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WHAT I MISSED IN SCHOOLING
A Country Editor's Experience

By W. E. PAYTON
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Burns Consolidated High School building, including seven
country districts.

long ago I attended a Gospel TeamNOT As I sat and listened to the
experience of the men who were

talking, heard of what they had missed as
children, because they did not have the op-
portunities for soul development that is ac-
corded the boys and girls of today, I grew
reflective. I thought of my own boyhood on
a farm in Marion county, near Burns, still
occupied by a mother who endured priva-
tion unthinkable to keep the boys in the
old district school. I remembered how that
mother would do without a new pair of
shoes to keep white bread in the dinner
bucket, when we enjoyed cornbread for the
farmstead dinner and mush and milk with
potato soup occasionally for the eventide
meal.

I Femembered the endless number of
terms of school from which myself and
others received little or no benefit, because
the teacher was a poor disciplinarian, or be-
cause the teacher, being a round faced, gold-
en haired doll, would have a love affair on
her hands and perform her duties in an
abstracted manner. Then I would remember
how a teacher came to old district No. 24,
who made everyone hit the ball and of the
wonderful interest we took and the progress
we made. And through it all, through the
few good school terms we enjoyed, I was
awarded a "Kansas Common School Di-

ploma," which I have framed and hung in
my room, it marking the end of my school
education ; for I am among the countless
number of those who never went to a
graded school a day in their lives.

As I listened to the members of the Gospel
Team tell of how they regretted their mis-

spent youth, there arose in my heart a de-

sire to arise from my seat and tell the peo-
ple of the state of Kansas my story; of what
I missed in my youth, because of the wrong
plan of country schools then and still in
operation. And I am going to do it now,
with the sole and only hope that what I
may say will be received in a kindly spirit
and be the cause of many districts shaking
off the shackles of the established order and
emerging into a new day of school work.

stead is not a part of the Burns Consolidated
School District. The children growing up
on the farm on which I was reared will be
picked up at the farm home door of a morn-
ing, hauled four miles to school in a cov-
ered wagon, with a driver under contract,
the same as the teachers, to maintain order,
deposited at a magnificent school building,
enter the grades and go on through high
school, with their health conserved, with
more attention from teachers than I ever
received, with better class spirit, with ath-
letics, with many departments of training of
which I have heard but never experienced.
And they will be enabled, however poor the
family may be, to finish up high school and
at an age when they can, by their own ef-

forts, go on through college.
I feel the loss of what those farm boys

now have attained. I am now a country
editor. Is there a man living who will say
I do not need the high school education
denied me? Most high schools have domes-
tic science department. I served in the
Philippine Islands and many times the boys
were forced to do their own cooking. I
think it is a conservative statement to say
that nine out of ten of those Kansas, Mis-
souri and Nebraska boys in the 32d Inf.
U. S. V. had no notion of how to prepare a
digestible meal of bacon, coffee and hard-
tack and that many of them were discharged
as incurably ill because of a lack of knowl-
edge relative to eating. Today this nation
is facing possible wars. And this very lack
of preparedness will be one of the most dis-
astrous factors our government will have to
contend with. It is not economy to save a
little school tax, maintain a poor school and
have your boy die as a result of your false
economy.

Consolidated schools should be universal
in Kansas.

We have made more rapid strides in Kan-
sas in most lines of human endeavor. Our
minds have been open to conviction on most
important questions, but have we lived up
to our possibilities in the advancement of
educational work?

Our best educators say no. Anyone
familiar with conditions cannot say other-
wise. Fifty years without progress is too
long.

On the higher institutions of learning in
Kansas we have expended much money, but
not nearly what we could afford, not near-
ly what we really should. When we should
spend freely and without question, we stop to
investigate, to wonder if it will prove a profit-
able investment for our boys and girls.

And where, pray, is the man or woman
in the whole state of Kansas who stops and
figures if modern methods of farming will
pay, if modern methods of stock raising will
pay?

True, we should be more concerned about
the boys and girls than we are the live stock;
but when a thing has been demonstrated in
a stock growing way or an agricultural way,
we accept it without question and make the
investment the same way.

The rural school, from the standpoint of
efficiency, light, heat, and ventilation has
been condemned, as an economic institution;
it condemns itself, for many times it costs
more to send a pupil to a district school than
it does to college.

It is an expensive luxury, maintained only
because it is hard to overturn the estab-
lished order of things.

Among the many objections to doing
away with the rural district school for the
consolidated or township school we find
these: "I do not want the township plan,
because the school house is within a mile of
my farm. To replace it with a big school
building would hurt the value of my land."
Rather a selfish objection, but good? "I
think it would be a hardship to have a child
ride six or seven miles to school ; it would
be so long on the road." Yet the same child
is allowed to walk a mile or two miles to
school through mud and snow, or miss
school on account of bad weather and the
lack of a closed, warm, cozy carriage with a
competent driver.

"I am afraid it would increase my taxes."
Here you have the real, sole and most

hard headed of all the objections to a consol-
idated school fear of expense.

It is the most foolish of them all.
The man who will not hesitate to increase

the expense of farming with gang plows,
traction engines, silos and other good and
useful articles, because they increase his
profits, does hesitate to increase his school
tax, even slightly, when the child would get
more than fifty per cent better training in
the new form school than he does in the old
district school. The farmer, apparently,
would prefer to go on spending dollars for
which he gets less than fifty cents in return,
to increasing the amount of the expendi-
ture so that he would get one hundred percent on the whole amount.

The day of the little two-by-fo- ur school
house should have passed in Kansas long
ago. It is passing slowly. It has out-
lived its usefulness. Muddy roads are not
conducive of education ; a building without
pictures, without books, without a labora-
tory, where some girl just out of high
school, with no ideas or special training,
burdened with a multiplicity of duties, acts
as teacher, has no economic claim on public
expense to justify its further retention.

In the Burns district the consolidated
school was obtained because good men
backed and worked for it. G. W. Durham,
Methodist minister, J. W. Barker, leading
stockman, J. L. Crawford, an old country
teacher and hardware dealer, and a hundred
others worked for it.

Ministers, business men and farmers owe
it to their community, their boys and girls,
to see that they have the very best educa-
tional advantages the age offers. If they
do not strive, to obtain better schools they
are not measuring up to the highest stand-
ard of good citizenship.

You do not find good churches where you
do not find good schools.

You do not find good business houses
where you do not find good schools.

You do not find good, unselfish men
where you do not find good schools.

And a good school is the most modern
conception of the time in which you live
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Kuilding used in District 24, Milton Township, Marion
County, now in Burns Consolidated District, and

building torn down. The only school ever
attended by W. E. Payton.

For I know whereof I speak, when I say
that no school district in Kansas need work
under the old plan.

There is no legitimate reason why every
school should not be at least a graded school
and m most cases, have a high school in
connection.

I visited my mother on the old home-
stead not long ago. She had the same wel-
come smile to receive me, and during the
evening we talked of the old days of snow,
mud, slush, and school. The old home


