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OBJECTS OF THE GRAND ARMY.

The objects to be accomplished by this organi-
zation arc as follotrs :

1. To preserve and strengthen those kind and
fraternal feelings xchieh bind together the sol-

diers, sailors ami marines who united to sup-

press the late rcliellion, and to perpetuate the
memory and history of the dead.

2. To assist such former comrades in arms as
need help and protection, atid to extend needful
aid to the widows and orplians of those who
have fallen.

3. To maintain true allegiance to the United
Stales of America, based upon a paramount re-

spect for and fidelity to the National Constitu-
tion ad laws, to diseountenaiiec whatever tends
to weaken loyalty, incites to insurrection, trea-

son or rebellion, or in any manner impairs the
efficiency and permanency of our free institu-
tions; and to spreul universal liberty, equal
rights and justice to all men.

In forwarding his subscription far The
National Tribune fromlMwrcncc, Mass.,

Gen. Geo. S. Merrill, Past. Conmanikr-.in-CJe- f

of the Grand Arms of the Republic, says:

The bold advosacy of The NATIONAL
TRIBUNE of the rights of the soldier clieils my
hearty approval. Keep on as you have begun,
and ko not consider your work accomplished
until every soldier who is entitled to a pension
rfveives it, and every soldier's widow and every
soldier's child arc provided for by the Govern-

ment. (Signed) Geo. S. Merrill.

Immediately after his election as Commander-in-Chi- ef

by the Grand Encampment General

Vandervoorl forwarded to The NATIONAL

Tribute the following strong endorsement:

Washington, P. C., June 24, 1SS2.

I cordially approve of the endorsement given
by list Commander-in-Chie- f Merrill to TllE
National Tribune. I consider it the abh st
paper devoted to the interests of the soldier jiub-lishc- d

in the country. I earnestly commend it
to all comrades of the Order.' Paul VanDehvoort.

Commander-in-Chie- f, G. A. It.

The National Tribune is the only
journal in tlie country which can be de-

pended upon to supply full and accurate
information concerning everything that af-

fects the welfare of the soldier. Its careful
reports of all Congressional debates in which
the merits of pension bills are the subject of

discussion; its answers to correspondents in
regard to all matters pertaining to pension
claims; its interesting record of Grand Army
events in every portion of the country; its
brilliant series of war sketches; and its de-

scriptive articles concerning prison life at lle,

are features of Tup: National
Tribune which are not duplicated, by any

other-- newspaper, and which must give it
a special value in the 03 es of every soldier.

At one dollar per year the poorest of our

comrades can afford to subscribe for it

That the Egyptian crisis would have a
disturbing effect upon European politics

was from the first a foregone conclusion, and

the resignation of the French Ministry upon

the refusal of the Chamber of Deputies to

grant the war credit asked for is doubtless

but the forerunner of other complications

that may yet transfer the scene oi military
operations from Egypt to the Continent.

Russia has already shown a disposition to
antagonize the Turkish policy of England,

apprehensive of the effect which a Turco-Britis- b

alliance might have upon her eastern

interests, while Germany is constantly on

the watch to checkmate any military move-

ment that France may bo inclined to make.

The Sultan's position is equally ambiguous.

He coquettes with ATabi Pacha at the same

time that he assures the Powers of his
determination to support the Khedive with
an expeditionary force, and meanwhile time

slips by and leave s the question apparently
no nearer a settlement than at the outset.
The only thing that is certain is, that
England is dispatching her troops to Egypt
as rapidly :is possible and will soon be in a
position to establish a protectorate there if
she sees fit. The people of the United States
should feel thankful that their own Govern-

ment is not concerned in this eastern im-

broglio, and that a general ' European war
can only inure to their benefit by increas-

ing the demand for tho products of their
farms.
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ScoiehiJil, Ht:t Not Killed.
As stated in onr last issue, the action of

the Senate in giving I he regular appropri-

ation bills preference over the bill to reduce

internal revenue taxation, was equivalent to

the abandonment of that measure, and it is

now certain that no attempt will be made to

take it up during tho present session. Judge
Kellcy, who introduced it in the House,

and succeeded, by judicious management,

in effecting its passage there, lefc for Denver

last week to deliver the address at the open-

ing of the mining exposition in that city,

fully convinced that the Senate would not

fesnnio consideration of the subject, and, if

not resigned to its fate, disposed, at least, to

let the responsibility rest where it belongs.

The readers of TnE National Tribune,
we need hardly say, can afford to view the

result with equanimity, if not with positive

satisfaction. In its original form the Kellcy

bill was a comparatively innocent measure,

and, although, wo should have deplored its
passage as decidedly impolitic, the reduction
of the revenues which il would have
brought about was to small that its effect

would have been practically imperceptible.
"What we feared was, that it would open the
door to a general raid upon the revenues,
and that in ihe end the resources of the
Government would lie so seriously impaired
as to interfere with tho discharge of its just
obligations. The debate in the Senate
showed that this apprehension was well-founde- d.

Neither Republicans noi Demo-

crats wero content with the reduction pro-

vided for by the House bill, and the conse-

quence was that it came frOni the Finance
Committee loaded down with amendments
of a character to invito still further amend-

ments in Committee of the Whole, and

which, if adopted, would eventually .extin-

guish the present annual surplus of receipts
over expenditures and put an effectual stop
to the process of debt-payi- ng as .well as

render necessary a general retrenchment
in Government expenditures. Its effect

upon the interests of our ex-soldi- and

sailors would have been particularly dis-

astrous, for it would have seriously inter-

fered with the payment of pensions under
existing laws and destroyed utterly their
prospects of securing additional relief at the
hands of Congress. Such malignant persons
as Senator Beck would have jumped at the
opportunity to antagonize pension legisla-

tion with the objection that the Government
was too poor to pay any further chums of
that character, and, supported by the Treas-

ury reports, their arguments could not have
failed of effect. It was the hidden rather
than the apparent dangers of the bill, as wc

have said, that first excited our alarm and
prompted us to sound the warning to our
readers. Now, however, that its defeat has
brought the question of inter.na revenue
reduction squarely before the country, we

are disposed to go farther and, say that the
bill ought not to bo passed in any form

whatever, for the reason that, independent
of all other considei ations, it is wrong in
principle and not in accord with the require-

ments of a sound financial policy. We are
as sensible as any one can be of the import-

ance of making the burdens of taxation as

light as possible and providing for their
equalization, wherever they are inequitably
distributed, but wo submit, first, that the
indirect taxes levied by the Government
through its internal revenue system are not
onerous in the usual sense of the term, and,
secondly, that it is contrary to the demands
of public polic3r to abolish them until it has
been clearly demonstrated that the neces-

sity for their imposition no longer exists.
The bulk of our revenues, as everybody
knows, is derived from the tax on whisky
and tobacco. Both of these articles are
luxuries, and are not, in any way, essential
to the support of life. They cannot be
classed, with food, and, indeed, they really
belong in the catalogue of poisons. Fur-

thermore, while they belong to the list of

luxuries they do not contribute to human
happiness or comfort, but on the contrary

tend to increase the sum total of human
misery. It is true that they minister to the
appetite, but it is to an abnormal and
degraded appetite. We do not wish to be

understood as making a plea for temperance,

but simply as putting the question in a
practical, common-sens-e light.

In spite of all the testimony of physicians
as to the unwholesomeness of tobacco we sup-

pose people will continue to smoke. But it
is certainly true that the indirect tax on this
article, is not a tax which the public must
pay whether they choose or noL, and it cannot
therefore be characterized as onerous in the
sense that a tax laid upon food or clothing
or fuel would be; and the best evidence that
it is not onerous is found in the fact that it
is paid without protest or complaint. The
manufacturers have indeed sought to have

it abolished, but the consumers have mani-

fested no desire whatever for its removal.

We have said nothing concerning the tax
on patent medicines and articles of that
class, for the reason, simply, that its reduc-

tion or abolishment would not. benefit the
consumer at all, as shown by the admissions

of manufacturers themselves that they would
not make any corresponding reduction in the
price of their goods to the imblic.

. But the character of the internal revenue
taxes is, after all, not the most important
question involved. The naked issue is: Can

the Government afford at the present time
to dispense with a part or all of its internal
revenue? If it cannot, then it is surely the
height of folly to make any change in exist-

ing law. What are the facts in the case?
The receipts of the Treasury during the last
fiscal year were, in round numbers, 150,-000,0- 00

iu excess of the congressional ap-

propriations for the same period, and the
surplus was devoted to the reduction of the
national debt. Inasmuch as the annual in-

terest account has been reduced to only
J $57,000,000 and only.n limited class of bonds

are redeemable at the pleasure of the Govern-

ment, it is claimed that there will soon be no

way of utilizing this surplus. The fuct is,

however, that it will require at least four
years more to take up the outstanding bonds

that can be called in, even if there should be
no increase in the appropriations over last
year's total, and our surplus revenues should
all be applied to that purpose, whereas if the
appropriations are enlarged it will require
a much longer period But this contingency
has already occurred. According to the esti-mal- cs

presented in both Houses the increase
in appropriations for 1881$ will be from

$70,000,000 to ij?S0,000,000, with the certainty
that next year, owing to the more rapid set-

tlement of pension claims, still larger appro-

priations will be needed, so that in any event
the reduction of the national debt will pro-

ceed at a much slower pace than hitherto,
and it will probably require four years or

moro to reach the point where it will be safe

for the Government to remit a part of ,the
internal revenue taxes ; that is to say, where

it cannot utilize its surplns revenue in pay-

ing outstanding obligations. Nor is this all.

In passing tho existing pension laws Con-

gress has partially but not fully discharged

the obligations of the Government to those
who bore arms in its defense. These obliga-

tions are as sacred as those for which it
issued its interest-bearin- g bonds, and before

any reduction is made in the taxes provision

should be made for their payment. The
equalization of bounties, the compensation
of Union soldiers tortured in f,,?",im
prisons, the increase of pensions .cri. .

classes of invalids these and mrny c

obligations repeatedly brought to vhe '

tion of Congress in the iiast belnag n
category. So long as they remai u

nized it will be an act of bad fa.th jl.
as bad policy on the part of C'i-s- s r
curtail the resources of the Treasn r , 1 .

is the duty of our ex-soldi- v-

against such a procedure with all I .i ,! .

at their command. For tho prc-e-itt .

danger is past, but wo presume thai 1

attempt to abolish the internal re' euues ? '

be lonewed at the December
they should take care to let IheK ven; --

and Representatives know what iheytk- (

about it. They should defeat it Vfurei

The Need of
The old adage "united we stan h I

we fall " is true of other things .'fi ue& .

Union of States. Indeed the Ics'-.j- .i vhi
confronts us at every stasrea of Hie m t . (;. P
neipiessuess oi me inoiviuuai ana tne jjower
of collective action. u one fctra
or another, is the basis of succei alikfc in

!

business and politics, and the wa;:' of M has
wrecked more nromisimreulernri-.LtlfllA'-ai- l

other causes combined. We see b , m?"j?
manifested daily in the struggle of

J I

a
a

a

capital, a f
, i& J. 1 They to

oneraiion of ManffpM" ;- ,.., f cither tho spirit or of tho
other kindred societies. It is a. i" 01

Jlwhich our rs and sailors
ago to have availed themselves, iju! W

do well 'o owiy. - ..

M Li rf ' &00( vvhilo
is a deplorable that, alti'-ra4hfne- y '

K r v all material mter--
possess the advantage of number! 'hc'KHH... t i

acted a3 inuiviuuais oniy, anu si tuiweu. v.

slights and insults and wrongs VuA i! 1

this faet would never been put upon
them. To speak more plainly, our ex-soldi-

and instead of taking united
action to interests, havo con-

tented themselves with, complaining in a
general way about the negligence in-

difference of Congress, and then w nlhig for

things to right themselves of heir own

accord. The trouble is that things seldom
J

do light themselves of their own accord.

The only way to convince the average con-

gressman that he cannot afford to ignore the
demands of our ex-soldi- is to show him
that they will as certainly ignore him. lie
may care nothing for individual protests
he may even the letters aside unread
but knows that a3 a body our ex-soldi-

are too powerful to be treated with contempt,

and the moment tako concerted
action to enforce the recognition of their
claims ho will bo to respect their
wishes. But what form should that con-

certed action take? The Grand Army is
a non-politic- al organization, and the most
that it do is to approve or denounce the
course of Congress in a general way, with-

out drawing personal comparisons, so that
clearly some other agency be invoked.

And where could one be found better
fitted for the purpose or containing greater
elements of power than the Press ? " But,"
it maybe said, "our ex-soldi- already have

a press of their own, aud yet, notwith-

standing, they are not always able to get a
hearing in Congress." That is true, hut it
ought to bo added that the support which

they give the press is rendered ineffectual
because it is so widely diffused. The Na-

tional Tribune has, indeed, acquired a
large circulation, is to-fla- y the
avowed soldiers' paper that has a positive
influence in the halls of Congress, but it
has won its position rather its own

merits as a newspaper than through
disposition on the part of our veterans to
unite in the support of thoroughly
representative paper. We regret that such
is the case, for it is anything but a congenial
task to point ou the errors of policy which

have committed, but it is essential
to the completion of the work which
we have in hand that they should
be brought "to realize the. source Of

weakness. We ta h

that our ex-soldi- are , iJrot 3 V t

Congress should pass a hi!, l lie tJvltf

tion of bounties, yet they - kuow ti
bitter fight is sure to be 4t J'Jd.VH! ! i

measure. How are the . y -- .1 l.

vindictive journals as the Xw York u .'-- '

and Sun to be effectively Jsweawl : ! -
t -

lie sentiment brought ovc - to the '$
measure? Such a result AUOnlyL'f-plishe- i

with the aid of a palai

circulating in every section of the country,

and recognized by our veterans everywhere

as the authoritative exponent of their cause.

Such journal should have at least one hun-

dred thousand subscribers small percent-

age only of those who are personally inter-

ested in the work to be accomxlished in

order to wield the influence necessary to
success, and our leaders will pardon us, we
trust, for saying that if they all took as

deep an interest in The National Trib-
une as The National Tribune has dis-

played in their behalf that circulation might
easily be seemed to it. It is simply a mat-

ter of asking their comrades to subscribe
for it.

Wo feel the more disposed to urge the
necessity for upon our ex-soldi-

at the present time, from the circum-

stance that the events of the session

of Congress have shown so clearly the 'im-

portance of counteracting the efforts of Sen-

ator men of his stamp to prejudice
the public mind against our pensioners, and
the indisposition of the secular press to do

them justice. We need scarcely say that if
the public once become persuaded that the
pension system, as Senator Beck ha3 so

basely insinuated, is "honeycombed with
fraud," it will be useless to appeal to Con-

gress for the passage of any of the pension
measures pending before it. The price
of justice, as well as liberty, is eternal vigi-

lance, and it is only through tho vigilance
of faithful, sincere, fearless newspaper
Tikf The National Tribune that our ox--

U.iers can be sixre of obtaining it.

with in the evolutions aalttiipiljii
Wing element. do not propose

parlies, and the p;;Mate letter

even now they would mcn wh mtelh-I- t
truth Uiientlv and faithful! the

have

sailors,
protect their

and

toss

he

they

sure

can

must

and only

by
any

some

they

their

umeitid

present

Beck and

now

and

A J'oyr "Words to Congressmen.
W iile the Grand Army of the Republic,

si n: organization, has very properly refused
ic r. low itself to be used to further tho
; Jlt cal interest of any special candidate
rir )Hice, yet its members individually

' ise, as a matter of course, tho right to
v 'os they please, and in coming congress- -

' .. , as well as local elections, it is evident
'

L 1. they will largely, if not almost unitedly,
Und their support at the polls, and their

! n I ence, as far as it extends, in behalf of
mjn whose votes may aid in securing for

i tnturndes full justice as speedily as it is
i

1 ible to obtain it. This is as it should be.

i b men whose bullets told so effectively on
I r field of battle the brave fellows who

pt . lied their lives that the Nation might
li and who have suffered through the
ti -- .bilities incurred in that patriotic service

of the failure bv Congress to nav,.,,,,,
them their just debts, time has
a rived when they propose to use the
iniuencoof the ballot at the polls in defence

of 1 heir long-deferre- d rights. The thousands
of letters from our soldier readers from every
Mjte-h- i the Union which The National

julJirtBUNE 18 receivimr. show clearlv the
w tf i0-- Anntr s t lr-r- inlli't Atitinl

, . .
net principles tnat sustain tnc uranci

rmy of the Republic, but they do propose
., exercise their riylit. of sn(Trn;ft in iiolialf

t;St3 f their constituents, will not wholly
'irlook the fact that tho claims of between

tvri and three hundred thousand soldiers
remain in the Pension Bureau unexamined,
and the further fact that when matters
affecting the interests of those brave men to
whom the Nation owes its life to-da- y and
the people the prosperity they enjoy, come
before Congress for consideration they shall
not bo jeopardized by the thread-bar- e cries
of "fraud" and "economy." Everybody
knows that such pleas are mere subterfuges

that tho country and the great body of the
loyal people will cheerfully sanction all just
measures of legislation in this connection,
(and nothing more will be asked for,) and
hence that no longer can any valid ar-

gument be advanced to justify further
delay in settling the honest soldiers' claims.

The case is an urgent one. It is one that
appeals not only to patriotism but to hu-

manity. Tho letters which The National
Tribune receives from all over ihe country
demonstrates thoroughly the painful fact
that distress and suffering prevail to an
alarming extent among the dependents of
the gallant men who faced the storm of shot
and shell on the Southern battle-field- s of the
late war. It is no exaggeration to say that
thousands of soldiers whose disabilities in
the service of their country entitled them
to peusions have passed away from earth to
tho world beyond, solely because of the
failure of the Government to adjust their
claims and enablo them to provide a support
for themselves and their families, a support
which they wero unable to provide them-
selves because of injuries received in the
service of their country, rendering them
incapable of performing physical labor.
Those whose claims still remain unadjusted

probably 300,000 men are now deter-

mined to demand that their rights shall be
recognized. They are an intelligent class,

and note the acts of Congress closely, and
they now propose to lend their influence at
tho ballot box to secure and preserve their
rights. They can afford to ignore party
fealty on such (to them) questions of vital
interests, and that they propose, when neces-

sary, to do so, there can be no doubt what-

ever. Senators aud representatives will do

well, when measures are being considered
providing for justice to this long-neglect-ed

class, to bear in mind flieso facts if they
hope to remain much longer as representa-- .

- tho people in the halls of the
I Congress.

i ii debate in the Senate over the internal
1 . a , bill has at least demonstrated the

u.r - 'bility of passing any measure that
' .r - e universal satisfaction, and the best

:: that our Republican friends can do is
to iet the revenues alone until such time as

wt "n,c afford to abolish the internal revenue
UtMsa entirely,

Tlio AtracR on Senator ITorry.

We published in our columns last week
a communication from Comrade Pond, of
Qnincy, Mich., Pa3t Junior

G. A. R., in regard to a scurrilous
attack on Senator Ferry, of Michigan, which
was printed in what purports to be "No.

39, Volume II" of 2Vie Grand Army Journal.

The National Tribune is not in the habit
of taking part in political controversies, and

it would not in the present instance take
cognizance of the issue that has been raised

by the publication in The Grand Army Jour-

nal, but for the fact that a more important
principle is involved than that of the truth
or falsity of the charges preferred in the
said publication.

Oarreaders will understand the pertinency

of this statement when we say that what
purports to be "No. 39, Yolumo II" of The

Grand Army Journal is, so far as we havo
l)cen able to ascertain, the first number of

that paper that has ever been issued, (unless,

indeed, some long-sinc- e defunct newspaper

has been "resurrected" for this occasion,) and

furthermore that so far from being a Grand

Army journal, it contains no news whatever

concerning the affairs of the Order, and has

not been recognized by the officers of the
Order in any form or shape whatever since
1871. On its face, therefore,' it is absolutely

destitute of authority and influence with
members of the Grand Army. The only

journal that has received the official sanc-

tion of tho Commander-in-Chie- f of the Order,

as may be seen by reference to the endorsej-men- t

at the head of our editorial page, is

The National Tribune.
We are informed that this number of The

Grand Army Journal has been widely cir-

culated among the soldiers of Michigan with
a view to creating- - the impression that
Senator Ferry has not been faithful
to their interests. He is able, we take
it, to defend himself against any attacks

that may Imj openly made upon him, and
we should not have made any reference
to the slanders of The Grand Army Journal
had it not sought to give those slanders
credibility by pretending to be a "Grand
Army journal." As for the intimation that
The National Tribune has any other in-

terest in the matter than' to do equal and
exact justice, that is on its face absurd. In
another column will be found resolutions
adopted by the Department of the Potomac,
G. A. R., and by Charles F. Foster Post,
No. 42, of Lansing, Michigan, denying all
recognition of authority on the part of the
so-call- ed " Grand Army Journal " to speak
for the Order, together with some interest-

ing comments of the press on the contro-

versy.
Q

Justice for Union Prisoners.
Among other measures before Congress of

special interest to soldiers that has failed to
become a law, and which, we regret to say,
there is little if any prospect of being. passed
during the present session, is the bill to pen-

sion Union prisoners of war. The series ofarti-

cles which we are no w publishing in The Na-

tional Tribune from the pen of a graphic
writer himself a prisoner at Andersonville
prison-he- ll tells the story of suffering and
death among the thousands of brave boys
who underwent indescribable tortures during
long weary months at that never-to-he-forgott- en

place.

The question now is to provide some com-

pensation for the survivors of these rebel
prisons, or for the widows and orphans of
such as died from starvation, neglect,
and despair. They had enlisted in defence

of their country, and if by the vicissitudes
of war they became inmates of the so-call- ed

military prisons, where their suffer-ing- s

were far greater than on the battle-fiel-d

and their chances of life even lees, it
is clear that their claim for pensions
is equally as strong as if they had been
pierced by rebel bullets or mutilated
by the enemy's bayonets on the battle-
field. Congress must recognize the equity
of their claims, and The National
Tribune proposes to urge the passage of a
measure of relief for this class at the Decem-

ber session, should, as we apprehend, the
subject not be taken up before adjournment.
Many of our readers are personally inter-
ested Hi the proposed legislation on this
subject, and wc urge upon them the import-
ance of strengthening our hands by securing
all the subscribers they can possibly influ-

ence for The National Tribune. With a
constituency of one hundred thousand or
more, coming from every State and Territory
throughout the Union, we may hope for the
passage of an act that will afford the desired
relief to this long-neglect- ed class of the Na-

tion's defenders. Let every reader of the
present number of this journal go promptly
to work and organize a club, and wc prom-

ise them in return for their labor to leave
nothing undone to further their interests.

Our Now Allies.

The proprietor of The National Trib-
une takes pleasure in announcing that he
has purchased the subscription list of the
Union I "cteran, a monthly journal published
in the interests of our at Chicage,
Illinois, and fiat hereafter the subscribers to
that paper will receive The National
Tribune in its place. The following card
from its late publishers explains the reason
for the transfer :

Office of "The Union Veteran,"
Chicago, III., July 25, 1882.

To all subscribers of the Union Veteran and
to the members of the W. A. S. Associa-
tion :

Owing to the continued sickness of Com-
rade LaBaume, the editor of our paper, inca-
pacitating him for the performance of his
duties, we havo transferred our subscription
list to tho publisher of The National
Tribune, who will continue to fill all unex-
pired subscriptions, by mailing that paper
to all subscribers of the Union, Veteran.

Tnc National Tribune is an excellent
soldiers' pupcr, and therefore wo hope that
our friends and patrons will not regret the
change and transfer their patronage to its
publisher.

With many thanks to all comrades who

favored the Union Veteran Avith their confi-
dence and support, we remain,

Yours, truly, in F., C. & L.,
G. A. Bohman & Co.

As TnE National Tribune, although a
weekly journal, will be sent at the same
price one dollar per year as that charged
for the Union Veteran to all subscribers to
the latter who renew their subscriptions
prior to October 31st, they will gain largry
by the change, and we hope to add them
permanently to our list. We feel sure that
the principles advocated by TnE National
Tribune will meet with their cordial
approval, and the excellence of its news
features must be apparent at a glance.
There is a great work yet to be done for
the soldier by Congress, and we propost- - to
press it to a conclusion. The bills for the
pensioning of Union prisoners of war, for
the equalization of bounties, and for increas-in- g

the rate of compensation in certain
grades of disability should, all be passed at
an early day, and if our ex-soldi- gener-
ally will lend us their aid we are confident
that this result can be accomplished without
much further delay. We welcome the suV
scribers of the Union Veteran to our roll 3

and trnsfc to find, in them faithful and
zealous allies. Oar cause is righteous and
it must prevail.

Equalization of Bounties,
Congress is on the eve of adjournment,

and no farther legislation in the interest of
our ex-soldi- is likely to be attempted at
the present session. This seems to us an
appropriate time, therefore, to map out tho
work for the future, and the object on which
it is most important that ail efforts shouLI
be concentrated, is, we need, hardly say, the
equalization of bounties. How long this
measure of justice to our veterans has been
hanging in the Ialance it is impossible to
recall without a feeling of indignation. Bilb
embodying the principle have been pa-se-d

liy several Congresses, in one House or the
other, and one actually reached the Execu-

tive Mansion, only to le vetoed, as our
readers will remember, by our then Presi-

dent, General Grant. It is not to be won-der- ed

at that some of onr comrades have
lost courage and despaired, of seeing asy
measure for the equalization of bountie
become a law. And yet The National
Tribune has never grown faint-hearte- d,

and it believes the time is now close at hand
when Congress will he compelled to take
action, if only our veterans will
with us heartily and universally in the agi-

tation of the question. Let them recall
what that great statesman, the late Senator
Morton, said on this point, and benefit by
his inspiration. Said he :

" Mr. President, justice to the soldier can-
not always be deferred. It must and will
triumph sometime. If it does not come thi3
Congress it will cdme at some other Congress.
It is a part of the war debt, as much so as
the 5-2- 0 bonds or the 10-4-0 bonds. It is
founded on the same principle ofjustice. It
is an obligation resting upon this Nation,
and if it takes $20,000,000, or $50,000,000,
can make no difference. It is a debt this
Nation honestly owes aud ought to be paid.
In other words, let the bounty be equalized;
put all honorably-discharge- d soldiers upon
the same basis; pay them at the same. rate.
They are entitled to it. The justice of it no
man can dispute, and that is all that tliig
bill contemplates. I am for it. I vote for
it with ail my heart."

The sentiments of Senator Morton are the
sentiments of The National Tribune.
It believes, with him, that justice to the
soldiers cannot always bo deferred, and so
believing, it proposes to nail its colors to
the mast. It has enlisted for the war and it
will not lay down its arms until the equal-

ization of bounties is a fixed and accom-

plished fact.

With a single exception the present ses-

sion of Congress is the longest on record,

and not because of the amount of business
actnlly done, but on account of the time
wasted in useless and vapid discussion.

An examination of the Congressional .ccrj
shows that a very considerable portion 01

each day's session has been taken up b?

"personal explanations," attempts to secure

a quorum, absurd debates over the order of

business, and buncombe speeches prepared
solely with a view to influencing votes a'u

the coming elections. If the time so frit-

tered away had been devoted, to the con-

sideration of bills on the calendar every

pension bill now pending might have been

disposed, of in both Houses.

The annual summer Reunions of veterans

have become a great feature in the West,

and the gatherings this year promise to lo
more largely attended, than ever before.

This is a good .sign. It indicates a whole-

some revival of interest in tho ties whi;h
bind our ex-soldi- together and amor.
general appreciation of the importance of

keeping up the old associations. InunioA
there is strength, and these yearly Encamp-

ments cannot fail to be productive of that
spirit of unity which is so essential to the
recognition of our ex-soldi- as a vital,
active force in national affairs. The more

tho better.

One Dollar a year is a little less than
two cents per week, and it seems to us that
at this price every ex-sold- ier in the country
ought to be glad to subscribe for Tni:

National Tribune, which not only is the

best soldiers' paper published but is fully

the equal of any weekly in the country as

regards the variety and quality of the in-

formation on general subjects which it
supplies to its readers. We trust our sub-

scribers will neglect no opportunity of

bringing it fo the notice of such of their

friouds and acquaintances as are not familiar

with its merits, and prevail upon them to

take it regularly. Atone dollar per year it
is the cheapest, as well as the best soldiers'

journal in the country. Until October 31

we shall continue to mail TnE Nationa
Tribunu, postage prepaid, to subscribers at
this remarkably low rate,

M


