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The Christmas Guest

BY CHARLES H. C RANDALL,
Cold sweeps the wind in every hill and valley.

Its kisses glaze the rivers and the sea,
It drives its steeds through avenue and alley,

And laughs to see the shivering people flee.
Yet by the hearthfire glowing the north wind shall not rest,
Where glad hands are bestowing cheer for the Christmas

Guest. ' , ,

Good people all, wherever ye are dwelling.
In crowded streets or on the lonely farm.

Join in the Christmas message, sweetly swelling,
And make each home a haven bright and warm,

For hearts, If true and lowly.
The manger-cradle- s are,

. Where comes the Child-Gue- st holy
. With love, the guiding Star.

tt

CHRISTMAS

Mag sighed. "Isn't Joyce a charac
ter?" she said to Fan when the young
er sister was safely out of the room.

"Joyce, replied Fan, decisively, "is
a dear. I wish we were more like her.
I'm not sure, too," she added, thought-
fully, "but that she 13 right,"

"Oh, don't you preach," cried Mag,
"we've got obligations, we have
friends, and the result Is our $10 wilt?

MOTHER'S
By SUSAN HUBBARD MARTIN

had been patched, the collar mended,
Joyce remembered with a sudden
pang It was the best one mother had.

She swept the wrapper off the chair
and took up the little worn slippers.
then she went down Into the sitting- -
room. t Mag and Fan were still there.

'Girls," cried - Joyce, dramatically.
holding up the old wrapper, "do you
think we girls ought to make Christ-
mas presents when our mother has to
wear clothes like this? See how she's
patched the sleeves, and the collar.
too, and just look at these slippers!

The girls did look, and as Joyce held
them up, the poor shabby little slip-
pers, a stillness fell upon them. Bach
girl remembered the patient figure In
the worn slippers that went about a
ceaseless round of duties day by day,
with no thought of relaxation of en-

joyment. The work must be done,
father's meals must be en. time, the
girls must have their company and
their holidays. There was little time

for money left for her when three
young girls were properly fed and
clothed. And as Mag, Fan and Joyce
looked at the patched, threadbare
wrapper, it told a tale more eloquent
than any words, representing to these
three hitherto thoughtless daughters
the sacrifices dally made for them, and,
never mentioned.

Fan wiped a tear away; so did Mag.
Joyce's eyes were already full.

"If we don't take better care of
mother, perhaps we won't have her
very long," said Joyce, solemnly.
"Girls, she added, "let s do some
thing. Say we put five dollars out ot
our ten away for her, and fix up her
things. I will, anyway. I'm going to
get her a handsome pair of Juliets all
trimmed in black fur, and stuff
enough to make her a pretty dressing
sacque. Mag, will you make It?"

Mag sprang up. "Yes, I will, Joyce,
she cried, "and I will give $5 too. I
never realized that mother 'was wear
ing quite as poor clothes as these."

"I'll give five," said Fan, slowly.
"We haven't money enough to go
round anyway. Let us be brave and
tell our friends so. Perhaps in the
end they'll thank us for it."

When mother came downstairs that
Christmas morning, she gave a start
of surprise. A gay little wreath of
holly hung by the window. - Attached
to .it was a large white card which
bore these words:

"MOTHER'S CHRISTMAS.
May She Have Many of Them."

A pretty brown wrapper with velvet
collar and cuffs hung over the back
of her favorite chair. A dainty pair
of house shoes lay beside it, trimmed
in black fur. Near them was a dress
ing sacque, soft and warm, of some
gray material finished off by a touch
of scarlet and a bow of ribbon. A
shoulder shawl of white and blue
hung over one arm of the chair. Two
pairs of kid gloves lay across It. On
the sofa was a handsome comforter
of pink silkaline artistically knotted
with blue. This was Fan's gift, and

had been bought with a portion of her
money and made over at Aunt Ra-
chel's so there could be no danger of
detection. - There were aprons, too,
and handkerchiefs sheer and- - fine.
Father had given these.

Mother stood still, then seeing the
new expression in ber children's faces,
she took a step forward. "Praise the
Lord." she sang In her heart, but aloud
she could only say: "My blessed,
blessed girls," as she gathered them
each one into her tender and loving
arms. Ram's Horn.

. Just Like a Wonfan.
She received a Christmas present.

Her friends all said 'twas nice;
But she was awfully disappointed

For she couldnt learn tn price.
Cincinnati Enquirer.

Mournful Thought. ,

How oft on Christina morning;Our Joyous greeting mocking.We and a ten-ce- nt present "In a. suit ten-doll- ar stocking.Judte. - -

H. S. GIVLER, Pub.
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From Lakes to Ocean.
The season of navigation on the In-

terior waterways will soon end, and It
will be a record breaker. Particularly
Is this true of the great lakes and the
transactions on the Sault Ste. Marie
canals. The figures for October
showed that 44,404,680 tons of freight
had passed through the canals up to
that time, a quantity largely in excess
of any preceding year. The November
returns will bring the total to 50,000,-00- 0

tons, which will be a gain of more
than 13 per cent, over 1905. The bulk
of the business is done by the Ameri-
can canal, and the largest part of the
shipments 13 made up of ore from the
Lake Superior beds. These shipments
are certain to increase rapidly and In-

definitely, for the development of the
ore regions is going on at a prodigious
rate, says the Troy News. Articles
other than ore are transported on the
great lakes and through the canals,
and will multiply in number and In-

crease in bulk as the country grows
In population and advances In indus-

try. The time must come when the
canals now in use will not furnish a
sufficient outlet, and the west is in-

tensely alive to that fact. The action
of the state of New Tork in appropri-
ating $101,000,000 to enlarge its
canals is regarded as a great step
toward improved water facilities, but
the west will never be content until
It has a ship channel from the lakes
to tidewater, and that is why special
effort is now being directed toward
getting congressional approval and
national aid for the deep waterways
from Chicago to the Mississippi.

The Value of Publicity.
Nearly every month somebody cites

the danger of arresting justice
through publicity. The best detective,
however, is the honest newspaper
ever ready to correct its mistakes
The juror who does not read the
newspapers Is the most dangerous
furor. As a rule, you may safely trust
Intelligent men to decide a case in
harmony with the evidence. ' The ef-

fort to prevent publicity from invad-

ing the mind Is like the effort to pro-
mote health by arresting the circula-
tion of ozone. When a newspaper
unfairly tries the case beforehand
and hangs somebody before convic.
tion, it makes friends for the ac-

cused. If a man 13 abused before
trial, he should be grateful; for un-

warranted abuse is a boomerang. We
- know of a successful man who says

- that he is chiefly indebted for his suc-

cess to his stupid enemies whose
ample rope gets about their own
necks. This world is promoted by
Its martyrs. The Innocent can best
afford full publicity, says the Lewis-to- n

Journal. Prejudice Or misinfor-
mation are eliminated by turning on
the light.

The Slavery of Superstition.
There is no form of mental slavery

so torturing as the slavery of super-
stition, says Lillian Bell In Delineator.
We are fond of relegating believers in
It to the unenlightened, but few are
the men and women to-da- y who are
perfectly free from it in some shape.
And after all, what does it amount to
but fear? Fear of disappointment or
disaster. We spend our lives in the
shadow of a great fear. I feel no
scorn for the victims of superstitions
of whatever sort cherished, any more
than I would feel contempt for the

child, which, when snatched
from the beatings to safety, flung up
Its tiny arms to guard its face from
expected blows, at the slightest move
on the part of Its new-foun- d friends.
But my heart is wrung with the same
sympathy for all unnecessary and In-

explicable fear which is allowed to
torture and make miserable lives
which but for that would be mostly
sunshine.

Toung men who are wondering
what opportunity the world holds out
to them when they leave college may
be interested in some figures given In
the latest published report of the
United States commissioner of educa
tion. The commissioner says that
since 1890 there have been created an
average of about a thousand new col-

lege professorships every year, and
more than 1,300 new positions in the
high schools and academies. Thus
about '2,300 new teachers have to be
foand annually, without making any
Allowance for the retirement of many
hundreds of others on account of age
or other disability. It is apparent that
.the man who wishes to live th
scholarly life has ample opportunity
in these days of popular education.

Elephant grey, says the London Tri
bune, Is to be the fashionable color
for this autumn. Therefore, beware
of the unscrupulous tailors who, mere-
ly Jo get a little extra profit, strive to
array you --In bippotamous brown' or
'.hyena yellow. .......

A man in Pittsburg, Mass., killed
his wife and himself because she
t.p!l!eo a cup of tea at the supper
table. There's nothing like thorough,
cess. Ke never wlU be bothered is
tat way again. "

The College Wants Credit.
Prof. Ten Eyck of the Agricultural

College has Issued the following: In
connection with Secretary Oobum's
"Thanksgiving Proclamation for Kan-
sas," it may not be out of place to call
attention to the work,which- the Kan-
sas Agricultural , college and Experiment station is doing to promote this
thankful feeling. Due largely to the
teachings of the Agricultural College
and the work of the Experiment , sta-
tion, thousands of farmers all over the
state are growing "pure bred" seed
corn, which by some reports of the
farmer, has outyielded the "scrub"
corn of their neighbor's two "to one.
During the past three years the agron-
omy department has sold and distribut-
ed among the farmers of the state sev-
eral hundred bushels of well bred seed
corn. Corn judging has been made a
prominent part of the Instruction in
agriculture , at the college and through
the Farmers Institutes, Corn Breed
ers' Associations and agricultural
press, the farmers have been well in-
formed and greatly interested in corn
breeding, seeding and better culture
methods, which factors have without
doubt had much to do with increasing
the average yield of corn by more than
seven bushels per acre for the season
of 1906, a year which has not genera-
lly been considered an "extra good"
corn year, and In fact a partial crop
failure has been reported in many lo
calities. It is true also of wheat, that.
with almost a crop failure in the cen-
tral western counties, of the state the
total yield of wheat is second to larg-
est crop ever harvested within the
state and the average yield per acre
for the state- - Is a bushel above the
average. More than one thousand bu
shels of good seed wheat of the best
producing varieties have been distri
buted by the experiment station and
better culture methods have been put
into practice by the farmers due part
ly at least to the teachings and ex
ample of the Agricultural college and
Experiment station. It is quite possi
ble that well bred and better seed and
tetter preparation of the seed bed ad-
dd several million bushels to the wheat
crop of the state.

Issued too Many Bonds.
The auditor of state refused to reg

ister public improvement bonds for
paving issued by the city of Lawrence
to the amount of $9,000. The bond
issue did not comply with the law
governing second class cities. The
total amount of bonds issued by the
city for the pavement was $20,000. Of
this amounut $11,000 was for paving
between the intersections of the streets
and chargeable to the property own
ers along the street. The $9,000 was
for paving between the Intersections
of the streets and waa chargeable to
the entire city. The law that only ten
per cent of public Improvement bonds
issued by a city of the second class
to pay for paving shall be chargeable
to the city at large. Under this pro
vision Lawrence' could charge only
$2,000 of its total issue to the city.

Taxes Returned to Counties.
The state auditor allowed credits

for $6,109.87 for double and erroneous
assessments in thirty-thre- e counties.
The only large amount credited was
to Shawnee county where it was
found that there were double and er
roneous assessments amounting to 4.

- The assessments were made
on property which has lost a part of
its value or was assessed twice or at
more than its value through a mistake.
The amount credited by the auditor
to the various counties is only for the
share of state taxes assessed against
the property.

Meat Contract Let.
The state board of control has com

pleted the work of letting contracts
for food supplies for the charitable
institutions covering the period from
January 1 to June 30, of 1907. The
meat contracts were let to Kansas
City packing houses.

His Mother Secures Pardon.
Gov. Hoch has Issued,' a pardon

to Frank H. Konnegan, sent to the
penitentiary from Barber county for
grand larceny for five years in May,
1904, so that Konnegan ould return
to Germany and be --with his mother.
who is reported to be ill.

New Head for Abilene Schools.
The board of education has elected

W. A. Stacey, superintendent of the
Burlington schools as superintendent
at Abilene to succeed W. B. Hall,
who has resigned to take the manage-em- nt

of the State Institution of the
blind at Kansasa City.

Terminals at Fort Scott.
It has been announced that Fort

Scott has been decided on as one
of the cities where te Kawuns lnter- -

urban line will build large car barns
and maintain a terminal. Independ
ence is the other city that has been
chosen as a terminal.

Gambling Houses Close.
Wichita's gambling houses are now

closed. It is said that the order was
Issued by the authorities to close and
keep closed indefinitely. :;W"ho" Issued
the order cannot be ascertained. The
authorities decline to talk and the pro-

prietors of the gambling rooms are
equally reticent. '

Prison Breaks Record. -

The population of the Kansas State
penitentiary at Lansing is 1.226, which
is the largest in the history of the in-

stitution. ' -

penitentiary were brought to the Unit-- '

ed States civil penitentary at Leaven--wort- h.

They are United States pris-
oners. Among those from Joliet

Newton C Dougherty, the Peo-
ria, riL, school superintendent- - sen---tenc- ed

a year ago to an indefinite- -

term. Prof. Dougherty had been sup
erintendent of the schools .of Peoria
I1L. 27 years. Dougherty " also was
president of the Peoria National bank,
which his embezzlements caused to
fail, was a heavy stockholder, in other- -

cuacerns ana wlh a trustee ox iae--

fund of $175,000 held by the Nation-
al Educational association. It Is es- - "

timated , that Dougherty's embezzle
ments amounted to close to $150,000.
made possible by his control of school
funds as superintendent and banker. -

Planting Forest- - Trees.
W. F. Schell of the Wichita Nurs-

ery
'has sold 250,000 trees of the spe--

ciosa catalpa and black locust varie
ty to two parties, one in Kansas and
one in Oklahoma ,to use in "planting,
forest reserves. Underwood and Vieis.
of Hutchinson purchased 150,000 ; of-th- e

speciosa catalpa variety. R. vis

of Cheyenne, Oklahoma pur-
chased 100,000 trees ot the speciosa.
catalpa and black locust variety. Mr.
Convis previous to this had ordered
210,000 trees from Mr. Schell. When,
planted the trees of this kind aver-
age about 1,200 to the acre so that
from these two orders more than 200"
acres of land will be put into a for-
est later to be cut as timber trees.

Appeal to Governor for Coal.
Meade, the county seat of Meade

couunty is experiencing a coal famine-an- d

has applied to Governor Hoch,
for aid. The following telegram was.
received from the mayor of Meade:.
"Our city has been out of coal since
November 20. Our condition is ser-
ious. We implore your help. Rail-
roads seem responsible." Governor- -

Hoch has taken the matter up witn
the officials of the Rock Island whose-lin-

runs through Meade and will try
to aid the people of that town. Rail-
road officials say that they are not
to blame in that they are unable to
handle the business. Several other-town- s

in Kansas are said to be in a
condition similar to that of Meade, but
it is the only one that has applied for
state aid.

Fort Leavenworth Needs Postoffice
Among the estimates submitted

for public building purposes.
is one for $17,480 for a postoffice-at- .

Ft Leavenworth. Such a building
has long been demanded by patrons--o- f

the Ft. Leavenworth office and it.
is to be hoped that the appropriation
will not be refused. The building au-

thorities at the posthave almost been
rIritrTi Tn H Asf rncf inn. nwinsr to their- -

1 -
less to grant any relief. The business
transacted by the Ft. Leavenworth of--
lice is equivalent to any one or ine
larger cities in the state.

Some Hogs.
Dr. I. W. Clark of the state school

at Winfield has just marketed 18

hogs that were larger than the brag--
j . . ii . r--

l HM I ( ITT nril'H 1 U1H muULT llUUi.
load of eight porkers pulled the beam
at 2,900 pounds, net weights, an av-

erage of 362.5 pounds, and at $5.75
.HA..-.4- . tCGIVL AvmtiA, InT.l rf 1 fW

weighed 3,440 pounds and brought
$197.80. The total weight sold was
6,340 pounds, an average of 352.2 and
the tntnl mnnev was S364.55. Staler
and Vandiver bought the animals. Dr.
Clark Is Justly proud of the school's
stock work as exemplified in this
"turn off."

Fire in Gardner.
A fire in Gardner, Johnson county,

destroyed a two-stor- y frame building
owned by the Masonic order and oc-

cupied as lodge room in second story
and by the Sea Merchantile company
for general merchandise on the first
floor. The drug store building and
contents of Dr. J. B. Armstrong, a.
restaurant and some other small build-

ings were also destroyed. The loss
was between $5,000 and $10,000, part-
ly covered by insurance. ' -

Will Fight Sunday Baseball.

begun a crusade again Sunday base-- '
ball and theaters and will try to
have a law enacted on this subject by
the legislature next winter. The union
will make an organized fight this time
and has begun' early to enlist the as-

sistance of the ministerial unions of
every town in the state. Two years
ago the fight was made by the Topeka
union and the bill was killed in the
house. ;

-

Blind Pupils Number 101.
' The total number of pupils in the
state school for blind is 101. Of this
number 52 are girls and 49 boys.

Shaw Coming to Kansas. " '
. Secretary Shaw of the treasury has

decided to bold up the purchases of
sites for-- the federal buildings author-
ized at Iola. Manhattan, Wichita. New-
ton and Pittsburg until a time when he
can go to Kansas and make a person-a- l

inspection of the property offered ,
for sale. .

Horses Burned at Hutchinson.
The Blue Front livery barn at Hut-

chinson was destroyed by fire and
about 40 head of horse were burned
within the building. . ,

There were three girls of them, all
merry, light-hearte- d and thoughtless,
but this evening a new seriousness
was upon them. For one thing, moth-
er had gone to bed with a sharp neu
ralgic attack that, somehow was be-

coming, of late, a too frequent occur-
rence. Another was . that father had
just given them their Christmas al-

lowance, for it was the 18th of Novem-
ber, and they had already begun to
plan for the great day.
- "Girls," he had said, as he handed
each one a crisp $10 bill, "this year
you must really make this do. Don't
spend it and expect more, for It will
not be forthcoming. Times are hard,
money not easy to get and necessary
expenses must be met, so remember
that while we all love Christmas, as
indeed we ought, yet we are not ex-

pected to give more than we are able.
'Peace on earth, good will to men,'
means more than a mad rush at bar-
gain counters, when one endeavors to
make $10 do the work of $25. We all
try to do too much, and under the
strain the sweet old merry Christmas
of long ago has lost its charm

He had put on his overcoat and gone
out, and Mag, Joyce and Fan sat and
looked at one another.

"I've simply got to give Bes3 a more
expensive present than I did last
year," said Mag, gloomily, gazing at
the fire. "Just imagine my humilia-
tion Christmas day when she sent me
that beautiful watch fob, and all I had
given ner was a little picture In a
plain oak frame. I blush now at the
thought of it--'

"Don't say a word," broke in Fan,
ragically. "I suffer mortification of
he spirit a hundred times when I

think of the little I can give. Ten dol
lars and 27 friends and relations to
make presents to.

Joyce looked up. Joyce was the
youngest, and she wore a brown school
dress. Her chestnut curls were tied
with scarlet ribbons. . "I say," she be
gan quickly, "that's time the Christ
mas reformation began in this fam
ily. Three girls. Fan 17, Mag 16 and
I 14. Not one of us able to earn a
penny, and all straining every nerve
to make it harder for father and do
something We can't afford. I'm like
dad. Christmas don't mean a mad
rush at bargain counters to buy thingsfor people who half the time don't
care for 'em when they get "em. Use-
less and impossible articles, too, most
of 'em are, but we poor misguided
mortals will take 'em just because
they're marked down from $1.15 to
49 cents. The facts in our case are
these, father's poor, he works hard,
and mother Isn't welL I say It's time
to stop. I shall simply tell Bell (and
who has a dearer friend that she Is,
Td like to know) that all I can giveber Is a set of mats for her dressing
table, m make 'em as pretty as I
can. and there'll be lots of love to go
witn em, out mere in stop.

"But shell give you something
sudsome, put in Mag.

"Can't help It. replied Joyce, "her
father's rich and mine isn't. If she
thinks any the less of me for It, whyshell , have to do it. Last year we
spent all we had and didn't have one
cent left to remember ' mother wit

j and I went up to the attic Christmas
arte moon sad cried about it. That

t reminds me. 1 m going np to see how
i see is.

On Christmas Morning.

melt In their behalf like snow before
the sun. I'd be ashamed to look them
In the face If it didn't."

Joyce crept softly Into her mother's
room. The light ' was turned down
low. The figure on the bed did not
stir. Joyce slipped over and looked
dowp at the pale sleeper. "Darling
mother," she whispered, "how. white
her cheeks are, and her hands, too,
how thin. I wish I might kiss them.
I'm glad she's gone to sleep. Per-
haps when she wakes the pain will
be gone."

She turned to go away, but a pair
of slippeis sitting side by side at the
foot of the bed arrested her. She
stooped and picked one up, stroking
It softly. Joyce was always the affec-
tionate one of the family. ..Then she
looked at it. The sole was pitifully
thin, and ' there was a little break in
one side. Mother's wrapper lay care--

j fully- - folded over the back of a chair.
J where she had pat it, even in her pain.


