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PREPARATION FOR SOWING "WHEAT
By J. C. MOHLER
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out any preparation whatever, and to still
other fields that received but scant atten-
tion.

This is not charged to remissness on the
part of the farmer, for in most instances he
did not have the time to do otherwise, ow-
ing to his heavy responsibility in caring for
his bumper wheat crop and other numerous
duties, but is brought to attention merely
to emphasize that proper preparation pays
through the increased yields that may con-
fidently be counted on, whatever the season.
Yields are relatively larger under good
farming whether conditions are favorable

year will long remain notable in
LAST history because of its tremend--

ous wheat crop. We 'have a right to
feel proud of that achievement. It is a con-

vincing tribute to the- - friendly climate and
fertile soil. ' '

While there is no question as to the adap-
tability of Kansas for the production of
wheat of the highest quality, the record-smashi- ng

crop of a year ago was the result
of unusual circumstances. First, the acre-
age was exceptionally large ; second, the
seed-be- d was unusually well prepared, and,
third, weather conditions were well-nig- h

perfect from seed-tim- e to

In recently discussing the same subject,
Dean Jardine, of the State's Experiment Sta-
tion, said: "Early, deep plowing, with a
reasonable amount of cultivation, usually
gives the best results when wheat is grown
continuously on the same land, or where it
follows oats or barley. When wheat is to
follow corn, a firm, mellow seed-be- d can be
prepared by simply thoroughly disking the
corn ground after the corn has been re-

moved, especially if the corn during its
growth has been given thorough tillage and
kept free from weeds. Many farmers plant
wheat after corn, which is a good practice,

providing the corn can be
gotten out of the way and
the seed-be- d put into shape
for timely planting. WhereA Lesson in

Plowing

Mh
1 1 PLonOYEP

I Flrht Fecds tr Soil1

I via ill TvKfico vrTHPLovr
I 1 WMj I) Ore fLamtco

1 i 1 1 II I FteotuM GrowthAll ". t IK ' Ocjio Funmo
HMJI' I HTlV 5iih.i GtorfTH
I Jt I 1 If l b Aonro Joat' J(n I'M 'Ml aaSab

ft

harvest. This wa's the com-
bination that made possible
the greatest wheat crop in
the history of any state.

Since' this is so, it would
seem" the part of wisdom to
make every endeavor to ap-
proximate similar conditions
in other years, so far as lies
in the farmer to bring this
about. We will of course
have to trust to Providence
for the favorable weather
conditions, but whether the
other requirements are ful-
filled depends very largely
upon the men who grow the
crop. It is not the intention
of this article to urge a larg-
er sowing of wheat. In fact,
under ordinary circum-
stances, in the opinion of the
writer it would be judicious
to sow not more wheat but
rather more of other depend-
able crops, and raise more
live stock. Leaving out of
consideration the factorsover which the farmer has

wheat is grown in rotation
with other crops in which
the soil is given an occa-
sional deep, thorough plow-
ing, shallow plowing for
wheat will usually give as
large yields as deep plow-
ing. Where it is necessary
to plow just before planting
time, 3 or 4 inches will be
the best practice, otherwise
the seed-be-d will be loose
and unsatisfactory.

'In the. western third of
Kansas, where the rainfall is
5 to 10 inches less than it is
in central and eastern Kan-
sas, it is highly important to
prepare the ground even
earlier than in central and
eastern Kansas, in order to
allow the land to lie in a
plowed condition and free
from weeds, that it may
store up moisture previousto the planting of the croo.

no control, the two things that are power-
fully important that devolve on him are the
preparation of the seed-be-d and the sowingof good seed.

One of the causes of exceptionally good
yields of wheat in 1914 was that the seed
was sown on ground where the corn failed
but which had been given cultivation. This
land had been virtually summer fallowed,
and was provided with an abundance of
available plant food, as little had been used
by the corn that succumbed to the dryweather. The uniformly large acre-yiel- ds

produced under such conditions furnishes a
most striking illustration of the point it is
sought to emphasize the value of thorough
preparation of the seed-be-d. Much wheat
sown on corn ground in the fall of 1913,
the following summer turned out 50 to 60
bushels to the acre, while the average acre-yie- ld

for the state was about 20 bushels.
Contrast that, if you will, with the re-

ports of the present year's prospect, three
weeks before harvest. It is estimated bythose who are well capable of judging that
the average yield per acre this year will
probably be at least five bushels less. Con-
ditions perhaps have not been so favorable,in the main, as for the preceding crop, but
the principal cause of the wide difference
is quite generally attributed to the largearea that was seeded in. the stubble, with

or unfavorable. Good farming returns hand-
some dividends every year, and may mean
the difference between success and failure
in poor years.

By the time this article appears in print,
wheat harvest will be well over, and the
first step toward preparing for the crop a
year hence should be taken soon. Wherever
possible the ground should be disked
promptly after cutting the wheat. Disking
will minimize the loss of moisture through
evaporation, and cause the plant food form-

ing agencies to become active.. The plow
should follow as soon as may be, as the ad-

vantages of early plowing have been thor-
oughly demonstrated in Kansas.

A McPherson county farmer who.recently
called at the office of the Board,, stated that
in his forty years of wheat-raisin- g in Kan-
sas he has found early disking and plowing
by far the best methods for maximum yields.
He asserted, moreover, that where the land
was first disked it could be plowed to a
depth of six inches and that is mighty deep
plowing compared to the general practice
as easy or easier than plowing at four inches
without disking. He is an earnest advocate
of early preparation for wheat, and that he
has been markedly successful as a wheat-rais- er

gives weight to his opinion.

In other words, in the western third of
Kansas the summer fallow should be prac-
ticed at least once in three years, because
by means of the fallow, additional moisture
may be stored deep in the soil and held
there until the wheat can use it to best ad-

vantage in maturing a crop.'The longer the soil can remain plowedand cultivated , previous to planting the
wheat, the more plant food and water it
will be able to accumulate and have in re-
serve for the production of another crop. If
every acre that is to be put to wheat could
be plowed, disked or listed, and put into
seed-be- d condition before the middle of Au-
gust, there would be little doubt that the
1914 crop might be rivaled every year."There is still another reason this year for
early disking in many places, and that is to
successfully combat the Hessian fly. Fields
harboring this pest should be disked
promptly after the wheat is cut. Entomol-
ogists inform us that disking will not onlystart the growth of volunteer wheat and in-
duce to some extent the early emergence of
the fly, but will destroy many of the flies
in the "flaxseeds." Three or four weeks after
disking the ground should be plowed to a
depth of six inches and all stubble and vol-
unteer wheat covered by at least three inches

(Continued on Pe 14)


