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ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND

STONE RIVER-FIR- ST DAY'S BATTLE.

Attack npon the Union Bight Wins-Stub- born Fighting.

The Round Forest The Left Wing's. Strong D-

efenceHeroic Conduct of Col. Unzen.

Night Closes the First Tlnj's

Engagement.

From a forth-comin- g history of " Kentucky in the War,"
by G. C. ETniftln, late lieutenant-colone- l on the staff of
Major-Gener- al Thomas L. Crittenden.

III.
" Give me ten minutes the bulge on 'em and I

don't care for your tactics," is a military axiom
attributed to General Forrest. Whether the re-

nowned confederate gave utterance to it or not,
certain it is that the unreasonably early hours at
which he made his calls was universally con-

demned by captured outposts. General Bragg
acted upon it on the 31st of December. It has
been shown that the Union and confederate lines
were much nearer together on the Union right
than on the left. In point of fact the distance to
be marched by Yan Cleve to strike Breckinridge
on Bragg's right, crossing Stone .River by the
lower ford, was a mile and a half "Wood, cross-

ing at the upper ford under fire, was to join on
Yan Cleve's right and together assault Breckin-
ridge, drive him from his position and open with
an enfilading fire upon Bragg's centre, under
Withers and Cheatham, at which time Palmer
and Negley, dashing forward, were to join in the
general wheel of the line from left to right.
Bragg's left wing, doubled, with McCown in the
first line and Cleburne in support, to carry out
the order of Gen. Bragg to charge upon Rose-cran- 's

right, had only to follow at double quick
the advance of the skirmish line a few hundred
paces, to find themselves in close conflict with
McCook.

The confederate movement began at daybreak.
Gen. Hardee moved his two divisions with the
precision that characterized' that able Command-
er. McCown, deflecting to the left, as it advanced
to the attack, left an opening between his right
and Withers's left, into which Cleburne's division
fell, and together the two divisions charged upon
Johnson and Davis, while yet the men of those
divisions were preparing breakfast. There was
no surprise. The first movement in their front
was observed by the Union skirmish line, but
the first movement wa3 a rush as of a tornado.
The skirmishers fell back steadily, fighting upon
the main line, but the main line was overborne
by the fury of the assault. Far to the right,
overlapping Willich. the confederate line

CAME SWEEPING ON

like the resistless tide, driving artillerists from
their guns and infantry from their encampments,
while the leaden hail filled all the space with
death, Willich's brigade was without a com-

mander at the opening of the battle, he having
gone on a mission to division headquarters.
Kirk threw out the Thirty-fourt- h Illinois to sup-pe- rt

his pickets. Edgarton's battery opened
promptly, but Ector's brigade was upon it. After
firing three rounds he attempted to fall back.
To his surprise he had no horses they had all
been killed. The gallant captain remained with
his battery, firing rapidly from his position near
the salient angle of the line, until he fell mortally
wounded. In the meantime "Willich had re-

turned and his brigade with Kirk's poured in a
destructive fire upon McNair's, Ector's, and
Rains's brigades, which, notwithstanding the
huge gaps torn in their lines by continuous vol-

leys of musketry and artillery, continued
to advance. Baldwin's brigade, in reserve
was ordered up by Johnson, and came gallantly
forward, but it was evident that the ground
could not be held. Willich's horse was
shot, and he was taken prisoner. Kirk
received a severe wound, and was carried to the
rear. Slowly and stubbornly the extreme right
fell back, at first contesting every inch of ground.
In Kirk's brigade 500 men were killed or
wounded in a few minutes. Willich lost nearly
the same. Goodspeed's batten', on Willich's right,
lost three guns. The swing of Bragg's left flank
toward the right brought McCown's brigades
upon the right of Davis's division, and leaving
the detachments in Johnson's division to the at-

tention of two of his brigades and Wheeler's
cavalry, MeCown turned McNair to the right,
where Cleburne was already heavily engaged.
Driving Davis's skirmishers before him, Cleburne
advanced with difficulty in line of battle, bear- -'

to the right over rough ground, cut up with
lerous fences and thickets, and came upon
main line at a distance of three-fourt- hs of a
i from his place of bivouac It was not yet

.. light when he began his march, and he struck
w Union line at six o'clock. General Davis
i-- ' changed the front of Colonel Post's brigade

' rly perpendicular to the rear. Pinney's bat--
r - was moved to the right, and the Fifty-nint- h

Elmois assigned to its support. One-four- th of a
u ile to the right of Post, Baldwin's brigade, with

aonson-- battery on its right, took position
Unmd a fence on the margin of a wood. Car-
lin's, Woodruff's, and Sill's brigades were on the
main battle line. Against this force-ab- out
7,000 strong,

WITHOUT WORKS OF ANY KIND
Hardee hurled the seven brigades commanded
by Manigault, Loomis, Polk, Johnson, Woods,
Liddell, and McNair 1 0,000 men. The engage-

ment which followed, which was the second dis-

tinct stage of the battle on the right, was one of
the fiercest of the day. Baldwin was the first to
give way. After half an hours spirited resist-

ance, finding the left of McCown's division in
pursuit of the remnants of Willich's and Kirk's
brigades, advancing far bej'ond his right, he
withdrew to the edge of the woods in rear of the
front line, and tried to make a stand. The Fifth
Kentucky, First Ohio, and Sixth Indiana, whose
splendid courage at Shiloh, under the heroic
Rousseau, was mentioned in the report of a
rival division commander, were driven back by
sheer force of overwhelming numbers animated
by success. The Ninety-thir- d Ohio, commanded
by Colonel Charles Anderson, the fourth regi-

ment in Baldwin's brigade, a strong regiment
and under good discipline, was deployed as skir-

mishers on the extreme right, and, while awaiting
the order to advance, received an order from
Colonel Baldwin requiring them to retreat. The
retreat soon degenerated into a flight, which
ended only under the friendly wing of General
Crittenden.

The salient angle formed by the junction of
Post's brigade with Carlin's, which at this time
formed the right of the extreme line of battle, was
in the meantime fiercely assailed. In front of
Post, McCown, in command of McNair's brigade
of his own division, and Liddell of Cleburne's
division, received a decided repulse, while Cle-

burne was for a time equally unsuccessful in
pushing back the main line. Three successive
assaults were made upon this position. In the
second, Yaughan's and Maney's brigades of Cheat-

ham's division relieved Loom is's and Manigault's.
In the third attack, Post's brigade was enveloped
by Hardee's left, which, sweeping towards his
rear,

MADE WITHDRAWAL A NECESSITY.

General Sill had been killed in the first assault.
Schaefer's brigade wa3 brought forward to the
support of the front line. The retirement of
Post's brigade exposed Carlin's right and rear
duj;2g the steady, determined onslaught upon
his front, preventing the adoption of any measures
to protect his flank. The result is easily under-
stood. With the country to the right and rear
overrun by McCown's infanlry and Wheelers cav-

alry in pursuit of Johnson's routed division, one-ha- lf

of which were either killed, wounded, or
captured, with a strong, determined enemy press-
ing him upon front and flank, Davis and Sheri-

dan, now found themselves menaced by a power-
ful auxiliary to defeat their ammunition was
nearly exhausted and there was none nearer than
the Murfreesboro pike in rear of Crittenden.
McCown, in his report, refers to the necessity of
replenishing his ammunition at this juncture,
Liddell's brigade having exhausted forty rounds
per man. Carlin's brigade retired and reformed
on the Murfreesboro pike. Woodruff held out
sometime longer, but finally followed Carlin to-

ward the left, taking all the artillery with them,
with the exception of one gun from Pinney's
battery. Capt. Pinney, dangerously wounded,
was left upon the field.

Thws far the plan of battle formed by General
Bragg had been carried out in strict conformity
with its requirements. McCown had attacked
McCook's extreme right and driven it back. The
attack had been taken up by Cleburne, and an-

other section of the Right Wing crumbled away.
It now remained for the confederate left to swing
around in accordance with the programme, while
Withers and Cheatham, taking up the attack
upon the Centre, drove it back on the Union left.

Colonel Loomis, commanding the left brigade
in the front line of Cheatham's division, partici-
pated in the assault upon Davis and SilL Cheath-
am says, in his report, " He (Loomis) made a gal-

lant dash, but after reaching the woods, in which
the enemy was posted, was

COMPELLED TO FALL BACK

to his original position, when the command was
soon reorganized under my superintendence. In
the meantime Colonel Vaughan had advanced
over the same ground and attacked the enemy
furiously, driving him away from and captur-
ing two of his guns, but was forced to fall back
on account of the murderous fire that was turned
upon him from his right, completely enfilading
his lines." These were probably the two guns
lost from Bush's battery, and the heavy enfilading
fire came from Houghtailing's battery near the
Wilkinson pike. This serves to give the loca-
tion of the troops upon the field, and to verify
the report of actual effective strength of the forces
engaged on the right of Roberts's brigade. On
the fall of General Sill, Colonel Grensel, of the
Thirty-sixt- h Illinois, assumed command of the
brigade, and Colonel Loomis, having been injured
by the fall of a limb cut from a tree by a cannon
balL surrendered the command of hi3 brigade to
Colonel Coltart, of the Twenty-sixt- h Louisiana,
The dying order from the brave General Sill to
charge was gallantly obeyed, and Loomis was
driven back to his first position. Manigault
advanced at about eight o'clock and attacked di-

rectly in his front, but, meeting with the same
reception, was compelled to retire. A second at-

tack resulted like the first Maney's brigade now
came up and advanced in liue with Manigault's
supported by Yaughan's. Turner's battery took
position near the brick-kil- n, and opened fire,

under cover of which Manigault made an un-

successful dash upon Houghtailing's battery.
Colonel Roberts was killed, and Colonel Bradley,
of the Fifty-secon- d Illinois, succeeded to the com-

mand of the brigade. Having completed the
formation of his line, General Hardee gave the
order for a general advance, and that portion of
the Right Wing, which up to this time had resist-

ed every assault made upon at, with empty car-

tridge boxes, but with cour.igo undaunted, re
treated in perfect order towards the left and rear.

Schaefer's brigade being entirely out of ammu-

nition, obeyed Sheridan's

ORDER TO EIX BAYONETS

and await the charge. Roberts's brigade having
a few cartridges left, fell back resisting the enemy.
The withdrawal of his artillery was a matter of
greater difficulty. Nearly all his horses having
been killed, he attempted to withdraw his pieces
by the use of prolongs. Lieutenant Taliaferro,
commanding a section of tlescock's battery, was
killed, and his sergeant brought off his two pieces
by hand. The ground, however, was too rough, and
the road to safety too lopg ; and in consequence,
the six guns of Hough tailisg's battery were aban-
doned. Dragging the remaining pieces of artil-
lery with them, SheridanJs- - division at eleven
o'clock emerged from the cedars on Palmer's
right, passing Rousseau on his way to the front.
General Cheatham advanced in line of battle over
the ground vacated by jlhe Right Wing, swing-
ing to the right and camo upon Stuart's brigade
hotly engaged with Negley. While Cleburne
and McCown, sweeping toward the Nashville
pike, driving hundreds of fugitives before them,
encountered a new line improvised by General
Rosecrans to meet the emergency.

The retirement of Sheridan's division precipi-
tated the entire command of General Cheatham
and a portion of Wither&a upon Negley's two
brigades, on the left of the Wilkinson pike,
taking them in front, flank, and rear. The roar
of artillery and sharp rattle of musketry had
aroused these brigades early, and they had
stood in line for hours in momentary expecta-
tion of an attack upon their front This, it is
possible, would have w repulsed ; but when
it came in such a qn'Cnabie shape, preceded
by a cloud of retreating1 troops, but one course
appeared to present itself to the commander,
and that was to fall back. Nevertheless, he faced
Colonel T. R. Stanley's brigade to the right
and ordered Colonel John F. Miller to hold his
position to the last extremity. Miller arranged
his brigade in convex order, with Schnltz's bat-
tery on his right and Ellsworth's battery on
his left, and obeyed the order. Simultaneously
with Cheatham's advance upon the right
Stewart's and Anderson's brigades attacked him
in front Miller's lines were barely formed
when a heavy musketry and artillery fire opened
upon him. His men, cool and unswerving as
their heroic leader, met the charge with a well-direct- ed

fire. On their right was Stanley with
his veterans, and the rapid discharge of Schnltz's
and Ellsworth's guns told with terrible precision
upon the ranks of the advancing line, who
soon halted, but did not abate their fire. The
Twenty-nint- h and Thirtieth Mississippi, of An-
derson's brigade, made a dash upon Schultz's
battery, but were hurled back

MANGLED AND BLEEDING
behind the friendly cover of a stone wall, where
Stewart passed them in his charge upon Miller.
A bayonet charge was gallantly met by the
Twenty-firs- t Ohio and repulsed with characteristic
gallantry. The fighting at this point was ter-
rific All along the front the dead and wounded
lay in heaps, and over their bodies came the
assaulting host, seemingly strong and brave as
when the first charge was made. But the in-

evitable result of a successful flank movement,
by which the trains had been captured, came
to Negley's strong fighting brigades as it had
come to those of Sheridan and Davis. Ammu-
nition was nearly exhausted, and it could only
be replenished in rear of Crittenden, whose iron
lines still stood intact Sixty rounds f car-
tridges were exhausted and the ground in their
front was strewn with the dead. General Neg-
ley now ordered Stanley to retire, which he did
in perfect order; and Miller's brigade, after
holding its position until the ammunition on
the persons of the killed and wounded was all
used, slowly fell back to reform in Palmer's
rear. At half-pa- st ten o'clock the reserve
division, under command of Major-Gener- al Lovell
H. Rousseau, was ordered into action on the
right of General Negley. The two brigades
commanded by Colonels John Beatty and B. F.
Scribner, known as the Seventeenth and Ninth
of the old Army of the Ohio, were the same
who only three months before had met and
hurled back the strong fighting brigades of
Hardee on the bloody slope of Chaplin Hills.
The Regular brigade, composed of five battalions
of the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Eighteenth, and
Nineteenth United States infantry, commanded
by Colonel O. L. Shepherd, under perfect- - dis-
cipline, was placed on the extreme right The
line was formed in a dense cedar brake, through
which Cleburne's and McCown's victorious
columns were advancing, sweeping everything
before them. On the left

THE ROAR OK BATTLE

in Negley's front showed that all was not lost,
and to his right Colonel John Beatty 's brigade
was formed. Scribner was held in reserve.

The shock of battle fell heaviest upon the Reg-

ulars. Over one-thi- rd of the command fell either
killed or wounded. The gallant Maj. Slemmer,
" Old Pickens," was wounded in the outset. Stead-
ily, as if on drill, the trained battalions fired by
file, mowing down the advancing lines with the
precision of a Gatling gun. Guenther's battery
blazed with the rapidity of its discharges, but
could not long check the fury of the charge that
bore down upon the flanks, and was fast envel-
oping the entire command. Lieutenant-Colon- el

Kell, the brave commander of the Second Ohio,
was killed ; Col. Forman, the gallant boy colonel
of the Fifteenth Kentucky, and Maj. Carpenter,
of the Nineteenth infantry, fell mortally wound-
ed. There was no resource but to retreat upon
support. At this moment Negley's division fell
back and Rousseau, finding both his flanks ex-

posed, after a heroic fight of over two hours,
fell back slowly and stubbornly to the open
field where his flanks could be more secure.
Gen. Yan Cleve, in the execution of the initial
movement on the left, crossed Stone River at 7
a. m. at the lower ford, and was marching in
close column up the hill beyond the river, prep-
aratory to forming in line of battle for a move-
ment to the right to where Wood was to join
him in an assault upon Breckinridge, when his
march was arrested by an order to return and
take position on the turnpike facing towards the
woods on the right. Gen. Rosecrans, having ar-

ranged his plan of battle, had. risen early to su-

perintend its execution. Gen. Crittenden, whose
headquarters were a few paces distant, mounted
at 6 a. m., and with his staff rode to an eminence,
where the chief, surrounded by his staff officers,
sat on their horses listening to the opening guns
on the right The plan of Gen. Bragg was in-

stantly divined, bat no apprehension of danger
was felt. Suddenly the woods on the right in
the rear of Negley, appeared to be

ALIVE WITH MEN

wandering aimlessly in the direction of the rear.
The roar of artillery grows more distinct, min-
gled with continuous volleys of musketry. It
cannot be that the veteran brigades of the Right
Wing are being driven back. McCook is surely
only falling back to secure a position that he can
hold for the promised three hours. The rear of
a line of battle always presents the pitiable specta-
cle of a horde of skulkers, men who, when tried in
the fierce flame of battle, find, often to their own
disgust, that they are lacking in the element ef
courage. But the sight of whole regiments of sol-

diers flying in panic to the rear was a sight never
seen but on that solitary occasion, before or since
by the Army of the Cumberland. Capt Otis, from
his position on the extreme right, dispatches a mes-
senger, who arrives breathless, his horse reeking
with foam, to inform General Rosecrans that the
Right Wing is in rapid retreat. The astounding
intelligence is confirmed a moment later by a
staff officer from Gen. McCook, calling for rein-
forcements. "Tell Gen. McCook," roared the
chief, " to contest every inch of ground. Ifhe holds
them, we will swing into Murfreesboro and cut
them off." Then Rousseau, with his reserves, was
sent into the fight, and Yan Cleve, at the head of

CRITTENDEN'S OLD SHILOH DIVISION,
came dashing across the fields, with water drip-
ping from their clothing, to take a hand in the
fray. Harker's brigade was withdrawn from the
left and sent in on Rousseau's right, and the
Pioneer brigade, relieved at the ford by Price's
brigade, was posted on Harker's right. The re-

maining brigades of Yan Cleve's division, Beatty's
and Fyffe's, formed on the extreme right, and
thus an improvised line half a mile in extent
presented a new and unexpected front to the ap-

proaching enemy. It was a trying position to
Yan Cleve's men to stand in line a living wall,
while the panic-stricke- n soldiers of McCook's
beaten regiments, flying in terror through the
woods, rushed past them, the sharp rattle of Mc-

Cown's musketry behind them lending wings to
their flight. The Union lines could not fire, for
their comrades were between them and the ene-
my. Rosecrans seemed ubiquitous. All these
dispositions had been made under his personal
direction. Finding

SHERIDAN COMING

out of the cedars into which Rousseau had just
retired, he directed him to the ammunition train,
with orders to fill his cartridge-boxe- s and return
to the support of Hazen's brigade on the edge of
the Round Forres t Captam Morton, with the
Pioneers and the Chicago Board of Trade bat-
tery, pushed into the cedars, and disappeared
from view simultaneously with Harker. The
general course of the tide of stragglers toward
the rear struck the turnpike at the point where
Yan Cleve stood impatiently awaiting the order
to advance. All along the line men were falling,
struck by the bullets of the enemy, who soon ap-

peared at the edge of the woods on Morton's
flank. The order to charge was given by Gen-

eral Rosecrans in person, and, like hounds from
the leash, the division sprang forward, reserving
their fire for close quarters. It was the crisis in
the battle. If this line was broken all was lost
Every man rose to the occasion and proved him-
self a hero. Steadily, as a majestic river moves
on its resistless way, the line swept forward,
sending a shower of bullets to the front. The
left was now exposed to attack, and, riding rap-
idly to the ford, General Rosecrans inquired who
commanded the brigade. " I do, sir," said Col-

onel Price. "Will you hold this ford?" "I will

try, sir." "Will you hold this ford?" "I will
die right here." " Will you hold this ford ? for
the third time thundered the general. "Yes,
sir," said the colonel. "That will do; " and away
galloped the general to where Hazen was con-

tending against long odds for the possession of
the Round Forrest.

Rousseau had no sooner formed his lines than
a charge made by General Patten Anderson re-

sulted in the
CAPTURE OF SIX GUNS

from the two batteries on Negley's right and left.
The advance of Bragg's left wing had by this
time brought it into a position at right angles
with the original line. The entire strength of
the Centre and most of the left was concentrated
upon the angle formed by Rousseau and the right
of Palmers division held by Cruft and Hazen.
Chalmer's brigade, which up to ten o'clock lay
concealed in the rifle-pi- ts on the right of Withers's
line, arose at the order, and, under a terrific fire,
dashed forward across the open field upon Pal-
mer's front Finding that the time had come for
a decisive blow, General Bragg now directed
General Breckinridge to send two brigades to
the left to reinforce Polk. General Pegram who.
with his cavalry, was posted on the Lebanon
pike in advance of Breckinridge's right, had ob-

served Yan Cleve's movement, and notified Gen-

eral Breckinridge that a heavy column of in-

fantry and artillery had crossed Stone River, and
was advancing along the river bank upon the
position occupied by Hanson's brigade. Inter-
preting this as the initial movement in a plan
which was intended to strike his division, he de-

clined to obey Bragg's order, which in his report
he terms a " suggestion." At ten minutes after
ten he replied: "The enemy are undoubtedly
advancing upon me." Soon after he wrote Bragg
"the Lebanon road is unprotected, and I have no
troops to fill out my line to it" At half-pa- st

eleven, upon Bragg ordering him to move forward
and attack the Union left, Breckinridge replied,
"I am obeying your order, but my left is now
engaged with the enemy, and if I advance my
whole line farther forward, and still retain com-

munication with my left, it will take me clear
away from the Lebanon road, and expose my right
and that road to a heavy force of the enemy advan-
cing from Black's." The withdrawal of Yan Cleve
appears to have passed unnoticed by either Pe-

gram or Breckinridge, and was undiscovered until
too late to accomplish any good by complying
with Bragg's order. Thus, by simply thrusting
forward the left flank of his army and at once
withdrawing it, Gen. Rosecrans held four bri-
gades inactive at a time when their presence in
support of Chalmers might have administered
the coujj de grace to the centre of his line.
Meanwhile

THE COMBAT DEEPENED.

All along the line from Yan Cleve's right to
Wood's left, the space gradually narrowed be-

tween the contending hosts. The weak had
gone to the rear; no room now for any but brave
men, and no time given for new dispositions ;
every man who had a stomach for fighting was
engaged on the front line. From a right angle
the confederate left had been pressed back by Yan
Cleve and Harker and the Pioneers to an angle
of forty-fiv- e degress in less than that number of
minutes. This advance brought Yan Cleve
within view of Rousseau, who at once requested
him to form on his right. Harker, entering the
woods on the left of Yan Cleve, passed to his right,
and now closed up on his flank. The enemy had
fallen back stubbornly fighting, and made a stand
on the left of Cheatham. Brave old Yan Cleve, his
white hair streaming in the wind, the blood
flowing from a gaping wound in his foot, rode
gallantly along the line to where Harker was
stiffly holding his position, with his right " in
the air." Bidding him to hold fast to every inch
of ground, he rode to Swallow's battery, which
was working with the rapidity of a steam fire-engi-ne,

"Don't let them get your guns, Swallow,"
he shouted, as he dashed by on his way to the
left, where Sam Beatty, heavy and impassive,
was pounding away with his minie rifles at a
line of men which seemed to be always on the
point of advancing. The brigades of Stanley and
Miller having fallen back, as previously described,
and the entire strength of Cheatham and three
brigades of Withers and Cleburne having fallen
upon Rousseau, he had fallen back into the open
field, where he found Yan Cleve. Loomis's and
Guenther's batteries, double shotted with canis-
ter, were posted on a ridge, and as the confeder-
ate line advanced, opened upon it with terrific
force.

MEN FELL LIKE RIPENED GRAIN
behind a reaper, but the line moved straight
ahead. The field, swept by a storm of iron hail,
was covered with dead and wounded men. The
deep bass of the artillery was mingled with the
higher notes of the minie rifles, while in the
brief pauses could be distinguished the quickly-spoke- n

orders of commanding officers, and the
groans of the wouaded. It was the full orchestra
of battle. But there is a limit to human endur-
ance. The confederate brigades, now melted to
three-fourt- hs their original numbers, wavered
and fell back ; again and again they reformed in
the woods and advanced lo the charge, only to
meet with a bloody repulse. Four deliberate and
sustained attempts were made to carry the posi-

tion, and each failed. While these events were
following each other in rapid succession, and
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