Deserter

Oopyrigin by Detroit Free Press

The Confessions of a German

Wrritten by a Prussian Officer Who Participated
in the Ravaging and Pillaging of Belgium

KAISER’S TERRIBLE ENGINES OF WAR RAIN DEATH UPON
THE CITIES OF BELGIUM

ing thelr frontler.
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But there was no time to be spent
in speculation. With fixed bayonets
we went from house to house, door to
door, nnd while the results were negll-
gible becnuse we found no soldiers we
(id not come out quite empty-handed.
We made the Inhabitants dellver all
guns and munitions and so forth In
thielr possession. The mayor, accom-
panying the soldiers, explained to
every citizen that all found with arms
ufter the search would be punished
according to the rules of war and
German ruies of war in Belgium
mennt execution.

An hour might have passed when
we were agaln aroused by the sound
of artillery and gunfire. A new battle
had begun. Whether the artlllery was
busy on both sides cbuld not be judged
from our village. The bombardment
wag tremendous. The ground shook
from the growling and moaning that
rolled backward and forward, always
seeming to become strouger.

The ambulance columns now
brought in the first wounded. Cour-
ters sped by us. War had set in in
all its phases,

Darkness came over us before we
had finished our house-to-house search.
We dragged all the mattresses, straw
sacks and feather beds that we could
lay our hands on, to the community
school and church to care for the
wounded. They were made as com-
fortable as possible. From other sur-
rounding villages now came the first
fugitives. They may have been march-
ing, for they looked tired and utterly
exhausted.

Women, old men and children were
haddied together In one mass. They
hand saved nothing except thelr bare
llves. In baby buggies or on wheel-
barrows these unfortunates carried
whntever the rude force of war had
left them. In contrast to the fugitives,
whom we had met before, these were
extremely frightened, appearing to be
in mortal terror of thelr enemy. When-
ever they looked upon one of us Ger-
mnan soldiers they cringed in terror.

How different these were from the
fnhabltants of the village where we
had first stopped, who had met us In
a friendly, even polite manner. We
tried to learn the cause of this fright
and discovered that the fugitives had
witnessed in thelr village bitter street
Aghting. They had become acqualinted
with war—had seen thelr houses
burning, had seen their little property
destroyed and conld not forget the
sight of their streets filled with corpses
and wounded.

It dawned apon us that not merely
fear gave these people the appearance
of hunted animais; there was also
batred toward the iovaders who had
fallen upon them and driven them
from their homes by night.

In the evening we departed and
tried to reach our own regiment. The
Beigians had concentrated somewhere
to the rear under cover of darkness.
We were quite near the neighborhood
of the fortified city of Liege. Many
sottiements through which we passed
stood in flames ; the Inhabltants driven
out, passed us In droves. Women,
ehildren and old men were buffeted
about and seemed to be everywhere in
the way. Without aims or plans, with-
out a place on which to lay their heads
these poor peuple drageed themselves
by.

Agnin wé reached a village, which
to all appearances had been inhabited
by contented people. Now Indeed
nothing but ruins could be seen.
Wreeked houses and farms, dead sol-
siers, German and Belgian, and among
them many ecivillans, who had been
shot by military order.

Toward miduight we reached the
German lines. The Germans had
tried to take a village which lay with-
fn the fortified belt of Liege and was
defended tensclously by the Belglans.
Here all forces had to be used In or-
der to drive the enemy out, house by
house and street by street. It was not
vegy, dark yet, se that we had to wit-
‘ness with all of our senses the terribie
fights which developed here. It was a
mnu-to-man fight. With the butts of
our guns, knives, fists, leeth we went
agninst the enemy.

Oaoe of my best friends fought with
a glant Beigian, The guns of both had
fallen to the ground. They hammered
ooe another with fists. [ had just
closed an necount with a twenty-two-
‘yearold Beigian and wus going to as-
sist my friend because his antagonist
wns of superior streagih. My friend
succeeded suddenly in biting the Bel-
sian or by chin so deeply that he tore
a pleee of Mesh out with his teeth. The
Beigian's pain must have been terri-

Synopsia—The author of these confessions, an officer in the plo-
neers’ corps of the German army, a branch of the service correspond-
lng to the engineers' corps of the United States army, is sent into
Belgium with the first German forces invading that country.
rant of thelr destination or of the reasons for their actions, the Ger-
man soldlers cross the border and attack the Belglan soldiers defend-
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ble.
away with an (nsane cry of paln.
Everything developed by seconds.
The blood of the Beigian ran out of
my friend"s mouth; a terrible nausea
and indescribable loathing seized him.

He released my comrade and ran

The taste of warm human blood
brought him almost to the verge of in-
sanity. In the course of this night
battle I came in contact for the first
time with the butt of a Belgian gun.
During a hand-to-hand fight with a
Belgian, a second enemy soldier
struck me on the back of the head
with the butt of his gun so hard that
mYy helmet was forced down over my
ears. The paln was fearful and I
fainted.

When I revived, I was lying In a
barn, with my head bandaged, among
other wounded men. My wound was
not severe. I only had a feeling as if
my head was twice Its normal size,
The other wounded soldiers and the
ambulance men said the Belgians had
been forced back within the forts and
that hard fighting was still in prog-
ress,

Wounded men were brought in con-
tinuously and they told us that the
Germans had already stormed several
forts and had taken a number of main
and auxiliary defenses, but could not
hold them because they had not been
sufficiently supported by artillery. The
defenses inslde (e forts and thelr gar-
risons were still intact. The situation
was not ripe for a storming attack, so
the Germans had to retire with enor-

Played the Searchlight on Them.

mous losses. The reports we received
were contradictory. It was lmpossible
to get a clear plcture. In the mean-
time the artillery bombardment had
become so intense that It horrified
even the German soldiers. The heavl-
eat artlllery was brought loto action
aguinst the steel and coocrete de-
fenses.

No soldler so far knew anything of
the existence of the 42-centimeter mor-
tars. Long after Llege was in Ger-
man hands these soldiers could not
understand how it was possible that
the defenses, which consisted of dou-
ble six-meter walls of steel and con-
crete, were reduced after only a few
bours’ bombardment.

I myself could not take part in these
operations, being wounded, but my
comrades told me later low the cap-
ture of the several forts came about.
Artillery of all caliber was trained on
the forts, but it was the 21.centimeter
mortars and the 42s which performed
the real work. :

From a distance the 42-centimeter
projectiles were hieard to arrive, to the
accompaniment of a fearful hissing
tha* sounded like a long drawn-ont
screech which fiiled the whole at-
mosphere. Wherever it fell, every-
thing was destroyed within a radius
of several hundred meters. The air
preasure which the bursting of the pro-
Jectile produced was so terrible that It
made breathing difficult for those of
us who were holding the advanced po-
sitions.

To make this witches' holiday com-
plete, the Zeppelins appeared during
the night to participate in the work of
destruction. The soldiers suddenly
heard above their heads the whirling
of propellers and the noise of the mo-
tors, The Zeppellns came nearer.
They were not discovered by the ene-
my until they were close to the forts,

searchlights at their disposal on them,
hunting the firmament for the fiying
foe. The whirling of the propellers
of the airships stoppea suddenly. In-
stead, high In the air a brilliant light
appeared, the searchlight of the Zep-
pelin, which, for a moment. {lluminat-
ed the entire landscape,

Suddenly all became dark again. A
few moments later powerful detona-
tions revealed the fact that the Zep-
pelin had thrown off “ballast.”. That
went on a long while. Explesion fol-
lowed explosion. These were followad
by clouds of fire. In the air, exploding
shrapne! which the Belgian artillery
fired at the alrships could be observed.
The whirling of the propellers started
up again, directly above our heads. It
became quieter and guieter. until the
powerful ships of the air disappeared
from our vicinity.

Thus the forts were leveled. Thou-
sands of Belgians lay behind the walls
and under the fortifications, dead and
buried. A general storming attack
followed. Lilege was In the hands of
the Germans, who had paid, in dead
alone In this battle, 28,000 men,

CHAPTER IL

I went to Aix-la-Chappelle to a hos-
pital. I met many more wounded men
who had fought in Belgium. All were
of the opinion that the Belgian dead
numbered as many civillans as sol-
diers. Even If the German soldiers
who fought In Belglum do not admit
the ecrueltles committed agalinst the
Belglans, it eannot be denled that at
least 80 per cent of the cruelties
known to the world to have been com-
mitted In Belgium were only too true.

A young soldier who lay next to me
in the hospital told me that his com-
pany, during a street fight in Llege,
was glven orders to klll everybody
without diserimination. Systematical-
ly, one house after another was set on
fire. The inhabitants elther fell in the
fiames or became the victims in the
streets to the gun barrels of the Ger-
man kultur-bearers.

At the time I doubted the words of
my neighbor, even though I had seen
what German warfare meant. After
a few days [ was released from the
hospital and again restored to my de-
tachiment. Partly by auto, puartly by
foot, 1 reached my detnchment by tem
o'clock In the evening. Our transport
moved this time over Trier to Luxem-
burg. The little grand duchy of Lux-
emburg was overrun entirely by Ger-
man soldiers. The Germans who had
made their homes in Luxemburg had
everything taken away from them, es-
peclally the farmers, all food, without
thought of payment, so that in Luoxem-
burg at this time there was a shortage
of food. The people here as well an
in Belgium were very friendly, yet they
harbored a terrible bitterness against
the German government, which had
loosed Its troops like a band of robbers
and murderers over their peaceful
country.

Belgium and Luxemburg, the two
first unhappy victling of the damnable
German politics and Its drunkenness
with power!

That the Luxemburg citizens detest-
ed Germany an locident showed me
which happened in the village of Mar-
moth. We were ln a friendly conver-
sation with a Luxemburg farmer. Two
officers approached and listened., One
officer, a captain, asked the Luxem-
burger, “What do you think of the
war, and of the quickness of Germany?

There is only one Germaoy, isa't
there "

“Yes,” replied the farmer. *“Thank
the Lord.”

~ For those four words the farmer
was arrested at once and transported
to Germany 8s a court prisoner, 1|
could never learn what became of
him.

Streets, sidewalks, houses in
the town of Neuve Chateau are
heaped with dead and wound-
ed—civilians and soldiers—after
the town is taken by the Ger-

mans in a hand-to-hand encoun-
ter. The next instaliment tells
how the German soldiers car-
ried out the orders of their offi-
cers to show no mercy.

(TO BE CONTINUED,

Bright Eton Boys.
The schoolboy “howler™ is quite com-

monly amusing, but ts very ruquanﬂ

cy Is apt to make it something of =
bore. It is doubtful, however, If =
more representative collection of the
genus has ever been got togetber thaa
that recently givea to the public, out
of his own experience, by the vice
provest of Eton. First there was the
exquisite, though not absoiutely new
one of the boy who explalned that
Homer was nnt written by Homer,
but by another man of the same name.
Then there was a dissertation on beads
In the terms that, “A bede Is a very
old man known as a venersble bede.
and sometimes called Adam Bede™
But the gem of the whole collection
was undoubtedly the deflnition of a
vacuoms as “the place where the pope
lives.” After this to be told that grav-
fry Is “a limit of ten miles an bowr™ Ig
io the nature of am aati-cllmax, i

[DVANGEMENT IN

~ FARM LAND PRIGES

Storles of phenomenal advancement
and prosperity In Western Canada
have been told the reading public for
some years past. The stories were told
when there were hundreds of thous-
ands of scres of splendid land adja-
cent to railways and projected lines,
which could be had on the payment of
a mere §10 entry fee, and under cultl-
vation and llving conditions. As was
prophesied then, the day has come
when these are few. There are still
available thousands of these; they are
some distance now from the rallways.
The land Is as good as ever, but plo-
neering conditions will have changed.
A great many are still tnking advan-
tage of this free affer from the govern-
ment. The story was told when good
lands near lines of raliway could be
bought for from $8 to $10 per sacre
and the prophecy made that these
prices would double In a few years, for
the intrinsic valne was far more than
that. That day has come more quickly
than expected. The immense crops of

‘grain rhat conld be raised has brought

ahout the change. and the demand for
low priced lands with maximum re-
turns has prompted the keen pur-
chaser as well as the owner of higher
priced land from which no greater re-
turn could be looked for. T'rices of
Iand In Western Canada are still ad-
vancinz, and will continue to advance
until, of course, the limit Is reached—
when rerurns will warrant no further
incrense. That day is not far distant.
Bur, In the meantime, there are large
tracis of land owned by land compa-
nles and private Individuals that have
not fell the advance that has been
shown in other districts. The oppor-
tanity to purchase these should not
be lost sight of, and If there are those
amongst the readers of this artlicle,

which Is nuthorized by the Canadian |

government. who wish cheap Iland,
such lands as ppoduce from 25 to 40
bushels per acre, and will pay for
themselves out of one year's crop, ad-
vantage shonld be tuken of the present
opportunity.

Coming to Alberta with his family
thirteen years ago, his assets consist-
ing orf a small outfit and $20 in cash,
AMre. O, F. Malmberg has accuomulated
by farming and live stock rulsing as-
sets to the value of more than $£300.-
00, and has a personal eredir, worth
on demand, $100,000. He lhins not specu-

lated in land, but bought only to farm. |

Near Blackie. Alberta, he operates 3.-
100 acres of wheat land. He has just
purchased an additional 11,500 acres
pear Cardston, In Southern Alberta.
His personal credit enabled him to
tinance this deal in Calgary In a little
over three hours. The ranch just pur-
chased is a fully equipped stock and
grain ranch. At the present tlme It
carries a thonsaml head of cattle and
several hundred horses, and is fuolly
equipped with buildings, machioery.

corrals, sheep sheds, dipping vats, ete.

That Is n story from one district. Let
us select one from a distriet some hun-
tred or more miles from that.
“I"eter A. Klassen. who recently
moved to Herbert, Sask., from Kansas,

has purchased a section of pralrie land |

la the Hillshoro district, about 24 miles
northwest of Herbert, for which he
pald 12,000 cash. He s erecting tem- |
porary buildings to live In while put- |
ting the place In cultivation, and, this |
summer plans to erect good bulidings |
on the farm and equlp it for a home. |
AMr. Klassen recently sold his SO-acre

farm in Kansas for £15,000 and is in-

vesting the procesis in Canndn™

With the procesds of the =ale of his

lamd In Kansas, this farmer purchased

la Saskatchewan a plece eight times as

large as he had previously been farme-

Iing. and lind a balance with which to !
purchase equipment. stock, ete., of $3.-

branch at Ottawa. The average value
of land in the Prairle Provinces is as
follows:

Manitoba .............531.00

Saskatchewan ......... 26.00

Alberta ....... an e wen s D

It is the low prices at which land

can be obitmined In Western Canada
which 1s rendering this ecountry such
an important factor in the production
of foodstuffs at the present time. It
is enabling men who have been furm-
ing small areas in older districts to
take up and farm with the same capl-
tal areas not only many times as great,
but which are also capable of produc-
ing considerably larger crops to the
acre~—Advertisement.

To Some Extent.
“Mrs. Gaddy clalms that she made
her husband.” “So she did; she made
a fool of him.”

- Doubtful.
“How's your war garden, old man?
*“There's a cutworm drive on at
present.”
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The fArst self-moving gun carriage
was lnvented In France In 1769.

FRECKLES

Bow Is the Times te Get Rid of These Ugly Spets

Trere's oo longer the slightest nred of feellng
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b d to

Bimply get am ounce of Othine—doub
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He 1s well paid that Is saris@ed.
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death. There can be no danger in the use of Cas-
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'Hot Weather Hits Us
‘Hardest in Stomach

Keep a closewatch on yourstom-
ach this summer. W%‘:'wed alllt:ur
i strength. ar work—
m of diet—will make us all
easier prey to stomach and bowel
trouble than ever before. It is so
easy to become overheated on a
blazing hot day, especially after
eating a hearty meal. And then
the excessive heat makes us flood
our stomachs with all kinds- of
cold drinks. That’s bad at any
time; much worse—even danger-
ous—when there is the slightest
feeling of stomach trouble.
! Keep the stomach sweet and
cool and free from too much acid
—that’s about all that is neces-
sary. It’s not so much the diet
as to keep the poison from dtart-
ing trouble. You can easily do
this if you will just take a tablet or
two of EATONIC after your meals.

Cuticura
For Baby’s
¥ Itchy Sk{.l:
= W H-E'm =

e Dot B, Besten |

Nervous Mothers

Should Profit by the Experience
of These Two Women

Buffalo, N. Y.—*I am the mother of four children, and for
nearly three years I suffered from a female trouble with pains

EATONIC is the wonderful new
compound that absorbs the harm-
ful gases and juices and almost
instantly drives away stomach

ey

Instead of sudden and painful
attacks of indigestion, after you
begin using EATONIC you’ll for-
get you have a stomach. And there
will be no more heartburn, food

repeating,sour stomach, gas pains,
or that lumpy, bloated feeling you have

so often ienced after eal.ini. Then
your ap te—yon know how hard is
1s to in hot weather—eat ons or

two EATONIC Tablets a half hour be-
fore meals—and you will enjoy the re-
sults and feel better in every way.
These are a few reasons why von
should start using EATONIC today and
fortify your etomach againet the chance
trouble this summer, It costs only 50c
fora big package. Your druggist whom
you know and can trust, will promptly

7!

refund your money if a are noé
mmthn.nuﬁnﬂed.y -

Kill All Flies! ™%.Z5

Flaced anywhers, Dalay Fly Killer attracty acd kits
-llm-l-u.m-n,w:un i -

Leonveniont and cheap
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