nature, dead heroes, and the
spirits of the emperors. Japan was
originally proclaimed "The Land of
the Gods," and the number of Kami
was said to be eight million in all.
Christianity has to a very marked
degree transformed the conception
of Kami. It has explicitly taught
the Japanese of a Kami, who is a
supreme personality, the ruler of the
universe, the Father of all mankind.
I believe I am' nof going too far
when I say that to intelligent people
now days "Kami" conveys an idea
very much the same with the thought
contained in the English word God.

Secondly A new conception of
humanity.

It is Christianity that has given
the Japanese the broader and nobler
conception of humanity. At not a re-

mote day In Japan., people used the
word "foreigner" interchangeably with
"enemy," or "barbarian," much as did
the Greeks.. Christianity has given
the new meaning to the saying of
a Chinese sage familiar to Japanese:
"Within the four seas we are all
brethren." This conception also gave
a saner view In regard to the exist-
ing world. In contrast to the Budd-

hist view which looks on the world
only as evil, and to the oriental
view of human life which treats it
as a passing jest, an earnest moral
conception of the world has been di-

rectly or Indirectly given by Christ-
ianity.

Thirdly The person of Christ.
For more than a thousand years

the Japanese have regarded Confu-
cius and Shuka as the two great
sages of the world. The name of
Christ on the other hand, was re-
garded with contempt and disgust
until two generations ago. When we
think of the wonderful changes that
have taken place in the attitude of
the people at large toward the per
son of Christ in recent years it is
almost uhbelieveable. I am not speak
ing of the attitude of Christians to
Christ, but of the general public all
over the empire. Now, at least, Christ
is thought worthy of a place beside

Confucius and Shaka as tho object
of reverence. This is all the more
wonderful when we think of the
small number of Christians as com-

pared with the Buddhist and Con-

fucian population of Japan.
Fourthly The Bible.
Of the hundreds of thousands of

books thnt have been translated and
published Into modern Japanese, no
other has had such continuous and
wide circulation among the people of
high and low estate as the Bible.
Christians are not the only Japanese
who love to read it. It has attained
an almost unbelleveablely wide cir-

culation. In 1917 the total circula-
tion of the bible by the three Bible
soclties in Japan was a total of over
443,000.

Fifthly The home.
It is Christianity that has brought

to Japan the conception of a pure
home founded on the union of one
man with one woman. Confucian-Ism- ,

Buddhism, and our native Shin-
to, and Bushido did not teach the
sacredness of the marriage relation
or present monogamy as an ideal.
The new word Katel a translation
of the English word "home" Is now
popularly used to express the idea
of a happy and pure home life. It
Is Christianity that has given many
such homes in Japan, in them the
real hope for a healthy and sane
national life.

It is interesting that in recent
years a marriage ceremony in imita-
tion of Christian ceremony, has oeen
Introduced to Shinto and Buddhist
temples, where a betrothal party tak-
es the solmen oath in the presence
of the priests and the spirits of the
ancestral gods or Buddha.

Sixthly The Christian Institution!
Some of the Christian Institutions

are being adopted without direct
church auspices. Sunday as the day
of rest was adopted as soon as the
old calendar was substituted by the
Gregorian in 1872. In the old days, as
still in most of the families and fac
tories, the first and fifteenth day were
kept as a day of rest. The adoption
of Sunday was not done from a re-
ligious motive, but was an unconsci-
ous adoption of an important Chris-
tian institution. It is said that many
factories have lately adopted Sun-
day, owing to the influence of labor
movements.

Christian is another institution that
is becoming more and more popular
with as well as Chris-
tians.

The English daily. The Japan Ad-

vertiser, commented once that "It
must be conceded that Christianity is
making great progress in a country
where Its principle festivals are com-
ing to be accepted by the mass of the
people, even If that acceptation is
only concerned with the purely secu-
lar manifestation of the faith."

Seventhly Philanthropy.
Christianity has not only been act-

ive in introducing new thoughts and
in giving spiritual consolation, but by
initiating and conducting philanthro-
pic enterprises it has set such an
example that other religions and non
religions have become its imitators.
It is true that long ago Buddhists
carried on works of charity, but
these have degenerated into mere
ceremonies conducted for the repose
of the souls of the dead. Shinto or
Bushido did nothing worthy of men-
tion In the way of charity. On the
other hand, Christians, even when
they were few in number, founded or-

phanages, homes for discharged pris-
oners, hospitals for lepers, institu-
tions for wayward boys and defectiv-
es, working girls' homes, etc. These
are legion.

I need not say that Christians have
been the leaders in establishing asso-
ciations for young men and women.
The same may be said of the work
of the Salvation Army, of all moral
reform associations, temperance so-

clties .and movements for abolishing
licensed vice.

Lastly The influence on other re-
ligions.

Christianity has been a spur to the
old religions and has aroused them
to new activities. The many signs of
new life lately displayed by Budd-
hism and Shinto cannot be referred
to a single cause, but the spread of
Christianity has had a great influence
over them all. I have no doubt its
ultimate effect In a a long run will
be for the advancement of the re-
ligious and moral conditions of the
people, a great step toward the com-
ing of the kingdom of God. And I as-
sure you the kingdom Is coming to
Japan.

In conclusion I wish to quote a few
sentences from my book, the "Faith
of Japan," published a few years ago
in this country, and from which Dr.
Arthur Brown has quoted for one of
his concluding paragraphs in his new
book, the "Mastery of Far East.":

"Japan is on the eve of the greatest
transformation in her history un-
der the influence of western relig-
ion, science literature, art and in-
dustry. She is shaken to the very
foundations of society. The religious
Ideas of the west have brought new
world views to the young-ol- d nation
of the Far East. Meanwhile the old
faiths are still powerful among the
mass of the people. Religionists are
struggling to keep their usition.
Not a few conservatives are trying
to check the tide of western ideals
and standards. It recalls the strug-
gle of the old and new faiths in the
latter days of the Roman empire.
The conflict in the Far East at
present, though it be of a different
kind, is no less severe than In the
ancient west and the outcome is no
less a matter of intense Interest."

A word more. Whether Japan will
be a menace to the world civilization
or a blessing to the same depends
on whether Christian ideas and
truth be fundamental factors or not
in her religious and moral recon-
struction. For myself I do not hesi-
tate to say that in Christianity there
Is the hope and salvation of Japan
and of the world.

P. M. Kodaira
SANITARY PLUMBER
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