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ELEVENTH YEAR.

THE RICHEST OF HOMES.

How the Wealthiest Lady In America
l'ansps Her Leisure Time.

Mrs. Vanderbilt, the widow of "William
H. Vanderbilt, is the richest woman in
America. Next to Queen Victoria she
is the richest woman in the world. She
and her son George, the only unmarried
child, with a large staff of servants,
occupv the huge brown-ston- e palace at
the corner of Fifth avenue and Fifty- -

first street.
In manv respects Mrs. Tanderbilt

leads a very .simple life, exactly as
hundreds of other women who have not
a hundreth part of her money. She
breakfasts between 8 and 9 o'clock, the
meal consisting of fruit, porridge,
steak, chops, or broiled chicken, warm
rools, tea. and coffee. George Vander
"bilt breakfasts with his mother, so that
she shall not be alone. Her luncheon
is also a comparatively simple meal,
but at dinner there is much ceremony,
and there are usually guests. The
dining-roo- is on the fir&t floor, with
windows looking out on Fifty-fir- st

street. There is an immense fire-plac- e

with carved oaken designs in bas-reli-

at one end of the room, opposite the
door leading from the Japanese room,
which has recently had a billiard table
placed in the center. The dining-roo-

is furnished Tvith all oaken furniture.
A buffet fills one entire side of the
room, and on the other, between the
windows, are large glass cabinets, in
which is the finest collection of old
Sevres and other rare porcelain.

Whenxl lunched with her the other
day the table was set for eight people
and the service was of Dresden china.
On each plate was a large white linen
napkin so folded as to show an em
broidered monogram about an inch and
a half square of the letters . M. V.
At the four corners of tne table were
tall silver candlesticks, with pink
candles and pink silk shades, and in
front of these small silver dishes for
bonbons, salted almonds, olives, etc.
The erlassware was finely cut and
sparkled like diamonds, and on the
buffet stood other specimens of cut-gla- ss

ready for use. It all shone like a
collection of huge gems. In the center
of the table stood a large cut-gla- bowl
of rare workmanship filled with chrys-
anthemums from Mrs. Yanderbilt's own
conservatory, which just now contains
an immensely beautiful display of these
autumnal flowers.

Just outside the dining-roo- is a
store-roo- with safes built into the
wall. It also contains the butler's
pantry. There is a balcony, with
a wrought-iro- n railing, which extends
around the room and five feet from the
top. The safes on the lower range are
lined with purple velvet and contain
large pieces of silver. There are silver
punch-bowl- s, tankards, candlesticks,
tureens, all exquisitely engraved and of
immense size. One safe contains only
immense silver trays, and one tray,
especially large, has a tiny railing an
inch high surrounding it and large showy
handles. It is said to be the largest
and finest engraved piece of silver plate
in the country. Another safe contains
a solid gold dinner service and tall gold
candlesticks. There are few people of
royal blood who can excel in their

.table appointments this New York
widow. In. the balcony row of safes
the smaller pieces of silver are kept;
spoons of every kind and varieiy,
ladles, knives, forks, and small dishes.
They are in gold, silver, and platinum.

New York letter.

Talking Letters and Newspapers.
The modern newspapers exemplifies

in itself a marvelous evidence of man's
inventive powers, but a newspaper that
will read itself aloud is a creation that
seems as wildly improbable as the sing-
ing tree of the old Eastern tale. The
wizard of modern times, Edison, the in-
ventor, has accomplished so many mar-
vels that if he were to announce he had
devised a means of establishing tele-
phonic communication with the nearest
planets, he would probably be believed;
but his last idea is an invention by which
he proposes to revolutionize journalism,
or at least to "hurry it some."

This scheme, which is still in embryo,
is one of the practical uses to which the
perfected phonograph can be put. Mr.
Edison has succeeded in producing what
are called correspondence phonograms.
These are sheets of a peculiar waxy
composition, upon which a message has
been traced by the needle of the receiv-
ing pi.ono,rewb. and they can be folded
and placed in an envelope the same as an

t . --v

ordinary letter. "When it is required to
make them audiblo, they are wrapped
around the phonographic cylinder, and
can be made to emit the tones of the
voice which first repeated the message.

It is possible to turn out 20,000 or
more copies of the same message in a
comparatively short space of time, so
that the original message can be re-

peated indefinitely. This possibilty
suggested to the inventor the feasibility
of a talking newspapers which will
not be a paper at all, but a wax cylin-
der adjustable to the phonograph, which
the company will rent to the subscriber.

Demorest's.

There are Dogs and Dogs.
"Indeed I do," said Athelwald, speak-

ing in low, earnest tones, as a man com-

muning with his own thonghts. "Yes,
I do love dogs. In fact, wherever I go
I am fond of them. But I like a shy,
coy, shrinking dog, who hies away to
the dim and shadowy recesses of the
unbrageous woodshed when he hears
the footfall of the stranger, and can only
be won to sociability and intimacy by
love and kindness and patient pleading.
I like not and cannot learn to love the
bold, forward mass of canine insolence
and pert obtrusiveness that comes
sneaking out from behind the lilac bush
when one is half way between the gate
and piazza, and nestles up to a stranger
with all the easy freedom of an old ac-

quaintance, and drags one all over the
lawn backward, with no thought of
one's comfort or dignity, and with a
dry, convulsive sob that died away in
his throat he walked bitterly toward the
gents' furnishing department, and the
old bookkeeper noticed with sorrow,
not unmixed with grief, as the young
man turned away, that his fawn-colore- d

trousers had been def tly repaired in the
postern gate with irregular patchwork
of olive green in two shades. Robt. J.
Burclette, in Exchange.

"Where's the Fascination?
The proprietor of a pool-roo- re

marked, as he glanced over a Imudrec.
or two men who were scattered about
his place : "It is a mysterious thing to
me where the fascination of the game of
pool comes in. There are men here

who have been coming here
steadily every evening in the week ex-
cept Sundays for eight or ten years.
Some of them are old, some middle-age- d,

and some young men. They ar-
rive with the regularity of fate immedi-
ately after dinner, usually smoking a
big cigar, pull off their coats, and go to
work in a leisurely manner to play pool.
Of course, they are good players. They
must be, after so much practice. They
poke the balls for an hour or two, drink
three or four glasses of beer, light an-

other cigar, and toddle off home per-
fectly contented and thoroughly satis-
fied with their evening's amusement. I
am easily entertained, but it would take
more than that sort of thing to keep me
going night after night as the years go
by. These men, however seem not to
know such a sensation as boredom.
Pool to them is an exciting pastime for-

ever.

An Improvable Metal.
The alloy known as delta metal which

was patented some five or six years ago
by Alexander Dick, a 2ane, is simply
brass with a large percentage of zinc
and a very small quantity of iron, or
some similar metal like manganese or
aluminium. In the proportion of sixty
parts of copper to forty parts of zinc,
with a few hundredths of other metal,
the alloy is stated to be a most interest-
ing product on account of the readiness
with with it may be forged and stamped
at a red heat, of its steel-lik- e strength
and toughness, of its inalterability in
the atmosphere, and of its low cost
said to be not greater than that of ordin-
ary brass. The fact that these remark-
able properties, now so long known,
have not led to more general use, is ex-

plained by the difficulty of melting the
mixture without loss of the zinc, wnicii
is volatilized at about the rasing tem-
perature of the alloy, and is also rapidly
oxidized in the air. Arkansaw Trav
eler.

Guest (of an evening) "Well, it is
getting late, and as your wife has ex-

cused herself I think I ought to tear
myself away. Host O, don't hurry. I
shan t ro up-stai-rs for an Hour yet.
"You will not?" "O, no. After my
wife retires I always allow plenty of
time for the bed to get warm. ProvU
dence Telegram.

The first call "Mamma !"
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HIS WIFE WON HIS MONEY.

She Disguised Herself and Broke Him at
Baden-Badr- n.

B. T. Simmons, an old operator in
the Titnsville oil regions, tells this story
to a correspondent of the Philadelphia
Times:

"One day I received a foreign letter
d Baden-Bade- n. It was a

hastily written note from Mrs. Dobson,
inclosing a draft for $1,000 and asking
me to come to Baden-Bade- n. I was
doing little but enjoying myself, so I
packed a few things, and in two days
after receiving the letter was on the
ocean bound to Baden-Bade- n. Arrived
there I found my old friend and part-
ner, Dobson, in a deplorable state. He
had taken to drinking heavily and playi-
ng- with great recklessness. In six
months he had wrecked himself phys-
ically and lost his entire fortune, amount-
ing in all to $230,000. I found him
confined to his bed in a hotel and his
mind bordering on madness.

"Then Mrs. Dobson told me a strange
story and, moreover, produced cor-

roborative evidence of the truth of it.
She was a large black-eye- d woman,
and although just a trifle masculine in
her features was strikingly handsome
and a woman of uncommon business
qualifications. She had studied for the
lyric stage and had sung in several pub-
lic concerts, but, inheriting a fortune,
she abandoned the stage and afterwards
married Dobson. Her story was most
peculiar. After coming to Baden-Bade- n

with her husband he became a slave to
liquor and being a reckless gambler,
with plenty of money, was soon a
habitue of the gambling rooms and los-

ing large sums nightly. At times he
would not appear at home for a week
and always intoxicated.

"To save her husband and his fortune
Mrs. Dobson had to resort to a magnifi-
cent strategy. She was a fine card-play-

herself, and set out to win her
husband's money at the gaming table.
She cut off her beautiful hair to help
along her disguise, and arraying herself
in the outfit of a Baden-Badg- n sport she
frequented the gambling rooms and
played against her husband at every
opportunity. Dobson was a 'high
roller,' and paid his losses like a
thoroughbred, and one night when he
was especially maudlin Mrs. Dobson
went home with $20,000 of his money.
In three months she won his last cent,
something like $150,000, and produced
her bank-boo- k to show me where she
had it deposited.

"Poor Dobson knew that he had lost
his money, but never suspected that his
wife won it and had it safe in a bank.
He had become brutal toward her in
his drunken frenzy and once or twice
had threatened her life. She knew I
had some influence over him and had
sent for me to help restore him to his
proper senses and get him back to the
United States. I got Dobson weaned
from the battle, and when he was in
proper frame of mind told him the story
that his wife had told me. He went to
his wife, who was then ill from over-
exertion and anxiety, asked her forgive
ness, and promised in the most earnest
manner to make amends for his past
shortcomings. He seemed to be the
most contented man in Baden-Bade- n,

but two weeks later, while in a public
park, he fired a pistol ball into his brain
and died almost instantly."

German Emigration.
The German imperial emigration

commissioner in his last report remarks
that ever since his office was created it
has been noticed that when war threat-
ened emigration would increase for a
number of years and then decrease again
for a time. In 1872 emigration reached
what had till then been the highest
figure, 154,284; then it decreased vear
by year till in 1877 the number was
only 41,824; again it rose rapidly so that
in 1879 it was 51,763; 1880,149,769;
1881, 247,336, then it decreased slowly
again until in 1886 it was 160.474, while
in 1874 it showed an increase to 172,452.
Moreover the proportion of Germans to
foreign emigrants fluctuates largely in
different years. Thus
emigrants increased between 1881 and
1886, but decreased in 1887, while the
number of Germans emigrating declined
between 1881 and 1886, but rose again
in 1887. In 1877 both were almost
alike, about 23,000 each; in 1881 the

emigrants increased to
66,937, while the German had increased
to 184,369. The violent fluctuation in
numbers are therefore mainly due to
the German element among the emi-grant-s.

Legislation has lately inter

fered in favor of a better-treatme- of
the passengers, and especially to pre-
vent overcrowding on board emigrant
ships. Bremen is the principal emi-
grant part of Germany, Hamburg" com-
ing next, and then, with comparatively
few, Stettin. "With March the great
flow commences, culminating in May and
ending with November. Of the 92,989
foreigneis emigrating via German ports
in 1887 29,554. came from European
Bussia, 19,647 from Austria and
Bohemia, 18,335 from Hungary, 6,104
from Sweden and Norway, 3,915 from
Denmark, and 1,066 from Boumania.
Of German emigrants, numbering in
all 79,473,11,978 came from East Prus-
sia, 8,690 from Posen, 6,722 from Pom-erani- a,

5,089 from Hanover; indeed,
over 50,000, or nearly two-thir- of the
whole, came from the kingdom of Prus-
sia; Bavaria sent about 8,000; "Wurtem-ber- g,

4,360; Saxony, 2,229; the emigra-
tion from the other states was quite in-

significant.

Steam OntdoneVOne of the Modern
Natural Improvements in Dakota.
The artesian-well-s of Dakota are

probably the most remarkable for press-
ure, and the immense quantity of water
supplied, of any ever opened. More
than a hundred of such wells from 500
to 1,600 feet deep, are y in success-
ful operation, distributed throughout
twenty-nin- e counties, from Yankton, in
the extreme south, to Pembina, in the
extreme north, giving forth a constant,
never-varyin- g stream, which is in no
wise affected by the increased number
of wells, and showing a gauge pressure
in some instances as high as 160, 170,
173, and 187 pounds to the square inch.
This tremendous power is utilized, in
the more important towns, for water
supply, fire protection, and the driving
of machinery, at a wonderful saving on
the original cost of plant and mainten-
ance, when compared with steam. In
the city of Yankton a forty-hors- e power
turbine-whee- l, operating a tow-mi- ll by
day and an electric light plant by night,
is driven by the force of water flowing
from an artesian-wel- l, the cost of ob-

taining which was no greater than would
have been the cost of a steam-engin- e

developing the same power, not count-
ing the continual outlay necessary (had
steam been employed) for fuel, repairs,
and salaries of engineer and fireman.
What has been accomplished through
the aid of natural gas and cheap fuel in
building up manufactories elsewhere,
may some day be rivalled on the prairies
of Dakota by tapping the inexhansible
power stored in nature's reservoirs be-

neath the surface. P. F. McGlure, in
Harper's Magazine.

Miscalculation.
"John," said a wife who was sup-

posed to be on her death-be- "in case
of my death I think a man of your tem-
perament and domestic nature, aside
from the good of the children, ought to
marry again."

"Do you think so, my dear?"
I certainly do, after a reasonable

length of time."
"Well, now, do you know, my dear,

that relieves my mind of a great burden.
The little widow Jenkins has acted
rather demure ever since you were
taken sick. She is not the woman that
you are, of course, a strong-minde- d,

intelligent woman of character, but she
is plump and pretty, and I am sure she
would make me a very desirable wife."

The next day Mrs. John was able to
sit up, the following day she went down
stairs, and on the third day she was
planning for a new dress.

Husband and Wife.
Many a couple not realizing in mar-

riage to-da-y the happiness they ex-
pected, nor the happiness they had dur-
ing courtship, could commence for
each other their paradise for eternity,
by commencing where some leave off,
even at the altar commencing the pe-
riod of courtship over again; commenc-
ing the renewal of the little civilities
and attentions which characterized that
period; the desire to please each other's
eyes in cares taste, and neatness of at-
tire; the control of temper and de-
meanor in each other's presence; the
checking of the cutting retort or sarcasm

commencing to restore those certain
barriers and formalities of etiquette
which it is never safe for man and wife
to disregard and trample over. Fren-tic- e

MulfortL

The chimney-swee- p does not seem to
care much for style. He wears the
Mune oot all the year rour""

23, 3889.

A MATHEMATICAL PitODIGY.

Remarkable Talent or a Half-WItt-

Couutrj man.
Keuben Field, the mathematical

prodigy of Lexington, who has attracted
so much attention of late, was born in
Warrensburg, Johnson County, about
thirty years ago, and possessed only
slightly better intellectual faculties than
"Blind Tom." "Eeub's" gift is made
the more prominent by the barrenness
of his mind in other features. He has
no intelligence aside from his remark-
able manipulation of figures. Give
Beuben Field a problem, no matter
whether it be a decimal, compound, or
vulgar fractions; it make3 no difference
whether it is better suited to the rules
of short than long division ; it is imma-
terial whether there are ten figures or
700 in it; whether multiplication or
subtraction; and he will, without the
aid of paper or pencil, give you the an-
swer before the echoes of your voice in
propounding the question have fully
died away. He cannot read; he cannot
write. He does not know one figure
from another, and yet mentally, by the
gift which he possesses, he can solve
any problem submitted to him. As
"Blind Tom's talent of repeating pieces
of music played in his presence for the
first time by many of the most brilliant
performers in the country has been
tested, and always with the result of
making more wonderful his great gift,
so have learned mathematicians tried to
trap Field, but without success. To
give him a problem which one himself
could not solve would not determine
whether he was right or wrong, and lest
errors might be made most difficult
"examples" in the higher arithmetics as
well as others, originating with their
questioner and simple enough except
for their long array of figures, hare
been hurled at him, and quick as a
flash would come his answer always
correct.

G e him the diameter of the wheel
of a locomotive and the distance be-
tween any two points it makes no
difference how great the time spent in
traversing this distance, and you have
hardly ceased speaking before he gives
you the number of revolutions the
wheel makes in covering the distance.
Give him the distance and the time and
he will tell you the diameter of the
wheel. Tell him the dimensions of a
brick, and say to him a wall is so many
feet long, so many high, and so many
thick, and he promptly tells you how
many bricks are in the wall. Not in a
reasonable length of time, as though
calculating, but instantly, and while
skilled accountants who have witnessed
his feats have questioned the correctness
of his answers, they have found they
were in error and Field was right when-
ever they did so. Tell him to multiply
9,898,746,322,156 by 73, add 89,572, and
divide by 60, and in less time than the
reader can calculate it Beub will have
the answer ready. These figures are
only used as an illustration, but they are
simplicity in its purest form compared
to some submitted to him. He has gray
eyes, and when not engaged in exhibit-
ing his strange gift they are entirely
free of expression, as though they were
of dead glass, but have him in the ex
citement of figures and a strange glitter,
something little short of an expression
of madness, lights them up. The
strangest of this half-witte- d fellow's ac-
complishments is that awakened at any
hour he will tell you the time to a sec-
ond. He does not make a business of
exhibiting his power, and it is not al-

ways that those who are most kind to
him and whom he knows best can per-
suade him to "show off." Ho says his
power came from God, and if he ac-
cepted offers which had been made to
him to travel with showmen or to take
employment in large business houses
God would take the gift away. St.
Louis Globe'Bemocrat

Nature as a Temperance Lectwer.
There is a secluded vale in Southern

California called Jim-Ja- Valley, be-

cause the wonderful mirages of the
Mojava Desert produce such frightful
effects in the air. Ifrequires a man of
great nerve to pass through the valley
alone. He sees dimly outlined forms
monsters and hobgoblins mingling in a
pandemonium-lik- e dance. ' Pallid faces
shift and change before one's eyes, and
forked lightning blazes about, illumin-
ating strange, uncouth animals. We
don't see what use California has for a
cure for inebriates with that valley
within easy reach. When a man given
to sprees starts out on his favorite re
creation, let his friends shiphim at ones 1
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to Jim-Ja- Valley, and he will let op.
It might be employed as a school of
warning to young men who are disposed
to toy with the alluring but destructive
bowl. One trip .through the yatfey,
which is said to be a stretch of .alSout
fifteen miles, upholstered withthe
most ingenious horrors and fitted up
with the latest improved apparatus in-
troduced in delirium-tremen- s, ough4 to
be sufficient to make the most reckless
youth a total abstainer for life. tf&tas
Siftings.

One on Mr. Palmer.
General Palmer is fond

of a joke and he isn't put out a bitrif the
joke is on him, just so it is funnyj:'i-H-
dresses very neatly and is not give,! to
jewelry except in the matter of scarf-pin- s,

and an adornment of this character
once led to" a remark about him which
set all Wilkesbarre to laughing He
had purchased a very handsome pMfa in
the shape of a bug, which was of rather
loud size and pretty conspicuous.il It
looked like an exaggerated potatobug.
His friends guyed him considerably
about it, and that scarf-pi- n became the
talk of the town. One day a prominent
German saloonkeeper passed Mr. Palmer
as the latter stood at his office door,
looked out of the corner of his eye"' at
the scarf-pi-n and smiled. JnstanttTjthe
Attorney, in his quick, sharp wavyiaid": , "MS

"Well, Dutchy, what's the matter - X
with you? What are vou laughing
at?" N

. ,.$
"Oh, nodings, Mr. Balmer."

M t"Yes, you were. You were laughing
at this "scarf-pi-n. What's' the maAer
with it?" M"

"I guess it's all right, Mr. Balmer:"
"Well, look at it and see. Is there

anything the matter with it? Examine
it. iri

The German drew nigh, carefully
scanned the pin, looked over it gravely,
and was about to turn away, whenv5nx.
Palmer said: !"

"Well, what's the matter withMhat
bug scarf-pi-n ? What do you think ?"

"Veil, Mr. Balmer," said the German,
"I don'd know but vat I think X never
before saw so big a bug on so schmaU a
potato," and he walked off with, a. ojeer
grin on his face.

The remark struck Mr. Palmer ise-in- g

exceedingly funny, and he told it
to some of his friends. Harrisburg
Telegraph. lT

Daniel Webster's Blue Snifc","
Daniel Webster went to college, ia a'

homespun suit, of which probably every
thread Wiis carded, spun, and woven "by
his mother's hand from the wool oftheir
own sheep. It was a
suit, and the color was indigo blue, the
old New England color. In the Somth
it is butternut, but though our Yankee
grandmothers and

knew all about wfiat
butternut bark would do, andtbe sufcitle
power for slate color that lay in sumach
berries and bark of white maple, and
various dyes that root and flower, "Tbark
and leaf could be made to yield, taraogu
the agency of vitriol and coppegaato
"set" them fast, the universal stand-b-y

was the blue pot par excellence the
"dye-pot- " that stood in the chimney
corner of every kitchen worth namhfg.
So Webster was fitted out in indigo Wue
from collar to ankle unbecoming for,
his swart skin and set d and
sophomoric Before reaching HiB&tifer

there came one of those drenching'rains
which, like the Scottish mists,v:we a
man to the skin. The suit held it.om
(for hasnot indigo blue been "warried
fast" since the first indigo wasTiegrd
of?), but it had parted with enough'so
that Daniel, too, was dyed bluerom
head to foot. Daniel Webster had a
liberal stratum of sentiment in'liia
make-u- p, and for some reason this edior
of his young manhood became hia fav-

orite wear through life. He worq,ue
coats to his dying day. If any one eter
saw him in a different one .the fact has
not been put on record. Wide Ai&e....v

An African Perlphnse. y

"Brer Jenkins,'' said the leadetioi
the Bible class, "will you take notice pb
de passage, 'Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil ?' " 7 ?

"Yes, sah." i"iw
"Kin yoh gib an illustration ob-a

meading ob dat ?" - ?- -

"I kin, sah." ,S
"We will heah Fom you."
"Yoh kin 'splain da meanin' jfB by

savin', 'Brother. keep a strong, Sfiut
lock on yoh hen-hous- e, fur poll? "wSJc

niggers does like chicken." MefCXmat

Traveler,

e
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