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Now for the Equalization of Bounties Bill!
Let us render full, equal, and exact justice to
the Nation's defenders.

The "Rebel Yell" was heard once more in
the Senate last week, but this time it was in
favor of paying pensions to Union soidiers.

Senator Beck appears to be the only genuine
Rebel left.

One "able-bodie- d man :: and two "half-grow- n

boys " would be abundantly sufficient to dispose
of all the claims on file in the Pension Office, if
they had several thousand years to do it in.
Has it ever occurred to Mr. Beck what a strong
argument might be made on this point in favor
of cutting down Commissioner Dudley's force?

Has it remained for the veterans of the con-

federate army to enforce the lesson of gratitude
to the Union soldier? The generous, patriotic
speeches of the Southern Senators on the Ingalls
resolution seem to warrant that inference. Surely
this Government can afford to do as much for its
soldiers as the confederacy, had it been estab-

lished, would have done for its own !

The National Tribune pleads guilty in
advance to the charge that it helped to secure
the passage of the Pension Arrears Act in the
first instance, and prevent its repeal in the
second, and it only regrets that there isn't an
Equalization of Bounties Act to be laid at its
door. This may be evidence of its total de-

pravity, or not depending somewhat upon
whether it is a crime or a virtue to advocate the
rights of the soldier.

Congress should lose no time in making the
necessary appropriation to enable Commissioner
Dudley to employ sufficient clerical force to set-

tle all the pending claims within the next year
or two. It will cost no more in the end and it
will be a blessing to the thousands of veterans
who, for want of the money that the Government
owes them, are forced to struggle on from day to
day in poverty and distress. Congress can no
longer afford to shirk such a grave and pressing
duty.

Senatob Ingalls deserves well of the surviv-
ing soldiers of the late war, and the widows and
children of those who fell in battle. To him,
more than to any other statesman, they are
indebted for the passage of the Arrears of Pen-

sions Act, and it has been mainly through the
gallant defense, of that measure, in the present
Congress, which he with others has made, that
the attempt to secure the repeal of the bill have
been thus far unsuccessful. But for his mag-

nificent generalship and unflinching courage,

Mr. Beck and the New York Herald might,
after all, have held a war dance over the grave
of the Nation's honor.

Senator Beck's theory seems to be that the
mere fact that a soldier applies to the Govern-

ment for pension is prima-faci- e evidence that he
is a swindler. Well, that lets out Mr. Beck, who
certainly would be a swindler if he applied for a
pension.

Suppose it had been announced on the floor

of the Senate twenty years ago that the pensions
of soldiers disabled in the service would not
begin from the date of their discharge. What
think you, Mr. Beck, would have' been the effect

on the Union armies? But, then, it is scarcely
fair to ask that question. Mr. Beck at that time
was doubtless thinking of pensions for Confed-

erate soldiers.
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On File.
The entire number of enlistments in the Union

service during the war was 2,666,999, and in the
naval service between 125,000 and 130,000. These

brave fellows fought their country's battles and
supported the dear ones left behind them for the
paltry compensation of fifty cents per day apiece.

They braved death in every form on the battle-

field, in the ditches, on the march, in prison-pen- s,

constantly in peril, yet never faltering in the face

of danger and all, as we have said, for the paltry
sum of fifty cents per day. At the same time
the millions who stayed at home were making

fortunes out of their necessities. The sleek con-

tractor wept when the war was over !

Of the grand array, 335,000 never came back ;

and think how many hundred thousands more
came back wounded and disabled! Well do we

remember the tears that welled up to the eyes

of the populace and the cheers that rent the air
when our dear invalids came home ! The Nation

adored its heroes in the days of tumultuous re-

joicings that immediately followed the close of

the war. Who at that period would have sup-

posed for a moment that twenty years later more

than two hundred thousand pension claims would

still remain on the files of the Pension Bureau
unallowed and unsettled?

Up to the present point in its session the Forty-seven- th

Congress has done absolutely nothing
for the soldier. On the contrary, two bills have

been introduced by and one by

an extreme Democrat for the repeal of the Pen-

sion Arrears Act, and Senator Ingalls has been

compelled to take the floor in defense of the act.

Even the increase of the clerical force in the
Pension Office, so vital to prompt action upon

the multitude of pending claims and so strongly

urged by Commissioner Dudley, has not yet been

authorized, although we cannot believe that
Congress will withhold its sanction much longer.

Surely the time has come for aggressive action
to secure those rights for which the soldier has
contended so long in vain. The estimates re-

cently transmitted by Commissioner Dudley to

the House of Representatives show that it will
cost $1,347,651,593 during the next twenty-fiv-e

years to pay all the rebellion pensions that may
be granted up to June 30, 1888, and the Mexican
pensions that may be granted at the end of that
period, and there are those who hold up their
hands in holy horror at the magnitude of the
sum, although the hugeness of the public debt
never gave them the least concern. The fact is,

that the total annual disbursement would at the
start only be $60,000,000 the amount is now
$28,769,967.46, (see Commissioner Dudley's re-

port for 1881, p. 14) whereas the surplus revenue
of the Government, over and above all ex-

penses, including the present pension list, is

in the neighborhood of $150,000,000 per year,
and even the New York Herald admits that
it is ample for all possible demands upon

the Treasury. Under these circumstances sound
public policy as well as justice to the soldier re-

quires that the pending pension claims should be

disposed of as speedily as possible. There can be
no justification for extending their adjustment
over a period of seven years when the ultimate
cost to the Government will be the same in any
case, and the available funds in the Treasury are
abundantly sufficient now to meet these obliga-

tions. Why should any soldier who is entitled
to a pension, and who has filed the necessary
proof in the Pension Office to substantiate his
claim, be kept out of his money, when the
bondholder's legal demands have been satisfied,

and the Government's surplus revenue is abun-

dantly sufficient for the purpose? The only
reason that the enemies of pension legislation are

able to give, is that " it costs too much," as if good

faith did not require the fulfillment of the Gov-

ernment's contract with the soldier just as much
as its contract with the bondholder ! Mr. Ingalls
put the question in its true light when he said
on the floor of the Senate last week :

"It is true that the sum is large, but who is
injured by it? Shylock gets his pound of flesh
and his drop of blood if he wants it. The inter-
est on the national debt is paid, the public credit
is sustained, the army and navy are supported,
and all branches of the public service of the Gov-

ernment are amply remunerated; and still, not-

withstanding all these exactions, an overflowing
revenue continues to pour into the Treasury.
Why shonld not this most sacred of all our na-

tional obligations be paid even if the sum is stu-

pendous? It does not go out of the country ; it
does not deprive the public creditor of what is
due him ; it goes to that class of people who keep
it at home to pay off the mortgage upon the farm.
It alleviates the condition of poverty, it saves old
age from distress, and instead of going abroad to
enrich those who are rich enough already, it re-

mains among the poor and needy to bless and
nourish and fertilize the whole structure and
fabric of society."

Something more is required of this Congress,

it seems to us, than that it should not undo the
work of its predecessor. The solemn duty is

laid upon it to make that work effectual by

hastening the present slow and uncertain process

of adjusting the claims that are now pendiDg in

the Pension Bureau. Every one of these claims

ought to be passed upon within the next two

years, and every one can be if the .Commissioner

is empowered to employ the additional clerical

force that is needed. The Government gains

nothing by delay, for under existing law the
pension dates back if the claim was filed prior

to July 1, 1880 to the day of discharge; or that
of filing the application in cases where the
claim was filed subsequent to July 1, 1880, while

the soldier suffers. Is it not a burning reproach

to the Republic that year after year its maimed

and crippled veterans should die in poverty and
want because the Government they fought to

maintain neglects to make provision for the pay-

ment of its debt to them? Would any bond-

holder submit to such injustice without a
protest?

Where Igrnorance is Not Bliss.
Senator Vance, of North Carolina, is another

statesman who ought to acquaint himself with
the practical working of the pension laws before

discussing them. In the Senate, last week, dur-

ing the debate on the resolution declaring that
the Arrears of Pensions Act ought not to be re-

pealed, Mr. Vance called the attention of Mr.

Ingalls to the statement in the Commissioner's
report that during the current year 34,119 invalid
claims and 23,014 widows' and orphans' claims

had been rejected and abandoned, and instanced
it as proof that a large percentage of claims were
fraudulent. The insinuation that these claims
were rejected on the ground of fraud or that be-

cause they were rejected the applicant was guilty
of making a fraudulent claim would be laughed
out of the Pension Office as simply a proof of the
author's monumental ignorance, but there are
thousands of people quite as ignorant (thugh
with more excuse) as Senator Vance, and for
that reason the assertion should not be passed
by unnoticed. For the benefit, therefore, of
Senator Vance and the public generally we take
occasion to say that these fifty odd thousand
claims were not rejected and abandoned on the
ground of fraud, but partly because of ignorance
on the part of the claimant of the precise proof
required by law and partly because of the im
possibility, by reason of the death or inaccess-
ibility of necessary witnesses, or like cause, of
completing in proper legal form the evidence
requisite to the estalis'ament of the claim. Not one
person in a thousand las any idea of the obstacles
which exist to the proving of a claim, no matter
what its merits. The regulations of the Pension
Office are all framed on the theory that the
claimant is not entitled to a pension. Nothing is
taken for granted ; and he is not only required
to prove every pointia his declaration by credible
witnesses, but by such a class of witnesses as the
Government may sweet. In the law courts he
would be permitted to choose any one of many
persons who might have a knowledge of the facts
to prove his case, but the Pension Office rules
accord him no such right. He must prove his
case by the particular officer or officers which
they specify or his claim will be disallowed.
The officers may be dead or their whereabouts
unknown to the applicant, how can the poor
soldier be expected to keep track of his regi-

mental officers for fifteen years after the termina-tio- n

of the war? but that is his lookout! The
Pension Office will reject his claim just the same,
and ignoramuses like Senator Beck will crane
their necks and gobble " Fraud ! Fraud !! Fraud !!!"

We cannot spare the space to print, as we should
like to do in this coanection, the requirements
of the Pension Office as to the personal testimony
with which a claim nust be supported, but we
venture to say there isn't a court in Christendom
where such hard conditions are placed upon the
suitor, or where indeed they would be tolerated.
The wonder is, not that so many pension claims

are rejected, but that any are allowed at all ; and

it may be said right here that but for the assist-

ance which the much-abuse- d claim agents are
able to render applicants in the way of in-

structing them as to what sort of evidence the
Pension Office requires, and ascertaining for them
the whereabouts of essential witnesses, many
thousands of our disabled veterans would be

still without their pensions.

It is true that row and then cases of actual
fraud are brought to light, but how few these are,
as compared with tie number of lona-fid- e claims,

is shown by the statistics of the Pension Office

itself, according to which but 156 pensions were
dropped for fraud, as against 27,396 allowed dur-

ing the past year ! Another point on which it
may be well to enlighten Mr. Vance, concerns

the subsequent fate of these rejected and aban-

doned claims. It is his impression for evident-

ly he has no actual information whatever on this
subject that the refusal of the Pension Office to
allow them disposes of them finally and forever,

whereas they can always be revived when the
evidence is at hand to satisfy the legal forms, or,

if the Commissioner refuses to reconsider them,
an appeal can '.be taken to Congress. Commis-

sioner Bentley gloried in the number of claims

that were rejected during his administration, but
even he was frequently forced to reopen cases

and reverse his own arbitrary rulings. Could he
have had his way, doubtless he would have com-

pelled the claimant to produce in evidence the
bullet that wounded him ! Nothing less, we are

sure, would satisfy Mr. Beck that he was not a
swindler, or what he appears to think even

worse a claim agent in disguise ! Thank heaven,

Commissioner Dudley believes in fair play all
round, and has brought about many important
reforms, of which we shall take occasion to speak
hereafter.

Regulab subscribers who receive extra copies

of The National Tribune will please distrib-

ute them among their soldier friends.

11St. Nicholas continues at the head of magazine
literature for young people. Nowhere is it ap-

proached, either on this continent or in Europe."
Canada Presbyterian.
February St. Nicholas now ready and sold

everywhere; price 25 cents; $3 a year. Sub-

scriptions may begin at any time.

The Herald's Falsehoods.
The New York Herald appears to have lost its

head completely. It actually had the monu-

mental imbecility to declare on Monday, in a
burst of frenzy, that "the Pensions Arrears Act
was not passed for the benefit of soldiers, but is

a contrivance arranged by claim agents, pension
lawyers, and an audacious and corrupt lobby at
Washington." The statement fairly bristles with
lies. Lie No 1 : That the Arrears Bill was not
passed for the benefit of the soldiers. Thousands
of the soldiers have got their money and are
enjoying the benefit of it. Who else could get
it, pray ? If they could not the Herald would
not want the act repealed. Lie No. 2 : That it
is a contrivance arranged by claim agents. Well,
they are not ashamed of it ; it was a righteous
measure, and The National Tribune urged
its passage. Senator Ingalls, however, was its
sponsor, and but four Senators voted against it.
Does the Herald mean to insinuate that the
Senators were bulldozed by a few claim agents ?

And does it not know that the latter under no
circumstances could receive any part of arrears
paid to pensioners? Lie No. 3: That it was
arranged by pension lawyers. Well, they must
be pretty smart fellows to outwit a whole Senate
full of lawyers. But does the Herald really sup-

pose that their opinions were considered at all
in the matter? It is an insult to the Senators
to intimate such a thing. Lie No. 4 : That it
was arranged by an audacious and corrupt lobby.
Not the least particle of evidence has ever been
produced in support of this reckless charge.
Who was to pay such a lobby ? Certainly not
the poor soldier; he had no money. Not the
claim agents ; they had no money to spare, either;
and besides, their interests were not at stake.
In fact, there was no lobby except that which
was inspired, by the then Commissioner Bentley,
and all the influence which he possessed was
exerted to defeat the bill. The simple truth is,
that it was public sentiment that compelled the
passage of the bill, and public sentiment is still
strong enough to prevent its repeal, no matter
how much the Herald may be given to lying !

The Cloud in the East.
Although the cloud in the financial horizon of

Europe seems at this distance no bigger than a
man's hand, it may yet obscure our own heavens
and bring us bad weather. There is no denying
that the money centres of the Old World have
been seriously affected by the collapse of the
Union Generale Bank and the consequent panic
on the Paris Bourse.

The Bank of England has advanced its rate
of discount to 6 per cent., a point approached
but once or twice during the last decade, and
still the drain of gold from her coffers continues.
During January $16)00,000 was withdrawn
from her vaults. Her example has been fol-

lowed, too, by the leading Continental banks,
and reports come thick and fast of mercantile
failures and the suicide of ruined merchants
and brokers. The failure of the Union Generale
alone has reduced hundreds, if not thousands,
of French families to poverty, and among the
victims are many scions of nobility. Even the
Count de Chambord is said to be a victim. So

far, the cable has furnished us with but meagre
accounts of the causes and effects of the col-

lapse, but there seems to be no longer any doubt
that the fall of the Union Generale was due to
gigantic frauds on the part of M. Bontou, the
president, and M. Feder, the manager of the
bank.

As yet the effects of the disaster on this side
of the water have been felt only on the stock
exchanges, where prices have been somewhat
depressed, and in the withdrawal of gold to the
extent of several millions for foreign account.
There is, however, an unpleasant possibility that
the necessities of the European markets may
compel a wholesale unloading of American
securities, in which event we should suffer
seriously. It is among the unfavorable features
of the situation that the condition of business
in the United Kingdom at the present time
is not such as to warrant the assurance that it
would survive any special strain. The troubles
in Ireland are at last having a bad effect on
general trade. The inability of the landlords,
in many cases, to collect their rents, has put it
out of their power to settle with the shop-

keepers, and many heavy failures have occurred
among the latter since the first of the year.
However, if the spirit of speculation, which
seems to have once more got possession of the
country, does not outrun all discretion, we shall
probably weather any storm which foreign
complications may precipitate upon us. There
is much greater occasion for alarm in the fact
that so much of our capital is being locked up
in new railroads and enterprises that cannot be
expected to pay dividends for some time to
come, and then only under the most favorable
circumstances.

If next season's crops should be up to the
average, the resources of the country will proba-

bly be equal to all demands upon them, but a bad
harvest might be attended with unpleasant conse-

quences. How much depends upon this, is
just now forcibly illustrated in the South,
where the shortage in the cotton crop has
involved many merchants in serious financial
embarrassments according to the reports of the
commercial agencies. In a word, this seems to
us to be a good time for the prudent mariner
to make everything snug and tight on deck,

whether the clouds in the horizon contain but
a cap full of wind or portend a genuine cyclone.

The Struggle with Monopoly.
Sooner or later the question of railroad and

telegraph monopoly is sure to take the place of
the old political issues, and the struggle between
the monopolists and the people will be fought
out at the polls. The obstacle which at present
bars the way to a successful agitation of the
issue is the lack of proper organization among
those who are disposed to espouse the interests
of the people. The monopolists have all the
money on their side and they control, directly or
indirectly, both political parties, so that at first
sight all the material advantages would seem to
be in their favor. It must be remembered, how-

ever, that every great reform that has been ac-

complished in this country has had just such a
formidable opposition to contend with and
has triumphed in spite of it. How few in num
bers and how weak in organization were the
early Abolitionists, and yet what vast results
attended the public agitation of the slavery
question which they brought about! A single
idea sown to the wind fertilized a whole conti-

nent! What has been may be again. It is true
that for the moment the people seem powerless

to wage a successful war against monopoly.

They have neither leaders nor a press, and Con-

gress turns a deaf ear to their entreaties. But
the spirit of revolt against the monster grows.

The seed sown by the Grangers is sprouting in
every direction, and although the sowers, for-

saking their own furrow for the devious trail of
the paper money heresy, have gone hopelessly
astray, there will be reapers enough to garner
the crop when it is ripe. What is wanted now,
most of all, i3 a definite plan of attack and
generals to marshal the army. Monopoly must
be fought in detail if it is to be fought
at all. To make wholesale war upon rail-

roads and telegraph lines is simply to invite
defeat. Before Congress can be expected to take
up the cause of the people, the latter must open

the campaign in their local legislatures. In some
of the States the battle has already been begun .

in one or two it has been already won. Strange
to say more has been accomplished in the South.

than in the North and West, owing, perhaps, tc-th-e

fact that the Southern legislator is as proud
as he is poor, and a stickler still for State rights.
We note, however, a growing disposition every-

where to curb the recklessness of monopoly by
stringent legislation. A bill is now pending in
the West Virginia Legislature which imposes the
most rigid limitations as to passenger and freight
rates upon the railroads which do business in that
State, and similar measures have been introduced
in the General Assemblies of other States. For
the time they may all fail of passage, but the pub-

lic sentiment which compels their introduction,
will be strengthened rather than weakened by
temporary defeat, and it will ultimately force
their adoption. To what extent the general
Government should exercise a control of the rail-

road and telegraph lines may be an open ques-

tion, but that some sort of limitation must be
put to their exorbitant exactions is too plain to
be disputed. Perhaps the establishment of postal
telegraphy in connection with our mail service7

in the near future, will open a way out of the
complications which at present hedge about the
question. Certainly a people which refused to-hol- d

another race in bondage will not long sub-

mit to be bound to the wheel of Monopoly.

Congressman Berry's bill, introduced in the
House last week, to make a Cabinet officer ineli-

gible to the Presidency for the term next suc-

ceeding his term of office, ought to be promptly
sat upon. It is, in the first place, an encroach-

ment on the rights of the people, in whom rests
the choice of a President. Why should they be
deprived of voting for the candidate whom they
prefer, simply because he has served the country
at the head of some Department? If Cabinet
officers choose to intrigue, let the President exer-

cise his prerogative and remove them. Recent
events are certainly not calculated to encourage
members of the Cabinet to use their offices for
electioneering purposes. In the second place, no
such bill ought to pass, because its effect would
be to deter the ablest statesmen from accepting
Cabinet positions. The desire to be President is
an honorable ambition, and no public man ought
to be compelled to make a choice between giving
up that or a place in the Cabinet Instead of
disembarrassing the President it would only
multiply the difficulties attending the formation
of a strong Cabinet.

Subscribe to The National Tribune, the
soldier's advocate and friend.

THE ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND MONU-
MENT TO GARFIELD.

Postmaster-Gener- al Howe has written the follow-
ing letter to the postmasters of the United States :

"The Society of the Army of the Cumberland
appeals to you for aid to procure contributions to
the fund for the erection of a monument at the
National Capital to the memory of James A. Gar-
field. I am sure no word is needed from me to
enlist your best efforts in behalf of such a cause.
By noble aspiration and tireless endeavor to pro-
mote the public welfare President Garfield had
achieved the highest honors of the Republic when
he had but little passed the noon of life. He fell
the victim to a malice so wanton as to be demoniac.

"A monument to him will attest the Nation's
love for his virtues and the Nation's abhorrence for
that inscrutable depravity which slew him. Such a
structure should not he stinted for lack of means.
The Nation is very rich. Let art exhaust itself on
invention ; let money leap to execute her designs.
I have but lately assumed official relations with
your corps. This is my first communication to you.
You are numerous, widespread, influential. You
will respond to the appeal of the Society of the
Army of the Cumberland, and your response will
show, I trust, that those who administer the postal
service of the United States are not the least patri-
otic nor the least capable of those who work for the
Republic."
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