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The present Congress will fail in its duty
to the soldier should it neglect to pass an
Equalization of Bounties bill. The poverty
of the Government can no longer he pleaded
as an excuse for delay.

TJr io the present time the support of its
disabled soldiers and the widows and orphans
of those who fell in battle has cost the Gov- -

e neat in the neighborhood of $50D,0QQ,000,

.v about one-four- th of the amount
O0ft) it lias paid to its secured cred- -

;. bondholders. And yet there arc
i Senator Reck who profess to think

. Mrnt of its pension obligations
; i the Treasury and involve the
w idc-spre- ad ruin !

. 'i number of The National
'. ill contain, among other intcrcst- -

i i s, a complete description of our
"iiiigand publication building, illus--
" ;th a finely executed cut of the

; new press upon Avhich this journal
printed in the futnre.

' ths present death rate, the Govern-

ment is making money by delaying the' settle-
ment of the pending pension claims. It saves
one thousand dollars by the death of every
meritorious claimant, ten thousand dollars
by the death of every ten, one hundred thou- -

IT

Eand dollars by the death of every hundred,
and one million dollars by the death of every
thousand! And yet avc believe the senti-

ment of the. country is not in favor of letting
the Government speculate on its own dis-

honor.

Tile National Tiubune is pre-eminent- ly

a paper for the soldier's fireside. It is the
fearless and consistent advocate of all legis-

lation designed to advance-- his interests and
secure him in his rights; it publishes the
latest and most accurate information con-

cerning the status and prospects of pension

bills; it devotes a whole page, each week,
to the chronicling of Grand Army news of
the most interesting character; it contains a
special agricultural department, edited by
one of the most competent writers in the
country; its literary columns are filled with
the choicest poems, stories, and miscellane-

ous reading, and its splendid scries of mil-

itary papers is alone worth the subscription
price.

j-

Jtjwas one of the provisions of the general
law regulating army promotions, that no
ameer on being promoted from the ranks
sould draw the increased pay due him until
ao had been " mustered," which could not
Dccur until he had received his commission
!rom the War Department, and it was one of
die nnforscen results of Sherman's march to
tliesea, that, owing to the lack of communica-
tion with Wellington, many of the ollieers
created dnring that campaign never received
.heir commissions at all, and hence failed to
btain the increased pay of their rank, gh

forced as officers to piovidc their own
: is. The passage of a measure to pay
1 ints which officers in such cases clearly

$vtrl the Government ought to bo

uly advocated in the present Con-Tar- dy

justice is better than eternal

k next issue of The National
SK we will present an artistically
--d picture of General George S. Mer- -

lannumder of the Grand Army of the
.Mic.

Im;(irt:;nt Notice,
Officers and unlisted men having claims

igninst the Government for horses lost in
he military service during the war of the
ebellion should at once send their address
o this office. The question of legislation
iffccting tieir interests is now before Con-iro- ss

and we wish to bo able to make a
itrong showing when the proper time ayrives.
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Tho Js'atloiml Tribune.
Enlarged to forty-eig- ht columns and

printed from handsome new type by one of
the famous Scott web Printing and Folding
machines The National Tbibpni: presents
this week the appearance of a metropolitan
journal. In making these improvements,
which have involved an expenditure of
?ou,000, the proprietor has been influenced
by several important considerations.

In the first place, ho believes that The
National Tkibune has become a necessity
to the ex-soldi- of the Kepublic. The
daily press, where it is not openly hostile,
manifests a singular indifference to their
interests, and but for the vigor and skill
with which this journal has refuted the
slanders which have been sown by lead-

ing metropolitan newspapers throughout
the length and breadth of the laud,
the efforts that have been made to se-

cure the repeal of the Pensions Arrears
Act and defeat all prospective pension

legislation, might long ago have proved
successful. Eternal vigilance is the price of
Congressional justice to the pensioner as well

as liberty, and it was never so essentia! as

now, when tho enemies of the soldier are
active and aggressive and every proposition
for compensating him for his services in the
war is made the occasion of a fierce and
bitter struggle.

Among the measures now pending in Con-

gress, or that aje about to be submitted to it,
are many of the highest importance to the
soldier. Our National Assembly will be
asked, for instance, to make such an increase
iu the clerical force of the Pension Bureau
and the Surgeon-Gener- al and Adjutant-General- 's

Offices aswill insure speedy action
upon the enormous number of claims that
have accumulated on tho regular files,
and it is of vital consequence that this
appeal should be granted. Tik National
Tribune will faithfully voice the senti-

ments of our veterans in this matter, and if
it enjoys their cordial support it is confident

of ultimate success. It is also much to be

desired that Congress should enact a statute
making it perjury to give false testimony
against the soldier, so as to protect the latter
against the personal malice of witnesses,
and great interest is felt in the bill which
Representative Bingham, of Pennsylvania,
has introduced, to grant a pension of $-1-

per month to each soldier of the late war
who lost a leg, arm, foot, baud, or sustained
an equivalent disability in the service.

Without a public journal to set forth the
justice of these measures and continually
press them upon the attention of Congress

and tho country at large, the chances for

their passage would be slender indeed. It is
because The National Tin bunk has
become such a necessity to the soldier that
its proprietor has undertaken such costly
improvements, and he relies upon the active

of all as ho wwre the Blue to
extend its circulation, widen its influence,
and increase its usefulness.

In the second place, he has been impelled
to this now departure by the growing inter-
est in war literature and Grand A tiny news,
which is shared by many who took no part
in the late war. The close relations which
exist between The National Tribune
and its subscribers and the cxtent'of its cor-

respondence, covering as it does every section
of the country, give it such an advantago
over any other journal that it is able to
gauge public opinion in these respects with
unerring precision. In order to meet, the
wishes of its readers, arrangements have
been perfected fur the publication of a series
of brilliant military papers written especi-

ally for it by some of tlie most distinguished
officers of the Regular and Volunteer army,
and the first of these, from the pen of Gen.
Rosecrans, will be found in the present num-

ber. They will form a unique and most
attractive feature, and will alone be well
worth the subscription price of the paper.

In the affairs of the Grand Army Tin;
National Tribune has always taken the
most active interest, and nowhere can there
be found such a complete summary of the
news relating to that noble organization as
is contained in its columns. J t will endeavor
to make this department still more attrac-
tive in the future, and in tho present issue
will be found an admirable article from t lie

pen of the Commander-in-Chie- f of the
Grand Army, General George S. Merrill.

In conclusioait may not be out of place to

publish, as an indication of (he esteem in
which The National Tribune is held by
those whose esteem is worth having, the
following significant letters:

Editor National Tribune:
Send me The Nationa l Tr j bun j! to Law-

rence, Mass. The bold advocacy by Tin:
National Tribi-ni- : of the rights of the
soldier elicits my hearty appioal.

Keep on as you haw begun, and do not
consider your Aoik accomplished until every

lisoldicr who is entitled to a pension recehos
it, and every soldiers widow and every sol
dier's child are piovided for by the Govern
ment.

Gico. S. Merrill.
Any paper which champions the cause of

the pensioner or the applicant for pension,
who, having in the days of '(jl. to '(hi neer
stopped to count the cost iu blood, suffering,
limhor life, dislikes now to hear so much
discussion asto how much it will cost the
Government to be as honest with its de-

fenders as it is with its bondholders any
audi paper is welcome, doubly so, in my
library. You till that bill. Send Tin:
National Tribune to

J --vies Tanner.
Collector of Taxes, Brooklyn, N. Y.

(Once a corporal.)

Also the following extract from a letter,
inclosing nine subscriptions, from J. J. Lyon,
of San Francisco, Secretary of the California
Veterans' Home Association:

"Had not my official duties been more
tlnui doubly taxed, I would have Been able
to have sent you many subscribers. As it
is, I learn that others are getting up clubs,
and I hope your list will be largely swelled
from this coast.

"Yours truly, J. J. Lyon."

tyn53flRiBE to The National Tiubune,
the soldier's advocate and friend.

The Grand Army.
Elsewhere in 'these columns Avill be found

an exceedingly interesting paper on the
Giand Army of the Republic by Gen. Mer-

rill, its Commander-in-Chie- f. The organiza-

tion needs no prais-- from our pen, yet one can

scarcely refrain from pronouncing a panegyric
upon it, so strongly does it appeal to all the
nobler feelings. How it warms the blood to

think that the tie which binds together this
great body of patriots w:is riven on the field

of battle; that the brotherhood which so dis-

tinguishes it is the outgrowth of a common

love of country! There are those, we are
aware, who think that it should be disbanded,
and urge as a reason that its tendency is to

perpetuate the memories of tho war and keCp

alive the embeis of sectional hale. In every

National Encampment, they fancy, also, that
they see the adroit, hand of the politician,
and they are constantly seeking to discover
some ulterior purpose in (he management of
the Order. It is perhaps not worth while
even to note the existence of such suspicions,

shared as they are by those only who are
cithe? absolutely ignorant of the origin and
objects of the organization or malign it know-

ingly. Still, it affords an opportunity to point
out that, glorious as was, the record of our
soldiers in the war, it eclipsed by their
achievements since. The history of the
world does not afford another instance of
such a transformation as took place when
our vast armies were disbanded and hun-

dreds of thousands of veterans left to strug
gle, single-hande- d, with Poverty, the most

relentless of foes. It is to their eternal honor
that they confronted this new enemy with
the same dauntless courage that they dis-

played upon the field, and laying aside the
rifle and t'hc sword took up again tho rusty
implements of trade with as little commo-

tion as if they were but returning to the
workshop after a summer holiday. By way

of contrast, imagine for A moment what
would happen if by smic strange freak of
diplomacy England, France, Germany, Rus-

sia, and Austria should mutually agree to
disarm and the immense standing armies of
Imropu should lie simultaneously disbanded.
Thrust upon the world with no profession

but that of the soldier, unskilled in the
trades and umerscd in the arts of life, they
would be as helpless as a baud of savages

turned loose in a strange city, nor could any-

one foretell what horrid social convulsions

not

Jet

might not attend upon preservation of the Union. pub-th- e

nbounds in lie debt shall have paid b.f. as it will
terrible of the demoralization ' at no day, in accordar.ee with our
AAhiih Aar has wrought in as '

financial policy, there will be end of our
Ave.ll as conquered nations. We may be sure
that then, nutre than ever, emigration from the
old world would seek the new.

Happily no disturbance of industrial or
social conditions attended the disbanding of
our oavu great armies. The country had i

need of their labor when the war ended as it
had need of their valor while it lasted, qnd
they, on their part, we have said, carried
into the Avorkshoj) and the wilderness the
same pluck and energy and persistence that !

Avon the day at Appomattox. The Grand
Army to-da- y is as much an embodiment of
good citizenship as it is of military prowess,
and-i- f it perpetuates the memories of the j

Avar it is that tho younger generation which
is coming on may learn that patriotism is
not the cold, liftbss sentiment that it seems
to be in the piping times of peace, but the
force preservative of all national life, the
most precious heritage of the past and the
only sure guanantce of the future. Upon its
rolls should be the name of every veteran.
Every man who Avore the Blue in the
struggle for the Union should be found iu ua
ranks. Comrades in Avar, they should be
comrades all iu peace, cherishing no bitter
recollections of the strife and nursing
small resentments, but happy simply to pre-

serve tho brotherhood of tho camp, to keep
alive the old attachments, and see that the
sacred fire on the altar of patriotism is not
extinguished. Some day the Grand Army
of the living Avill have reinforced the army
of the dead, and other hands will strew the
flowers, upon the nameless graves, but its
fame, like the rose in the desert, Avill smell
sweet and blossom in the dusL.

A Vital
At the Kite of progress it will re-

quire ten years to settle all the
claims now on file. The total, according to

tho latest reports from the J 'elision
is upwards of riii(),OI,'!), and new claims are
being filed at the rate of t,fi(K) or more per
month. Commissioner is doing his
utmost to expedite the woik of the office, but
the meagreness of the appropriation at his
command contracts his He has at
present between six and seven hundred clerks
and woik for twice that number. Ho is em-

barrassed, too, by the fact that the force in
the offices of the Adjutant-Gener- al aud ral

iu not sufficient to the
mere manual labor demanded of it. The
work of searching the reports to verify a
claimant's military and hospital record isono
of great difficulty, owing to lack of proper
indexes, and consumes much more time than
might at first thought be supposed. The most
oxpert cleik cannot complete the rocqidsof
more than three soldiers per diem, and there
is no Avay of hastening the dispatch of busi-

ness except by increasing the force.
The responsibility, therefore, for the exist-

ing delay in tho adjudication of pensioji
claims clearly rests Avith Congress, Avhich

alone has power to the necessary
increase of clerical force, and it cannot hope

evade tho issue. Should it fail to make
the'desired appropriation, its inaction Avill be
equiA'alent to a declaration of indifference as

when the soldier receives his due. We
do not believe that Congress is Avilling to be
placed iu that attitude before tho
Certainly neither House can aflbrd toshiik
its duty in the matter.

If Congress, however, is for the moment
indifferent, the people are not. They have

not forgotten the services which entitle these
2ty,(Ki0 claimants to the support of the Gen-

eral Government, and it is by their wish

that ibis support has been so long
Stoutly as they have upheld the doctriue
that the public debt should be paid to the
uttermost farthing, they have never placed
the rights of the capitalists who invested
their money in the gold interest-bearin-g

bonds of the Government above those of the
patriots who risked their lives in defence of
tho Union, and they are not now preparal
to the latter be neglected while the for

their precipitation When-th- e

local communities. History been
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mer are so well protected. VTe are not dis-

posed to under-valuef- he aid which our own

and foreign capitalists tendered the Govern-

ment at a time when tho issue of the Avar

was still problematical and the resources of
the Tieasury were taxed to the utmost to

meet the heavy drain upon it. P.ut for

their readiness to accept the notes of the
Government, the latter would have been
forced to lay ruinous imposts upon the wealth
and trade and industry of tho country, and
the unhappy conflict might have been pro-

tracted some years longer. They are entitled
to receive dollar for dollar the money they
loaned on the strength of the Nation's prom-

ises to pay, and tltc country could better
alToid to submit to a special tax than not to

observe good faith with them. But at the
same time it should not be forgotten that
the transaction was of. a purely business
character, and that in order to negotiate its
securities, the Government offered the most
templing inducements to investors, accept-

ing its own depreciated currency at face value
in payment for its bonds, while stipulating
to pay them in gold, and guaranteeing a'high
rate of interest. There is not a capitalist in
the country that wouldn't jump now at such
an opportunity for investment, and we have
lately seen that even at ?A per cent, interest,
United States bonds find plenty of takers.
The obligation to pay the public debt, while
sacredly binding upon the country, is one,

therefore, of a business nature solely, and
quite free from any sentimental considera-

tion.

Far different is it with the debt which is
owing to tho soldier. No selfish motive
entered into that compact. Patriotism of

the most exalted type was the inspiration
which prompted the response of the Ameri-

can people to the call for volunteers and

impelled them to offer up their lives for the

obligations to the bondholder, but money

c;m never recompense the soldier for his
sacrifices. By its magic touch, it is true, king-

doms have been treated and empires over-

turned ; it has proved an open sesame to the
favor of kings and the friendshipof statesmen.
J)ut it cannot bring back the dead to life or
make the cripple a hole. I i ow small and con-

tempt iblc it is, then, to let the so'dier Avait

on crutches at the door of the Treasury for

the settlement of his claim, while the fat

and prosperous bondholder is paid upon the
spot! ,

But to double tho force in the Pension
Bureau Avill cost a good deal! Yes, it will.
You can figure it out for yourself, Mr.

Congressman, and you will find that to
employ 1,1 530 clerks, for one year, will cost

just twice as much ;is )7." clerks for the same

period, but not a cent more than to employ
G73 clerks for two years! It is simply a

quest iou whether you choose to spend the
money m once or dole it out iti small sums
from year to year and thus keep the claim-

ant waiting as long as possible. If there be

anything approaching economy indeed

aught save parsimony of the meanest sort
in the latter course, we fail to comprehend
it.

Let us sec: The first shot of the rebellion
Avas fired in '01. Those who wcro in their
prime then, by this time, if they have
survived, must be in their old age. If it

takes ten years to settle the pending claims,
some of the claimants will, long before that
time, have filed their papers in another
world, Ahere justice is less tardy than in

this. Will Congress, through sheer neglect,

let this appeal be taken? We should be

loth to admit it. It would be the crowning
disgrace of the Republic, and we do not
believe that the public Avill allow it to lie
consummated. Congress must face this issue
squarely and fairly. If concerns the comfort,
and pei haps, even, the very existence of
thousands, and its consideration has been,
delayed too long all eady.

Tho Common SoWiior.

As Time casts its glamour over the battles
of tho Avar, the achievements of its great
generals stand out Avith increasing brilliancy,
while the heroism of the common soldier is
seemingly forgotten. Our military histories
abound in descriptions of deeds of gallantry
performed by favorite officers, but a few co'.d
sentences suffice to record the fact that the
eflectivo strength of the contending armies
was so many thousands each; that such a
number Avere killed; so many Avounded; so
many taken prisoner, and so man' reported
missing. .Yet the world never saw such a
spectacle as the courage, the daring, and the
endurance of the common soldier afforded in
every campaign from Bull Run to Appo-
mattox. His was the danger Avilhout the
compensating hope of distinction, the suffer-
ing Avithout the sustaining thuuglit of pro-

motion, the baptism of fire without the ex-

pectation of grateful remembrance. In the
eyes of his commander he ceased for the
moment to be indiA'idually of more account
than the poor pawn Avhich theskillfu chess-

player throws away to secure some tempo-

rary advantage on the board. What mat-

tered it if, sent out to reconnoitre or dnuv
the enemj-'- s fire, he Avas shot down by the
first volley? In the economy of Avar a few
soldiers, more or less, do not affect the result
of a battle. Of what consequence was it

that the relieving guard found the sentry
dead at his post with a bullet through his
heart? He was buried where he fell. "Who

thought of proclaiming a new hero, when
every sortie had its perils and every skir-

mish its emergencies? It is the soldier's
part to obe' orders, whether they thrust
him into the jaws of death or summon him
to victory.

Yet Ave fancy that all through that long
and bloody struggle the heart of the Nation
beat iu unison with that of the common

soldier, rather than his illustrious generals.
The thoughts of our sweethearts jmd avIa'cs

were Avith the brave fellows in the trenches,
on the march, and in the thick of the fnry,

rather than with the great commanders who
from some safe point of observation directed
the movements of the armies, and though
history can spare no page upon which to

record their individual achievements, the
.memory of their sublime devotion Avill long
be cherished in the hearts of a grateful
people.

We arc glad to note an improvement in
this respect in the military articles which
appear on the fust page of the Tribune--.

Subscribe.
It is not Avith any feeling of reluctance

that avc invite subscriptions to The Na-

tional Tribune, for its interests are iden-

tical Avith those of onr ex-soldi- and sailors
and their widoAVsand orpi!:in.,nud by swelling
its circulation they can the more surely ob-

tain from Congress the rights for Avhich they
have been so long contending. The Na-

tional Tiubune has already struck some
telling blows for them, and as its circulation
increases its pOAver and i:i:!ufncc must nec-

essarily be enlarged proportionately. In its
present shape it is worthy to rank in point
of general excellence Avith any weekly jour-

nal in the country, Avhile its special features
make it indispensable to those avIjo wish to
keep posted on these matters. Its columns
contain, in addition to the general ucavs of
the Aveek, presented in the most attractive
form, the choicest literary metier poems,

stories, and miscellaneous articles prepared
especially for the home circle; the latest and
most interesting intelligence collected from
every section of the country concerning
Grand Army affairs; reports of the proceed-

ings of Congress, and especially of debates
upon measures affecting the interests of the
seddier; trenchant and fearless editorials on

questions of national importance, and a series
of brilliant military articles, contributed by
some of the most distinguished officers of the
Avar. Published as it is at the Capital of the
Nation it enjoys unusual facilities for sup-

plying early and accurate information touch-

ing matters before Congress aud the Depart-

ments which the daily press, as a rule, either
merely outli nes or ignores altogether. Its rolls
already contain the names of subscribers in
every State and Territory in the country,
and its edition this week Avill reach one
hundred thousand copiis. It should find a
welcome, howeAer, in every home that was
represented in the Union Army, and its list
of subscribers should include the name of
every ex-soid- ier and sailor. We appeal to
our present subscribers and to all Avho may
receive a copy of this journal to lend us their
aid in extending the circulation of The
National Tribune. Send in the names
either singly or in clubs, and help the
Tribune to fight the good tight and keep
the faith for the thousands Avhose ser
vices in the rebellion still remain unre-

quited by this great and prosperous Govern-

ment. The subscription price, at present, is
only one dollar per year a mere trifle in
comparison with the quantity of valuable
information and entertainment which it
supplies each week to its readers.

NotAvithstanding the increase iu the size
of thcTttim nk the subscription price Avill

be continued until tho 1st of July at oue
dollar per annum, at which time we hope
to have a subscription list large enough to
continue it at that price. With a list of one
hundred thousand subscribers among ox- -

ooIdiers,TiiENATloNALTRiBUNE,pul,lishcd j

at tho Capital gf the Nation, will be able to
wield a powerful influence upon legislation
in their behalf. Let every suliscriber send
us an additional name, and that number Avill

soon be reached.

Tho TuIInlicMiui Campaign.
The graphic sketch of the campaign

alluded to in a letter written by Gem nil
Garfield to Secretary Chase, published else-

where, and recently unearthed by the New
York n, although written two weeks before
the appearance of the Garfield letter, Avill be
read Avith interest, as it relates especially to
the charges brought against General Bose-cra- ns

of unnecessary delay in his movements
during the period referred to in the letter.

The brief campaign which resulted in
the occupation of all Middio Tennessee by
the Army of the Cumberland in tho sum-

mer of lc'iilJ, occurring as it did simultane-
ously Avith the capture of Vicksburg by the
forces under command of General Grant, has
never been accorded its fair degree of promi-

nence among the great strategic movements
of the Avar. Battle reports filled Avith lists
of killed and Avomnled had Avhctied the in-

herent taste for blood Avhich lies dormant in
mankind, a'nd which no degree of cultiva-
tion ever Avholly obliterates, ca-c- u in the
most enlightened peoples' of the earth. Like
the old lady who regretted the loss of her
sigllt because ahe could no longer enjoy her
murders in tho Aeekly paper, so tho people
at home viewed the dislodgment of the enemy
from an almost impregnable position, when
unaccompanied by the clash of arms, the
roar of artillery, and. the charge upon the
imminent deadly breach, as tame and unin-

teresting. The dislodgment of General
Bragg from the strongly-intrenche- d camps'
at Tullahoma and Shelbyville, causing his
enforced retreat beyond the Tennessee BtA-e- r

by General Kosecrans, escaped public atten-
tion, and was thus eclipsed by the pyro--

i .

Av

technics of Vicksburg, and the surrender of
Pemberton to General Grant, who for tj.ght
months had been operating against his in-

trenched position. The reader avBI not fail
to notice in the following sketch of the Tul-laho- ma

campaign by. General Rosecrans how
his broad and enlightened of the plain
duty of his army to hold Bragg from rein-

forcing Johnston's succoring army in rear
of Vicksburg rendt ed the capture of Vicks-

burg possible. An earlier movement re-

sulting in the retreat of Bragg to Chatta-
nooga would have sent 2,1,000 veteran troops
by rail to reinforce Johnston, increasing his
array to 50,000 men, which, Avith Pcmbcr-ton's- ",

would have outnumbered Grant's army
more than 10,000. Such a result would h.i e
been favorable to a brilliant campaign by
General Rosecrans. With such a detach-
ment from Bragg the Tullahoma ca'raigu
could have been folloAved immediately by an
ad wince upon Bragg's communications south
of Chattanooga simultaneously Avith the ad-

vance of Burnside into East Tennessee from
Kentucky, rcsultinginthehastyeA-acnatio- n of
Chattanooga or the capture of the remainder
of Bragg's army. That he resisted th im-

portunities of the War Department and the
neAVSpapcrs until the Army of the Tenn- - s- - re
had so far completed the investment of Vi ks-bn- rg

as to render its surrender a foregone
conclusion, that he denied himself tm op-

portunity to gain a brilliant victory wl.ea
within his grasp throngh a loyal sf n.-.-e of
duty to his country, and by so doing crow ncd
the broAV of a ri-a- l department comman lr
with the laurel Avhich he might have Avcrn,
is matter of history.

The occupation of Mnrfreesboro by the
Army of the Cumberland as the resit of
the battle of Stone River, caused the retreat
of Bragg's army south of Elk RiA-c- r, whence
it Avas ordered back to Tullahoma by Gen-

eral Joseph E. Johnston.
The Army of the Cumherlan'd had grown

during the five months of comparative inac-

tivity from 75.000 to 1G0.0G0, distrib , ed
from Bowling Green, Kent u ky. to Murlrecs-boc- o,

Tennessee. The returns for M:ij ilst
show present for duty, equipped, a "iTi

infantry, D,G71 cavalry, and 1.1". an . 'y.
Total, 81,006. The army had been '.i

into three corps: the Fourteenth, commanded
by Major-Gener- al George IL Thomas, the
Twentieth, under Major-Gener- al A. Mi D.

McCook; and the Twenty-Firs- t, under
Major-Gener- al Thomas L. Crittenden. 'I b se
organizations, which were intended for

operations, numbered on the Jnh .f
June, present for dutj equipped. 40,7 ! in-

fantry, 1,457 cavalryT 3,I)T5 artillery, s 1 h,
Avith the cavalry corps under comm:i I of
Major-Gener- al David S. Stanley, snid ti.e
pontouiers, engineers, and signal '- -,

6,b.0tl strong, constituted an ariny f.r te
purposes of an offensive campaign, of VJ --

1 1.

Independent of this force Avas the r tao
corps, 12,575 strong, under Major-Gerer- al

Gordon Granger, and the garrisons at N . lle,

Gallatin, Clarksville, and Fort I.nt
During the occupation of Murfret oTiro

it had been strongly fortified and fitted . r a
secondary base which, unless great pn-nr-

existed for its presence in the front, av.is to
lie occupied by the reserve corps.

The Army of the Tennessee, under com-

mand of General Braxton Bnigg, encamped
behind entrenched Avorks at Tullahmifa an i

Shelbyville, had an effective total at the
same date of 52,855, divided as follow.
Serena infantry, 13.0ftJ cavalry, and --v.-7

artillery. Besides these, i,'J71 Avere on e . t ra

duty, making a total present for duty of
57,S-6-

.

Months of time and the highest engim er-i- ng

skill were used in making the work tn
front of Tullahoiua and Shelby ville impreg-

nable. The two infantry corps were
by Major-Genera-ls Polk and Il.irdee.

Abie cavalry leaders in the persons d
Wheeler, Forrest, Wharton, Pegram, ,.u I

Armstrong, commanded the cavalry. Van
Dorn had fallen, on the fth of May, n .is

he Avould have Avished to fall, a victim at rho

shrine of Venus instead of Mars. Pea- - e to
h is ashes; he Avas hrae, honest, and elm

Against these forces, strongly fortifi d m
positions of their own choosing, General K. ie-cra- ns

advanccd,m strategical rather thin on
sanguinary thoughts intent, ou the mot rung
of the 2;kl of June. The campaign In ' i
and ended in the midst of a storm. Tho
sterile uplands of the region through h
he passed consist of a thin crust of clay a ith
a subsoil of quicksand. For a retreating
army it Avould have been a slough of des.-.-

sixty miles in width, but to a buoyant aim,
on the eve of a eanrpaigu, it Avas simply a
damper upon their ardor. The intra ry
waded cheerfully through mud up to th. r

knees, and but for the necessity of as.-.--, ung
the artillery across deep morasses, mid light-

ening the supply trains, by carrying tlmr
contents Ahere horses and mules had all
they could do to flounder through unim-
peded, they Avould lm'e cared little for tho
inclemency of the weather.

Kqiiu ligation of IiiMintie.i.

Several bills providing for the equaliza-
tion of bounties, differing' only in detail?,
are now before Congress, action upon a hn h
is being vigorously pressed by The .

The measure is oue tho
justice of which cannot be doubted, :"d m
some form or other must sooner of later be-

come a law.
If the ex-soldi- of the country Avill only

extend to us their and support
by sending their subscriptions increasing our
circulation, Ave can do much towards hasten-

ing the passage of one or the other of the
bills noAV under consideration. We hope to
hear from them concerning the matter.

During the month of February 3,140

certificates for pension Avere issued by Com-

missioner Dudley.

Subscribe for The National Tsibuss.


