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ANOTHER WARM DAY.
IN A FILTHY JAIL
Mow Wilson County Takes Care

of Her Prisoners.

NO HOPEfOR HER

Mrs. McKinley Is Stricken With
Paralysis at .Canton.

FACTS m LIGHT.

How Plan to ProTide Repairs
for City Plant Lost.

One to Be Built at Corner
Eighth and Quincy.

$3.32. According to these figures the
cost per year per lamp Is $30.84 not
allowing for depreciation. According to
these figures the offer of the Topeka
Edison company to furnish the current
and lamps for $38.10 per lamp and allow
the city to own and maintain the pole
line and trim and furnish the lamps Is
not so liberal as it might appear. The
fact of the matter is that the city has
been furnishing its own lights with thetrimming and maintenance at practical-
ly the same figure that the company
now offers to furnish the current and
lamps. The city would have to keep Its
force of trimmers and linemen at a
monthly cost of about $300. This means
$3,600 a year.

But what is the comparison between
the figures of the company and the

theater will be built. This will also be
opened this- - fall.

Mr. Wells' Good W'ork.
Mr. S. R. Wells will manage the

new Novelty and that its management
will be all that will be desired is best
attested by the manner in which he
has managed the present Novelty
during the past eight months. His
efforts aa manager there have been
more than satisfactory to the large
patronage which this house has en-
joyed lately. Mr. Wells has made
many friends during the months he
has been here and they are certain
that the new venture he is undertak-
ing will be most successful and they
are sure to do their part to make It so.

A good indication of the scope of
Sullivan and Considine in the vaude-
ville affairs of the country is contained
in a comment on their activities which
appeared in the theatrical gossip of
one of the Chicago papers recently.
This reads as follows:

"With the horizon clouded with
signs of the coming vaudeville war,
there is a feature of that business now
developing rapidly that has been over-
looked by the scramble for the bigger
game. This is the wonderful chain of
houses that is fast being welded to-
gether in what is known as the Sulli-
van and Considine circuit of cheaper
priced vaudeville theaters. They now
stretch from New York to San Fran-
cisco, and only the other day seven
additional houses, at a cost of $3,000,-00- 0,

were taken over and made a part
and parcel of this new group without
as much as stirring up an excitement
worth commenting on, it would seem.

"A few years ago these men, then
strangers to show business, in the
sense that .it is generally-used- , began
getting together here and there small
houses not much, bigger than "store
shows," and in them giving a few acts
and a moving picture programme.
From the smaller towns they have
climbed into the cities and particular-
ly through the west have they flour-
ished like the ; proverbial ' green bay
tree. Houses in Omaha, Kansas City,
Seattle, Sioux City, Los Angeles, Den-
ver and Salt Lake have been built
within' this present season, and now
thiy are contracting a number of
stellar vaudeville acts that will be
worked over that circuit. It hasgrown until it is an - Institution, and
clean but reasonable vaudeville as put
forth on these circuits has become im-
mensely popular."

Iiittle If Any Promise of Rain Says
the Weatherman.

It Is evident that If Weatherman
Jennings has looked out of the win-
dows of the skyscraper which con-
tains his office that he has paid but
little attention to the threatening
clouds which have been hovering over
the city since early noon. However,
he has fortified his forecast of "fair"
by making it read "generally fair"
which is explained to mean that a
shower may come up. and that if it
does It is not taken into consideration
by the weather department prior to its
arrival.

Today has been hot and there Is no
use denying It and though the mer-
cury has not reached the record point
of the season by several degrees the
heat has been apparent thdugh there
is a fifteen mile an hour wind blowing
from the south. There is no mention
made in the forecast for tonight or
tomorrow of the temperature, which
is taken to mean that there will not be
much if any change.

The temperatures todav have been:
7 o'clock 69111 o'clock 80
8 o'clock 72!l2 o'clock 82
9 o'clock 7o 1 o'clock 83

10 o'clock.'. .781 2 o'clock 84

LITTLEOTING.

Interest in Today's Election at
a Low Ehb.

Hardly One Thousand Totes Ex-
pected in Topeka.

"We will be thankful for a total vote
ef 1,000 in the city of Topeka today,"
said Capt. C. H. Titus, commissioner
of elections, at noon today, in speaking
of the special election going on in the
First Congressional district today to
choose a successor to Charles Curtis In
congress. .

Some estimate that there will not be
over 500 votes caef. in the city. There
Is absolutely no interest in the elec-
tion. Up to 2 o'clock this afternoon,
some of the biggest precincts in town
had not yet polled 20 votes.

Erroneous reports have been given
out concerning the effect of failure to
vote, which may cause a. few people to
take the trouble to go to the polls. It
has been claimed that failure to vote
In the city forfeited one's registration.
This Is wholly false. There is no pen-
alty attached to failure to vote today,
for this is a special election." Forfei-
ture of registration Is the penalty at-
tached only to failure to vote at a
regular election. ' -

Neither under the law of 1905 or the
law cf 1907 did a person forfeit his reg-
istration by failuiitj to vots at a spec-
ial election. The-1- 9i law was so in-
terpreted by Attorney General 'C. C.
Coleman, and the 1907 law, which was
passed as house bill 733 at the last ses-
sion, and went into effect on March
19, when published In the official state
paper, ' specifically provided as follows:

"Sec. 3. Provided, that in
cities of the first class of less than
60,000 inhabitants, no voter now legal-
ly registered shall be required to reg-
ister so long as he or she votes at each
regular election and continues to re-
side at the street number at which he
or she Is now legally registered."

In order to be absolutely sure in this
matter, however. Captain Titus, the
Topeka commissioner of elections,
solicited from Attorney General Jack-
son an opinion on the 1907 law, and
under date of April 22, Mr. Jackson
replied as follows:

"The use of the word 'regular' In the
statute would seem from the above
definition to imply an established suc-
cession. 'Returning at stated inter-
vals periodical.' It nat-
urally follows that in the statute it
refers to an established succession of
elections and means elections which
follow each other in regular order ac-
cording to the provisions of law; in
other words, general elections; elec-
tions held periodically or at stated
intervals.

"I am therefore of the opinion that
an elector being otherwise qualified,
can not be required to reregister ex-- 1

cept he fail to vote at some general
city county or siaie ciculiuh piuviucu
for by the general law.

"F. S. JACKSON."
Th. official ballot today is about the

size of a lady's pocket handkerchief,
and carries three columns: Republican,
with the name of D. R. Anthony. Jr.,
Socialist, with Albert KIngsley, and the
blank column. There is no doubt that
Anthony will be elected, though the
Socialists have been making quite a
campaign throughout the district,
through the assistance of the paid so-

licitors of The Appeal to Reason, a
socialist paper published at Girard.

There was only one feeble imitation of
excitement, and that was in the Low-ma- n

Hill precinct, where W. Bolinger,
of 935 Morris avenue, wanted to vote,
and was turned down because his name
did not appear on the poll books. Mr.
Bolinger Insisted that he was registered,
and had voted at every election. The
question was checked up to the commis-
sioner of elections, and an investigation
made of the records at headquarters.
Mr. Bolinger's name did not appear.
There was a hot exchange of argument
over the telephone between Mr. Bolinger
and the officials at the commissioner's
office, with the result that Bolinger
threatened to hire lawyers, and notary
publics, and turn things wrong side out.

It was finally settled by Commissioner
Titus instructing the election board to
allow Mr. Bollinger to swear In his vote,
have It placed in a separate sealed en-

velope, and received under protest.

JACKSON WINS FIRST.

Motion to Quash Information In Har-
vester Trust Denied.

Attorney General F. S. Jackson has
won the first bout with the Harvester
trust in the Shawnee county district
court. The court has over ruled the
motion which was filed by the Harves-
ter attorneys to quash the Information
filed by the attorney general. The
harvester people contended that the
state had not made a showing which
warranted the court to take up the in-
vestigation of , the trust charges.

Having disposed of this preliminary
motion, the case will now go into the
second stage, which consists of the
taking of testimony and the prepara-
tion of affidavits and depositions.

Penned Up Without Tentilation
or Sanitary Safeguards.

PLIGHT OF GEO. ELLIS

Jointest Pardoned by OoTernor
Hoch Can't Get Out.

Supreme Court Asked to Re-

lease Him From Confinement.

The bad condition of many of thecounty and city Jails of Kansas has
long been a subject of the most severe
criticism, from philanthropists, mem-
bers of the legislature, and the people
generally. It has been known that
the most deplcrable conditions are al-
lowed to exist in many places. but
through a case now pending in the
Kansas supreme court, a most sensa-
tional denunciation has been made of
the state of affairs in Wilson county.

The document is the official report
of District Judge L. Stilwell, SheriffJ. W. Timmons and County Attorney
B. F. Carter, all of Wilson county, whowere appointed to investigate thcounty Jail, against which complaint
had been made by E. D. Mikesell, as-
sistant attorney general ki Wilsoncounty.

The following is a portion of this re-
port:

"The Jail is entirely inadequate to
accommodate the number of prisoners
which the increased population of thacounty requires; it is so poorly venti- -
lated that it is a surprise to us thathuman life can exist therein, being as
it is poorly constructed in that regard,
and located between high buildings on
the. north and south; that the steelcages occupy so much of the space on
the floor that there is little or no space
remaining for the prisoners to exercise
in. That taking it all in all, the con-
venience and sanitary condition of said
jail are such as do not reflect creditupon the enlightened people of Wilsoncounty, or its prosperous conditions.

"We therefore recommend that saidjail be enlarged and reconstructed to
accommodate the increased number of
prisoners; that it be so ventilated ai
to admit the most possible amount ol
air arid light, that the sewer be o re-
built as to carry off the necessary de-
posit therein, and finally, that the Jail
of Wilson county be made a fit place
for human beings, though criminals,
to be confined, instead of a dark, filthy,
disease breeding, dungeon and a dis-
grace upon a prosperous and enlight-
ened community.

- , "L.. STILWELL.. Judge.
"B. F. CARTER, County Atty.
"J. W. TIMMONS, Sheriff."

The above document was one-o- f the
exhibits filed today In an agreed state-
ment of facts in the habeas corpus ac-
tion brought to secure the release from
the Wilson county Jail of George Ellis,
the jolntist who was convicted on 62
counts. for selling liquor, and Is now
confined In jail because he will not, or
can not. pay the $1,300 fees allowed
by law to E. D. Mikesell, assistant at-
torney, general, who secured his con-
viction. Ellis s fined $5,200 and
sentenced to 52 months in jail. He has
served 20 months. Governor Hoch
pardoned the remainder of his Jail
sentence, and the county commission-
ers remitted the fine. But there is no
way for the county to remit the $1,300
in fees without paying them, and this
they refuse to do. They have offered
Mr. Mikesell $250 to satisfy the claim,
but he refuses on the ground that such
an agreement would be Illegal. Now
habeas corpus proceedings have been
resorted to to secure Ellis' release, and
the filthy condition of the jail where
he is confined is one of the arguments
in favor of granting the writ.

TO OPPOSE STATEHOOD.

Oklahoma Republicans Finally Decide
on Course of Action.

Oklahoma City, May 23. There was
a large attendance of Republicans of
Oklahoma and Indian Territory at a
meeting of the central committee call-
ed by Chairman J. H. Hamon to con-

sider the situation caused by Judga
Pancoast's decision preventing th
division of counties by the constitu-
tional convention.

Resolutions were passed supporting
Governor Frantz in refusing to call an
election until injunction suits had
been passed upon by the courts de-

manding that the constitution be filed
with Secretary Fitson of Oklahoma
Territory; postponing the state Repub-
lican convention until after the issu-
ance of the election proclamation con-
demning the unfair provisions in the
proposed constitution.

There were about 500 Republicans
in attendance and the meeting wrs
harmonious. There is now no doubt
that the Republicans of the two ter-
ritories will unite in opposing tha
ratification of the constitution, unless
It is modified by the convention which
may yet be called together.

STILL STAHDS-PA-
T.

Cannon Wants It Understood That He
Has Xot Weakened.

Washington, May 23. Speaker Can-
non on having his attention called to a
report which has gained currency that
he is out for tariff revision as a presi-
dential candidate and has abandoned
the "stand patters," yesterday said:

"I do not know where the 'grape vine'
originated. The only knowledge I have
in the matter is the reports."

Mr.- Cannon said further:
"In the campaign of a year ago the

Republicans won a victory which gave
them a majority of 58 in the Sixtieth
congress, which organizes in December
next upon the cry 'let well enough
alone' and I have no doubt that the
Sixtieth congress so elected will be true
to the pledges made in the campaign."

Ruining In Nebraska.
Norfolk, Neb., May 23. The drought

in northern Nebraska and southern
South Dakota was broken today. A
steady rain began falling early thui
morning.. .

Twelye Thousand Dollars Paid
for Harrison Lots.

AN EXPENSIVE HOUSE

Plans Call for Expenditure of
Forty Thousand Dollars.

Novelty Theater to Be Closed
for Good July .

When the second day of next Sep-
tember rolls around there will be
thrown open to the people of this city
the doors of a new and modern thea-
ter, which will be magnificent in all of
its details a theater that will cost in
the neighborhood of $40,000 to con-
struct and one of which many a city,
considerably larger than Topeka,
would be proud to boast of.

This new playhouse will be erected
on the property at the northwest cor-
ner of Quincy street and East Eighth
avenue, which is now occupied by a
row of one story flats and which cov-
ers an area of fifty feet ' front on
Eighth avenue and one - hundred and
thirty feet on Quincy street. .It would
be hard to scour the city.over and find
a more desirable location for a theater.

A deal kwas closed yesterday after-
noon whejeby the People's Amusement
company, the syndicate that owns the
Novelty theater, obtained possession
of this property from its owner, Colo-
nel T. W.' Harrison. Mr. Harrison was
paid $12,000 in cash for the property
and as soon as the papers transferring
the property can be made out the
work of - tearing down . the present
buildings will be started and the work
of constructing the new theater will
be begun. -

Some months ago an announcement
was made to the effect that the Peo-
ple's Amusement company intended to
erect a new theater here and it was
known .that Mr. S. R. Wells, the man-
ager of the Novelty and who is deeply
financially interested in the syndicate,
was-lookin- around for a site for the
house. -- This -- was no easy task and
some. information was obtained and
published a few. days'ago : that the
People's ' Amusement company. had
given up 'its plan to put a new theater
here. Mr. Wells was not over com-
municative one way or the . other
when asked about this story to the
effect that a new house would not De
hnilt here. Fortunately for the people
of the city the information turnedout
to be incorrect and a new and ujr-to-rf-

ttwa4.er is to be built. - -

"There is not much to say about the--

neu-h.ous- e we are going to put up,
said Mr. Wells' this .morning- when he.
confirmed the fact that the property at
Eighth avenue and Quincy street had
been purcnasea yesreraa-- anemuuu
from Colonel Harrison for $12,000.
"I don't believe in talking a lot about

is going to be done by myself or
anybody lse. It's the actions and re-

sults that count. But I will say that
we intend to erect as fine a theater
on the site just acqulrea as mere is in
this part of the country, and we plan
to open the theater up on Septem-
ber 2."

Prominent Men.
Associated with Mr. Wells in the

People's Amusement company are
Henry Mehl, W. W. Hooper and John
H. Atwood of Leavenworth, all well
known Kansans and men of substance
and their connection with almost any
enterprise is a guarantee of its being
brought to a successful conclusion.

The new theater will be called The
Novelty, taking the same name that the
popular little vaudeville house on Kansas
avenue now has. It Is the intention of
the People's Amusement company to
close up this theater that has held such
a real warm spot in the hearts of ns

time It was opened here a couple
of years ago and which has been run
with such unqualified success by Mr.
Wells during the past eight months.
The old Novelty will be closed on July
1 and Mr. Wells will then devote his
personal attention to the supervision of
tvi construction of the new theater.

Plans have already been made by the
People's Amusement company to make
the new Novelty the home of high class
vaudeville, a class of vaudeville that
has never been seen in Topeka. It is
also likely that when any good theatri-
cal production which is not controlled
by the trust that controls the legitimate
theatrical situation In this city, comes
this way some of the Independent pro-
ductions that have been under the di-

rection of the Shuberts of late that
they will be booked for say a night each
week at the new theater. If such an
arrangement can be made It will be
hailed with glee by the people of this
city. And a new and a higher class of
vaudeville will be just as welcome.

The new theater will be as modern
and fireproof as It will be possible to con-
struct it. Having a corner location with
a rear on an alley there will be many
commodious exits. The house will be
built in a a way after the plans of the
new and handsome Orpheum theater at
Leavenworth which is owned by the
Orpheum Amusement company and in
which the People's Amusement company
has a controlling interest. This theater
at Leavenworth has a seating capacity
of 1,236 exclusive of the box seats and
the new Topeka theater will be just as
large, perhaps larger. It is proposed to
charge fifteen and twenty cents admis-
sion to the parquet, all of which seats
will be reserved, and a ten cent admis-
sion to the balcony. The box seats will
be twenty-fiv- e cents each. These prices,
of course, are for the vaudeville shows.

Vaudeville bookings will be made in
conjunction with the Sullivan and Con-sidi- ne

vaudeville circuit which has
jumped to such a prominent place in
the vaudeville world during the past
two or three years. The new Novelty
will be on that section of the circuit
which will run from Denver to Chicago
and among some of the other places on
it are Wichita, Leavenworth, Kansas
City, Mo., Omaha and Lincoln in Ne-
braska; Des Moines and Davenport, in
Iowa; Minneapolis and Milwaukee and
several other cities. The size of these
cities is one of th bst indications of
cities is one of the best indications of
the class of vaudeville shows that will
prices. The Sullivan Concidine concern
is to erect a theater of its own in Kan-
sas City, Mo., for a place .in this circuit
and has already leased property near
the corner of Twelfth and McGee streets
In Kansas. City, Mo., where their, new

Bill Before the Legislature Pro-Tide- d

for Small Levy.

BITTER OPPOSITION.

Senator Betts Prevented Its
Passage in Senate.

Amended and Then Killed in
the House.

Had the last legislature taken favor-

able which wasaction on a measure
urged by the officials of the city of To-pe- ka

and this favorable action would
have been taken had it not been for the
lack of activity, or something worse,
on the part of Topeka's own represen-

tatives in the legislature, the city would
new be in a position to provide funds
for the immediate repair of its own
lighting plant which is so sorely need-

ed to place it on a basis where it would
be free from any possible competition
from the Edison people or any other
concern. With the city light plant in
good condition, and it could be placed
to at an expenditure estimated at from
$25,000 to $60,000, there is no doubt but
the city could furnish light for its
streets and public buildings cheaper
than any corporation could do it.

During the early days of the last ses-
sion of the legislature a bill was draft-
ed by F. G. Drenning. the city attor-
ney, authorizing the city of Topeka to

a special tax of two mills and to
raie an amount not to exceed $100,000
by means of this tax for the purpose of
repairing the city lighting plant.

J. B. Betts, the senator from this dis-
trict, looked on this simple but busi-
nesslike proposition with such disdain,
and for reasons best known to himself
but which a few other people are also
cognizant f.f, refused to even introduce
the measure in the senate.

J. H. Stewart, the senator from
Wichita, came to the help of Topeka
and introduced the measure and event-
ually steered it through the senate but
not until Mr. Betts had put in a little
fine work on it.

Betts, it will be remembered, was'one
of the sturdy members of the famous
senate "railroad club," which was or-
ganized primarily by Senator Fitzpat- -
rick for the purpose of handling the
railroad legislation as it should De
handled in the interests of the rail-
roads. But this club began to ramify
and finally got so autocratic that its
members controlled the situation on ev
ery conceivable sort of legislation. It
was only necessary for a member of
this rather remarkable organization to
give the "high sign" on anything he
w ished accomplished "and the other
members flocked to his aid regardless
of public interests. It was in this way
that the organizers of the club were
able to hold its members in line for
the railroad legislation.

Now Senator Betts was unalterably
opposed to this bill giving his home
town the relief it demanded for the
repair of Its light plant. He held itup In the cities committee as long as
he possibly could but it was Anally
brought before the senate aed passed
by that body but not until Mr. Betts
had put an amendment into it to the
effect that this special tax could not
be levied until a majority of the vot-
ers of the city had acted favorably on
the proposition at a special election.
This amendment to the bill practically
nullified its purposes and the measure
was allowed to die in the house of

as the representatives
from this district were unwilling to
make a fight to have the bill passed In
the original manner in which It was
Introduced.

The defeat of the purposes of thismeasure by Betts left the situation re-
garding the raising of money to re-
pair the light plant just where it was
before and in order to get money forthe purpose now a special election willhave to be held to vote on the ques-
tion of issuing bonds to repair theplant.

It will take a lot of time, which isvaluable just now during the presentagitation over the lighting question,to get ready for and hold this spec-
ial election. In the meantime the ar-gument of the Edison people that itwill be cheaper for the citv to con-tract for its light from them has someforce because the city lighting plant isso sadly in need of repair. But withthe city plant in first class conditionand it would be a paying investmentfor the city to place it in that condi-tion, there is no doubt but that thecity can furnish its own light for thetreets a good deal cheaper and muchmore satisfactorily than the Edison?MopIe or any other concern can pos-Eib- ly

do.
Facts About City Lighting.

Many sets of figures have been gottenout showing that the city has beenspending an outrageous price for light-ing and no two sets of these figures agre
Different figures for depreciation aregiven and these are all very liberal.These figures can be juggled until near-ly any desired result can be obtainedand the tax payer can be easily con-
vinced that the city bought a gold brickwhen it took control of thep lant; butprobably no one has set out the actualwash cost of running the plant.

A careful study of the reports of thewuperintendent of the light plant run-ning back to April, 1S98, shows some in-teresting facts. These reports containevery item of expense in the mainten-ance and operation of the city plant.When the experts come into the dis-
cussion showing large .figures for deprec-
iation it should be remembered tha.that depreciation Is figured very large-ly for things that are kept up by ex-penditures from month to month. Forexample a very large Item in the deprec-iation figures la the depreciation of thelines and poles and yet this same Itemis found In the expenses of the plant un-
der the head of repairs. That is to sav,the figures for depreciation are largely
unT because the parts of the system
which are counted as depreciated havebeen repaired and the costs of repairshave been charged up to the regular ac-
counts. So that when the large figuresfor depreciation are counted It amountsto counting the same Item twice.According to the reports of the super-
intendent the plan has required In cashan average of $1,023.97 per month for th?last ten years. The average number oflamps has been 308 so that the average
eost of each lamp per month has been

She Is Now Unconscious and
Cannot Recover.

DK. 1UXEY SENT FOR.

Surgeon General of the Army
Summoned From Washington.

Consultation of Local Physicians
Has Been Called.

Canton, O.. May 23. Mrs. McKinley
has suffered a stroke Of paralysis and
her attending . physician. Dr. O. E
Porteman, said this afternoon that she
is unconscious and there Is no hope of
her recovery- -

A message was sent to Surgeon
General Rixey at Washington this

fr-,.- .r .. ..nuey. Who Has Had a
Paralysis.

afternoon asking that he come here if
possible. Admiral Rixey was physi-
cian to the late President McKinley
and attended Mrs. McKinley during
her last serious illness after the trip
of President and Mrs. McKinley to
California. A consultation of local
physicians Is called for this afternoon
to determine what treatment is to be
resorted to in a hope of saving her
life.

Mrs. McKinley had been driven al-

most daily up until Tuesday, al-

though she suffered an attack of grip
week ago and later an attack of

bronchitis.
Tuesday she wa3 stricken with a

slight attack of apoplexy and her left
arm became paralyzed. Later she
lapsed into a comatose state and this
afternoon she became unconscious. The
attending physicians say that owing to
her enfeebled condition the end may
come at any time.

Dr. Kixey Will Go.
Washington, May 23. At 3 p. m.

Justice Day of the supreme court re-
ceived a telephone message from Dr.
Porteman at Canton stating that Mrs.
McKinley was in an exceedingly criti-
cal condition and requesting Mr. Day
to communicate at once with Surgeon
General Rixey. who had been very
successful in his treatment of Mrs.
McKinley during her residence inWashington and ask him to come at
once to Canton. The surgeon general
will leave at 7:45 this evening, which
is the earliest train for Canton.

STOLYPIN EXCITED.

He Calls Down the House for Action
of Yesterday.

St. Petersburg. May 23. At the
close today of an uneventful ses-
sion of the lower house of parliament,
Premier Stolypin claimed the floor.
Amidst the most intense excitement
the premier declared that the agrarian
committee of the house yesterday had
formally adopted the principle of the
forcible expropriation of land without
waiting to ascertain the government's
attitude. Fundamental principles
maintained by the government had
been disregarded, an openly revolu-
tionary tone marked most of the
speeches, and insults had been aimed

the government. The agrarian
programme of the committee left the
various parties in the house In irre-
concilable positions towards each
other and towards the government. If
the principle of the forcible expropria-
tion of land was permitted to prevail

social upheaval of which history
would not be able to show a parallel
would be precipitated.

In conclusion the premier an-
nounced that the forcible expropria-
tion of land could not be permitted
and warned the house that the
speeches exciting the peasants were
beginning to cause a dangerous agita-
tion in the provinces which the gov-
ernment was determined to restrain.

When M. Stolypin had finished the
house adjourned.

Weather Indications.
Chicago, May 23. Forecast for

Kansas: Generally fair and continued
warm tonight and Friday.

city figures each furnishing the com
plete ngnt. xne cost to the city hasben $39.84 per lamp per year. Thecompany offers to furnish lights atJoj per lamp per year for a cheaper
lamp than that the city now uses or
for $57.50 per lamp per year for a
lamp which is about the same as thatnow in use. - That is to say if the citvaccepts this offer it will pay $7,500more per year ior its lights than itwould have to pay for the same num
ber of lights under the present sys-
tem. In ten years this means $75,000.
which 13 $10,000 more than would be
required to put the city plant Into
first class shape. The depreciation
would have to be immense to make up
such a difference as that. That is not
all. The interest on the present issue

S." JL r

rr jar

Mrs. AMUiam McKlulcy, Widow or 1
Stroke of

of bonds in the sum of $80,000
amounts to $4,000 at five per cent.
The Interest on the $65,000 which
would be required to put the plant In
shape would be $3,250. The sum of
these would be $7,250 or $250 less
than the amount saved by the city
owning its own plant. So using the
most liberal estimates for repairs to
the present plant the combined in-
terests of that present Issue and the
required issue would be less than the
amount of difference between the cost
of the lights as furnished by the city
and the offer of the company.

This difference in cash cost Is not
the only nor the greatest thing to be
considered. There is no doubt but the a
city would be the gainer financially by
furnishing its own lights. But sup-
pose the city should let the lighting
contract to a corporation, even at a
good figure, for ten years. What
would be the condition of affairs at
the end of that time? The city would
be at the mercy of a corporation
which could dictate terms after the
end of the contract. The city would
have turned over its lines and its
equipment would have been disposed
of. To be able to force the corpora-
tion to fair terms the city would have
to be able to furnish its own lights if
the corporation was not disposed to
do the fair thing.

Sentiment Not All One Way.
The sentiment of city officers is not

so near unanimous as reported by a
mornine- paper of the last few days.
Those who are opposed to the city ac-
cepting one of the proposals of the
Topeka Edison company have not as
yet said much about It but are quietly
collecting material and information in
regard to municipal plants and are
preparing to give the proposition a
stiff fight.

Councilman H. B. Howard of the
Third ward said this morning: "I was
disgusted with the way some people
want to accept one of these proposi-
tions without looking thoroughly Into
the matter. I am not in favor of giv-
ing the contract to a corporation and
you can quote me to that effect. These
people that figure the lights cost the
city so much do not know what they
are talking about. These discouraging
reports from municipal plants that
were presented to the council commit-
tee all came from a company that is
trying to get the job. They do not
report the many municipal plants that
are successful but only those that
fail."

City Attorney F. G. Drenning also
savs: "I am In favor of a municipal
plant first, last and all the time. While
the offers of the Edison company are
fairly good, the city ought to own
their plant, for at the end of ten years
the company would have the city on at
the hip and would do as they pleased
with us. Everyone knows what a cor-
poration does when it gets one on the
hip."

Is Putting in Waterworks.
Atchison. Kan.. May 23. J. H. a

Robinson, the sheep raiser near Iatan,
is having a small waterworks plant in-

stalled on his farm that will be the
best in this part of the country. He
Is feeding 1.300 sheep, and will soon
bring a like number from Kansas City.
He Is also planning to buy goats, and
allow them to run over his brush land.

Death of W. E. Croysdale.
Kansas City, Mo.. May 23. W. E.

Croysdale, a well known grain commis-
sion man and a charter member of tha
Kansas City board of trade, died sud-
denly today of heart disease, aged 77
years.

FARMERS' UNION ROW.

Suit for $600 Fees Is Bronglit Against
the President by James Butler.

Hutchinson, Kan., May 23. As the
state convention at which' the Farmers'
Educational and Union of
Kansas: was. formed-- - yesterday,' ad-
journed '. today, Sheriff- Duckworth of
this county served , a summons - on C.
S. Barrett of Atwater, .Gar.,., president
of the National Union, in- - a suit in
equity, xhe suit was brought by James
Butler of Topeka, . a member of the
national board of directors, and is for
aljout $600, which JButler . elatois as. fees
and expenses for organizing local un-
ions in' this state. The suit was "nled
here "ee that service 'oould
Barrett before he left the state.

Butler is not only a member of the
'national board of 'direfters, .'but until
lately was state organizer for Kansas.
About two months ago Barrett came to
Kansas, and, acting upon what was
said to be an almost unanimous re-
quest of the order in Kansas, deposed
him and appointed J. E. McQuillin of
Heizer in his place. President Barrett
would not talk of the suit last night.
The legal answer to the suit is ex-
pected to be a demand on Butler for
an accounting of funds received by him
while he was state organizer.

The following officers were elected by
Kansas: President, J. E. McQillin, Bar-
ton county; vice president, Paris Hen-
derson, Osage county; secretary-treasure- r,

M. M. Mitchell, Kingman county;
doorkeeper, Ole Olson, Saline county;
conductor, C. E. Gray, Cherokee coun-
ty; delegate to the national convention
at Little Rock in September, Paris
Henderson, Osage county: The execu-
tive board is composed of the presi-
dent and secretary in addition to the
following: G. W. Canfield, Cherokee
county; W. F. Brown, Pratt county;
W. B. Eames, Ottawa county; J. N.
Newman. Osage county, and J. H. Tor-lin- e.

Ford county.
Salina was chosen as the place for

the next state convention, the date of
which will be fixed by the executive
board. This board also is authorized to
designate some city as headquarters
where an office will be maintained in
charge of the state secretary, who is
the only official to draw a fixed sal-
ary. Aside from the general educa-
tional and fraternal purposes of the
union, a specific object just now is to
raise the price of farm products, par-
ticularly wheat. This is to be done by
means of the farmers holding their
wheat until it reaches a fixed price,
determined upon in advance.

To meet the requirements of the poor,
er farmer, owned ware-
houses will be established and he will
be permitted to store his wheat there
and a fair portion of its value will be
loaned to him upon it from the funds of
the union. In this way the union ex-
pects to control the marketing of the
crop and thus fix the price instead of
having it established by speculators.

AT $200,000 A YEAR.

Caruso Has Signed With Conrled for
Four Years.

London, May 23. In an interview
with a representative of the Tribune,
Enrico Caruso confirmed the state-
ment that Director Conried of the
Metropolitan Opera house. New York,
had enterted into a contract with him
for four years at a yearly salary of
$200,000. Caruso on his part agrees
to be at Conried's disposal for nine
months each year an l to make eight
appearances in each of the nine
months whenever Conried appoints.
For any extra appearance he is to re-
ceive $2,000.

KEEP OUT 0FP0LITICS.

Presbyterian Assembly Takes a Stand
on Temperante Question.

Columbus, O., May 23. Following
two hours of exciting debate, which, at
times became acrimonious, the Presby-
terian general assembly adopted with-
out a dissenting vote resolutions declar-
ing that the permanent committee on
temperance should not embark upon or
interfere in political work, and indors-
ing the American Antisaloon League as
a "safe, sane and effective organization
in the advancement of temperance." The
assembly pledged to the league the full-
est "consistent with the
constitution of the church." . . . ;
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