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The validity cf the public debt of the United
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pressing insurrection cr redellion, shall not ee ques-
tioned. " Sec. , Art. XIV, Constitution of the United
States.
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WASHINGTON, D. C, AUGUST 20, 18S2.

SOME SUGGESTIVE FIGURES.
Total public debt August 31,

1SG5 $2,381,530,294.90
Total public debt July 1,

1SS2 1,1G3,S1 0,400.00
Seduction of debt to July 1,

1S62 917,719,894.90
Interest on debt to July 1,

1S82 2,105,211,875.40
Total paid on acc't of debt

and interest to July 1,
1P32 3,112,931,770.36

Total pn?77 on aec't of pen-
sions to March 1. 1S32 . 500,7S2,950.00

Excess of amount paid on
aec't of public debt and
interest over amount paid
on acc't of pensions . . 2,012,148,820.30

''-- '
OBJECTS CF THE GRAND ARMY.

The objects to-b-e accomplished by this organi-
zation are as follows:

1. To preserve and strengthen those 7:ind and
frat-'n- et feelings which bind together the sol-d- kr

wihn and marines who united to sup-2t- rs

(." late reltcllion, and to perpetuate the
mewrt ard history of the dead,

V. .'' .W.-- xiich former comrades in arms as
. .';. .;m? protection, and to extend needful

,' ;' "rr ;". us and orphans of those icho
A. t r.

.- -' in':iln true allegiance to the United
& ' r Awrieti, based upon a paramount re-

st jit : jtdclity to the National Constiiu-i- i
rxti ? to discoiuitenancc whatever tends

Ut 0;n hmlty, incites to insurrection, trea-s- t
- or ia any manner impairs the

ft jr f.--
v ixrmaneney of our free instiiu-ti- t

r4 . ";' to spread itnivcnal liberty, equal
r,'gl: 'rs'ia to all men.

Seastlar Moriosi on Equalization of liountlcs.
Jh Pw.dcni, justice to the soldier cannot

altrrt'H Ix deferred. Jl mutt and will triumph
smnftime. If it does not come this Congress it
will cetnc at some other Congress. Jl is a part
ef the. war elelf, as much so as the 5-2- 0 bonels
or the 10-4- 0 bonds. Jt is founelcd on the same
principle of justice. It is an obligeilion resting
vjwn this Nation, and if it takes $20,000,000,
or $50,000,000, can make no difference. It is
a debt this Nation honestly oiccs and ought to
be paid. In other worels, let the bounty be
equalized; put allhonoreddy-disehargc- d soldiers
upon the same basis; pay them at the same rede.
They arc cntillcel to it. The justice of it no
man can dispute, and that is all that this bill
contemplates. I am for it. I vote for it with
all my heart.

In forwareling his subscription for THE

National Tribune from Lawrence, Meiss.,

Gen. Geo. S. Merrill, Past Commander-in-Chie- f

cf the Grand Army of the Republic, says:

The bold advocacy of The National
TRIBUNE of the rights of thcsolelier elicits my
hearty approved. Keep on eis you have begun,
nnel do not consider your work accomplishcel
until every soldier who is cntilleel to a pension
receives it, anel every soldier's widow and every
solelicr's child are provided for by the Govern-
ment. (Signed) Geo. S. Merrill.

Immediately after his election as Commander-in-Chi- ef

by the Grand Encampment General
Vandervoort forwarded to The National
Tribune the following strong endorsement:

Washington, D. C, June 24, 1682.

I corelially etpptovc of the endorsement given
by Past Commander-in-Chie- f Merrill tq The
National Tribune. eonsielcr it the ablest
peeper elcvotcel to the interests of the soldier pub-
lished in the country. I earnestly commend it
to edl comrades of the Order.

Paul VanDervoobt,
Commander-in-Chie- f G. A. Ii.

The National Tribune is Hie only
soldiers' paper that publishes a complete
and accurate review of the news of the week
in addition to its othor features. Subscribers
lo The National Tribune will find it
unnecessary to lake any other paper. Price,
one dollar per year.

To every person wb" 'I , - a club
of ten new subscribers a '41 .t., extra
copy of The National for
one year. Here ia a capita . . for
any enterprising comrade t
class newspaper without cost ':.

Commissioner Dudley's s u
the last number of The Nationaj , j".j;
that he ia "hurrying up the clan - or

rs, and will leave toothing if cone
to facilitate the examination of those ! i

hi the Bureau," has given great salu
tion to our veterans, and he may be si:
that his labors in. this direction will b,
heartily appreciated. General Dudley says
his heart is in the work, and that means a
great deal in the case of a public official who
has it ia his power to do so much for our
veterans in the way of adjusting the claims
that have been so long pending in his
Bureau. Oar ex-soldi- will not be slow
to recognize his efforts in their behalf.

THE KATXOSTAIi TRIBUNE: WASHEO-TON- , D. C, AUGUST' 26, 1882.

Equalization of Bounties.

Of all the soldiers' claims that have been
preferred against the Government since the
close of the rebellion none has rested on a
surer foundation in equity and justice than
that to the equalization of bounties, yet
none has been so persistently and bitterly
resisted. It is hard to realize that whilo
arrears of pensions have been granted to
the invalid survivors of the Union army
their right to an equalization of bounty is
still unrecognized; but such is the. hard,
cruel fact. It is an inconsistency which no

amount of argument can explain away, and
it would be idle to attempt an explanation.
The fact that measures embodying the prin-

ciple have repeatedly passed one Ilouse of
Congress, and that one of them actually
passed both Houses and would have become
a law but for President Grant's veto, is of
little weight when wo remember that other
claims of less inherent merit have been
allowed by Congress in the interim. The
record is of value as showing that whenevor
our Representatives and Senators have been
brought face to face with tho issue they
have been compelled to admit the justice of
tho principle involved, but that is all.
Nothing can atone for the cowardly neglect
which has been the real cause of congres-

sional inaction. To put tho case plainly, the
reason why the Equalization of Bounties
bill has never become a law is because Con-

gress has shirked its duty.
"Wo shall take occasion at some future

time to review the history of the various
attempts that have been made by the friends
of the soldier in Congress to procure tho
passage of this bill. The vital question now

is : Is it too late to make another effort for

its passage? "Wo think not. In tho first
place, the claim of tho soldier to the bounty
which tho Government contracted to pay him,
but which it withheld from him on purely
technical grounds, is as valid nowas it ever
was, and tho delay which has attended its
recognition but makes it the more impera
tive upon the Government to settle it with-

out further loss of time. In tho second
place, the only plausible pretext which Con
gressmen were ever able to find for voting
against it, namely, the poverty of the
Treasury, no longer exists. In explaining
his opposition to the bill when it was under
consideration during tho second session of
the Forty-thir- d Congress Senator Sherman
said: "If we were in a condition to pay to
the soldiers who served in the army of tho
United States $100,000,000, or any other given
sum of money, there is no man who would
1)0 more ready lo give that vote than I."
"We are at last in that condition. The an-

nual surplus in the Treasury of the United
States is $150,000,000, tho refunding opera-

tions have been carried almost to the
fuxthcrest point practicable, tho annual in-

terest charge has been reduced to a com-

paratively trifling sum, the currency of
the country has been restored to a specio
basis, and if Senator Sherman wore now
called upon lo vote on tho equalization of
bounties bill he could not withhold his sup-

port on the ground that there is no money
in tho Treasury. In tho third place, the
sentiment of the country generally is more
strongly than ever in favor of discharging
to the full every just obligation of the Gov-

ernment lo the soldier. It has manifested
itself in the hearty approval given to the
Arrears of Pension bill, and more recently
to the bill increasing tho force in the Pen-

sion Bureau. It is true that some influential
journals, which have always treated tho
claims of the soldier with contempt, delight
to antagonize all legislation in his interest,
but the great heart of the people still beats
in accord with his own. In the fourth place,
our ex-soldi- are hotter able to battle
for their rights than they have ever been
before. Hitherto they havo lacked organi-
zation, and they have had no representative
newspaper to plead their cause. In The
National Tribune they now havo an
advocate at onco powerful and fearless.
Through it they can reach the ear of Con-

gress and the public, and make their influ-

ence felt as never before. They are no
longer mere individuals, but a great, organ-

ized force, speaking through the most potent
of all human instrumentalities a great
newspaper. They are in a position to com-

pel Congress lo listen to them whether it
wishes lo or not. Congress, which has so

often conceded tho righteousness of their
claims, will not dare to iguoro their de-

mands, and if they aro united and deter-

mined and persistent, they will triumph
just as surely as they overcame and con-

quered in tho war, by virtue of these self-

same qualities.
Lastly, there are still in the Senate and

House of Representatives some brave and
trusty friends of the soldier to champion
their cause. "Wo have not forgotten that
Senator Logan, when advocating the passage

of the Equalization of Bounties in tho Forty-thir- d

Congress, gave this eloquent pledge of

his fidelity:
" I do not, know that my term will be

very long in this body, and it makes little
difference to me whether it is or not, but so
long as I do have a seat on this floor, I Avill

urge this bill the same as I havo urged it
for the four years I have been here, and in
the same way that I urged it when I was

x tho other branch of Congress, where I
' 'ped to pass it twice, and urge it because

.m it just, because I deem it right, and
other reason."

i 'm r xl Logan still retains his seat in the
.'.. . a , . '1 he will not, lack for earnest and

t v ' porters when he resumes the

'
i .i5 ui' reasons why we believe it is

:u oj i&tv- : make another attempt to
st' ; ..u 6Q i! tion of bounties and why
Th.' ..'ion ' ibune has determined

toht!ittuM - t. :' Comrades, are you
wilh'u- - ' ' then rally to our
standan. shoulder to shoul
der until ' ur efforta.

Lio Upon LIo.
According to the New York Herald the

people are "marking for destruction tho
members of Congress who took part in the
great pension swindle."

"What pension swindle? The only pen-

sion measures of importance that were
passed by Congress at its late session were
the regular Pension Appropriation bill, the
bill increasing the clerical force in the Pen-

sion Bureau and the Adjutant-General- 's and
Surgeon-General- 's Offices, and the bill remov-

ing tho charges of desertion against a certain
class of our rs. To which of these
three does the Hereilel refer? And wherein
lies the swindle? The money voted under
the regular Pension Appropriation bill was
voted in compliance with existing law, and
Congress had no option but to appropriate
it. It might as well havo refused to provide
for the support of tho army, the transporta-

tion of tho mails, or the interest on the pub-

lic debt. There was no swindle in that,
certainly, for tho money went to pay the
pensions already granted to our rs,

and no question as to tho legality of those

pensions was involved in the matter. "Was

it a swindle to increase the number of clerics

in the Pension Bureau so as to put an end to

tho delay that has hitherto attended the set-

tlement of pending claims. "We do not be-

lieve that even the Herald would dare to so

pronounce it. And in what respect was the
Desertion bill a swindle ? It appropriated
no money, but simply provided that those
who were unjustly marked on tho army
rolls as deserters, and thereby debarred from

obtaining a pension, should be relieved of

tho stigma. There was nothing approaching
a swindle in that. But to what, then, does

the Ilcredd refer? Does tho swindle exist
only in its own disordered imagination? It
would seem so. Furthermore, we should
like to know what ground it has for declar-

ing that "tho people" are marking for de-

struction the members who look part in this
imaginary pension legislation. Has any
political convention or public mass meeting
passed resolutions condemning Congressmen
for voting in favor of pension measures?
Has any Congressman received letters from

his constituents protesting against such ac-

tion on his part? If so, let the Ucralel furnish
the names, dates, and places. No such inti-

mation has ever reached our ears, and wo

believe the assertion to bo wantonly and
maliciously false. Why should the people

mark a Congressman for destruction when
he has only done his duty ? The peoplo are
not opposed to the payment of pensions. It
is only political demagogues like Senator
Beck and vituperative newpapers like tho
Herald that want to see our rs de-

prived of their just dues. The people, we
repeat, heartily approve the pension legisla-

tion of tho late session, and wo challenge tho
Herald to produce any proof to tho contrary.
Nay, we will go further, and defy it to name
a single congressional district in which the
issue has been even raised during the pres-

ent canvass. It cannot do it. There is not
a politician in the country who would dare
to advocate the rejection of a candidate on

the ground that he voted for tho Pension
Appropriation bill. The peoplo would spit
upon him as an ingrate and traitor. No.

The fact is siniply that tho Ilcredd lies and
knows it lies.

Our Grand Army Kujiorts.
A comrade of Ihe Grand Army writes us

to know why it is that The National
Tribune, containing, as it does, so much in-

teresting news concerning the condition of
the various Posts throughout the country,
has never had anything to say about tho
particular Post to which he belongs. The
answer is very simple. Our friend has never
furnished us any information in regard to it.
If ho will take the trouble to do so on some

future occasion, we, on our part, will be very
happy to print what he may see fit to send
us.

And this brings us to say that we aro glad
at all times to hear from our comrades of the
Grand Army. "Wo are not only willing, but
anxious to give publicity to the doings of the
Order, and wo shall esteem it a favor if thoy
will always notify us whenever anything of
special interest occurs in the Post or Depart-

ment to which they aro attached. Just at
this time, of course, the attention of our
comrades is chiefly occupied with the estab
lishment of new Posts and recruiting the
membership of the old. Commander-in-Chi- ef

Vandervoort has passed tho word along
tho lino that 50,000 new members must be en-

rolled in the Order during the present year,

and his followers are determined to make it
100,000 if they cm. Wo need hardly say

that nothing will be so apt to arouse a spirit
of enthusiastic rivalry among them, as the
publication, from time to timo, of tho record
of progress made by tho various Posts

If any of our comrades are
disposed to content themselves with tho
laurels already won, the knowledge of what
others are doing to build up tho Order will
be sure to spur them on to fresh efforts. Tho

laggards will bo shamed into activity, and
the workers will be encouraged to persevere

in their labors. For this reason wc invito the
officers of every Post and every Department to

use tho columns of The National Tribune
freely for tho publication of reports showing

the growth of tho Grand Army from week

lo week and month lo month. Our com-

rades in the Department of New York will
be gratified to learn what is being done in
the Department of Colorado, and the mem-

bers of the Order in Colorado will take a
similar pleasure in noting the progress made
in Now York. Tho example of each will
stimulate the other, and the result will bo

mutually beneficial.
We should bo glad to publish the proceed-

ings of every meeting of every Post in the
country, but that, of course, is impossible.
Tho Order has increased so rapidly that tho
most we can hope to do is to chronicle the
erection of new Posts, tho piogeedJBgs of De-- J

partment Encampments, and Grand Army
gatherings that possess a special inter-

est. For reports of these events we are
necessarily dependent, to a great extent,
upon volunteer correspondents, aud in
order that these reports may bo as full and
accurate as possible, it is important that every
Post should deputize one of its members to

furnished regularly for The National
Tribune an official account of everything
of interest that transpires. In that way the
value of our Grand Army record will be

greatly enhanced. The National Tribune
now goes to more than 0,000 post-office- s, em-

bracing every Stale and Territory in the
Union, and there is scarcely a Post in any
Department of tho Grand Army among
whoso members it does not number one or
more subscribers, so that any news pertain-

ing to the Order which appears in its columns
is sure to have a universal circulation. Our
veterans alike in tho forests of Oregon and
the everglades of Florida, the populous cities
of tho East and the mining camps of the
West, look to The National Tribune
every week for news of what their comrades
are doing to increase tho membership of the
Grand Army, and it is our desire to keep
them posted. Will not our comrades of the
various Posts help us to do so ?

Iicttors lo tho Editor.
Nothing gives tho editor of The Na-

tional Tribune greater pleasure than to
hear what his readers and subscribers have
to say concerning its conduct. A shrewd
Yankee once excused himself from attend-

ing church on tho ground that the minister
gave him no chanco to "talk back," and
while wo aro very far from conceding the
validity of tho oxense, it must be admitted
that tho desire to "talk back" is a very

natural and, under most circumstances, a
very laudablo feeling. It is at once an evi-

dence of intelligence and of interest in the
subject. Moreover, something is always to
be learned from the opinions of others, and

it is the mark of a fool to be wise in his own

conceit. For this reason we are alwaj's glad
to receive letters " to the editor." Our sub-

scribers are welcome to " talk back" just as

much as they plcaso and they may be
suro that, no matter what they say, the col-

umns of The National Tribune will
never be closed against them. We are al-

ways willing to answor their questions, no
matter on what subject, so far as we arc able,

and give duo consideration to their com-

plaints and criticisms. Up to the present
time these letters to the editor have had ref-

erence chiefly to matters connected with
pensions, bounties, the Grand Army, and
the history of the late war, and we have
reason to know that tho contents of " Our
Soldiers' Column " has not been tho least
attractive featuro of each issue. We should
bo happy, however, to seo our subscribers
display an active interest in other matters
also. Our Agricultural Department, for in-

stance, offers an inviting field for their spec-

ulations. The majority of our readers, we

take it, arc directly or indirectly interested
in agricultural pursuits, and doubtless their
exp'ferienco in tho management of the various
crops would serve as a guide to others if they
were disposed to make it puhiic. It is safe to

assume, also, that there are many points as to
which they themselves would like to have
fuller information. Such being the case, Ave

invite them to exercise the same freedom in
propounding questions concerning the til-

lage of the soil and the management of crops

that has characterized their correspond-
ence in regard to army matters. The editor
of our Agricultural Department, himself one
of the most eminent authorities in the
country, will take pleasure in answering
through tho columns of The National
Tribune any letters that may be addressed
to him on tho subject, and tho information
thus supplied will no doubt be of great
practical value to our readers generally. In
this country agriculture long ago attained
the dignity of a science, and iu these days
of improved machinery for the sowing, til-

lage and harvesting of crops, of improved
varieties of seeds, and of improved methods
of cultivation, tho farmer, in order to derive
tho maximum profit from his labor, must
study tho experiences of others beside him-

self. Time was when our farmers made
light of " book learning " and had a profound
contempt for tho agricultural editor as a
person of impracticable ideas, but they have
learned better, and the discoveries of experi-- .
mental farming aro now received with con-

sideration and respect. Wc cannot, of course,
devote as much space to tho treatment of
agricultural questions as journals which arc
published exclusively for that pupose, but
wo shall be glad to answer all inquiries
that our readers may be disposed to address
us in regard to the subject, and they may
rely upon tho accuracy of the information
furnished. It is our desire to make The
National Tribune not merely entertain-
ing, but useful to every subscriber, and as it
grows in circulation and influence wo shall
endeavor to make it more and moro inter-

esting and instructive.

Fresh proof has come to hand of tho
danger and futility of Arctic explorations.
A British steamer has arrived at Aberdeen
with the members of tho Leigh Smith Expe-

dition which sailed from England in June,
1881. Their escape was a wonderful piece

of good fortune, for their ship, the Eira, was
crushed by the ice last summor in the same
way as the Jeannetto, and after wintering in
a hut on a barren headland they were forced
to take to the sea in open boats. As in the
case of tho Jeanuette, tho ship sank so
quickly that they were unable to save many
stores, and they might havo met with the same
fate as Captain De Long had they not had
the luck to fall in with a British steamer. It
seems to us that such experiences as this
must go far towards curing the recent mania
for Arctic exploration.

The I'onsion OHice ITorce.

Of the eight hundred additional clerks
whose appointment to positions in the Pen-

sion Bureau was authorized by Congress,
during the recent session, four hundred have
already been selected and assigned to
duty, and tho balance will probably be
chosen within the next thirty days. Before

the expiration of that time, doubtless, the
force of the Surgeon-General- 's and Adjutant-Genera- l's

Offices will also have been increased
to the extent provided for in the legisla-

tive, executive and judicial appropriation
bill, and there will then be no further ex-

cuse for the delay which has heretofore at-

tended the adjustment of meritorious pen-

sion claims. The appointments already
made, it is understood, are partly experi-

mental, and it is the intention of Commis-

sioner Dudley, we believe, to retain only
such clerks as prove by the work actually
performed their fitness for the duty assigned
them, and if this rule is faithfully applied
it cannot fail to promote the efficiency of the
service. The examiners employed in the
Pension Office ought to be men of more than
average intelligence and judgment, for the
interests alike of the Government and its
pensioners are involved in their decisions,
and ignorance and incapacity are always
productive of evil. The record of work ac-

complished by the Pension Bureau during
the next two months will show whether
these new appointments aro of the right
sort or not.

Now that Commissioner Dudley has
secured the increase of force which he has
all along declared essential to the proper
dispatch of the business of his office, and
which The National Tribune so per-

sistently advocated itself, our ex-soldi- have
a right to expect a marked increase in the
rate of pension adjustments, and we trust
that they will not be disappointed. It i3

notorious that Commissioner Bentley looked
upon the pension system as an instrument
of fraud, and his efforts were directed rather
towards the rejection than the allowance of
pension claims. He was in favor of making
the requirements as to proof even more dif-

ficult of fulfillment than they now are, and
the fewer the nnmher of pensions granted
the better he was pleased. Commissioner

Dudley, on the contrary, is believed to re-

gard the speedy adjustment of the claims
on file in his bureau as a duty of the highest
importance, since the longer their settlement
is delayed the greater must be tho suffering
of tho claimants, and the result of his efforts

to expedite the business of his office will be
watched by our veterans, therefore, with un-

common interest. The responsibility which
has hitherto rested upon Congress has now
been transferred to his own shoulders, and
our pensioners and applicants for pensions
will be disposed to hold him accountable
should the increaso in the clerical force of
the bureau fail to bring about a propor-

tionate increase in the rate of adjustment.
Poor fellows ! It is enough to bring the

tears to one's eye3 to think how long they
have been compelled to wait for the pay-

ment of the debt which is due them from
the Nation. The bondholders have been

paid with the regularity of clockwork, and
their claims havo never been disputed, but
our old soldiers, whose valor and patriotism
preserved the Union from destruction, have
been treated as if they had no rights
which the Government was bound to re-

spect. It will always be a reproach to the
Nation that after it had recognized the
equity of their claims and authorized their
settlement, it neglected to provide the nec-

essary machinery to secure that settlement.
Some of the claims now on file in the Pen-

sion Bureau have been pending for years,
and many a poor soldier has died in poverty
and want becauso ho could not collect the
debt which tho Government admitted that
it owed him. Senator Hawley says no gov-

ernment ever treated its invalid soldiers so
generously as ours. That may be, hut it is
equally true that no Government ever per-

petrated a more cruel injustice upon its sol-

diers than did ours when after conceding
tho equity of their claims it left them to
secure their payment as best they could.
Tho period of anxious, almost hopeless,
waiting, is now, thank God ! almost over,
and Commissioner Dudley should esteem
himself happy that it has been given to his
administration to repair, so far as may be,
tho evil of the past, and at this lale day se-

cure to the helpless defenders of our country
the aid to which they havo so long been
entitled. It is a work worthy of any man's
ambition and wo trust Commissioner Dudley
will prove fully equal to it.

Tho Arrears Act and tho Tress.
"The Arrears of Pension Act," remarks

one of the leading journals in New York,
"will forever stand as a monument to
the ignorance and improvidence of tho Con-

gress that passed it." The writer then pro-

ceeds to condemn Senator Ingalls for the
bold and manly stand he has taken in the
righteous cause of tho soldier "and his in-

difference lo tho expenditure of public
money." Because the cost of tho Arrears
Act could not bo accurately estimated the
virtuous and indignant writer of the article
referred to lashes himself into a violent rage
and proceeds lo pour out his vials of wrath
upon the heads of Mr. Ingalls and others
who had the manly courage lo perform their
duty irrespective of the ravings of a few
alleged economists in and out of Congress.
The more fact that when provision was made
by Congress for tho payment of the honest
claims of soldiers and sailors thousands at
once presente"d their applications is in itself
a sufficient vindication of the justice and
necessity for tho passage of the Arrears Act.
The samo law that appropriated the sum
necessary to pay these debts made ample
provision for guarding the public Treasury
from abuses in the shape of fraudulent claims.
Every possible safeguard was thrown around
the Peasiou Bureau, nd so rigid indeed were

and are the examinations that many persons

entitled to pensions have been debarred from
obtaining their just dues because of their
inability to secure the positive evidence de-

manded by the Government. In the work
of auditing such a vast number of claims it
was of course to bo expected that a con-

siderable proportion would be presented by
persons not entitled to them, and it was
therefore necessary to provide for searching
examinations and require undisputed evi-

dence, verified by tho records of the War
Department, in order to prevent any abuse
of the act which provided relief for the
soldier. It is not charged from any source
that there has been any collusion between
the officials empowered to pass upon pension
claims and fraudulent claimants; it is not
asserted that the Government's obligation to
the men who saved the Nation i3 not a per-

fectly equitable one, and yet, forsooth, he-cau-se

the amount of the debt conld not be
accurately estimated the Congress that
passed the measure of .relief is made tho
subject of scurrilous abuse and the men who
sustained the cause of right and justice are
shamefully assailed. With equal justice it
might be said that Congress should repu-

diate the puhiic debt because at the close of
the war it was found to be greater than it
was supposed it would he at the outbreak of
the rebellion. The journal from which we
have quoted, and which discusses the whole
question of arrears of pensions in an elab-

orate article, after denouncing all pension
legislation as fraudulent, makes these re-

markable statements: "'Since the law has
been passed and it is not to be repealed, it
cannot be executed too soon. The Govern-

ment has a large surplus revenue which may
as well be spent in this way as any other."
Exactly so. The whole story 13 told in
these two sentences : The law is not going
to be repealed, and tho surplus revenue
affords the necessary sum to provide for
the payment of this branch of the Gov-

ernment indehtedness without imposing
any extraordinary burden on the people.
The money goes to pay off mortgages on
homesteads, to purchase necessary articles,
and to provide food and raiment for the
veterans and their dependents, and its ex-

penditure, of course, aids materially the
business interests of the places where it 13

expended. The only thing to regret in
connection with thi3 Arrears of Pensions
Act is that it was not passed many years
earlier, and that when it did become a law,
that the necessary force of clerks was not
immediately provided to enable an examina-
tion of the claims to he made within a
reasonablo period. That the press of the
country is mainly responsible for delaying
pension legislation there can be no doubt
whatever. The day has, however, at last
come when the soldier can demand that his
rights shall no longer be ignored. Through
the columns of The National Tribune
his voice, though he reside in Maine or
California, can penetrate to the Halls of
Congress, reminding the Representatives of
their duty, and admonishing them that it
must be performed fearlessly and in disre-

gard of venomous assaults of certain jour-
nals controlled hy bond-holde-rs and capi-

talists who demand to the utmost farthing
their own claims against the Government
as they mature. The utterances of many of
the leading daily newspapers are a disgrace
to the Nation, and Congress can well afford
to pay no attention to their senseless ravings
about " Government extravagance " in con-

nection with pension legislation.

The occupation of the Suez Canal by the
British forces under General Wolseley was a
coup eVelat that neither Arabi Pacha nor D8

Lesseps expected and tho intelligent war
correspondents failed to predict. General
Wolseley took pains to let it be known that
he intended to make a general attack on tho
Egyptian position at Aboukir, and made a
great parade of his preparations for the
assault, hut when his troops were all em-

barked he stole off quietly at night, and,
effecting a landing at Port Said, took pos?es- -

sion of the canal before the enemy had a
chance to offer any resistance. This stroke of
strategy will greatly simplify the campaign

in Egypt, for now the British commander
has nothing to fear from Arabi and can pro-

ceed against him at his leisure.

The arbitrary arrest and imprisonment of
Sheriff Gray, of Dublin, tho editor of The

Frcemans Journal, for alleged contempt of

court, has done much to discredit the Glad-

stone Irish policy. It was, in fact, a most

shameful abuse of authority, and like the

Phconix Park assassination, its effect is just
the reverse from what it was intended to be.

The murder of Lord Cavendish, instead of

hastening tho recognition of Irish rights,
only retarded it, and the imprisonment of
Mr. Gray, instead of impressing the Irish
peoplo with a sense of the power of tho
Home government, has only made them tho
more sensible of its injustice. If Mr. Glad-

stone is wise he will order tho release of Mr.

Gray at once.

The error which occurred in engrossing
the bill for the relief of soldiers charged

with technical desertion may have been
purely accidental. We havo no evidence

that it Avas not. At the same time it was
one of those blunders that are worse than
crimes, and we cannot but feel that some-

body should bo held responsible for it. It
was only by dint of much persuasion that
the House conferees on tho bill induced

the members of the Senate conference com-

mittee to compromise on six. instead cf

twelve months as tho period of service

which would entitle a soldier to the henefhs

of the act, and it is very hard that their
good work should bo rendered useless by
the stupidity, or worse, of an engrossing
clerk. It is to be hoped that Congress, when
it reassembles next December, will take
some effectual action for the correction of
the error.

J.- -


