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The New York Tribune has drawn in its horns.
Perhaps it has discovered that the old soldier has
plenty of fight left in him after all.

If we correctly interpret the editorials in the
New York daily press, it has become a misde-

meanor to apply for a pension and a felony to
draw one. As for the pension agents wretched
creatures it appears that but for them the Gov-

ernment would never have been forced to pay
any pensions at all. This is hard on the pension
agents, but, perhaps, they will survive the blow.

If the revenues of the Government could only
be cut down, a way might soon be found for the
repeal of the pension acts altogether, and the re-

pudiation of the National debt So long as Con-

gressmen can get their retainers places in the
Departments it really doesn't much matter what
becomes of the men who were so rash, as to risk
their lives in the war that was fought "herea-

bouts" some years ago!

There is a limit after all to Guiteau's lust for
notoriety. He draws the line at the gallows, and
that's just where the hangman will draw it.

The only way to prevent railway accidents
is to make the train hands and board of directors
change places. And by the way "Fifty cents all
round" would come very natural to Jay Gould,
if elevated to the position of porter on a Pullman
car.

The next thing in the march of improvement
should be postal telegraphy. The longer it is
postponed, the more it will cost in the end and
the more the "Wall street gamblers will make out
of it

No doubt it is a great hardship for people who

didn't approve of the war to be taxed for the
pensions of those who did the fighting, but isn't
even that better than not to have any property
to be taxed ?

The press of other matter compels us to again
defer the publication of Senator Voorhees's re-

markable speech upon the Arrears of Pensions
Act In the meanwhile congressional action is
daily expected.

We publish elsewhere some original verses

entitled " On File," and it may not be out of
place to say that it is to the efforts of The Na-

tional Teibune to secure an increase of the
clerical force in the Pension Office that claim-

ants are indebted for the comparative expedition
witb which business is now transacted in that
Bsireau.

m

President Arthur has at last relieved the
suspense of the citizens of Baltimore by making
Colonel Edwin H. Webster collector of the port,
vice Colonel John L. Thomas, whose term has
expired. Both were gallant soldiers and staunch.

Union men during the war. At a dinner last
week Mr. Thomas said he had been struck by

"a streak of lightning which had traveled forty

miles" from the capital a warning to Maryland

delegations that besiege the White House.

The Baltimore Sun seems to be under the im-

pression that it was the pension claim agents

who were benefited by the Arrears of Pension
Act. It alludes to that act as one "by which
they profit so largely," and intimates that the
responsibility for its existence rests with them
and they are perfectly wulling to accept it. The

fact that the agent's fee is limited to ten dollars,

and can be exacted but once, seems to have
escaped, the attention of our Baltimore contempo-

rary.
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Will ihe Kepublie Prove Ungrateful?

There is no subject concerning which such

ignorance prevails as that of pension legislation.
The fact, however, is not so surprising when we
consider that the general public derive their in-

formation as a rule from the daily press, and the
daily press in turn from conflicting and erroneous
statements from the Pension Office itself. It was

but the other day that a leading New York
journal made the absurd statement that the
compensation of pension agents was $4,000 a
year and $15 for each voucher paid in excess of
4,000 vouchers per-- annum, whereas the com-

pensation for each voucher is but fifteen cents

instead of $15. This discrepancy, however, was

not more remarkable than that which existed
between the various statements of the late Com-

missioner Bentley as to the amount which the
Government would have to pay out under the
Arrears of Pensions Act. In the United States
Senate when the bill was first reported from
committee Mr. Bentley was quoted as fixing the
maximum expenditure which it would involve
at $20,000,000, but his estimates were revised
from time to time until they reached the ficti-

tious sum of $500,000,000. There was as little
warrant for the gross exaggerations of the last
estimate as for the palpable under-valuatio- n of
the first. It is not to be wondered at, we say,

when public officials depart so widely from

the truth in their estimates that the press
of the country should be guilty of absurd
blunders, or that the public should accept those
misstatements for actual fact. At the same time
it must be admitted that these constant attacks
upon the pension laws, unjustifiable though they
are, have mischievously affected public opinion.

It should be remembered that there has existed
ever since the close of the war a bitter, even

if silent, opposition to the passage of any
pension laws whatever, proceeding from the class

of citizens that covertly favored the rebel cause

during the war and cast their votes persistently
against the Republican leaders who directed its
course and brought it to a successful conclusion.

By the whole South, it is scarcely necessary to
point out, the appropriations for pensions are re-

garded with the most unrelenting hostility, and
the people of that section, had., they the power,

would gladly put an end to them at once and
forever. The spirit of antagonism to recent pen-

sion legislation, which the Northern press now

seems desirous of inciting, will be fomented, we

may be sure, to the utmost possible extent by all
who bore arms against the Republic or sympa-

thized with the movement to overthrow it.

We do not believe that any of these efforts to
array the patriotic sentiment of the country
against the just recognition by the Government
of the priceless services which the soldiers and
sailors in the war of the rebellion rendered to
their country, will be successful, but it is import-

ant on the one hand that the false statements of
ignorant and sensational correspondents should
not go unchallenged, and on the other that the
country should not be permitted to forget the
debt of gratitude which it will ever owe to its
defenders. Twenty years have rolled away, it is
true, since the men of the North were called upon
to give up their lives for the preservation of the
Union, and the events of that epoch are begin-

ning to fade from public memory. A new gen-

eration has grown up, and the time is at hand
when the youth of the country will learn only
from the school histories the story of that awful
straggle for national unity ; but if the recollec-

tion of that period is no longer as keen as it was, the
measure of the Nation's obligations to its heroes

is certainly full as heavy increased, indeed, by
every year of increased prospertity. The more rap-

id the development of the Eepublic, the more sta-

ble the Government, the more productive the soil,

the more plenteous the crops, the more thriving
the business, the more universal the culture, the
more profound the happiness of the people, the
greater should be the gratitude of the Nation to-

wards those whose sacrifices made all this prosperi-

ty possible. If in 1865 justice demanded that the
invalid survivors of the war and the families of
the dead should be made the wards of the Nation,
how infinitely greater is its obligation to care for
them now when it is enjoying to the full the
blessed fruits of their sacrifices ! But for their
valor this Republic would long ago have per-

ished from the earth. No fancy, however keen,
can picture the train of evils that would have
followed the triumph of the Confederate arms.
Compare the travail of the Southern States in
the years immediately succeeding the war, with
the prosperity of the North during the same

period, and think what might have befallen us
had the event of Appomattox been reversed !

Can any money recompense ever wipe out the
debt which the Republic owes to its preservers ?

If it is a sacred obligation on its part to repay to

the uttermost farthing the creditors who ad-

vanced the money to carry on the war, how

much more sacred is the debt which it owes to

those who shed their blood as well as gave up

their treasure in its behalf? How small and
contemptible in the light of these sacrifices ap-

pears the captious criticism of political partisans
on the payment of a small annual pittance to the
Nation's pensioners. Even should the highest
possible percentage of the pension claims now

pending be granted, the annual cost to the Gov-

ernment would be less than $40,000,000 a large

sum, perhaps, in the eyes of those who would
have rejoiced to see the Union dismembered, and
who think it a hardship that they should have
to bear any part of the burden of sustaining the

Government which they vainly tried to destroy,
but a cheap price for the blessings which the pre-

servation of the Union has conferred upon the
Nation. Better that the national debt should
never be liquidated, better that the army should
be disbanded and the navy dismantled, better
that all public improvements should cease, that
work on the costly Government buildings
throughout the country should be suspended
altogether, better indeed that war taxes should
be reimposed upon the people than that the
American Nation should fail by ever so little in
the duty which it owes to the brave men who
fought its battles in the trying days of the rebel-

lion.

Comrades.

It is not an uncommon occurrence in these
piping times of peace to hear the wisdom of
army reunions called in question. There are
those who think that every remembrance of the
war should be obliterated, and who profess to
see in the perpetuation of the old corps organiza-

tions an obstacle to the restoration of national
unity. The Grand Army even has not escaped
this criticism, and it has been seriously charged
against it that it is a political machine. The
silly charge is scarce worth wrhile denying.
How little its authors understand the influence
that after the lapse of so many years still draws
our veterans to each other! It is as much more
potent than politics as patriotism is loftier than
partisanship or blood is thicker than water ; for

it has its origin in that most precious of manly
sentiments the feeling of human comradeship.
"Comrades!" What a world of meaning the
term possesses! It brings back to one that
supreme moment of his life when the canteen
of a passing soldier was pressed to his burning
lips and he was borne from the field in his kindly
arms. To another, perchance, it recalls those
awful days at Andersonville, when the strong
became the nurses of the weak and the cour-

ageous saved the faint-hearte- d from despair.
The sentinel's weary rounds, the dreary nights
in the trenches, the forced march at dawn, the
hazardous rencounter before the enemy's guns,
the wild charge up the hill, the fierce hand-to-han- d

struggle in the rifle-pit- s, and then the hot
pursuit it is amid such scenes that friend-

ships are sealed for life and the spirit of com-

radeship is planted in the heart of man.
" Comrades ! " Fancy, if you can, anything more
touching, more inexpressibly tender, than the
occasions which reunite them ! What care they
for differences in political creeds who know but
one flag, one country, one destiny ? Every year
thins their ranks, and every Decoration Day there
are fresh graves to be strewn with roses for even
these old campaigners, who have faced death at
the cannon's mouth without a tremor, must lower
their colors to him at last yet not till there is no
longer anyone to call the roll will the sentiment
of comradeship decay.

"Comrades!" alike in death and life! The
very graves, row after row, nameless and indis-

tinguishable, suggest the sentiment Then sleep

well, comrades! For you the march is ended.

Cankerous care and cold neglect may vex the
hearts of the living, but naught can mar your
sweet repose. Sleep well and sweetly, comrades,
and when the last roll is called let not a man be
missing !

A Precious Inheritance.
The opinion is sometimes ventured that the

spirit of patriotism is dying out in the Republic,
overridden by the selfish passions of the time
the lust of money, the desire for office, the thirst
for power and, indeed, the frequent indifference
of Congress to the real exigences of the Nation,
the growing greed of railway and telegraph mo-

nopolies, and the ever-loweri- ng tone of our poli-

tics would seem to warrant such a conclusion.
But we must look below the surface to discover

the real state of national feeling; impurities rise
to the top and are swept away in time by the
current. It was well said by the Chicago Tiincs

a leading Democratic journal after the last
Presidential election, that it was the school-hous- e

which had prevented the return of the
Democratic party to power ; in other words, that
the young voters of the North had been educated
in the memories of the war to be Republicans. In
a larger and better sense, it may be said that
they have been educated in the love of country
to be true patriots, and that, too, not merely in
the school house, but almost at every fireside.

It is the old soldier who keeps the fires of patri-

otism burning in the hearts of his countrymen,
and kindles the holy flame in the bosom of youth ;

it is his widow, recalling in her manly boy a

likeness to that face she has seen so often in her
dreams, who inspires in the living the desire to
emulate the valor of the dead ; it is the rusty
sword in the chimney corner and the tarnished
epaulettes in the locker that pledge the son to

be true to the faith of the father. And it is a pre-

cious thought that thus is handed down, disfig-

ured by no trace of the passions of the war, that
pure, exalted love of country which is after all the
only absolute guarantee of the perpetuity of the
Republic. Parties may rise and fall, leaders
wax and wane, and laws be enacted and repealed,
but so long as the patriotism of the American
soldier is enshrined in the hearts of his children
the Union wTill endure.

Regular subscribers who receive extra copies
of The National Tribune will please distrib-
ute them among their soldier friends.

Send on your subscriptions.

A Righteous Verdict.

The conviction of Guiteau, coming so swiftly
at the heels of a long and exasperating trial, was
a welcome surprise to the American public, and
the verdict appears to have met with universal
approval. That it was sound and just, warranted
by the evidence and in accordance with the law,
cannot be questioned, and the extreme latitude
which was accorded the assassin in the conduct
of the trial by Judge Cox leaves no sufficient

ground upon which to appeal for a new trial,
although Mr. Scoville will, of course, exhaust all
known resources to secure that result, and may

possibly delay the passing of sentence and its
execution for some months yet. In any event,

the hanging will not take place prior to the
middle of next July.

The trial itself will long be remembered as the
most sensational that has ever taken place in this
country, and there is no denying thatt has left
a very bad taste in the public mouth. The dis-

graceful conduct of the prisoner in court was not
the only disgraceful feature of the trial. There
was a painful lack of dignity on .the part of the
prosecution itself, and the taunts of the Govern-

ment counsel were well calculated to loosen the
flood-gate-s of abuse which Guiteau poured upon
bench, bar, and jury. Indeed, some of the law-ye- rs

for the prosecution seemedalmost as much in-

tent upon acquiring notoriety as the assassin him-

self, and the concluding argument of Judge Porter
was almost blasphemous in the fierceness of the
invective employed against the prisoner. Had
the defence been conducted with greater skill,
or, perhaps, had Mr. Scoville not been hampered
by the persistent interference of the prisoner
himself, it is possible that the result would have
been different. There is little room for doubt
that the assassin was himself his worst enemy in
the case. The acuteness which he showed in the
apprehension of the points of law involved in the
trial, his ready and accurate memory, his clever-

ness at repartee, and his extraordinary self-possessi-on,

testified so strongly to his sanity as to
more than counterbalance, in the minds of the
jury, all the evidence to the contrary. It would
be assuming too much, perhaps, to say that
Guiteau impressed them as one who was playing
a part, but conceding that he lacked mental
balance, they doubtless were persuaded, by his
display of mental activity, that he was not, by
any means, an irresponsible lunatic. Instead of
exciting sympathy his behavior awakened in-

tense disgust, and his ingenious development of
the inspiration theory did more to dispel the
prevalent doubt as to his sanity than all the
direct testimony against him.

There is one conclusion to be drawn from the
case which should be extremely gratifying to
every American, namely, that our system of trial
byjuryisnot a failure after all; and those ex-

citable persons who delighted in comparing the
treatment of assassins in this country with that
which is so promptly accorded them in Russia,
and were for convicting the prisoner without
waiting for the evidence, will do well now to
resume their senses and cool off. Justice travels
with a leaden heel, but strikes with an iron hand!

The Truth About Subsidy.

Time was when American ships did nearly
three-quarte- rs of our total foreign trade ; to-da- y

they carry less than one-fift- h of our exports and
imports. In 1860 the total tonnage of our mer-

chant marine was 5,350,000 tons; to-da- y it is but
2,643,000, yet in 1860 the total value of our for-

eign trade was less than $600,000,000 while it is

now more than $1,500,000,000. To put it still
more strongly : we paid $140,000,000 in 1880 to
foreign ship-owne- rs for carrying our freight pas-

sengers and mails when with proper govern-

mental aid we might long ago have had ships
enough of our own to transport all our products
and so reaped all this profit ourselves. Think of
it ! In the last fifteen years we have sent out of
the country over one thousand million of dollars
in gold to pay for ocean carriage, when we might
just as well have performed the service ourselves.

It was not always so, as we have said. In the
days of the Yankee clipper American-bui- lt ships
ruled the sea. In 1850 we had sold 400,000 tons
from our yards to foreign buyers.

It was the establishment of iron ship building
in England that first checked our progress; be-

fore we were in a condition to compete, the re-

bellion broke out and that proved a fatal reverse.

We had a splendid merchant marine then but
practically no navy. We came out of the war
still worse off. The official figures shew that
from various causes, 1,749,190 tons of American
shipping were sold by our merchants, either dur-

ing or immediately after the war.

It is not a pleasant subject for contemplation,
but it is nevertheless a fact, that our merchant
marine is steadily declining, while our exports
are increasing at the rate of 400 per cent, every
decade, and that the existing policy of the Gov-

ernment makes it unprofitable for Americans
alike to build or own their ships. We have been
brought to this condition not through ignorance
of the forces that were in operation to bring
about this result, but simply through the per-

sistant refusal of Congress to apply a remedy.
Our statesmen admit the gravity of the situation
but are afraid to grapple with it. It is the bug-
aboo of " subsidy " that strikes them dumb. The
free trade newspapers cry out that subsidy meaus
corruption, and even the legislators who know
that the charge is false have not the courage to

say so.

And yet the whole ship-buildin- g industry of the

Clyde is the result of the wise policy of the
British Crown in subsidizing its steamship lineer
and as a matter of fact our own Government
while refusing to grant subsidy to our ocean
lines, grants them practically to on joastwise
steamships. And what, it may well be asked is
a protective tariff but that form of subsidy-bes- t

calculated to foster home manufactures
The free-trade- rs pretend that the way to restore
our commercial supremacy is to give the coun-
try free ships, forgetful, first, of the fact that the
difference as between American and English-bui- lt

ships in first cost is an inconsiderable item
compared with the difference in the cost of main-
taining a line, and second, that the free-shi- p

policy has not sufficed to build up the mer-
chant marine of Germany and France- - the
latter, indeed, having been forced to offer a
bounty for each home-bui- lt ship in order to ac-

complish the purpose. Nor should it be forgot-
ten that if we buy our ships abroad we shall jV

the first place, drain our own pockets, and in
the second, run the risk of being barred out from
foreign yards by Continental complications.
Even as it is, the outbreak of a war between
England and some powerful European nation
might at any time cut us off from communica-

tion with foreign markets, since four-fifth- s of our
products are carried under other flags than ours.

The truth is, that we have got to do for ship-

builders and ship-owne- rs what we have done in-

directly for our manufacturers : we have got ty
help them to their feet The way to revive ship-

building is to create a home demand for ships,
and the way to create that demand is to make
the operation of American steamship lines
profitable. To do that Congress must at least
deal as liberally by them as the British Parlia-

ment does by the British lines compensate

them decently for the carriage of the mails.
Else we might as well close our ship-yar- ds and

let the ships that we already have rot in their
berths.

We depart from our usual custom to com-

mend to the readers of the Teibune Dr. Fosters
Remedies for Familiar Ailments, a description of
which appears in our advertising columns. Dr.
Foster is a physician of character, ability, and
experience, and his remedies have given univer-

sal satisfaction.

CAPITAL NOTES,
President Arthur has signed the bill appro-

priating $540,000 to meet the back pay of the
voluntary census clerks and wind up the work
of the Census Bureau, but a special act will have
to be passed to enable bankers and others who
hold assigned certificates of back pay to draw
the cask therefor. Between five and six hun-
dred clerks are to be discharged from the bureau,
this month.

A delegation from Dakota has been in Washing-
ton the past week in behalf of the project to erect
a new State out of the eastern and southern part
of the Territory. Senator Davis, President of
the Senate, is said to favor the idea, on the
ground that the population, progress, resources,
and needs of the people, rather than political
interests, should decide such a question. His
vote will enable the Republicans to secure favor-
able action on the proposition.

Admiral Dupont is the latest naval hero se-

lected for monumental honors. The circle at
the intersection of Connecticut and Massachu-
setts avenue is to receive his name, and Senator
Rollins has reported back favorably the bill to
appropriate $10,000 for the base of the proposed
statue to his memory.

The United States Supreme Court has ad-

journed until the 22d inst for the preparation
of opinions.

The new apportionment bill, as agreed upon
by the House Committee, fixes the mem-
bership of the next House at 320, as follows :
Alabama 8, Arkansas 5, California 5, Colorado 1,
Connecticut 4, Delaware 1, Florida 1. Georgia 10,
Illinois 21, Indiana 13, Iowa 11, Kansas 6, Ken-
tucky 11, Louisiana 6, Maine 4, Maryland 6, Mas-
sachusetts 12, Michigan 11, Minnesota 5, Missis-
sippi 7, Missouri 14, Nebraska 3, Nevada 1, New
Hampshire 2, New Jersey 7, New York 34, North.
Carolina 9, Ohio 21, Oregon 1, Pennsylvania 29,
Rhode Island 1, South Carolina 6, Tennessee 10,
Texas 10, Vermont 2, Virginia 10, West Virginia
4, Wisconsin 8 ; total 320. The ratio is fixed at
154,285 per each Representative. Under this
apportionment Arkansas will gain 1, California
1, Georgia 1, Illinois 2, Iowa 2, Kansas 3, Ken-
tucky 1, Louisiana 1, Massachusetts 1, Michigan
2, Minnesota 2, Mississippi 1, Missouri 1, Ne-

braska 2, New York 1, North Carolina 1, Ohio 1,
Pennsylvania 2, South Carolina 1, Texas 4, Vir-
ginia 1, and West Virginia 1. Florida will lose
1 Representative, Maine 1, New Hampshire 1,
Rhode Island 1, and Vermont 1.

The bill which Representative Cox, of New
York, has introduced for the distribution of the
indemnity money exacted from the Japanese
government for outrages'committed in the Straits
of Shimonoski in 1863 by insurgent damios, pro-
vides for the return of $1,516,364 to Japan, and
the division of $264,000 among the officers and
crew of the United States ship Jamestown, who
were on detached duty on the steamer Takiang,
and took part in the action which silenced the
hostile batteries and opened the straits to com-
merce.

As Lent begins early this year Washington's
Birthday society is making the most of its scant
opportunity. Mr. and Mrs. George Bancroft gave
a brilliant dinner party to Secretary Freling-huyse-n

and wife on Wednesday evening, and on
Thursday night the diplomatic corps were enter-
tained at the French Minister's. On Saturday
evening last there were three distinguished din-

ner parties, given by President pro tern Davis,
Senator and Mrs. Miller of California, and Com-

missioner and Mrs. Loring. A daughter of
ex-Gover- Garcelon, of Maine, is spending the
winter with Mrs. Senator Frye. General and
Mrs. Logan have lost a grandchild, the infant
son of their daughter, Mrs. Tucker, of Chicago.

One of the sad incidents of the week was the
shooting of the wife of a well-know- n carpenter
residing in Washington northwest She had a
baby in her arms at the time, and was in the act of
tiirning away from the parlor window when the
bullet struck her, making a wound almost identi-
cal with President Garfield's in character. She
lived but four hours, and her symptoms closely
resembled those of Guiteau's victim. It is sup-

posed the fatal shot was fired by a drunken man
in the street, but whether at her or not is 'a mys-ter- v.

He is under arrest

J


