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Schools And The
a Grand Jury

DECEMBER 31, 1904

Whatever value the report of the
Grand Jury of the public schools
may have, it will be entirely by way
of arousing interest among the pub-

lic in the schools, and not by reason
of any force of argument or perti

The cable dispatches a few days
ago announced that the Czar after
first telling the Zemstvos that fur- - '

titer agitation was useless, later
adopted a program of reforms prac
tically conformable to the report of

nencc of illustration in what the re-po- rt

says. The strong spirit of rancor displayed throughout this part of
the report, would alone destroy its value, if the half truths, self contradic-
tions, and absurdities patent in it did not. The criticism that the superin-
tendent does not spend his time visiting the schools of the Territory is an
old one, and one that is fully answered by the impossibility of the thing,
and by any well grounded appreciation of the duties of the office and the
proper balance and distribution of duties. The same kind of criticism is
leveled at the Commissioners of Education because they do not spend their
time running around from one school to another. Yet anyone, who knows
the personnel of the school board and the personnel of the Grand Jury, will
readily recognize that there is not one on the school board who is not more
closely in touch with the actual work of the schools than any member of
the Grand Jury.

The dissertation on "the true end of the public schools," and of rehears-
ing pupils "along essential lines," and of "eliminating extras and non-
essentials," is a' thinly veiled plea for the antiquated notion that the three
Rs constitute the whole sum of school work, a notion that few men who
consider themselves abreast of the times, or want to be so considered, would
care openly and above board to advocate. The "touch and go" allusions to
the employment of music teachers and the "agricultural department in
vogue in the public schools," is simply further evidence of the fossilized and
reactionary ideas that permeate the report on this subject, where rancor
doesn't.

In one part of the report the school system is scored because the Super-
intendent, is not everywhere, does not do everything, ignoring the fact that
in so large a system as that of this Territory, there must be and is, classifi-
cation and division of labor and duty, to the end that this personal influ-

ence and incitement of teachers and pupils to higher ideals and effort may
be most effective. In another part of the report it is recommended to the
legislature that there should be more "thorough organization," which can
only mean a stricter classification and subdivision of duties and responsi-
bilities. The two are entirely contradictory, and are only further evidence
of the haziness of thought, and immaturity of consideration which runs all
through this part of the report, parallel with very keen and unclouded ani-

mosity to the superintendent and the Commissioners of Education.
The necessity which compelled the cutting of teachers' salaries was a very,

unpleasant one. But it was not brought about by the school management.
It was one that it shared in common with other departments. It was one
that was forced on the school management and could only be met by heroic
treatment. Either the plan that was adopted had to be adopted, or else
some of the schools would have had to have been closed entirely, and some
of the teachers discharged, a proceeding that would have been unfair and
unjust both to pupils and to teachers. The school department will probably
welcome an act indemnifying the teachers, more heartily than anyone else
except the teachers themselves. But it is manifestly unfair and entirely out
of harmony with the judicial tone that should characterize the report of a
grand jury, to recommend such a measure as one to remedy the insufficien-
cies of the school department, when the school department is not only
blameless but praiseworthy in the matter.

As to the employment and discharge of teachers, upon which the Grand
Jury descants so' jauntilly and at the same time so dogmatically, what the
Grand Jury has to say sounds as though whoever wrote the report had the
idea that the whole purpose of the educational system of the Territory was
to hold jobs for certain individuals. The tax-paye- rs will be inclined to look
at it from a different point of view, and to think that giving employment
to certain individuals is only an incident in a far more important matter.
While teachers should be protected in their employment, public opinion and
the Commissioners of Education must to a very large extent do that, for to
introduce the rule of set hearings and proof, which the grand jury recom-
mends, seeing that the Board cannot have the power of courts to compel
testimony, would, as one of its principal results, simply intrench inefficiency
and insidiously dangerous influence in positions in the teaching force. Even
the civil service reformers have not asked that the power of removal shall
be taken away from the appointing power in the classified civil service, and
McClay who wrote the slurring criticism of Admiral Schley, was removed
from civilian employment in the Navy Department without the suggestion
that he had done anything contrary to the rules of his employment or that
as a good citizen he might not do.

The recommendations for pensions for teachers and the segregation of
races in the school, is in the same cock-sur- e style of the rest of the report,
on subjects upon which the most earnest and enlightened sentiment is
divided.

The Grand Jury in its posing as the champion of the school system, has
overlooked entirely the one supreme test of the working of any system or
set of men. What has it or they accomplished? Applying that, test by the
evidence of every competent educationalist who has visited these shores,
and there have been a number within recent years including the late Super-

intendent of Education for the Philippines, and the Commissioners of Edu-

cation and the Superintendent of our school system are entirely vindicated.
It is the testimony of every competent observer, that the public schools
of Hawaii, in spite of the difficulties of race differences and scattered popup
lation is the peer of almost any school system on the mainland. In the
matter of establishing, as the language of instruction, and the medium of
communication in, after life, a language which is not the mother tongue of
a large majority of the pupils, the schools of Hawaii have solved a problem
that no other school .system has solved. It has made English the language
of Hawaii, and thereby made It possible for Hawaii to become thoroughly j

American. And in this work the present Superintendent of Schools has
been the originator and in large degree has consummated it.

:: Scope Of The
Russian Reforms !

J

the De Wittc Commission.
Sergius De Witte, one of the most eminent and enlightened of Russia's

Ministers, and President of the Committee of Ministers since 1903, is chair- - j
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of the betterment of the conditions of rural enterprise and general revision
of the peasant laws. To him was confided the task of sifting the enormous

'

mass of evidence collected, including the opinions of 11,000 of the best
qualified peasants, landlords, merchants and manufacturers, which filled
sevornl thousand volumes. He has completed the gigantic task. His conclu-
sions, which have just been published, are in line with the most enlightened
opinion for ameliorating; the peasants' condition, They scum to have the
imlorswnieHt of Hmpurnr Nicholas mul Minister of the Interior Svlntopolk.
MlnuL-- Tint llliym! nriMii luillfi tlu iiuimnruiiiliiiti iint mil, .. el..ai
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tory in the direction of real national
progress, but as marking a definite
shelving of the plan developed by the
late Minister of the Interior Von Pleh- -
ve for extendlti'; the powers of local
otllcers over the peasant, and increas-
ing rather than decreasing the tute-
lage exercised over them. Von Plehve's
purpose was to rush through a law be-

fore the commission could complete Its
labors.

In all points M. Wltte's recommend-
ations aim for completion of the eman-
cipation act of 1S61 by ending the treat-
ment of peasants as a class apart, giv-
ing them a method of enabling them to
free themselves forever from the soli
and placing themselves on an equality
with all other classes of the population
and removing the restrictions upon ini-

tiative enterprise which have hereto-
fore crushed out all their ambition. In
order to accomplish this he proposes to
abolish practically the whole system of
laws applicable w peasants alone.

At the same time the backward con-
dition of the vast majority of the
peasants and the fact that if placed on
a complete equality in the matter of
the holding and disposition of property
they would soon become the prey of
the shrewder among them, as well as
of merchants who would like to pos-
sess their lands and keep them in a
state of perpetual debt, is fully recog-
nized. M. WItte therefore recommends
the preservation of certain laws de-
signed solely for the peasants' protec-
tion, such as the Inalienability of com-
munal lands and institutions.

For the management of the one and
the freedom of the other from debt,
special laws are recommended
supplemented by methods whereby
peasants inny leave their communes
under safeguarded conditions or de-
limit lands for Individual ownership.
There also is in contemplation the or-
ganization of a system of land credit
aim a scheme for .the settlement of
state lands by peasants who want
larger opportunities.

At midnight tonight the year 1904
conies to an end. Perhaps some will
go through the traditional task of
counting up the events of the year, the
good or 111 they have experienced. But
probably not many. According to the
homlletic sentiment of n couple of gen-
erations ago this is what everybody
ought to do. But this la too busy an
age. After all, what good Is surserved
by it? The wise man tries to forget
the ill he has experienced, and the cy-
nic says he has experienced so little
good that It Isn't worth recounting. But
probably, after nil, it has been a pretty
good year for nearly everybody. Jt
certainly wan for Roosevelt, and It has
been for the owners of sugar planta-
tion stock. An for the root of us, well,
we've at leant nnnther year' exjwrl-mic- e.

So hore's to 1801, mid hIko to 190K.
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Classified Ads in Star.

lioiii tinted

Hawaiian printer for outside island.
Apply Star olHce.

Foi Snlo

A magnificent building site on the
Punchbowl slope near Thurston are-nu- e.

Particular a: Star office.

Building lot corner King and Kame-hame- ha

road. Palama terminus of
Rapid Transit road. Apply at Star
office.

Furnished ltooms To Lot

A nicely furnls'jed front room. Mo-qu- tu

proof and clecirlct Ugh 494 Bere-am- c

near Punchbowl

. E CARRY A PULL LINE OP
Manilas, Clear Haanas and Porto

Rico Crooks, also
EL MER1TO, King of 5c. Cigars.""

HAWAIIAN TOBACCO CO.
Ewa Corner King and Bethel Street.

START THE
NEW YEAR RIGHT.

Open a savings account with us, we
pay

4 per cent
per annum Withdrawable on demand,
riKENIX SAYINGS, BUILDINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

Judd Building, Honolulu.
Guarantee Capital i 200,000
Paid in Capital 1,300,000

HENRY E. POCOCK Cashier.

Fancy
French
Fans

We have just opened an
invoice of beautiful Pari-
sian Fans varying in price
from $3.50 to $10.00.

They are direct from
Europe and are of the very
latest style and patterns.

L F.
UUU.,

J. HOPP & CO.,

Christmas
Furniture

OPEN NIGHTS FOR
REMAINDER THIS WEEK.

YOUNO BUILDING.

one' of the Islands where this sort of
game does abound.

It was a moral certainty that vhe,n

St. Petersburg sent out the announce-

ment that the capture of Rihlungshan
by the Japanese did them no practical
good, that announcement of some re-

treating movement of the Russians
would follow soon. It came this morn
Ing with the announcement that the
Russians had abandoned the new town
of Port Arthur.

By the way some of the liquor deal
ers ore getting it from the governor,
Hatter sems also to have been a hitter

The planters organized the Factor's
Selling Company, and at once get a
better contract with the Sugar trust.
Honolulu Plantation begins the pro
duction of rellned sugar and immed-
iately there Is rate war in the rellned
sugar market 4n San Francisco. Verily
Hawaii does cut some figure in the- su
gar producing world, and every for
ward step of her planters Increases her
importance.

Preceding the legislative session of
1901, the Home Rulers, who were In the
majority in that legislature, held innu-

merable conferences and adopted elab-

orate programs. None of their pro-
grams, except possibly those where
Kraft was concerned, it any graft
programs were formulated at these
conferences, ever went through. The
session was prolonged and waBted. Let
us hope that history won't repeat ltilf
in this matter. Karnent endeavor and
sincere den lie to accomplish their work,
tt.v the member) after the session bus
begun, will accomplish a great ileal
more than conference before the me-Hl-

IihbIiih, They bind nobody.

flan lit 1. Wilder Iihm iirMttuitml tint
II iv deiMilinent with u iiiuiimii tram.
ami tit inhHMi with u twnyun tie. ll
Will liKllutlilv iiuxt iiinaaiit Mix iiiui i luiiu
lltMta Pltrtai wlib IWHibwi trwM.

To Those Seeking
A Low-Price- d

flACHINE

SOLE

Honolulu Iron Works.

STEAM ENGINES, SUGAR MILLS,
BOILERS, COOLERS, IRON, BRASS

AND LEAD CASTINGS.

Machinery of Every Description Made
to order. Particular attention paid to
Ship's lackEmithlnc. Job Work Exe-

cuted on Short Notice.

JOUEEN STREET
DBALBKS IPC

Firewood, Stove,
Steam and Blacksmith

Coal
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

Special attention given to
DRAYINQ

ALSO, WHITE AND BLACK SAND

LORD & BELSER,
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

OFFICE AND YARDS,
SOUTH AND KAWAIAHAO
TELEPHONE MAIN 198.

TEAfllNQ A SPECIALTY

EUROPEAN BARBER SHOP

Will open on Saturday December 31

at D2S Fort street near King.

No Clubs! No
NO PLACE TO BUY A

Order your Liquor and keen it
Getter grades.

Ask
TO

Tho Big

Our AUTOMATIC pos-

sesses advantages and automatic feat-
ures found In now of the other low- -;

; j Mr'i:i"i. ' I:

without sonic of the iinpioVements and
recent inventions which are only em-

bodied in our "latest" AUTOMATIC, It
is by far the best and most desirable
low-pric- machine that can obtain-
ed.

NEEDLE shortest Jn use straight
cannot be set wrong.

ATTACHMENTS best In Use self.,
adjusting as far as possible no screw-
driver required. , W

SAFE the most delicate use It with'
ease and safety.

ASK YOUR PHYSICIAN

If the easiest and lightest running
Sewing Machine Is not the one you
should select above ail others.

A seasonable present at any time of
the year. ..m.iAfb

WILCOX & GIBBS New Automatlo
Sewing Machine.

A fresh supply just received, Includ-
ing the New

Will Lt
AGENTS

fil COOKE

Commission Merchants,

8ugar Factors.

' GENTS FOR " 1

The Ewa Pla catlc Company,
The Waialua Agricultural Co., Ltt.
The K hala Sugar "ompany.
The Walmea Sugar Mill Company.
The Fulton Iron Works, St. Louis, Mo

"he Standard Oil Company.
The Georee P. lake Steam Pumps.
Weston's Centrifugals
The New England Mutual Life Instil

ance Company of Boston.
The Aeint Fire Insurance Company oi

Hartford, Cnn.
The Alliarce Assurance Company oi

London.

The
1 1 82 Union Street.

Rooms; first-clas- s, Meals 25c,
or Board $4.00 per Week and
Meal Tickets $4.50.

Best Meal In Town

COME AND TRY IT.

THE HAWAIIAN REALTY
AND MATURITY CO. Ltd.

Real Estate, Mortgages. Loans and
Investment Securities. Homes built on
the Installment plan.

Office: Mclntyre Building., T. H.
L. KENTWELL, General Manager.

Illicit Selling!!
DRINK ON SUNDAY I

home. Its much cheaper nnd vnn crpt

IN HAND

Best flan "
IT PROM

.Assorted Cases of the Best Brands of Wines,
Beers, Liquors, Liquers and Bitters,

California Claret, 50 cents a gallon; Zinfandel and
Sweet Wines, 75 cents a gallon. Demijohns extra.

I DE TURK'S SWEET AND SPARKLING WINES A SPECIALTY.

CAMARA CO. 9
Corner Merchant and Alakea Streets,

relephone Main 492. P. O. Box 664

ighPriceoISugarStillAdvancing

HIGH PRICE OF

iJiJti.Yfiar's.tats
GO HAND

SWEETHEARTS AND WIVES NOW
IS YOUR TIME TO ASK AND

HAVE THE BEST NEW YEAR
PRESENTS FOR YEARS.

Your 44

BUY

be

Pacific Hotel,

Home
K.

E.W. Jordan lb Co., Ltd
Dividends Will Vay For It

i

t. i


