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MISSIONARY RIDGE.

RAISING THE SIEGE OF CHATTANOOGA.

CRUSHING DEFEAT OF BRAGG'S ARMY.

The aragnlflcent Charge of the Army of the
Cumberland-S- ix Guns Fired in Kapid

' Succession is Iho Signal for tho Assault
upon tho Kiile-plt- s at tho Ba&e of tho
Itidgo The 3Icn Dash Forward, Capture

, the Rifle-pit- s, mid Without "Waiting for
Orders Storm and Carry tho "Works ou
tho Crest.

" Cannon to the right of them,
Cannon to tho left of them,
Cannon in front of them
Volleyed and thundered."

III.
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1 Mouth of Chickaniau- - 7 Sumincrtown.

ga River. 8 Moccasin Point.
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While General Sherman, with the pluck
and persistence which formed his prominent
characteristic, was sustaining the shock of
battle on the northern extremity of Mis-

sionary Ridge, and Hooker's victorious
columns were driving Breckenridge's left
flank through the pass at Rossville prepara- -

j VimV cwnoTiiTKT mnrc'h ninnrr fhp. ridffi
f VftTT flmf. flirpoMnn. the Armv of the Cum- -

berland gathered itself for the mighty strug-

gle which resulted in planting its banners on
the summit of Missionary Ridge. Sherman's
position not only threatened the right flank of
the enemy, but, occupying a line across the
mountain and to the railroad bridge across

Chickamauga Creek, it threatened his rear
and stores at Chickamauga Station. This
caused the enemy to mass heavily against
him. This movement of his being plainly
seen from the position Gen. Grant occupied on
Orchard Knob, Baird's division of the Four-
teenth Corps was ordered to Sherman's sup-- -

port, but upon Grant receiving a note from
Sherman informing him that he had all the
force necessary, Baird was put in position on
Thomas's left. The appearance of Hookers
column was at this time anxiously looked for
and momentarily expected moving north on

the ridge. His approach was intended as the
signal for storming the ridge in the centre
with strong columns, bnt the time neces-

sarily consumed in the construction of the
bridge over Chattanooga Creek detained him
to a later hour than was expected. Being
satisfied from the latest information from
him that he must by this time be on bis
way from Rossvillc, though not yet in sight,
and discovering that the enemy in his desper-

ation to defeat or resist the progress of Sher-

man was weakening his centre on Mission-

ary Ridge, Grant determined to order the
advance at once. Thomas was accordingly
directed to move forward his troops, const-

ituting the centre --Baird's division, Four-
teenth Corps, "Wood's and Sheridan's divis-

ions, Fourth Corps, and Johnson's division,
Fourteenth Corps, with a double line of
skirmishers thrown out, followed in easy
supporting distance by the whole foice and
CABHY THE KIFLU-PIT-S AT Till! TOOT OF

3IISSIONAKY kidgi:.
General Grant, in his report, does full

credit to the troops engaged. Hesays: "These
troops moved forward, drove the enemy from
the rifle-pit- s at the base of the ridge like bees
from a hive, stopped but a moment until the
whole were in line, and commenced the ascent
of the mountain from right to left almost si-

multaneously, following closely the retreat-
ing enemy without further oi ders. They en-

countered a fearful volley of grape and
canister from nearly thirty pieces of artil-
lery and musketry from still well-fille- d rifle-pi- ts

on the summit of the ridge. Not a
waver, however, was seen in all that long
line of brave men. Their progress wjis
steadily onward until the summit was in
their possession. In this charge the casu-

alties were remarkably few for the fire en- -

countered. I can account for this only on
the theory that the enemy's surprise at the
audacity of such a charge caused confusion
and purposeless aiming of their pieces."

Gen. Thomas's description of tho charge
is characteristically modest. Hesays: "The
whole line then advanced against the breast-
works and soon became warmly engaged
with the enemy's skirmishers. These giving
way, retired, upon their reserves posted
within their works. Our troops advaucing
steadily in a continuous line,

THK ENEMY, SEIZED WITH PANIC, ABAN-

DONED THE WORKS
at the foot of tho hill and retreated precipi-
tately to the crest, where they were closely
pursued by our troops, who, apparently in-

spired by the impulse of victory, carried the
hill simultaneously at six different points,
and so closely upon the heels of tho enemy
that many of them were taken prisoners in
the trenches. "We captured all their cannon
and ammunition before they could be re-

moved or destroyed. After halting for a
few moments to reorganize the troops, who
had become somewhat scattered in the as-

sault of tho hill, Gen. Sheridan pushed for-

ward in pursuit and drove those in his
front who escaped capture across Chicka-

mauga Creek. Generals "Wood and Baird,
being obstinately resisted by reinforcements
from the enemy's extreme right, continued
fighting until darkness set in, slowly but
steadily driving the enemy before them.

7T rvjje aiacrity displayed by officers
in executing their orders, the enthusiasm
and spirit displayed by the men who did
the work, cannot be too highly appreciated
by the Nation for the defense of which they
have on so many other memorable occasions

NOBLY-
- AND PATRIOTICALLY" EXPOSED

TriEIK LIVES IN BATTLE."

It will be observed that the two generals
most prominent in directing the operations
upon the centre leave the description of the
grand pyrotechnics of the battle-fiel- d to be
supplied by subordinate commanders.

An army officer, who witnessed this mag-
nificent pageant from Orchard Knob, is
accustomed to say, when referring to it:
" The grandest sights that it was ever my
fortune to witness are sunrise on the ocean,
Niagara Falls, and tho charge of the Army
of the Cumberland at Missionary Ridge."

Orchard Knob and the ridge to its right
captured by Granger on the 23d, overlooked
the long lino of rifle-pit-s at the base of
Missionary Ridge, and every movement of
confederate troops upon tho opposite ridge
was distinctly visible from this-- point of
observation by the generals in command.
Granger had immediately after occupying
this position thrown up a rude line of breast-
works along his front, and constructed an
epaulment for a six-u-n battery on tho
Knob, in which he placed Captain Bridged
battery of four three-and-a-ha- lf inch Rod-
man guns and two Napoleons.

As seen from Chattanooga, the summit of
Missionary Ridge presents an unbroken, line
against the horizon. The inequalities in its
surface were obscured by the heavy growth
of trees that skirted the base and extended
high up the slope. Nearer observation
reveals deep, dark ravines crossing it at
irregular intervals. The slope facing Chat-
tanooga presents a bare, rough, and broken
surface, marked by gullies and ravines.
Granger refers to it as a mountain barrier
even as nature planted it, and a most formid-
able fortress. The commander who held it
might be warranted in the conclusion that
troops could not storm it. But strength-
ened as it was by the enemy with a line of
heavy breastworks running along its base,
with two additional lines of rifle-pit- s, one
partly girdling it midway up and the
other fringing its crest, and with epaul-men-ts

on the summit for fifty guns, it
could well be deemed impregnable. The
valley lying between the contending lines
of battle, a mile in width, was wooded in
front of Orchard Knob and the ridgo to its
right where "Wood's division was posted,
and open ground in front of Sheridan and
Johnson, but all along the front of tho
confederate rifle-pit- s the ground had been
cleared, that no obstruction might be offered
to the leaden hail and iron missiles with
which they intended to greet an assault.
Johnson's division on the right was so over-
lapped by the line of works in his front that
he says they "stretched away to the right
as far as the eye could reach."

General Baird's division having been with-
drawn from its position on the right of
Johnson and sent to reinforce Sherman, was
brought back to the left of "Wood, where it
arrived at about half-pa- st two, in time to
participate in the assault. He had just
finished establishing his lines, when word
came from General Thomas to move forward
to the edge of the open ground which bor-

dered the foot of Missionary Ridge, within
striking distance of the rifle-pit- s, so as to be
ready at the signal to dash forward with the
remainder of the line and capture the works
in his front An interval of two miles lay
between Baird's left and Sherman's right
flank unoccupied by Union troops, and the
line of battle formed by Baird's, "Wood's,
Sheridan's, and Johnson's divisions was about
two miles in length. The signal for the ad-

vance,

SIX GUNS FIRED IN RAriD SUCCESSION

from Fort Wood, was sounded at twenty
minutes before four o'clock, and before the
smoke had cleaied away twenty thousand
soldiers, formed in three lines, as if on parade,
dashed across the intervening space and
closed in a death-grappl- e with the enemy.

The brigades, as formed in line, ranged as
follows irom left to right:

Phelps's, Vaudeveer's, Turchin's (of Baird's
division,) Beatty's, Willick's, Ha.en's (of
"Wood's division,) "Wagner's, Harker's, T. W.

Sherman's (of Sheridan's division,) Stough-ton'- s,

and Carlin's (of Johnson's division).
Starkweather's brigade, of the latter di-

vision, one oi the most reliable in the army,
remained in the works at Chattanooga, but
the gallant commander deserted it and joined
tho assaulting force, where his interest in a
regiment from his own State came near cost-

ing his life.
The main lino was preceded by a double

line of skirmishers, which had no sooner
emerged into the open ground in front of
the confederate works than Missionary Ridge
blazed with continuous volleys of artillery,
and a galling fire was poured upon it from
the rifle-pit- s. Yet in all that magnificent

line scarcely a straggler was to be seen. As

it swept forward the ground was strewn
with wounded men, writhing upon tho
ground or staggering to their feet, amid a
storm of iron missiles aimed at the advanc-

ing line, but which, overshooting the mark,
fell with fearful effect upon the wounded in
its rear.

Granger describes the scene graphically:
"At the moment of the advance
NOT XESS THAN FIFTY GUNS OPENED AT

ONCE,
'throwing a terrible shower of shot and shell.
The enemy, now taking the alarm, com-

menced to move troops from both extremi-
ties of the ridge to fill the works below and
around the batteries. In the meantime the
troops holding tho woods were driven back
to tho works at the base of the ridge, their
pursuers rapidly following. Here they halted
and made a stout resistance; but our troops,
by an impetuous assault, broke their lino in
several places, then scaling the breastworks
at these points, opened a flank and reverse
fire upon them, which, throwing them into
confusion, caused their precipitate flight.
Many prisoners were left in our hands,
and we captured a large number of small
arms. My orders had now been fully and
successfully carried out, but not enough had
been done to satisfy tho brave troops who
had accomplished so much. Although the
batteries on the ridge, at short range, by
direct and enfilading fire were still pouring
down upon them a shower of iron, and the
musketry from the hill-sid- e was thinning
their ranks, they dashed over the breast-work-s,

through the rifle-pit- s, and started up
the hill.

THEY STARTED WITHOUT ORDERS
along tho whole linofrom right to left simul-

taneously, and with one accord, animated
with one spirit, and with heroic courage
eagerly they rushed forward to a danger be-

fore which the bravest men, when marching
under orders, might tremble. Officers
caught the enthusiasm of the men, and tho
men in turn were cheered by their officers.

Each regiment tried to surpass the other in
fighting its way up the steep acclivity."

Brave hearts, stout limb3, and strong lungs
were required to climb the rugged road, and
many fell through sheer physical exhaus-
tion. Enough were left to press forward in
the race for the summit, cheered by the shouts
of their comrades in the rear and animated
by the hope of being first to plant their
regimental flag upon the lofty crest. Thoso
in ndvanco were less exposed to artillery fire,
but received, the full force of incessant vol-

leys of musketry. It was evident to every
general officer that the troops were disobey-
ing orders in advancing beyond the first lino
of works. Grant inquired of Thomas by
whose orders they were ascending the ridge.
"By their own, I think," said that philoso-
pher.
"IT IS ALL RIGHT IF IT TURNS OUT RIGHT,"
said Grant. Granger sent a staff officer to
"Wood and Sheridan to inquire whether they
had ordered the troops forward, and subse-
quently directed them to carry the ridge if
possible. "Wood replied that the advance
from the rifle-pit- s was made without orders,
but that if he was supported he could take
the ridge. Sheridan, seeing the whole line
pushing forward, concluded he must have
mistaken the order, and sent to inquire what
works were required to be taken, those at
the foot of the ridge or those on top. Be-

fore his messenger returned, his advance was
climbing towards the summit, and ho was
pushing his reserves forward to support it.
The charge having been begun by the men,
it devolved upon the officers to see that it
was successful. There were none who could
be held responsible for its failure. The
fighting had thus far been mostly done by
the skirmish lines. The reserves were now
pushed forward and every precaution taken
to check a counter-charg- e which was mo-

mentarily expected to be made upon the
thin line approaching the summit.

On the other hand, the broken nature of
the ground, seamed with ravines and torrent-washe- d

gullies, enabled the Union troops to
shelter themselves from the artillery fire and
to creep unseen upon the flanks of the confed-
erates, who were gathered in regiments and
brigades upon projecting spurs of the moun-

tain. Thus Bate, while repulsing Sheri-

dan's charge upon his front, was apprised of
the presence of a body of troops on his right,
across a ravine. Before ho could ascertain
whether they were friends or foes ho was

GREETED WITH A VOLLEY OF MUSKETRY
UPON HIS FLANK.

General Bate's left flank (Finley's brigade)
rested on the Crutchfield road. Adams's
brigade of Stewart's division, commanded
by Gibson, was on his right, and separated
Bate's line from ration Anderson's. On his
left was the remainder of Stewart's division.
On an eminence projecting from the right of
Bate's lino towards the-fro- was Slocumb's
battery, and Mebane's was strongly posted
near his centre. Cobb's battery was still fur-

ther to the right, in Patton Anderson's line.
The former had an enfilading fire upon the ad-

vancing line, but the ground desconded so
abruptly in front of Mebane's battery that
his guns were comparatively useless. Ha-

zen's men followed Reynold's so rapidly
that they had no time to form in lino on
top of the ridge, but fled to the rear. On gain-

ing the crest Colonel Langdon, commanding
Hazen's advance, captured a battery and turn-
ed it upon the troops on his right. General
Bate says : "Anderson was on my right and
Stewart on ray left. These dispositions
having been made we awaited the onset of
the foe, who seemed confidently resting aa
a giant in his strength on the plain below,
while volleys on the right told of conflict
being waged. About 3 or 4 p. m. the enemy
initiated a movement along our entire front
by advancing a heavy line of skirmishers,
followed by two unbroken lines of battlo
with heavy reserves at intervals. But a'

slight resistance was given to this advance

by tho troops of Reynolds's brigade in the
trenches in our immediate front.

THEY ABANDONED THE DITCHES

on the approach of tho enemy's skirmishers
and sought refuge at the top of the hill,
breaking and throwing into slight disorder
the left of Finley's brigade as they passed
through. Major "Weaver, of the Sixth North
Caiolina regiment, seemed to be in com-

mand. Ho rallied and formed these troops
(whq seemed to be from two of the regi-

ments of Reynolds's brigade) across the
Crutchfield road, a few paces in rear of the
main line. A well-direct- ed and effective
fire having been opened upon tho advancing
line handsomely repulsed it, throwing a
portion of it behind our vacated trenches
and precipitated others on their second
line, which, being out of range of small-arm- s,

I ordered the firing to cease and
the lino to fall back a few paces to re-

plenish ammunition and give the artil-

lery an unobstructed sweep. This was exe-

cuted coqlly and without confusion. I took
occasion during this interval to push a few
sharp-shoote- rs forward on tho declivity of
tho hill in front of tho smoke as videttes.

" Order was soon restored in the ranks of
tho eneaiy and another onward movement
made in systematic and defiant style. My
infantry was again advanced to the verge of
the ridgo and opened a spirited fire, which
was constantly replied to. During this
charge my attention was called to somo

SCATTERED TROOrS A FEW HUNDRED
YARDS TO MY RIGHT

making their way apparently without resist-
ance to the top of the hill. Believing them
to be confederates falling back from the
trenches I forbid my right wing firing on
them aid sent a stall officer to ascertain who
they were. Upon receiving the answer I di-

rected upon them a right-obliqu- e fire of in-

fantry and artillery from the right of Tyler's
command. It drove them to their left, but did
not chock their ascent of the ridge. In a few
moments I saw a flag waving at the point
in tho line of Anderson's division beyond
tho depression in tho ridge where a section
of artillery of Dent's battery had been firing
and was then located. I thought it a confed-
erate flag, but on nearer approach and more
minnto inspection I detected tho United
State colors. The line in my front had re-coil- eo

a second time, but was rallied and
was . uvancing up the hill in such numbers
as ic, forbid tho displacing of any of my
cod yand. I was ordered by Gen. Bragg to
w i;aw a- - portion of my command and.
d 'ji-g- e him if possible, but upon suggest-irigiTn- at

I was without reserves and tho
danger of withdrawing when so hard pressed
on tie front, which would necessarily cause
a gap in my line, ho directed me to take
such as could be best spared. I at once took
tho command under Major "Weaver, which
had come from the ditches and were aligned
across tho Crutchfield road, it being disen-

gaged, and moved it at double quick some
lire or six hundred yards to the elevation on
the right and rear of where

THE ENEMY HAD FORMED NEAR HIS FLAG.

I was unable, notwithstanding the assistance
of Major "Weaver, to get this command far-

ther, and could only form it on the hill at
right angles to my line, protecting that
flank, and seek to dislodge him by a well-direct- ed

firo or hold him in check until the
repulsed brigade in Anderson's lino could be
rallied and retake their lost ground. Hav-

ing made this disposition and opened fire, I
left Lieut. Blachard, of my staff, to report the
result, and returned to my own line, which
was being dangerously pressed. It was but
2. few moments until the second and third
flags were on the ridge near tho same spot,
and the enemy in such numbers as to drive
away Weaver's command, which upon the
advance of tho enemy broke and retired in
disorder.
THE ENEMY TURNED OUR GUNS UPON US

and opened a fire of musketry from our right
and rear. This advantage gained caused my
right to give back. In seeking to rally tho
right I did not see the exact time when the
flag wcut up at the left of General Bragg's
headquarters. The enemy formed a line of
battle and moved down upon our right at
right augles with that flank. Dent's battery
was turned upju us, sweeping our line3 from
right to left, and among other effects pro-

duced destroyed two of Slocumb's limbers.
Our men of the extreme right gave back in
some confusion, and in gallantly seeking
to rally them Colonel R. C. Tyler was dan-rt'-rous- lv

wounded. Meanwhile the enemy
"'ad gained the summit of the ridge on our
left and subjected us to a firo from that
source. He was rapidly enveloping the di-

vision, and yet the larger portion of it was
on the front line with the artillery. I then
moved the command, which was in much
confusion, to tho rear, ordering the batteries
and that portion yet remaining on tho front
of the ridgo to return to tho line on which
wo were rallying.

"There was much difficulty in stopping
the debris which had sloughed off from tho
front line, but
THROUGH THE PERSONAL EXERTIONS OF

GEN. BRAGG AND STAFF

and many subaltern officers, wo formed a
line about one thousand yards from the one
just abandoned, in a most eligible position
across tho road leading from General Bragg's
headquarters to tho pontoon bridge at
Bird's Mill."

It is evident from Bates's report that the
first troops to gain the top of the hill were
thoso on his right. The brigado fhat ho
claimed to have repulsed and driven back
to the works at tho base of the ridgo was
probably "Wagner's brigado of Sheridan's
division, which joined Hazen's brigade of
Wood's division on the right, and advance I
on the' left of tho Crutchfield road, (or
Moore's road, as it is called in the Union
reports,) and fell back to tho rifle-pit- s by
order. Sheridan's line extended across this

road. General Sheridan, in his graphic
description of the charge upon the first lino
of works, refers to the doubt that arose in
his mind when he saw how untenable tho
rifle-pit- s would be after they were captured,
whether he had not mistaken tho orders,
and thinking the works on top of the ridge
were possibly the objectivo point of the
charge, dispatched Capt. Ransom of his
staff to General Granger for more definite
instructions. When that officer returned
all threo of his brigades had dashed over
the works and were ascending the steep
slope of the ridge. Capt. Ransom reached
Wagner first and delivered General Gran-
ger's order to halt after occupying the first
line of works. Wagner's advance was al-

ready fighting its wajr to the summit, but
was at once withdrawn with severe loss.
General Sheridan says: " Captain Ransom
then joined mo about the centre of the line
and confirmed the original order, but, be-

lieving that the attack had assumed a new
phase, and that I could carry the ridge, I
could not order those officers and men who
were so gallantly ascending the hill, step by
step, to return. I rode from the centre to
tho left,
SAW DISArFOINT3rENT IN THE FACES OF

THE MEN,

told them to rest for a few moments, and
go at it again.

"In the meantime the right and right cen-

tre were approaching the second line of pits
led by twelve sets of regimental colors. One
would be advanced a few feet, then another
would move up to it, each vieing with the
other to be foremost, until the entire twelve
were planted on the crest of the second line
of pits by their gallant bearers. Looking to
the left I saw a single regiment far over in
Wood's lines dash up the hill and lay down
below the crest. General Hazen's men also
commenced the ascent. Captain Avery, of
General Granger's staff, here came up and
informed me that the original order was to
carry the first line of pits, but that if, in my
judgment, the ridge could be taken, to do
so. My judgment was that it could bo
carried, and orders were given accordingly,
obeyed with a cheer, and the ridge was car-

ried. The right and right centre reached
the summit first, being nearest the cre3t,
crossing it to the right of General Bragg's
headquarters. The contest was still main-

tained for a few minutes, the enemy driven
from their guns, and the battery captured.
Two of the pieces taken were designated

I respectively
LADY BUCKNER AND LADY BRECKENRIDGE.

The adjutant-general- s of Generals Brecken-ridg- e

and Bates and many other staff officers
were taken prisoners, the generals them-
selves barely escaping, General Bragg hav-
ing left but a few moments before. The
whole division had now reached the crest,
the enemy was retiring, but had a well-organiz-ed

line covering his retreat."
On the right of General Sheridan was

General Johnson, with Stoughton's and Car-

lin's brigades of his division. They, too, had
assaulted and carried the rifle-pit- s, and were
steadily ascending the craggy slope of the
ridge under a murderous fire. The troop3 op-

posed to him were Clayton's and Stahl's bri-

gades ofStewart's division. Owing to the con-

formation of the ground, the left of Carlin's
brigade advanced more rapidly than the right,
and, by a dexterous movement, captured the
Thirty-eigt-h Alabama regiment, which be-

longed to Clayton's division. At this mo
ment Hooker, advancing along the ridge
from the extreme right, joined the storming
line at right augle3 about nightfall, and
in conjunction with Johnson captured nearly
all the troops on the confederate left. The
most persistent aud obstinate defense of the
ridge was made by Bate's two brigades, against
which Sheridan's line advanced. Wagner
being recalled after commencing the ascent
gave time for Hazen, Harkcr, and T. W.
Sherman to move a considerable distance
to tho front before Wagner's line ad-

vanced. A gap had been left in the con-

federate line between Adams and Anderson
where Reynolds was expected to form, but
his men had lost their stomach for fighting
and passed to the rear, where " the subse-

quent proceedings iaterested them no more,"
until Bate's vain attempt to bring them into
line against Hazen's advance.

TOO MANY GENERALS.

A Detroit saloon-keep- er who spent consid-
erable money for decorations and worked his
patriotism up to the top round, was heard
wondering if any of tho generals would be
around to see him, and this gave one of his
acquaintances a clue to work on. He went
off and put up a job with a friend, and the
other day walked him into the saloon and
said :

"Allow me to introduce Gen. Alpaca
Smith, the hero of three wars and eighty-fou-r

battles."
"Sheneral, I vhas gladt to see you," said

tho saloonist, and he set 'em up for three.
In tho courso of twenty minutes the

deceiver returned with another stranger on
his arm and said :

"Allow mo to introduce Gen. Commissary
Jones, tho man who fired the first gun in
tho war." '

"Sheneral, I vhas bleascd to shake hands
mit you," said the man of beer, and he sot
'em up again.

Then tho friend went out and returned
with Gen. Hard Tack, and after him Gens.
Debility and Back Pay. Tho last ono
received a rather cool greeting, and the beer-glass- es

were not quite full, and after he had
departed the saloonist turned to his friend
and said:

"My frent, I vhas mooch bleased to see all
dose great shenerals in mine saloon, but you
needn't bring any more to-da- y. From now
until night we'll let der shenerals go, und
look out for der fighting man. Dose men
always bay cash for beer!" Free ia.

SOUTHERN PRISON LIFE.

TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS OF WOUNDED

PRISONERS AT ANDERSONVILLE.

Moro Detnils of tho Cruelties Practiced
Upon Defenceless Soldiers 3Iens Heads
Shaved and tho Victims loaded vrith.

Chains A Prisoner Shot Ncjix the Dead-

line VHiile Smoking: a Pipe A llcign of
Terror and IToiv It Was fhcclicd Fear-
ful Sufferings from the Heat.

Written fob The National Tribune by Free Lance.

VI.
September 1st. I get sick of listening to

lies about paroling soon to take place. Ev;-e- ry

few days our hopes of liberation are
raised to the highest pitch by some appar-
ently well-founde- d tale, only to be shattered
by some later report. "Hope deferred maketh
the heart sick." The old prisoners are the
most cynical persons I have ever met. They
believe absolutely nothing they hear on the
subject of exchange. The nights are getting
very cold, and great suffering exists in con-

sequence. When tho sun rises most of us go
to sleep and sleep until roll call. We also
sleep some through the day if we can. How
little men appreciate the comforts and lux-
uries that surround them in civilized life.
God help a wounded man who falls into the
hands of the rebels. His story is soon told
starvation, amputation, gangrene, and death.
It is reported that five and six amputations
per day are made at the hospital, and it is
not probable that chloroform or anything
else of the kind is given to alleviate the pain
of such operations. If the southern confed-

eracy is not willing to provide us with suffi-

cient food to keep us from starving, and neg-

lects to provide our sick with medicines,
shelter, and proper attention, the amputa-
tion department of its hospital is probably
no model of forethought and humanity.
Several wounded men of our brigade were
there at last accounts. A queer custom pre-

vails here. Fresh beef and sweet potatoes
are eaten raw by all persons wealthy enough
to purchase those luxuries. It is believed
that scurvy may be prevented in that way.
Our guards look comfortably attired and
evidently have plenty to eat. They always
have bread to trade to any of us who havo
trinkets to spare for the purpose. Many of
the prisoners here were captured at the bat-

tle of"Chickamauga.
Scjpt. 3d. I have lost a day, like the Jlo-m- an

Emperor. It is small los3 in this pur-
gatory. I would willingly lose two or three
weeks. Eeports say that the 1st of October
will find us robed in clean Government shirts
and devouring fabulous rations of hard-tac- k.

Transports to convey us to God's country
are even now hastening to Charleston, it is
said. This morning I saw wheat flour sold
at the rate of fifty cents per tablespoouful,
confederate money. Biscuits, such as are
sold in the North at ten cents a dozen, can-

not be bought in this prison for less than 3
a dozen in greenbacks. If a man has the
money to pay he can buy almost anything
here, excepting his freedom. When prison-
ers are brought to Andersonville who have
been captured while making cavalry raids
they arc doomed men. Instances have oc-

curred where their heads have been shaved,
and they have been loaded with chain?, aud
killed in that manner. The probability is
that such men have been caught with stolen
jewelry in their possession. Ordinarily,
cavalry raiders are sent into the stockade
barefooted, hatless, without blankets or any
other personal comforts, and with nothing
on them but undershirts and drawers. Any
man who comes in here in that condition is
certain to die in due time, and the rebel3
know it. There is considerable feeling
among the prisoners against the United
States Government. It should teach theso
rebels, by fierce retaliatory measures, that
captured Union soldiers cannot bo starved
and murdered with impunity.

Sept. 4th. A rebel officer came in at the
north gate this morning and a group of us
asked him what the news was coucerniugan
exchange. This is what he said: "Boys,
you need hope for no parole or exchauge
this fall. The South proposed to your Gov-

ernment to exchange white man for white
man, and also white men for free negro
soldiers, but reserved to herself the right
of retaining all slaves caught in arms. Your
Government refused the terms, and every-

thing remains just as it was at the com-

mencement of the spring campaign. In my
opinion there will be no parole or exchange."
Winter, with all its horrors, is evidently
boforo us. John Frederick, of our company,
died suddenly this morning from heart
disease, without apparent pain. He was a
great favorite among us as light-hearte- d

and generous a fellow as ever lived and,
owing to his hardy constitution, was the
last of our band we expected would fall.

Sept. 5th. Tobacco is a great solace here.
My supply having become exhausted, a
friend of mine polished up an old jack-knif- e

this morning, and offered it to a rebel sen-

try. After a long parley a bargain was final-

ly struck. A comrade crossed the dead-lin- e

to a position directly under the guard-bo- r,

tossed up the knife, and received three plugs

and a half of tobacco in return. A great
deal of trading is being done with tlfa

guards lately. When they tell a man they
will not shoot him for crossing the dead-

line their assurance may be strictly de-

pended upon. At least I have never heard of
auy of them violating it. We neverstay insido
the dead-lin- e, however, an instant longer
than is necessary. A great mahy of us
who never smoked tobacco regularly before

have adopted the practice here. Just before

I came into the prison, a soldier of the Fifty--
fourth Virginia gave me a pipe and a pouch.


