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In forwarding his subscription for The

National Tkibtxe from Lawrence, Mass.,

Gen. Gco.S. Merrill, Past Commander-in-Chi- cj

of ihc Grand Army of ihc llcpnblic, says:

The hold advocacy of Till-- : NATIONAL
TRIBUNE of ihc rights of the soldier elicits my
Jitarly approval. Keep on as you have begun,
and do not consider your work accomplished
until every soldier iclio is entitled to a pension
receives it, ami every soldier's icidow and every
soldier's child arc provided for hy ihc Govern-

ment. Signed) Geo. S. Meeuill.

Immediately after his election as Commander-in-Chi- ef

by the Grand Encampment General

Vandcrvoort forwarded to The National
Tribune the following strong endorsement:

"Washington, D. C. June 21, 1882.

I cordially approve of the endorsement given
by Past Commander-in-Chie- f MrJvill.io JCnj3

National Tin hunk. I consider it the ablest
paper devoted to the interests of ihc soldier pub-

lished in ihc country. I earned!y , commend it
to all comrades of the Order.

Paul VanDervoobt,
Commander-in-Chie- f, G. A. li.

Noav that harvest is over and threshing

has begun, money will soon be flowing freely
from the business centres to the agricultural
districts, and Ave hope our readers will sieze

the opportunity; to make a vigorous canvass
for new subscribers. By the close of the
year the circulation of Tjte National Tei-BUN- E

should, at least, be 100,000.

"We feinted in the last number of The
National Tribune a letter from an Illi-

nois subscriber, who said, among other
things: "One week ago to-da- y I sent you a
subscriber for a year who is not a soldier
and neither is the writer of this. But your
paper is such as the soldier and all who are
anxious that justice and equality should
rule this Nation ought to read." No belter
evidence than this could be desired of the
esteem in which The National Tribune
is held by the general public or the influence
which it is exerting throughout the country
in behalf of our ex-soldi- and sailors, and
if the latter will take as much interest in
extending its circulation as our civilian cor-

respondent the day is not far distant when
it will be able to secure all the legislation
"which they need.

Some of our ex-soldi- ers and sailors, having
reaped the benefits of the Arrears act and
bein in regular receipt of their pensions,

seem to think it is no longer any concern of
theirs how soon the unsettled claims of their
less fortunate comrades are adjusted or what,
indeed, becomes of them. Such indifference

we might say selfishness is alike shame-

ful and distressing. Our pensioners should
esteem it a pleasure, as well as a duty, to

contribute in every way possible to the wel-

fare of those whose rights have not, as yet,

received proper recognition, and the least

they can do is to subscribe and canvass for

The National Tkibune, to whose faithful

and persistent advocacy of the soldiers' in-

terests they are largely indebted for the con-

sideration which they have received at the

hands of Congress. They should take pride

in extending its circulation, as the surest way

of making their influence felt in National

affairs, and demonstrate to the politicians

who are continually seeking to procure the

repeal of the pension laws that they are

united in their opposition to all such propo-

sitions and know how to wield their power

effectively. As it is, it is a common thing to

hear the statement in the Senate and House

of Representatives, that our soldiers them-solv- ee

TCgard the present pension system as
a honey-combe- d with fraud," put forth as a
reason for the repeal of the Arrears act, the
posting of the pension lists, and the passage

of other measures designed to deprive them

of their rights and all because they are so

indifferent to the assertion of their real opin-

ions and the exercise of the influence which

they actually possess. If they would induce
Congress to take a more active interest in
pension legislation, they must take a more

active interest in it themselves.
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The Fraud Cry

We surrender a considerable portion of

our space this week to a report of the recent

debate in the Senate over Mr. Beck's propo-

sition to placard the pension-list- s at every

post-offi- ce in the country and advertise them

in the newspapers. The speeches of Senators

Plumb and Logan quite exhaust the subject,

and it is not likely that the Senator from

Kentucky, with all his audacity and shamc-lessnes- s,

will venture to renew his proposi-

tion during the life of the present Congress.

We could wish that these speeches were as

sure of being read by the public generally as

by those of our ex-soldi- and sailore in

whose special behalf they were made. If, as

was shown during the discussion that pro-

voked their delivery, some of our leading

Senators are but poorly informed concerning

the workings of our present pension system,

and by reason of their woeful ignorance un-

reasonably prejudiced against it, it is scarce-

ly to be expected that the public at large

should be thoroughly posted in regard to it,

and the lucid and accurate statements of

fact contained in these speeches could not

fail to remove whatever popular misappre-

hension may exist on the subject. Nothing

could be more damaging to the interests of

our disabled soldiers than the impression

which Senator Beck and men of his stripe

have endeavored to create that pensions aud
pension claims are largely fraudulent, and
every' possible means ought to be employed

to dissipate it. With those who possess

some practical knowledge of the way in
which the operations of the Pension Bureau
are carried on, this hue and cry about pen-

sion frauds cannot possibly have any effect,

but unfortunately there are many thought-

less people in every community who are

ready to lake up and echo the cry without
stoppiug to ascertain whether there is any

basis for it. It is because of the mischief

that may be thus done through well-meani- ng

but irresponsible persons that the course

pursued by Mr. Beck merits such general
contempt and reprobation. Mr. Beck knows
perfectly well that the charges of fraud
which he flaunts in the face of the soldier at
every opportunity are utterly without found-

ation, but he proclaims them with as much
boldness as if they had been established in a
court of justice. If our readers will turn to

the report of the Senate debate, printed on

another page, they will see for themselves
that he was not able to bring forward any
proof whatever of the truth of his allegations,

but contented himself with insinuations and

inuendocs. It is true that he quoted
Bentlcy as authority for the

statement that fraud exists in the pension

service, but, as Senator Plumb showed by
Mr. Bentley's own admissions, the percentage

is so small as to be scarcely appreciable.

Indeed it could hardly "be otherwise, for

there is no Department of the Government
where the proving of claims is hedged about

with such limitations and safeguards against
deception as the Pension Bureau, and the

additional powers conferred upon the Com-

missioner by the present pension bill may

be said to exhaust all known legal resources

for the discovery and prevention of fraud.

If these powers are properly exercised it is
inconceivable that any bogus pension claim

should escape detection.

But the truth is that when it comes to the

actual sifting of evidence and the examina-

tion of the real facts concerning these al-

leged frauds, the conclusion is irresistible

that they are very few in number and that
in many cases the charges have nothing bet-

ter to sustain them than iopular rumor or

suspicion. As both Senalois Plumb and

Logan toopains to point out, there are

many persons of apparently good health now

drawing pensions from the Government,

who, in reality, are constant sufferers from

their wounds and liable to die from the

effeets of them. It is natural, perhaps, that
the casual observer should say "such and

such a man must be a fraud, for he looks as

well as 1 am " and we have no doubt that
in thousands of cases the charge of fraud has

no better foundation than this superficial

examination but everybody knows that
such evidence is worthless, since a surgical

examination may reveal the existence of the

most serious injuries. It should be remem-

bered, too, that only in a certain limited

class of cases is there any possibility of fraud

being practiced. Where the military and
hospital records of a claimant are found to

sustain the allegations of his affidavit, there
is no room for fraud, although, even then,
by reason of some technical error the pen-

sion may not be allowed. As was well said
by Senator Logan :

" la the case of a man who has his arm or
leg off, an eye out, or a hand off, or a linger
off, or who has lost a loot, or any thing of
that kind, it is only a question of rating.
That is fixed by the law. That class of pen-
sioners are noL frauds, for the record in the
War Department shows the wound; the cer-
tificate of discharge shows it. Hence there
is no necessity for investigating it except so
far as the rating is concerned. Then there
is another class; there is a class of pension-
ers who were discharged during the war for
disability incurred in the line of their duty.
The record in the War Department shows
that fact and the certificate of the surgeon
corroborates it. Then, if the disease con-
tinues, an examination of the surgeon shows
a continuation of that disease. That is not
a fraudulent pension and cannot be."

In fact, the only class of cases in which
fraud would naturally be looked ior i3 that
of persons who became diseased after leav-

ing the army and who, although tracing
their disability to service in the war, are
without a hospital record: and the few
cases besides where bogus soldiers' widows
and orphans may be in receipt of pensions.
Practically the possibilities of fraud are very
much more limited than most people might
suppose, and if the public at large were but
thoroughly acquainted with the workings of
our pension system they would give no more

heed io the vague and specious slanders of
such soldier-hater- s as Senator Beck than to

1 the chattering of a magpie,

An Important Hill.
An interesting discussion a full report of

which will be found elsewhere took place in
the Senate on the 20th iust. in regard lo the
House bill relieving soldiers of the late war
of the charge of desertion when incurred
through no intent of their own. The occasion

for the passage of such a measure is much
greater than the general public in all proba-

bility imagine, although the number of per-

sons which it will benefit is perhaps not more

than six or seven thousand. When the war

ended there were mairy soldiers who, having

"enlisted for the war," returned to their
homes without waiting to be formally mus-

tered out; there were others who, by reason

of wounds or disease, were unable to be

present when their comrades were mustered

out; some, it will be remembered, when their

regiments were ordered to the Mexican and

Indian frontiers on duly other than that for

which they had volunteered the suppression

of the rebellion refused to go; still others,
for various reasons, were absent from their
commands when their term of enlistment
expired, but afterwards returned and con-

tinued in active service until the close of

the war. None of these were deserters in

the popular sense of the word, yet all were so

marked on the army records and as a conse-

quence were debarred from obtaining pen-

sions under the provisions of existing laws.

The injustice to which they were thus sub-

jected is self-eviden- t, but perhaps the cita-

tion of some special cases will make it still
clearer. Senator Cockrell mentioned one

of a soldier who slopped at his father's house

for a few minutes, as his company was pass-

ing through Cincinnati, and failing to reach
the landing in time to take the same boat as

his comrades, followed them as quickly as

possible to Louisville, only to find on his
arrival there that the company had just
been mustered out and he himself marked
down as a deserter. Senator Dawes in-

stanced a case still more intolerable. Said

he:
A soldier, as honest a man as ever lived,

died within sight of my own home who
served through two enlistments and had in
his pocket two honorable discharges; but
during his first service, when confined by
sickness in a hospital, he was unablo to
reach his regiment before, his furlough ex-

pired, but :ts soon as he was able to reach
iiis regiment he went back and served
through the Avar, but was recotded a de-

serter. He had an honorable discharge,
and served during the war and

brought homo to his family two honorable
discharges, aud when disabled he applied for
a pension here and labored for six years to
get his case considered in the Pension Bu-

reau, and when it was reached there ap-

peared before him a charge of desertion,
which went upon his record two years and a
half before he ended his servico, of which he
was absolutely ignorant, as he was absolute-
ly innocent, and it was impossible for him lo
get over that charge, and he died with it over
him.

In the majority of cases the victims were
unaware that there was any stain 'upon
their military record until they came io
apply for a pension and found their applica-

tion denied on the ground that they were
charged with desertion. They had been

conscious of no direliction of duly, having
faithfully served out, as they supposed, their
full term of service, and it is a reflection

upon the patriotism of Congress that they
were not long ago relieved of the stigma so

unjustly placed upon them. As Senator
Plumb well said, the instinct that led thc3c

men to go back to their homes at the close

of actual hostilities without waiting to be

formally mustered out, "was equally as

honorable as that which led them to enlist
in the first place, and distinguishes the citizen--

soldiers of the Republic from the hire-

lings of despotism."

It is very late in the session, but we sin-

cerely hope that Congress will not adjourn

without passing this bill, the justice of

which is so manifest and the occasion there-

for so urgent.

Our 1'oroign 1'olicy.

The recent action of Admiral Nicholson,

at Alexandria, in notifying the Egyptian

authorities that if the forts opened fire on

him he would fire back, and afterwards in

landing a force of marines in the city for

the purpose of assisting the British Admiral
to restore order, has become a subject of
discussion on both sides of the water. The
London newspapers praise his conduct in

the highest terras, and contrast it with the
behavior of the Austrian, Italian, and French
commanders, lo the latters' decided disad-

vantage. Indeed, the voluntary part taken
by the little American detachment of one

hundred marines in helping the British
forces lo put a slop to the looting and incen-

diarism which followed the bombardment,
seems lo have aroused in England a feeling

of gratitude and appreciation of pretty much

the same sort as was manifested on this side

of the ocean when Queen Victoria and the
entire English nation united with us in
deploring the :issassi nation of President
Garfield. It is impossible not to feel a littlo

elated over this unexpected tribute on the

part of the mother country to the pluck and

manliness of our marines, and it recalls the

days when the prowess of our navy was tho

theme of admiration in every port, but we

are not sure that from the stand-poi- nt of

public policy there is not more to find fault

with than to approvo in the attitude Avhich

Admiral Nicholson has chosen to assume in

the Egyptian imbroglio. So far as can be

learned, he acted entirely on his own

responsibility; and although, in the absenco

of instructions, he did what he conceived to

be his duty under the circumstances, he has

ineffect made tho United States a party to

the policy pursued by England. It has not
transpired whether or not any provocation
was given by Arabi Pacha for the threat
which Admiral Nicholson uttered concern-

ing his intention to return the 'fire of tho
forts. If no provocation was offered, it was

certainly an entirely unwarranted virocced-in- g

onhisparL; and even if ho had reason

to believe that he would bo lired upon, it

was not much better than a piece of brag-

gadocio, considering that he had abundant
time to take a position with the ships of the

other neutral Powers beyond the range of

Arabi's guns, and that in any event his
armament was not heavy enough to have
inflicted any damage upon tre Egyptian
forts. Looking at the matter in a practical,
common-sens- e light, it is difficult to avoid
the conclusion that Admiral Nicholson was

more rash than brave.

As for the lauding of a company of ma-

rines, after the bombardment, to do police

duty in the city, while we do not suppose
for a moment that any international compli-

cations are likely to result from that step, it
must be admitted that it was also an entirely
unauthorized and extra-offici- al proceeding.

In assisting the Americans in Alexandria to
leave the country, Admiral Nicholson com-

pleted the mission on whickhe was ordered
to Egypt, aud the British operations for the
reduction of the forts aud the

of the power of the Khedive were in
no respect his concern. It was his duty,
unless otherwise ordered by the Government
at Washington, to have followed the exam-

ple of the representatives of the other
neutral Powers, and held entirely aloof
while the British forces undertook the resto-

ration of the status quo in Egypt. In a

official sense, it seems to us, that he has laid
himself open to a formal reprimand at the
hands of the Secretary of the Navy, and he
has certainly afforded an opportunity to
Congressman Robinson, of New York, the
notorious Auglo-phobis- t, lo bring forward a
resolution of inquiry into his conduct.

And yet, while from a diplomatic stand-

point Admiral Nicholson has unquestion-

ably made a big blunder, we cannot help
thinking that, from the stand-poi- nt of na-

tional patriotism and universal humanity,
ho has reflected honor upon his country.

There are times when the duty of preserving

life and property is paramount to all others,

and there seems to be no doubt that the aid

which he rendered in putting an end to the
massacre of helpless people and the wanton

destruction of property in Alexandria was

of the most effective character and proffered

at the most opportune moment. We do not-believ-
e

that the peace of the country is ever
likely to bo jeopardized by such a procedure
as that, and we are very certain that it will
be a large gainer thereby in the respect and
esteem of other countries. It is well to
avoid foreign entanglements, but we trust
the cause of humanity will never appeal lo
tho Stars and Stripes in vain for succor.

Tho March or the IJailway.
The railway development of the United

States is something enormous, and the official

figures are calculated to make our slower-goin- g

British cousius suspicious of our
veracity. According to the statistics of
Poor's Manual the recognized authority on

railway construction in this country nine
thousand three hundred miles of new road
were built last year and nearly four thousand
miles more during tho first six months of
the present year, giving us a total mileage
on the 1st of July of about one hundred and
nine thousand. Add the fact that this is
about double the mileage reported in 1S70,

and it will be admitted that the word
"enormous" is the only adjective that
properly describes our railway development
during the past decade.

Under certain circumstances this extraor-

dinary activity in railway construction
would be a cause for grave anxiety touching
the financial welfare of the country. The
panic of 1873, it is well known, was pre-

cipitated by the locking up of immense
sums of money in new lines that could not
possibly earn dividends at the start, and
whose securities, therefore, could not be con-

verted into cash except at a ruinous sacrifice.

Jay Cooke's collapse was but a natural con-

sequence of this stato of things. Severely
as he was censured at the time he was not
more culpable than thousands of other men
who seek to make their fortunes by antici-

pating the growth of the country. No ono
now regards the Northern Pacific Railroad
as a wild-ca- t scheme, and despite the ridicule
that was heaped on the sanguine corre-

spondents who "wrote up" tho climatic
advantages of the country through which
it had been surveyed, no one any longer
questions the fact that it bisects the greatest
wheat belt in the country. Nevertheless,
over-constructio- n of railways is just as much
lo bo dreaded now as then, and if the de-

velopment of the last year aud a half had
been solely or even chiefly of a speculative
character there would at this moment bo

grave reasons for anticipating another finan-

cial crisis in the near future. As a matter
of fact, however, a very small percentage of
this development can be regarded as forced.

Tho Jew lines that have been opened, or are
at present building, were for the most part
projected to meet an existing demand for

transportation facilities, and havo played
the part of valuable feeders to the main
arteries of travel. The South and South-

west havo been tho scene of tho greatest
activity, and railway enterprise has not more

than kept pace with the industrial and agri-

cultural growth of those sections. At the
time that tho Union Pacific railway was
opened it was thought that it would answer
all the demands for transcontinental trans-

portation for the balance of the century,

but time has already shown that to be a
fallacy and the year 1900 will undoubtedly

see four aud perhaps five independent lines
to the Pacific in profitable operation. What
wo failed to take into account ten years ago

was tho necessity which would spring up for

lateral roads, stretching out like vortebraj

from the spine of the continent, and knitting
it together in a homogeneous civilization. The

same causes which havo operated to make

Denver the centre of a north and south rail-

way system will undoubtedly continue in
force until as fine a web of railways has been

siun across the great plains, of the West as

now connects the valleys and mountains of
the East. It must be remembered that '

emigration is no longer the slow and nncer- - j

tain thing it once was. The "ship of the
desert," the canvas-covere- d wagon of the
settler, has given place to the snorting loco- - j

motive, and the foreigner who lands at
Castle Garden, to-da- y, a wecK nence may ue

located in his new home on the furthere3t

limits of our civilization. When one con-

siders that since the 1st of January of the

present yenr nearly, if not quite, halt a

million of immigrants have reached our

shores, it is not difficult to find a satisfactory

reason for the wonderful railway develop-

ment that is taking place in the West.

And after all we have scarcely begun to

test the capacity of the country to sustain a

great population. The Northwest is still
comparatively an unknown region ; the In-

dian still hunts at will over a portion of our

domain that some day is destined to be
thickly peopled, and no one can foresee how
many States the Federal Union will num-

ber when we come to celebrate the
of our independence. It is inevitable

that for many years to come the railway

should be the largest consumer of our sur-

plus capital, and while Ave must expect to

experience occasional financial embarrass-

ment as a result of this fact, the general
effect must be to increase enormously the
Avealth and productive capacity of the
country. Our one hundred and nine thou-

sand miles of transportation lines are not
only typical of tho greatness of the Re-

public but the guarantee of its future
prosperity, and so long as railway extension
keeps pace with immigration Ave shall be
able not only to feed ourselves, but the world.

Tho Cost of Living.

The steady advance in the price of meats

and, for that matter, all the necessaries of
life has begun to attract the serious at-

tention of our social economists, and the
daily papers teem with suggestions as to the
best methods of cheapening the cost of living.
No one seems to be able to giA'e a satisfactory
reason Avhy prices should continue to go up,
in the face of the fact that lasl winter Avas

very favorable for herding operations in the
West, and pasturage this season has been
unusually rich and abundant, and the public
are generally inclined to charge it all to the
manipulation of the market by the big specu-

lators. But whatever the cause, it is certain
that in the big cities of the East, at the
present time, roast beef occupies the place
of a luxury on the tables of the poor, and
that persons in comfortable circumstances
even have been forced to consider the expe-

diency of resorting to a vegetable diet. It
is but natural, perhaps, that those who have
been accustomed to breakfasting on a tender
beefsteak and dining on a juicy roast should
regard it as a great hardship to be deprived
of their standard sources of nourishment,
but as a matter of fact there is little doubt
that many Americans are extravagant in
their consumption of meats, and during the
hot weather at least would be physically-benefite- d

by partial abstinence. We speak
noAV, of course, only of such 'rsous as do

not earn their living by manual labor. Our
farmers, mechanics, mill operatives, and all,
indeed, who are usually included in the
laboring class require more substantial
nourishment than those Avho are engaged
in literary occupations, and with them meat
is as much a necessity in summer as in
Avinter. Nothing can take its place. The
principal obstacle in the way of the suc-

cess of an anti-beef-eati- ng movement, Iioav-eve-r,

is not so much the fondness of our
public for a meat diet as the inability of
American cookery to provide a palatable
substitute. The ingenuity which Europeans,

and especially the French, display in making
savory dishes out of the cheapest and poorest
materials is in this country sadly lacking.
We do nottmean to say that our methods of
preparing food are unwholesome, or that our
tables are not as Avell provided, so far as sub-

stantial dishes are concerned, as those abroad,
but simply that our housekeepers, as a rule
are familiar Avith the art of cookery in its
rudest form only, aud lack the skill to prepare
those delicious soups, salads, condiments and
pastries which are to be had for a mere trifle
abroad, aud are seen there on tables AA'here roast
meat is almost an unknown luxury. Variety
is the spice of life according to the old proverb,
aud there is nothiug to Avhich it applies so

aptly as to cookery. It is a Avell-knoA- vn fact
that even the dainty flesh of tho partridge
palls upon the appetite in a ver3' short time,
and there are few, avo imagine, Avho Avould

care to dine on corn beef and cabbage threo
hundred and sixty-fiv- e days in the year. But
it is not only variety that is Avanting on our
tables, but palatableness in the dishes fur-

nished. Even in our crack restaurants it is
a rare thing to find the Aregetables properly
cooked. They are nearly always overdone
and lack their distinctive flaA-o- r as if, in-

deed, they had all been boiled in the same
pot along Avith tho pork or the beef. If the
adA'ance in tho price of provisions should
induce our housekeepers to mako a serious
study of the possibilities of scientific cookery

it Avould be a public blessing; and that,
perhaps, is what they Avill be forced to do

sooner or later. Already much good has
been accomplished through the schools of
cookery established in Ncav York, Boston,
Philadelphia, and other leading cities, at
AA'hich poor girls receive practical instruc-

tion in the art of preparing wholesome and
nutritious dishes from cheap materials and
especially in those economies of the kitchen
Avhich the knoAvledgo of how to utilize
" AA'asle" makes possible but the field is still
but poorly occupied. There are plenty of
schools at which our young Avomen mny
acquire a knowledge of needlework, but the
opportunities for obtaining skilled instruc-
tion in the art or science of cookery for it
is both arc few and far between. Yet it is

just ai important that our girls should be

trained in the duties of the kitchen as that
they should be taught how to sew or em-

broider. It should not be beneath the ambi-

tion of any American lady to be able to
correct the . mistakes of her cook, and, if
need be, do her own cooking.

So far as the present emergency is con-

cerned, AAe see no Avay of effectually meeting
it except by voluntary abstinence from the
use of meat on the part of those from whom
the demand now principally comes, namely,
the middle and upper classes. Eventually,
of course, prices wiU fall back to their former
level. There is no longer any doubt as to
the character of the harvest this year. It
far exceeds the original estimates, and pro-

visions must inevitably cheapen as soon as
the crops ar marketed. Our grain surplus
may not prove to be as large as it was two
years ago; but, on the other hand, the ex-

port demand, OAving to abnndant harvests
abroad, is likly to be much lighter, and
lower prices are sure to prevail all round by
the close of the year. The fear has some-

times been expressed that the same condi-

tions of life might be developed here as now
exist abroad Ioav wage3 and high prices

but there cannot be any cause for serious ap-

prehension on that score so long as we con-

tinue to build railways at the rate of ten or
fiften thousand miles per year and develop
our area of producing territory at an equally
marvellous rate. Centuries must elapse
before the demands of our population exceed
the productive capacity of the country, and
nntil then America is likely to bo in the
eyes of the rest of the Avorld a land flowing
Avith milk and honey.

SENATOR FERRY.

Comrade Pond's Reply to the Attack of the "Grand
Army Journal."

The following letter explains itself:
Quincy, Mich., July 21, 18S2.

Editor National Tribune:
Tho soldiers of Michigan havo this week

been grossly insulted and tho insult comes
from that medium of greatest power tho
press. I ask, as a A'eteran soldier, as a member
of that grandest of all Orders, the " Grand
Army of the Republic," and as one Avho de-

lights in being a citizen of the patriotic "Pe-
ninsular State," that you will afford a brief
space in your best of all soldiers' papers, that
this insult may be rebuked. There comes to
me this Avcek and to other soldiers in Michigan
a paper published in Washington, July loth,
1332, called " The Grand Army Journal," and
claiming to bo a represcntatie paper of our
Order. On the first page of this fraud are
seA'en columns of abuse of one of tho best
friends to tho soldier Michigan claims as a
citizen. This friend is the Hon. Thomas W.
Ferry, U. S. Senator for twelve years, and sure
to be sent back to his seat this coming winter
for six years more. It makes no difference
in one sense Avho the author of tho scurrilous
artielo is, the attack is upon the friend of the
soldiers, first those in Michigan, then wherever
in our land they may be knoAvn as men Avho

fonght for the old flag.
This mud-slingin- g, scurilons article is intend-

ed to affect the soldier votes of Michigan in tho
coming campaign, and to defeat, if it were
possible, tho return of their friend Thomas W.
Ferry to tlia Senate of the United States. This
is not the movement of Democracy against Re-

publicanism, or rice versa; neither party wero
ever guilty of so contcmptiblo and false an
attack upon each other. It is tho work of a
loAV-bre- d viper, JavIiosc sting is intended and
does penetrate the heart of veteran soldiers,
because it stabs their friend. Not only is tho
Michigan soldier insulted in the article refer-
red to, but the Grand Army of the Republic is
placed in a false position before tho public
The National Tribune is our recognized
organ, and the so-call- " Grand Army Jour-
nal " is a fraud Avhen it claims recognition at
the hands of our Order. This fact let The
Tribune tell its 100,000 G. A. R. readers, that
they be not misled. Here in our Michigan
homes we know tho falsity of this wicked
attack upon a man Ave love to honor. In somo
States ho may not be so well knoAvn to our
comrades, and to set them aright in judging
of the men who represent us in the Senate, wo
ask The Tribune to assist.

Trusting you Avill fully understand and ap-

preciate the feelings of the soldiers of tho
peninsular Stato in this gross attack upon Mr.
Ferry, and that they are justly aroused, and
have a claim upon your always generous free-

dom of space granted in your columns,
I remain fraternally yours,

C. V. R. Pond,
Past Junior Vice Com.-iu-Chie- f, G. A. B.

POLITICAL NOTES OF THE WEEK.
Tho Democratic Stato convention of Ohio

met at Columbus on the 20th and nominated
Hon. John W. Oakey for supreme judge, J. W.
Newman for secretary of State, and Henry
Weihlo for member of tho board of public
AAorks. The platform demands roform in tho
civil service, denounces the assessment of
public officials for political purposes as tho
most insidious danger besetting a free govern-

ment, and Avhilo fa'oring a reduction of taxa-

tion condemns tho favoritism of the present
Cougress in attempting to reduce taxes on
articles which Avill benefit the rich only.

lion. Alexander H. Stephens has been nom-

inated by tho Georgia Democratic State con-A'enti-

as Governor of that State, and bis
election is generally conceded.

The Democratic convention for tho thir-
teenth district of Illinois nominated William
M. Springer for Congress.

The first district Democratic congressional
convention at Burlington, Vt., nominated
Lyman Redingtou, of Rutland.

The Texas Democratic Stato convention
completed tho nomination for Stato officers
by the selection of Marion Martin for

comptroller, W. J. Spain
commissioner of the land office, W. C. Walsh ;

treasurer, F. C. Lubbcck; attorney-genera- l,

John D. Templetou.
Louis C. Latham was nominated for Con-

gress by tho Democratic couAcntion of tho
first North Carolina district. The Republican
convention for the second district disagreed
Tho colored voters have a largo majority in tho
district. James E. OTIara, colored, Avas nom-

inated by the bulk of tho colored delegates.
Hon. Orlando Hubbs, tho preseut Representa-
tive, Avas declared renominated by the chair-

man of tho couA-entio- It is stated that both
Avill run.

Aaron ShaAV, of Olnoy, 111., formerly a mem-

ber of Congress, Avas nominated by tho Demo-

crats of the sixteenth congressional district on
tho 355th ballot.

Tho Mississippi Stato liqnor prohibition
convention met at Jackson. Twenty-fiv- e coun-

ties Avero represented by 93 delegates, many
colored. W. L. Nugent for president and
other officers Avero elected for tho ensuing
year. Eighteen delegates Avero elected to tho
Chicago national coin'ontiou in August.

Representative Uolman Aas renominated by
the Democrats at LaAYrenccburg, Ind,


