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What Women Have Done, Women May Do
While cities were

experiencing- their
spring "clean-up,- "
and town households
were piling alleys
full of trash from

Miss Ada Hay-mor- e,

a hitherto ob-
scure countryschool teacher in
Stephens county,

.Oklahoma, has at-
tained fame within
the last month by
receiving the $50
prize offered by the
commissioners of
that county for the
best mile of road

) front and back yards,
the members of the
Woman's Club of
Labette county,
Kansas, outside of
Parsons, were at
work to get the
clean-u- p idea work-
ing on the farms.
Mrs. H. B. Musser

have a demonstrator come to us this sum-
mer to teach the proper methods of canning
vegetables and fruits.

"We are beginning to learn that there is
more bacteriology in farming than in medi-
cine, more chemistry than in pharmacy,
more botany than any school now gives, and
more manual training than is taught outside
the technical schools. And all these thingsare woven into the web of rural life. Let us
keep this idea uppermost in our minds, and
cultivate not only the plants but the children,
too. There is some agricultural education
in it, to be sure, but in the main it is edu-
cational agriculture.

"Doctor Claxton, of the Bureau of Educa-
tion at Washington, has estimated that the
labor of the children of the schools of this
country, which could be directed to the
cultivation of school gardens, back yardsand vacant lots, might add two million dol-
lars to the Nation's wealth annually."

built by school chil
dren. " -Competing .

with Miss Hay--
more were a large number of men, but when
a woman makes up her mind to have a
thing, the men might as well stay out alto-

gether, as was the case in the road building
contest. Contrary to what one might ex-

pect, Miss Haymore does not teach in a big
consolidated district, but in a little one-roo- m

school house set down in a tangled mass of
Stephens county forest, and in a communi-
ty where no civic work has ever before been
done by either teacher or children. How-
ever, when the commissioners made the an-

nouncement that a first prize of $50 would
go to the school that constructed the best
mile of road, Miss Haymore mobilized her
pupils and started out to conquer the un-

conquerable. For any one who knows any-
thing about grubbing out stumps and dig-
ging up post oak runners, and pulling up
underbrush will realize that the job under-
taken by this little teacher and her children

. was not an easy one. Miss Haymore pos-
sessed the determination which so many of
our country school teachers can boast and
superintended the improvement of every
inch of that mile. Now that is the best
road anywhere in Stephens county and per-
haps as nearly perfect as any in the state.
And it represents the boundless pluck and
the hard work of an unobtrusive, little
woman who this time has beaten men at
their own game.

The Textbook Business
Greatly exaggerated ideas prevail con-

cerning the total number of textbooks sold
in the United States each year and the an-
nual profits resulting from such sales. Con-
fidential data obtained by the United States
Bureau of Education from forty-thre- e text-
book publishers in the United States show
that their aggregate total sales of textbooks
for use in public and private schools in 1913
amounted to $17,274,030. The aggregate
for public schools, elementary and high,
amounted to $14,261,768.

The total enrollment in public elementary
and high schools for the year was approxi-
mately 18,609,040. Excluding the ele-

mentary school enrollment of California,
since California prints its own elementary
books, the number becomes 18,213,786. For
each child enrolled in the public schools in
the United States, therefore, the total annual
sale of textbooks is 78.3 cents. The total
expenditure per child for all school purposes
is approximately $38.31. The cost of text-
books is thus approximately 2 per cent of
the total cost of

of Parsons, who was a leading spirit in the
movement, discusses club work in rural dis-
tricts in the following manner:

"Farms, as well as city property, should
be neat, well kept and inviting in appear-
ance, we women believe. To that end the
'Country Women's Clubs' in this county
have been working together for the instruc-
tion of farm children along lines to interest
them in the appearance of their home places,
and to content themselves in rural life.

"The farm should be more than a piece
of land under cultivation, a barn with a
littered yard, and ofttimes unsanitary con-
ditions around the house. These club
women have been preaching to the children
that the farms should be beautiful and well
kept. The women of five clubs have united
to make Labette county farms good look-

ing, as well as productive. First, the moth-
ers met and discussed farm beautification,
and through the mothers the children have
been reached. Children whose mothers were
not interested have been reached through
the rural schools.

"Farm women do not dislike farm life,
although they may sometimes grow weary
of conditions that can be so easily improved.
They want better facilities for work and
more advantages for themselves and their
children in the way of amusements, social
and cultural life. We need development of
our rural life, school-hous- es built on modern
plans for centers of community life, teachers
capable and willing to lead in neighborhood
activities. We need equal pay for equal
service, and good roads to bring about co-

operation between city and country. We
need help to develop saner pleasures, higher
ideals and aspirations.

"It is in these directions that club life and
social center movements are of such valuable
assistance in brightening the life of the
farmer and his family by furnishing oppor-
tunities for neighborhood intercourse, friend-
ly discussion, literary study and amuse-
ments. What the rural woman really needs
is something to take her out of the home
enough to show her that she is vitally inter-
ested in civics and economics.

"The social center established at church
or school-hous- e is one of the best means of
giving rural women a chance to show their
children that country life is so intensely in-

teresting and important that no one need
leave it to find a larger sphere.

"The Department of Agriculture at Wash-
ington, through our own State Agricultural
College, is carrying on a farm extension
course with the object in view of keeping
our boys and girls on the farm by organizing
different clubs for extension work, such as
boys' corn clubs, and girls' cooking and
canning clubs. Labette county has just or-

ganized a large canning club and we will
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maintenance, sup-
port, and equipment.
The cost per child
on the school popu-
lation basis (5-1- 8

years of age) is 56.6
cents; the annual
per capita cost of
textbooks on the
total population
basis is less than 15
cents.

These figures in-

dicate that there is
little ground for the
fear sometimes ex-

pressed that the in-

troduction of free
textbooks will add
greatly to the cost
of the public school
system and will
greatly increase the
rate of taxation for
school purposes. As
a matter of fact the
cost for textbooks is
a relatively small
item in the total. t5


