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On the 8th of February, 1863. Major-Gener- al

Gordon Granger's corps arrived at Nashville by-boa- t

from Louisville. Its effective strength was
11.4S8 officers and enlisted men. The three di-

visions were commanded by Brigadier-General- s

A. Baird, C. C. Gilbert, and George Crook. Baird
and Crook encamped near Nashville and Gilbert
was posted at Franklin, where the Fourth cavalry
brigade, under command of Brigadier-Gener- al

Green Clay Smith, reported to him for picket
duty. Colonel John Coburn's brigade of Baird's
division, temporarily assigned to Gilbert, was
posted at Brentwood, midway between Nashville
and Franklin. General Granger's headquarters
were located at Nashville. Major-Gener- al Earl
Yan Dorn, commanding a cavalry corrjs about
8,000 strong, was encamped at Columbia. His
two divisions, commanded by Brigadier-General- s

Forrest and Jackson, consisted of two brigades
each. Forrest's first brigade of five regiments
was commanded by Brigadier-Gener- al Arm-
strong, and his second brigade, under command
of Colonel Starnes, comprised six regiments ; a
battery of artillery was attached to the division.
Jackson's division consisted of one brigade of
four regiments, under command of Brigadier-Gener- al

Cosby, another of five regiments com-

manded by Brigadier-Gener- al Martin, and an-

other under Colonel Whitfield, with a battery of
artillery. Early in February Yan Dorn crossed
Duck River and encamped at Spring Hill. His
pickets, thrown well forward, came in daily con-

flict with those of General Gilbert in front of
Franklin. On the 3d of March the following
dispatch was received at Franklin :

"Murfreesboro, March 3, 1363.
.ilrigadiiGeTifiraJCGjiLBEET,.

"The general commanding directs that you send
a brigade and a sufficient cavalry force to-morr- ow

on the Columbia pike as far as Spring Hill ; send
out a party from there toward Columbia and one
through to Raleigh Springs on the Lewisburg
pike. A cavalry force from here wiU communi-
cate with your party at that place some time
during the day after w. "We desire to
know what is in your front. Take a forage train
along. J. A. Garfield,

"Brig.-Ge- n. and Chief of Staff."
General Gilbert s troops being on duty around

the town, he deemed it most expeditious to send
Coburn's brigade, which was compact and ready
to move. Colonel Coburn was sent for and the
telegram placed in his hand. A copy of it was
given him for orders, and by it3 terms it left him
no discretion in case he met what appeared to him
to be a superior force, until he had tested its
strength and demonstrated his inability to obey
the order. Coburn's brigade proper, 1,845 strong,
consisted of his own regiment, (the Thirty-thir- d

Indiana.) Lieut.-Co- l. Henderson; the Eighty-fift- h

Indiana, Col. Baird; the Twenty-secon- d Wiscon-

sin, Col. Utley, and the Nineteenth Michigan,
Col. Gilbert. Col. Coburn was selected doubtless
on account of his known courage and ability as
a brigade commander. All the regiments com-

prised in his brigade had borne themselves well
in the numerous battles in which they had been
engaged. Gen. Gilbert, quick to seize every op-

portunity to obtain forage for his animals, sent
100 wagons guarded by the One Hundred and
Twenty-fourt-h Ohio. Six hundred cavalry from
three different regiments, under Col. Jordan of
the Ninth Pennsylvania, and a battery of artil-
lery were added to the brigade. On the morning
of the 4th of March, a clear, cool day, the column
moved out of Franklin with an effective strength
of 2,837 officers and men. On the previous day
Gen. Yan Dorn had advanced from Spring Hill
on a reconnoissance toward Franklin, and en-

camped for the night at Thompson's Station.
Simultaneously with Coburn's movement Yan
Dorn moved forward and his advance met Jor-
dan's cavalry about four miles out. The turn-
pike passed at this point through a rayine over-

looked on either side by wooded hills, not a
pleasant place for the head of a column to enter
without knowning what force was likely to be
encountered. One mile to the left the Lewisburg
road leading from Franklin entered the same
range of hills through another gorge. Yan Dorn
opened with artillery upon the halted column,
which at once deployed into line of battle, and

511ns responded to the confederate salu-1- 0

u. Joburn now threw three regiments for-- wl

the right, when the confederates fell
f ii in. Forrest made his appearance on the

? road, and the fact that there was a
: :e in his frontivry was apparent to every one.

" a .ied heights in his front, the fields on his
4ht u . m the distance, and the road to the left
r&nati with cavalry. Coburn sent back a
tower..-- - r with exact information as to the posi-- wl

to v iiich he received orders to send back the
rage fain. This was done, half the wagonsyg been loaded. Jordan was sent to the left
id Forrest fell back. Yan Dorn had a good
portucity to estimate the strength of Coburn's

,rrfin& he determined to draw him through

"TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."

WASHINGTON,

the gorge to the open ground beyond, where he
could more surely effect his capture. Relieved
of the long forage train Coburn felt more at ease.
He took out his orders and read them over. The
order to go to Spring Hill was imperative, and
he had thus far had no opportunity to test the
strength of the force in his front. He gave
the order to advance and the column moved
forward two miles, where it went into camp.
Strong picket lines were thrown out and most of
the command lay on their arms, but nothing
occurred. The sharp crack of a rifle along the
line occasionally broke upon the stillness of the
night. Two negro boys crept past Yan Dorn's
pickets in the darkness and came to Coburn's
camp at daylight, bringing information as to the
strength of the confederates. Coburn sent them
by a messenger to Gilbert, but he never heard
from them or the messenger again. There was
no force to be seen in front, and again the com-

mander consulted his orders. Spring Hill lay
beyond. ''I am going ahead,' he said to his
adjutant, Lieutenant Adams: ' I have no option
in the matter." At 8 o'clock the brigade ad-

vanced in close column, the cavalry in advance,
with a line of skirmishers extending about half
a mile on each side of the road. The advance-guar-d

took with them a piece of artillery. All
along the front the confederate skirmishers were
visible, retiring as they were pressed. The
country, hilly and mostly covered with woods,
was dotted with small farms irregular in shape
and extent. Two miles from camp an outpost
of cavalry was driven flying down the road
towards Thompson's Station, a mile distant. On
the left was a wooded hill, a cleared valley on
the right, with a range of hills beyond. The
gap through which Coburn inarched undisturbed
was lined on each side by a range of hills broken
into knolls and covered with a thick growth of
cedar. Through this gap the turnpike and rail-

road pass side by side. Emerging from it the
railroad bears to the right through an open space
a mile wide, and a mile further, in the centre of
the clearing, three hundred yards from the turn-
pike, is Thompson's Station. Beyond the station
is an extensive wood covering an elevation.

had. been Jo.
draw Coburn through the gap, and he had ac-

complished it. He now sent Forrest around by
the Lewisburg road and opened his artillery
upon the head of the column from the woods
on the right. Coburn accepted the challenge,
and at once ordered the Thirty-thir- d Indiana
forward : they cleared the woods on either
hand, while his battery, in two sections, one
on the right and the other on the left, were
supported by infantry, and a line of battle
formed at the point where the road entered
the clearing south of the gap. The Thirty-thir- d

and Eighty-fift- h Indiana were posted
on the right with two guns, one having been
disabled the day before, and the Twenty-secon- d

"Wisconsin and Nineteenth Michigan, with
three guns, on the left. The One Hundred and
Twenty-fourt-h Ohio was stationed a mile in the
rear, guarding the ammunition train. The cav-

alry was on the flanks. That on the left now
made a demonstration, which was followed at
once by a charge upon the station, under a heavy
fire of musketry and artillery, by the Thirty-thir- d

and Eighty-fifth-, under cover of their own
guns from the hills in their rear. The troops
moved forward steadily in separate columns by
divisions, and had nearly reached the depot when
a line rose up from behind a stone wall and
poured a destructive fire into their ranks. The
Indianians made a rush for the battery and the
confederates rallied around it. At this moment
Colonel Coburn was informed of a heavy force
passing by the Lewisburg road around his leit
flank. He now became convinced that he was in
the presence of an overwhelming force and at
once ordered his Indiana troops to fall back, in-

tending to retreat.
General Yan Dorn had been accurately in-

formed of the strength of Coburn's force. Jack-
son's division was dismounted and in position in
the woods in rear of Thompson's Station ; Forrest
on the extreme right, ready to hold his ground,
or advance, to fight on foot or on horseback, as
was his wont. "When Coburn's two regiments
began to retire, Jackson's men charged upon
them with loud yells, and pursued them to the
summit of the hill, where the Indianians rallied
and repulsed their assailants, driving them back
towards the depot, behind which they rallied.
"While these events were occurring upon Coburn's
right, Forrest ha'l pushed Freeman's battery
forward to a commanding position in front of his
left, and soon a heavy cross fire from both
batteries was playing upon Coburn's entire line.
The section of artillery on the left came lumber-
ing down the hill without orders, and soan came
a charge along the entire line. The ammunition
train was ordered farther to the rear. The cav-

alry disappeared from the field, soon followed by
the artillery, in spite of the entreaties of the
faithful adjutant, Lieutenant Adams, who vainly
strove to induce the officers to unlimber and
open upon the enemy, now plainly visible in the
road upon the left. Cavalry, artillery, and am-

munition train, together with a part of the
Twenty-secon- d Wisconsin and the One hundred
and Twenty-fourt- h Ohio, made good their escape
to Franklin. Four hours longer the conflict
raged. The Nineteenth Michigan changed po-

sition to the left to meet the charge of Arm-

strong's brigade, and with the remainder of the

--if
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Twenty-secon- d Wisconsin mef their assailants
and forced them back down thj&hill. Meanwhile
the Thirty-thir- d and Eightyfifth were hard
pressed on the right. Here Jackson's division
fought with desperate courage, but having no
bayonets, were again repulsed Yictory hung in
the balance. The battle -- fla of Armstrong's
brigade had been surrendered to the Nineteenth
Michigan. Colonel Earl, of she First Georgia,
fell at the head of his regiments Adj utant Wat
son, of Armstrong's staff, and lhe Chaplain of the
brigade, Mr. Crouch, acting aide-de-cam- p to
General Jackson, were both killed in the charge.
General Yan Dorn says, in his report: "Once
more, and for the last time, our brave troops
rushed up the now blood stain'ed eminence which
had been so long and obstinately contested, and
this time the enemy retired before them. King's
battery was advanced to the top and opened fire
upon the retreating line. Forrest had, by this
time, gained the'r rear and charged them, when,
after firing a few volleys, theythrew down their
arms and surrendered." f-

Colonel Coburn says: " The enemy, at length,
having been driven from our, front at all points,
and silenced our ammunition running low, and
the train having gone the brigade was moved
to the woods upon our right; and rear. Ffere
they met and attacked Forrest's division, which
had gained our rear by thev left, having come
through the gaps in that direction. General
Martin's brigade had also gained the rear of our
right. These forces occupied the entire opposite
slope of a deep ravine, whose precipitous sides it
would be difficult to ascend, The brigade was
formed in line, bayonets fixed, and all things
made ready for a charge, under a galling fire,
which cost us some of our Best men. The men

3.

would willingly have made the desperate venture
without a shot in their cartridge boxes. Nothing
remained but to give the word. I was now con-

vinced that a massacre would ensue to little
purpose ; that a few might escape, but the many
would fall or be captured in vain struggle for
life with unequal weapons. I ordered a sur-
render." j- -

Coburn lost in the engagement, 88 killed, 204
jvpmided ofpvhqm SSdjcrid :sjuirendwed
1,050 160 being taken on other portions of the
field. Yan Dorn lost 56 killed, 289 wounded,
and 11 missing. General Yan Dorn, in his re-

port, does full justice to the gallantry of Colonel
Coburn and his men.

The battle was fought within nine miles of
Franklin. Three batteries were engaged. For
five hours the roar of artillery filled the air, and
yet no attempt was made by General Gilbert to
investigate the cause of the disturbance. He
had received three notes from Colonel Coburn, in
each of which the exact condition of affairs was
stated. In the first, Coburn stated that he had
met and skirmished with the enemy, and that
they had artillery. In the second, that he had
repulsed a force of 2,000 to 3,000 cavalry, and
that they were moving around his left flank. In
the third, written at 7.30 p. m. on the night
before the battle, he stated explicitly the position
of Van Dorn's forces corresponding exactly with
Yan Dorn's report. He says: "A rebel force,
variously estimated at 1,000 to 3,000 cavalry, is
on the Lewisburg pike, two miles to our left.
The Second Michigan Cavalry is on that road,
about 200 strong. I think it quite important
that they should not be allowed to get to our
rear, but have not force sufficient to prevent it. In
our front, on a hill, and in a wood a few miles off,
the enemy seem to be in camp. I have no idea
of their numbers; negroes say they have infantry,
cavalry, and artillery."

This performance closed the military career of
General Gilbert. Congress refused to confirm
him a brigadier-genera- l, and from this time his
name disappears from history. His advent into
the army as major-gener- al was signalized by the
disaster at Perryville for which he was largely
responsible and closed with the loss of a strong,
ably-commande- d, well-organize- d brigade through
his failure to reinforce it. The following touch-
ing description of the sufferings of the brave
men captured by General Yan Dorn, is from the
pen of Colonel Coburn. If they had been caught
in the commission of crime they would not have
been treated as inhumanly in any Christian
country.

"After our capture we were marched to Co-

lumbia, Tennessee, and remained there during
the night and most of the next day, having very
little to eat, and that meat alone. The next day
we bivouacked in the woods and in the morning
received a small ration of bad bread ; this was
the only bread furnished us till we arrived at
Shelbyville, two days after. There we waited
one day before receiving a ration of heavy, foul
bread thanks to the Union women there ; they
courageously fed the famishing men, notwith-
standing the continued insults and threats of
southern officers and gentlemen.' We got, reg-
ularly, a small ration of meat. Two days' march
from Shelbyville brought us to Tullahoma. The
march was a terrible one, the rain fell in torrents,
the streams were swollen and very deep wading,
the water was chilling, and the night air cold,
as early March is in its most inclement moods.

"Arriving at Tullahoma at sunset, we passed
through the rebel army and by General Bragg's
headquarters, and were marched to a muddy spot
of ground, formerly used as a mule pen. upon
which were scattered some greeu oak logs for
fuel. There was no sheLter, nothing to sit upon.

NEW

no place for rest but the cold mud. There were
buildings and woods near by, but the men were
denied their use. There was dry wood to be had,
but it was also denied. The officers were put in
an old building, which sheltered them from the
pelting storm that had raged all day and con-

tinued through the night. A ration of raw meal
and meat was issued, but vessels were not fur-
nished in which to cook the meal, and it was
thrown away. Early we were started, without
food, for the cars. All overcoats, leggins, knap-
sacks, blankets, and extra clothing were taken
from the officers and men. I demanded to know
by whose order. Colonel McKinstry, provost
marshal, answered': 'By order of General Bragg
in retaliation to one of General Rosecrans orders
stripping Federal uniforms from our soldiers.'
I replied 'strip off every rebel uniform found on
us and I will not complain, but this is a coward-
ly and barbarous act. and the men engaged in it
deserve hanging.' I demanded an interview with
General Bragg, whose headquarters were within
200 yards, saying 'I believe it impossible that a
man of his standing would inforce such a brutal
order.' Colonel McKinstry refused, saying:
'General Bragg will not listen to anvthing."
The men, shivering and half starved, without
sleep or rest, were crowded into box cars without
seats, and filthy with manure, and started for
Chattanooga. On arriving there we were placed
for the night, without rations, in a large frame
building, just erected fr a hospital, and were
crammed in almost to suffocation. The next r"ay,
about noon, rations were dealt out to us in abun-
dance. We all remember the hard bread of
Chattanooga as our only feast in the Southern
confederacy. From this place we were conveyed
by rail to Knoxville, where for a few days the
Union people were allowed to bring provisions to
us, but the rebel citizens became infuriated at this
and the guards drove the Union people away.
We were then guarded in a muddy, open space,
where part of the prisoners lay, or stood, all
night, although there was shelter in abundance
near by, consisting of large sheds and depot
buildings. Here the exposure and cruelties of
our march began to tell fearfully on the men.
Some could go no further and were left; othera,
'Byttieir haggard looks and de'SeplFgaitptestified-tha- t

the hand of death would soon remove them
from us. Inexorable as the gallows that for
two years had stood by the railroad in the city
of Knoxville for the execution of Union men,
were the hearts of the rebel officers. From Knox-
ville we were carried to Bristol on the Yirginia
railroad. Here we were again turned off the
cars to lie down upon the wet ground, recently
overflowed by'a creek, although there was ample
shelter in the town in the large sheds near the
depot. Such was the brutality of the physicians
that they utterly refused to visit our sick men
here. All intercourse with the citizens was for-

bidden. We buried our dead and urged the sick
to drag along to a more humane community. At
this place we received a small ration of heavy flour
bread. We were taken thence by rail to Lynch-
burg, Ya., where many went to the hospitals and
not a few died. The men were marched to the
fair grounds and put into open sheds ; thence
to Richmond in box cars, in inclement weather.
The snow fell to the depth of eighteen inches ;

the trains were delayed. The men had not one
days' rations, and were on the road, some two
days, some four days, in broken and partially
open cars, without food or rest, and chilled
through. From these cars they were marched to
Libby Prison, and huddled hundreds in a room
without fires or light, like hogs in a slaughter
pen. Several died within half a day after their
arrival at Richmond. Many more followed
them in the next lew days. Neither food,
medical attendance, air, nor water, such as the
barest humanity would dictate, was furnished.
The iron -- hearted monsters who had charge of
the prisons had no regard for human suffer-
ing nor for human life. More than fifty men fell
victims in prison to the series of barbarities
inflicted upon us from Tullahoma to Richmond ;

others survived but a few days their exchange ;

many others were disabled for life. Had our
enemies given to those who fell by their cruelties
the deadly and instant cup of poison, itwould have
been a mercy compared to the treatment inflicted.
The season was bitter cold; not a window in the
room was closed with glass. Our food consisted
of a scanty ration of bread and of putrid starve-
ling meat, totally unfit for use, filling the room
with a foul stench on being brought in. In
addition an occasional ration of rice or black
beans was given us. No sugar nor coffee nor
good meat nor vegetables ever appeared as rations.
Two wretched blankets were given to each officer
and one to each man. They were lousy, filthy,
and fetid. The prison swarmed with vermin;
no opportunity was furnished to wash blankets,
not even soap and tubs in which to wash our
wearing apparel. We became unhealthy by the
use of the foul food and the filthiness of our
bedding. Scurvy, itch, erysipelas, inflammatory
sore throats, rheuniatisni, fever, lockjaw, delirium,
and death in its most horrid forms were the
results. The unrecorded catalogue of barbarities
must remain for the final account of the insatiate
monsters who gloat upon the anguish of defense-
less prisoners. Earnestly pleading for the privi-
lege, I, with other officers, was denied a visit to
the faithful and dying men who had followed us
during the war, though but the distance of ten
feet separated them from us. No intercourse
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was allowed. A list of the dead was refused,
though asked for in the most respectful terms.
The only account we have of them is from their
fellow-suffere- rs in the hospitals. Our imprison-
ment ended on the 5th of May.

" I have hesitated to add this list of atrocities
to the casualties of war and to record them,
against their perpetrators, but a sense of duty
compels me to expose the shameful and horrid
malignity of the traitors who have added to the
highest crime against their country the cowardly
and cruel tortures of savages upon their captives.

"John Coburn,
"Col. 83d Ind. Yol. Inf.. Com'd'g Brigade."

In December, 1S75, General Rosecrans wrote as
follows from his home in Nevada :

"My Dear General:
" Pardon a seeming neglect to return your very

interesting report of the part taken by your
brigade in the combat at Thompson's Station,
Tennessee, which I read attentively and with
interest. The recital shows the troops which
were captured, including their commander, fought
with great spirit and gallantry, and but for cir-

cumstances beyond your control would have
escaped capture and those horrible sufferings
wantonly inflicted upon them by their captors,
the mere reading of which would excite pity
and indignation in any noble and generous
mind. I am all the more deeply touched by it
because they were my companions in arms.
Accept for yourself and convey to those of them
you meet the tribute of my admiration for the
valor they displayed and of my sympathy for
the sufferings they endured for our country.

"Always your friend, W. S. Rosecrans.
" General John Coburn, Indianapolis."

THE G. A. R, AND SOLDIERS' PENSIONS.
The committee from the General National As-

sembly of the Grand Army of the Republic yes-

terday had a hearing two hours long before the
Senate Committee on Pensions. The committee
urged: First, the employment of additional
clerks in the Adjutant-Gener- al and Surgeon-General- 's

Offices to work on pension claims; sec-

ond, an appropriation for examining boards of
surgeons to be located at such points as the Com- -

--Eiissioner of Pensions may -- deem expedient-0- 1
necessary; third, to give the Commissioner of
Pensions authority to employ a staff of medical
experts in diseases of the eye and ear, and in
certain nervous diseases : fourth, the increase of
the force ofspecial examiners under the jurisdic-
tion of the Commissioner of Pensions; fifth, to
double the present force of clerks employed in
the Pension Office ; sixth,-t- o enact such legisla-
tion as may be necessary to give claimants or
their attorneys access to the records of the War
Department for the purpose ofprocuring certified
copies of the history of the service and hospital
record of claimants for pensions from the Adjutant--

General and Sergeon-General- 's Offices ; sev-

enth, to enact a statute making it perjury to
give false testimony against the soldier, the same
as it is now to give false testimony in his favor ;

eighth, the passage of the bill of Representative
Bingham, of Pennsylvania, granting a pension
of $40 per month to each soldier of the late war
who has lost a leg, an arm, a foot, or a hand, or
has suffered any equivalent disability from inju-
ries received in the line of duty. The Commis-
sioner of Pensions has been present with the
committee at these meetings and is in accord
with the purpose of their mission. The com-

mittee regard themselves not only as represent-
ing the Grand Army but every soldier who has
a just claim for a pension.

WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY,
The one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of

the birthday of George Washington, who now
lives as the chief figure in the heroic age of our
country, fell this year upon a day when nature
seemed to put on her gayest garb in honor of the
occasion. As the day has been constituted a legal
holiday in the District, Uncle Sam's offices and
workshops were closed, and there was a general
suspension of business in the city. The flag to
whose glory Washington contributed so much
floated gaily in the sunlight on the top of every
building. There was no general celebration of
the day. The District artillery fired a salute at
noon, the Oldest Inhabitants celebrated the day
in good old style at the City Hall, and the Wash-
ington Light Infantry Corps and the Capital City
Guards paraded in the afternoon.

Particulars continue to come in from the West
of the fearful storm which has been devastating
the region of country along the Ohio and Missis-

sippi Rivers.
Bridges have been washed away, railroads

submerged, steamboats sunk, and in the bottoms
of the Mississippi thousands of cattle, horses,
mules, and it is feared some of the people have
been drowned.

The Kings county Insane Asylum at Flatbush,
L. I., was burned the 21st. There were about
eight hundred inmates of both sexes in the
building, all of whom were removed in safety.

The chief of the railway, mail service has re-

ceived information from the West of the stop-

page of all mail communication on account of
the floods. A dispatch from St. Louis says that
since Sunday all trains to the West, North, and
South have been stopped. Also one from Cin-

cinnati to the same effect.
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