
HAWAIIAN BIRDS AND
FEATHER CLOAKS
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By J. M.

The most priceless possession of
an ancient Hawaiian was not dia-
monds, pearls, or other jewels, but
feathor claks, feather helmets or
leather cloaks, feather helmets or
but the wealthiest chiefs could af-

ford them.

Shy Little Warblers
These priceless articles were made

from the feathers of certain small
birds that lived In the heart of
the mountains, or the depths of
the forests. They were known as
the Mamo, the Oo, the Iwi, and the
Ou. They were about the size of
the robin.

Rare Birds, Seldom Seen
The Mamo is long since extinct
but the others may still be found

in the mountains by one who is fa-

miliar with them like the Hawaiians
they are fast becoming obsolete,
fading away before the advance of
civilization, and the ruthless Mynah
bird.

Oo the Main Reliance of
the Cloak Makers

The Oo was probably always the
main source of the highly prized
yellow feathers," from which thn fin-

est cloaks were made. The Oo how-
ever, is not a yellow bird but a" iet
b:ack one, with four or five deli
tate yellow feathers under ouch
wing, and as many more uniljr the
tail. They vcrc about tna sizj of m

dollar, a soft and fluffy as m's-t'.o'ilown- ,

but! with the lus;ero;is
tli' un of silk, nnd the feel of velvet.
How They Vvere Caught

The taking of these birds was an
ancient and honorable profession,
and, in the hands of the expert, a
fine art of the highest kind. Know-
ing well the haunts of his victims,
the bird catcher repaired (hither
when the lehua trees wsre in full
flower, and there he found the birds
gathered far and near, to sip the
honey from the scarlet and yellow
bunches of flowers, with which the
trees were laden. He used no fire-

arms, no traps or snares, but went
supplied with a plentiful stock of
kepau, an exceedingly sticky and
tenacious gum, made from the exud-
ing juice or sap, of the breadfruit
tree. This he carefully smeared all
over the twigs and branches on
which the Oo bird must light and
stand, while he sucked the honey
from the flowers. When the bird
had sipped all the flowers within
reach, and wanted to fly to another
stand, he found that he couldn't do
It, his claws were bound around the
twig, and he couldn't let go, could-
n't straighten them out. All In vain
he tugged and fluttered, and cried
aloud for help, he was a prisoner
and could not escape. His pitiful
cries brought his companions about
him, but there didn't seem to be
anything the matter with him, and
they couldn't see for the life of
them why he sat there and yelled
so, all he needed to do was to open
his claws and fly away, as they
did. And they found they were in
the same boat; they had alighted
on similar branches, and met with
a similar fate they couldn't fly
away either.

Picks Them Off Like
Ripe Cherries

. Apprised of what had happened
by the piteous outcries which he
heard, the bird man appeared on the
scene, and leisurely picked his birds
from the tree like so many ripe
cherries, but not to kill them, that
would have been suicidal. The bird
catcher has the future to think of.
so he carefully turns up each wing,
and the tail, and plucks out the few
yellow feathers, and then turns the
bird loose, to grow more for an-

other time.
This trapper of birds, like the fur

trappers of the north country, has
many stations, many trees fixed up
this way, which he visits In a regu-

lar round. Of course there are many
blanks, but he always finds some
victims awaiting him.

How He Makes HI

Tax Returns '
Each single feather is then add-

ed to a wisp of olona fibre and
Ithese are bound together in small
bundles of five which are turned
in to the konohiki, or chief's factor,
aa one item of taxes.

How Feather are
Shingled to Cloak.

In the manufacture of the feather
cloaks a foundation of netted olona
fibre is made first, of the required
size, shape and mesh, and to this
the little bundles of feathers are
attached, beginning at the bottom
and overlaying each other like the
shingles of a bouse, and presenting
on the outside a smooth, glossy uni-

form appearance-- . Some times there
is a darker border added of other
feathers tor artistic effect.
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Cheaper Grades for
Common Folk

The red cloaks were made from
the feathers of the Iwi, a red bird
of brilliant plumago These were
very much less expensive, since the
birds were very much more abund-
ant, and all the feathers could be
used, not merely the few under the
wings and tail. They made fine
cloaks, but they were for common
people because they were cheap.
Worth a Fortune

Some idea of the priceless value
of these royal cloaks may be gained
by remembering that each bird
would furnish perhaps not more than
a tenth of an Inch of covering sur-

face, and that Kamehamehas finest
cloak was the work of ten genera-
tions of bird catchers working in
the finest fields.

CHINA ABLY DISCUSSED

The last of a very successful ser-

ies of educational missionary ad-

dresses was given in the LIhue
Union church last Sunday night,
when Rev. R. G. Hall discussed
"China," as he personally knows it.
Having been in Siam for a year
and a half his personal knowledge
is greatly enriched concerning the
real China.

The speaker dwelt at length up-

on industrial anr agricultural China,
on industrial and agricultural China,
some of the richest, of the earth, of
the great fertility of her natural
soil and the boundless area of her
sparsely settled territory. But of
the greatest importance, declared
the speaker, is the fact that the
Chinaman possesses superlative ab-

ility and is slowly becoming the lo-

cal leader of this part of Asia. His
greatest handicap, thus far, is that
he has not recognized the importance
of national organization, but as
young China is being educated in
the western world greater import-
ance is being attached to national or-

ganization. China with her vast po-

tentialities and her awakening na-

tional conscience, is destined to be
one of the great powers on the earth
within next generation or two. Her
door is now open. And her future
value to the world will depend up-

on what enters her door now. What
shall it be? Militarism or Christian
civilization?

What a Missing "T" Will Do

There is only one way to get
ready for immor ality and that is to
love this life, and live it as brave-
ly and faithfully arid cheerfully as

'we can. Motto displayed beneath
the head of The Wiggln's Courier.
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Girl Reserve Notes

HIGH SCHOOL GIRL
RESERVES HOLD

DIVISIONAL MEETING

The Girl Reserves of the high
school came out in full swing on
Wednesday, March 23, at the Lihue
Armory, to hold their monthly di-

visional meeting. The purpose of this
meeting was to give a demonstra-
tion for Miss Hanson of some of the
Girl Reserve work we have been
doing under health, service, know
ledge, spirit. The program was plan
ned to surprise Miss Hanson and
Bhe said it did, "taking her off her
feet." We surprised each other, too,
each corps having kept secret from
the others what they were going
to do. It was a fine meeting and we
all enjoyed it. There was no time
for games, but we didn't neglect our
favorite refreshment! Miss Hanson
has asked that we have the meet-
ing the second time so that others
may see it and we are planning to
give it again, Thursday, April 13.

Esther Tseu, Ilima Corps.

GIRL RESERVES OF WAIMEA

The Girl Reserves of Waimea are
steadily progressing. Mrs. Wright
has been acting as our sponsor. A
talk on the honor system was given
by Miss Hanson at our last meeting.
The girls took notes on the honor
system which were to be lived up
to by all the members according to
their wish to get an honor penant.

Miss Hanson also explained to
the club about bandages and show-
ed the way to apply them. Two of
the members will give a talk on the
first two topics of the code at our
next meeting.

Plans are under way for a trip to
Wailua falls if trucks can be rea
sonably secured.

Dr. T. L. Morgan
OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN

Office on Wm. Hyde Rice Promises
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HOTEL LIHUE
(The Fairview)

f Twenty-tw- o Elegant Rooms t
in Main Building

Three Airy Cottages
Cuisine Unexcelled in Coun-

try Districts

W. H. Rice, Jr.,
Proprietor

- e

particular woman always ap-

preciates the real grace and com-

fort that are shown in the One Strap
pump. It has won and kept its
place against all the fancy styles that
have been shown this season. We

are showing it with the low or high

French heel in black kid, patent and

white kid in the black satin, bead-

ed kid and beaded black satin.

Of course the new two-tone- d

Sport shoes are
finding great favor this
spring, especially those
in white with gray,
green, tan or patent
leather trimmings i n 'HONOLULU'S
either one or two-stra- SMARTEST
or Oxford. SHOE STORE"

Careful attention given to orders
by mail

Manufacturers Shoe Store

1051 Fort Street, Honolulu
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Pennsylvania -

C. B. HOFGAARD

HEN EGGS

GUINEA EGGS

EGGS

DOVE EGGS

JELLY BIRD EGGS

CANARY BIRD EGGS

CHOC. MARS1IM EGGS

TIRES . 0,
TI renewal time
V V comes, equip your cat

with Vacuum Cup Fabric or
Cord Tires and forget the
dangers of "skiddy" pavements.
Forget also the disappointing
mileage averages other tires may
have given you. Buy
Cup Tires you pay only for
the quality the safety costs
you nothing.

& CO., Ltd.. Agents, WAIMEA

EE

SPECIALS
FOR EASTER

Candies - Novelties
Direct from the Factory

CREAM

ALLOW

LIHUE STORE

THEN

Vacuum

Is
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CnOC. CREAM EGGS

CHOC. DECORATED EGGS

EASTER BUNGALOWS

EASTER BASKETS

LARGE RABBITS

SMALL RABBITS

JUMPING RABBITS

Our Candy Line
Complete and Well Assorted

KAUAI'S EMPORIUM


