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Important Notice.
Desiring to extend the usefulness of our paper

to the widest possible extent, and in order that
no ex-sold- ier or other person interested in matters
growing out of the war of the rebellion may have
reasonable excuse for not taking it, we have con-

cluded to fix the subscription price, until March
31, 1882, at one dollar per annum.

Those who have heretofore sent one dollar and
fifty cents for a single subscription, by sending
half a dollar more with an additional name and
address, will be granted an additional copy, thus
bringing their individual subscription down to
one dollar for fifty-tw-o numbers. Those wishing
to become subscribers, should, in view of the
above offer, send on their one dollar at once, and
those who have already sent one dollar and fifty
cents, should, without delay, remit the remaining
half dollar with another subscriber before the
new year commences.

Owing to the great demand which has been
made upon us we are sorry to be obliged to state
that we cannot furnish back numbers of The
National Tribune of earlier date than Janu-

ary 14th. "We printed several thousand extra
copies of January 7th, but the entire edition has
"been exhausted.

Senator Ingalls, when he introduced his
resolution declaring that the Arrears of Pension
Act ought not to be repealed, put Beck's nose on

ihe grindstone, and Senator Yoorhees turned the
crank vigorousty. Before the operation began
Beck knew all about Pension matters, especially
so far as they related to fraudulent claims. Now,

Beck's "knows" are worth less than two for a

cent. The grinding operation was too much for
him.

During the present week the railroad kings
made a descent upon this city, probably for the
purpose of defeating adverse legislation affecting
their interests.

There has not been such a similar gathering
for years, and it is evident that those who con-

trol our inland transportation are seriously
alarmed at something, or else have a big job in
view.

Jeff Davis says "the 'Lost Cause' is not
dead but sleeping." Judging from some of the
bills introduced into Congress to repeal the
Arrears of Pension Act and the remarks of those
who advocate such a rascally measure, we should
suppose the old serpent was on the point of
awakening.

Communications intended for publication
should be written only upon one side of the
sheet and be accompanied by the full name and
address of the writer, which, however, will not
he given to the public if request to tho contrary

e made.

One of the arguments employed to secure

Government aid to the Union Pacific Railroad
was that by the establishment of such a thorough-

fare through the very heart of Utah Mormonism

would be given its death-blo- w. The road was

built, and the only result has been to saddle the
Nation with another evil of scarcely less magni-

tude than the one which it sought to eradicate.
Mormonism still flourishes; so does the great
monopoly that was to prove its downfall. Con-

gress is now wrestling with the one and it is to
be hoped will soon begin to assert its power over
the other. In each instance justice has been too
long delayed and the public good demands
prompt and decisive action.
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Tho Commissioner of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Agriculture, Dr. George

B. Loring, is being complimented on all sides for

the considerate and energetic manner in which
he is discharging his somewhat complex and all-toget- her

important official duties. Twenty years
have nearly elapsed since the Department of Ag-

riculture was created by an act of Congress, and

the duties of the Commissioner, as head of that
Department, defined.

The power with which he is endowed is seem-

ingly ample to enable him, as far as legislation is

needed, to extend aid and material help to the
advancement of the agricultural interests of the
country. But in the execution of the duties im-

posed upon his office the Commissioner is re-

stricted by the amount of the annual appropria-

tions which Congress places at his disposal.

Considering the importance of the interests in-

volved, and their predominating influences in the
general prosperity of the Nation, it may be said

that the appropriations for the support of this
Department have been exceedingly limited in
amount and grudgingly bestowed. It seems to

have been fashionable for Congress to belittle
this Department, and whenever resolutions have
been introduced favoring its maintenance and
extension, an evident feeling of opposition has
been exhibited. The impression seems to pre-

vail that the Department has not fulfilled the
expectations of those for whose benefit it was

established ; but what these expectations are has
not been explained There has always been much
vague and indefinite talk as to what the Depart-

ment might do, and what it has failed to do, but
no person, so far as known, has, up to this time,
suggested a comprehensive plan by which the
Government can best foster the agricultural in-

terests of the country. This is a leading question
which has not yet been answered.

It is apparent that the present Commissioner is
endeavoring; to increase the usefulness of the De

partment by placing it in close communication
with all auxiliary organizations throughout the
country. Since he has assumed the duties of the
office he has been unwearying in his efforts to
acquaint himself, by personal inspection, of the
condition of the varied industries which he rep-

resents, and by intercourse with the leading rep-

resentatives of the agricultural interests in va-

rious States, to secure their aid in formulating
principles of action, and to enlist their

in the practical application of recognized

details. During the latter portion of last sum-

mer, Dr. Loring issued a call for a convention of
such representatives of the various branches of
agriculture as the leading agricultural associa-

tions might select as their delegates. These del-

egates were requested to represent those inter-

ested in and skilled in the breeding, feeding, and
sale of cattle ; those interested and skilled in the
production of the cereal crops of the country ;

those interested and skilled in grajje culture and
the manufacture of wines ; those having charge
of agricultural colleges, agricultural societies, and
the educational institutions of the country ; the
purpose of the convention being that of discuss-

ing the general welfare of agriculture in the va-

rious divisions of that industry.
A separate convention was held for each of the

above-name- d subjects. The first of these com-

menced on the 10th of the present month, and
the last was closed on the evening of the 18th.
They were well attended, and the delegates com-

prised some of the best men in the country
in their respective specialties. About twenty
papers were read and discussed. These papers
were varied as to subjects, and are among the
best and ablest essays which have yet been pre-

pared upon the topics which they present. These,
as well as the discussions which they occasioned,
will be printed and distributed at an early day,
for the benefit of the agricultural community.

In thus bringing together the leading repre-

sentatives of agricultural industries from many
and widely distant sections, and facilitating the
presentation of matter relating to the progress

made, and discussions upon the future possibili-

ties of the interests in question, Dr. Loring has
indicated a policy of action which is regarded as
being of fundamental value, and it is all the
more encouraging, since he is desirous of avail-

ing himself of the wise counsels of those who
have experience in rural affairs.

It would be a matter of considerable curiosity
to many to know at whose instance the inquiry
into the affairs of the Northern Pacific Rail-

road Company is being made. The ultimate
object, apparent to the least observant, is to
cripple the road by cancelling certain grants of
public lands upon the alleged grounds of non-

fulfillment of contract; and there is a well-ground- ed

suspicion that the Union Pacific, whose
business would be most interfered with by the
new line, is at the bottom of the movement.
Without expressing an opinion upon the general
policy of granting Government aid to private
enterprises, we can safely say that, under the
existing condition of things, the public interests
will be best subserved by a speedy completion
of the Northern route. "We trust, therefore, that
no technicalities will be permitted to interfere
with the prosecution of the work which thus
far has been carried on under most disadvan-
tageous circumstances.

Notice to Claimants.
Applicants for pension whose claims have been

in the hands of Gilmore & Co., a3 their attorneys,
should write to Mr. George E. Lemon, of this
city, to whom all such cases have been trans-

ferred, under the approval of the Department.

Mysterious Disappearances.

In looking over our exchanges we recently

came across two items, the one following the
other, recording the mysterious disappearance,

in widely separated localities, of two well-know- n

citizens from the communities in which they
respectively resided. They had, according to

account, been absent from their homes for more

than a month, their whereabouts entirely un-

known to any of their acquaintances; and the
most careful and extended investigations has

thus far failed to show any cause for their
strange absence or by what means it was pro-

cured. These disappearances the sudden and

complete blotting out from the social and busi-

ness worlds of some one or more of the individu-

als wlio move therein are more frequent than
the people at large are generally aware of.

Doubtless many instances are kept concealed

from the public for fear that an investigation

might possibly develop some scandal that it
were better to keep secret; and, therefore, in
spite of the well-know- n enterprise and pertinac-

ity of the press when searching for news, only

the cases which, by reason of the prominence of

the persons involved, cannot be hidden, are dis-

covered. Be this as it may, the subject is one

for curious speculation concerning the probable

fate of those whose occupations are noted, and

also one of wonderment when the facility with
which individuals occasionally pass from mortal

view, is considered.
"While writing we recall an instance of a mys-

terious disappearance that occurred many years
ago some considerable time before the war
which illustrates how completely a human being
may drop out of existence, leaving no track or
trace behind. According to the published ac-

count, a prominent business man of New York
city, whose name is forgotten, but whom we will
call B , was at the Astor House about eleven

o'clock in the day where he met and conversed

with several of his friends. At a quarter to

twelve he was met by an acquaintance on the
southwest corner of Broadway and Canal, and
just as the bells were striking the hour of noon

he bade his friend "good day," and turned down

the latter street.
The gentleman he had left remained upon the

corner for perhaps five minutes, when an ac-

quaintance came up Canal and incidentally
mentioned that he was going to B 's office.

""Why, he left me just now," said the other.
"You should have met him." Both gentlemen
then turned and walked in the direction B

had taken, but saw nothing of him. They met
several mutual acquaintances who had been on

the street for at least half or three-quarte- rs of
an hour, and who knew the missing man inti-

mately, but neither of them had seen him.
The next day, B not having returned home,

his family, alarmed at his prolonged absence (for

he was exceedingly domestic in his habits), in-

stituted a search to ascertain what had become

of him. Detectives, the best on the force, were
called in; but every effort proved unavailing.
They found probably fifty or more persons who
had either spoken with or seen him between the
hours of eleven and twelve, but from the moment
that he turned down Canal street, in the broad
light of day, he disappeared, and forever, from

sight and knowledge of all who had known him.
He has never been heard of from that day to
this. His fate is altogether unknown.

Those who did see him testified that he was
in excellent spirits ; that his bodily health was

to all appearances perfect he was in the very
prime of life and that his mental condition
was, so far as they could judge, unimpaired, He
was in easy financial circumstances, out of debt,
his business affairs were found to be all straight
and prosperous, he was correct in all his habits,
and his family and social relations were of the
best. There was absolutely no conceivable reason

why he should voluntarily leave his home ; nor
could the view that he had been foully dealt
with seemingly be sustained on any reasonable
hypothesis. Canal street, especially at the hour
when he disappeared, was a busy thoroughfare,
continually thronged by a vast multitude of
people, many of whom knew him well, at least
by sight, as his business frequently took him
along that route. He was plainly dressed, and,
as it was shown, never carried much money with
him, and wore little jewelry and that of small
value. He never drank, except rarely and spar-

ingly when with a party of friends, and in view
of all these facts it was hard to conceive that
he had been inveigled into some vile resort and
made away with for the valuables he might have
on his person.

It was equally difficult to suppose that he had
been murdered from motives of revenge or in
the heat of passion by some person who had
succeeded in subsequently concealing his body.
He was a peaceable man, of kindly heart, and
so far as was known or could be ascertained had
not an enemy in the world. The affair was an
inexplicable mystery throughout, and so remains.
He dropped out of view, like one of those meteors
we occasionally see falling from the heavens, and
left no sign for either family or friends to indi-

cate whither he had gone or why.
"Were one to take time to look up the data

thousands of similar instances of mysterious dis-

appearances might be cited. It was not many
years ago that one of the leading illustrated
papers of the country contained, nearly each

week, the picture and description of some per-

son, young or old, male or female, who had sud-

denly vanished from home or friends without

one word of warning. In many of these cases,
doubtless, motives, and correct ones too, were or
could be assigned for the action of those who had
thus disappeared from their accustomed haunts
but whither? Sometimes love, sometimes money,
or financial reverses or irregularities, was the
impelling cause ; and the missing one would be
subsequently found in the habitations of vice

within a stone's throw almost of his or her for-

mer abode.

Sometimes disorders of the brain, temporary
aberration of mind, induced suicide or caused the
unfortunate being to wander among strangers to
die unknown. Occasionally malice, known to
have existed on the part of some individual to-

wards the lost one, would give a clue to the cause
of disappearance, but yet not sufficient to lead to
the unravelment of the mystery or to furuish a
thread which could be followed up to complete
or even satisfactory discovery of the missing
man's or woman's whereabouts. When, how-

ever, all these reasons, upon being applied to the
particular case, are found insufficient, or rather,
when there is no foundation for them, then the
disappearance becomes mysterious indeed, and
one which never fails to excite the sympathies
of all having knowledge of the bare fact that a

human being has been expunged annihilated,
as it were from the family and social world,
but how or why no one may ever tell or know.

To Subscribers.
We have received a number of letters from

subscribers complaining that they do not receive

their paper regularly. We say to them that
owing to the rapid growth of our subscription

list mistakes or omissions must necessarily oc-

cur ; but we will promptly correct them when
notified. We are now setting all the addresses
in type which, so soon as completed, will obviate
further annoyance.

Meanwhile subscribers who fail to get The
National Tribune will please inform us with-

out delay.

Soldier's Homes.
While the intensely patriotic people of the

country are engaged in raising funds for the
purpose of erecting monuments in honor of the
Nation's illustrious dead, it would be well for
those having the funds to spare to consider the
propriety of contributing more liberally to the
support of the unfortunate heroes who, having
survived the perils of battle, are now dependent
upon charity for their daily bread. There are
thousands of honorably-discharge- d soldiers in
the United States, who, through no fault of
theirs, are compelled to seek asylum in a pau-

per's home or starve. It is neither generous nor
just to force them to such an alternative. They
gave the best years of their lives to the service

of their country and ample provision should be
made so that all may spend their declining years
in peace and comfort. There ought to be in
every State a Soldiers' Home, conducted upon
liberal principles, where these old veterans could
feel at their ease and realize that they were not
paupers but the honored guest3 of a patriotic
people who fully appreciated the sacrifices made
and sufferings endured in their behalf. There
are several such institutions already in exist-

ence, and California and Massachusetts are doing
nobly in their efforts to establish others; but
even these are not of sufficient capacity to accom-

modate all who should be entitled to admission.
Congress ought to take hold of the matter at
once, and by liberal appropriations, to be supple-

mented by contributions from other sources, en-

dow so many as will, in addition to those already
in operation, furnish a home to every one of the
Nation's defenders who is in need of one. It is
not meet that those who assisted in preserving
the Union should be forced to beg upon our streets
or become inmates of the poor houses, which are
set aside for all classes of unfortunates irrespect-
ive of any claims they may have upon the public
beyond that of charity. Charity is one thing,
and well enough in its way ; justice is another.
This latter requires that our veterans should be
cared for. Therefore, we say, let justiee be done.

Guiteau.

The Guiteau case was given to the jury on
Wednesday afternoon and that body promptly
discharged the duty devolved upon it by return-

ing a verdict of guilty as indicted.

The defense will in all probability move for a
new trial which will operate as a stay of sentence
for thirty days. The people can afford to wait
that length of time, however, now that ultimate
justice is so nearly assured.

Whitelaw Reid, of the New York Tribune,

is evidently losing interest in all sublunary
things. He does not refer to the pension frauds
on an average of more than once a week. But
then there is some-excu- se for this atrocious
neglect on his part. He has other matters in
hand which he is anxious to dispose of his
night dispatch to the late President Garfield, for
instance.

Oscar Wilde, the aesthetic English poet,
visited this city during the week for the purpose
of taking a census of the fools. He panned out
several thousand at one dollar per head, although
his lecture, as he saw proper to term it, was
simply a sunflower hash seasoned with long hair
and Calla lilies.

The price of The National Tribune is re-

duced, until March 31st, 1882, to One Dollar per
annum.

Senator Voorhees's Speech.
In the next number of our paper we shall pub-

lish Senator Voorhees' speech upon the Arrears of
Pension Act, (the repeal of which is now being
agitated in Congress,) and which would have been
published in this number had there been the
requisite space for it.

The subject of his remarks i3 one of vital
interest to ex-soldie- rs, and we are sure they will
read with pleasure the Senator's able, patriotic,
and convincing argument in their behalf, and
accord to him the great credit he deserves for
having so convincingly demonstrated the falsity
of the charges continually being made against,
them by the New York Tribune, Herald, Post, and
other organs of the money power.

We invite the attention of our readers to the
article regarding the National Yeteran Corps to
be found upon the eighth page of this issue.

We trust those having it in their power to dc
so will respond to the request made, as the or-

ganization is a worthy one in every respect.
- - -

PENSION OFFICE RULINGS.
The Commissioner of Pensions has recently is-

sued the following rulings in relation to proofs
of death or origin of disability in rebel prisons :

1. "Where it is shown that a soldier was cap-
tured in the line of duty, and it appears he was-afterwar-

an inmate of a prison and has not
since been heard from, his death shall be pre-
sumed to have occurred in service and line of
duty, and the day after he was last seen or heard
from may be accepted as the date of his death.

2. " When it appears that the soldier was sound
at the date of his capture in the line of duty, and
that he was disabled as alleged at the date of his
release from a rebel prison, the origin of said dis-
ability may be assumed to have been in service
and line of duty, provided said disease was in-
cident to the service or to such imprisonment."

WHAT OUR SUBSCRIBERS SAY,
Mr. J. R. Wolfe, of Ohio, in sending a club of

subscribers to The National Tribune, says :
" I feel quite an interest in extending the circu-

lation of your paper, the sentiments so nearly
corresponding with my own as to cause me to
wish you an immense circulation and abundant
success. I wish the country was flooded with
such journals, and then perhaps the old soldiers
would awaken to the fact that their services in
the past as well as their rights in the future were
becoming entirely ignored by the country we
fought to save. Go for the money kings; keep
your powder dry, and give it to them straight-an- d

fast. I will furnish you what ammunition
I can by way of an occasional subscriber."

A subscriber writing from Bangor, Me., says :

"This year B. H. Beal Post, No. 12, Department
of Maine, G. A. R., has made a gain of sixty-nin- e

members and have twenty more to muster. On
the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and -- 10th of December we
held a fair (the first one we have had), and netted
$2,340.69. Not very bad. We have re-elect- ed

our old officers and increased our muster fee from
2 to S5. We have the largest Post in the State,,

now numbering 299 members in good standing,,
and are nicely located, having a hall 37 by 47
as near the centre of the city as possible."

We take the liberty of publishing the follow-
ing extract from a letter accompanying a sub-

scription to The National Tribune, and which
expresses the views advanced in numerous sim-

ilar communications received by us. We fully
agree with the writer and trust the law may be
repealed :

"The catting down of examining surgeons' fee
to SI was not only unjust to the surgeon but
destructive of the end sought by the Congress
that passed it, viz., retrenchment; because no
surgeon pressed with work can for that meager
sum devote the time to an examination, and the
writing (twice over) of such a complete descrip-
tion of the physical condition of the claimant as
will afford to the Pension Office such an array
of facts as will enable that office to determine
whether the amount recommended is just to
both the claimant and the Government. Every
creditable and responsible life insurance com-

pany pays for each examination $3; and that,
too, for the examination; for all the writing
that the surgeon has to do is responsive, yes
or no, and then the examiner's name. Why?
Because they k)iow that first-cla- ss men and
thev want nothing else cannot be secured
simply for the asking. Men must be paid
for intelligent work. Self-intere-st prompts them
to pay for only thorough work, based upon
perfect acquaintance with the work to be done.
Congress ought to be equally wise. In my
opinion the law giving the surgeon only $1
should be repealed, and not $2 but S3 be paid
hereafter. And further, every surgeon who, re-

gardless of time, has made in all instances a
complete description of the physical condition
of each claimant, should be paid SI more for all
examinations made for which he has received
only 1. Then there are examinations that re-

quire a chemical test, and others that require
instruments that cost money and skill in using,
to wit, the eye, ear, and throat, where life in-

surance companies pay ?5. Would not that
course that is wisdom in a corporation be equally
wise for a nation ?

A subscriber to The National Tribune
writes us a letter in which he approves the advice

we have heretofore given to soldiers to watch the
action of Congress closely and see how the votes
were cast upon matters affecting their interests.
The writer says: "Soldiers, let each watch his
Congressman, and if he don't vote right put a
black mark on him as the Lord did on Cain."

We will add, and if he votes wrong do you
vote right against him.

POSTAL SERVICE PENSIONS.

Representative Harmer, of Pennsylvania, has

introduced a bill providing that any person who

has served faithfully in the postal service for
who, after a continuous ser-

vice
twenty-fiv-e years, or

of ten vears, shall become physically or men-

tally disabled, shall then receive for the remain-

der of his natural life an annual pension equal

to two-thir- ds of his annual salary at the time of
his retirement. The bill is accompanied by a
detailed statement showing that a similar prac-

tice prevails in Great Britain, the Netherlands,
Russia, France, Italy, and Luxembourg.

Harper's Young People, an illustrated
weekly, is just the periodical for boys and girls,
either old or young. It is charmingly illus-
trated, and the reading matter is healthy and
entertaining.

Harper &.' Brother, Publishers, New York.
Subscription1 price, S1..50 per year, in advance.

vA

f s


