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These are days of lamentations, but the
poor people can stand it if the price of pork
keeps up.

Since the 7th inst. foreign tourists cannot

complain that the United States is devoid

of interesting views. We have plenty of
them now.

JMoEE silver dollars are going out this
month, than are being coined. They are
finding their way into circulation in all
parts of the country, and especially in the
southwest. Old soldiers will need strong

suspenders to carry their pockets full of the
big dollars.

JkNEW York reporter gravely chronicles

the fact that Mrs. Langtry rode through the
park, and that the plume in her hat was yel-

low. ."We are informed also that she said she
thought the park was perfectly lovely. All
this is important, if we could only be as-

sured that it is true.

" This old soldier business is played out,"
remarked a Governmeut official the other
day, when he was handed an application for

appointment to a clerkship. It is safe to

Bay that the gentleman who warmed his feet
at a Government grate ami took things easy

in a comfortable Government office, never
lived on an Andersonville bill of fare, or
campaigned between the Potomac and the
James Rivers.

We have received a beautiful card of invi-

tation to attend the Camp-fir- e and Supper of
the John B. Wyman Tost, No. 32, G. A. It.,
Clintonviile, Wis., on Thanksgiving evening,

November 30th. We know the boys will
have a good time, and could the telegraph
enable us to be present we would join in
hearty accord with the festivities, certain
that we should receive a "soldier's wel

jicome.

TnE political parties will soon bo back at
the Capital, and then will begin the grand-

est game of chess ever engaged in. The
people are the pawns all the time. The
issue between the parties will be the tariff,
and each will attempt to handle the matter
in such a way as to secure the popular ap-

proval. There are indications of an inten-

tion on the part of Republican managers to
do nothing with the subject next session

but to hand it all over to the Democratic
Congress.

It is the fashion to laugh at the anti-monopoli-

and set down their warnings
as a lete noir. Nothing could be more short
sighted-- The time is coming when the
peace of the country will bo threatened by
the peoples' impatience, because one man
can dictate to the farmers of a half-doze-n

States how much their wheat shall be worth
upon any day of the year. The question of
inter-Stat-e commerce Is a legitimate subject
for Congressional control, and the limit to
which freights can be put must be fixed.

The siege of Knoxville closes with this
number. A graphic description of the bat-

tle of Gettysburg will occupy the first page

in'the next week's issue, written by a par-

ticipants that world-renowne- d engagement

It is the object of The National Tribune
to contribute to the literature of the war flic

most accurate accounts of the various cam-

paigns and battles in which the Union forces

were engaged. The writer of these sketches
courts the most rigid criticism as to his
statements of fact, and will take pleasure in
rectifying any errors into which ho may be

led by his reliance upon official reports.

A subscriber writes us that the Post of

the Grand Army of the Republic at Polo,

IlKnois, will probably be disbanded owing

to a lack of interest among its comrades.

This is certainly strange news to us, coming

as it does, the one tiny note of discontent

among the indications of inter-

est in all other sections of the country. As

J
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the number of readers of The National
Tribune increases in the neighborhood of
Polo, we know that the comrades will

hasten to stir tip the embers of their Camp-fir- e,

until its ruddy glow lightens the faces

of all ex-soldi- of the place.

The Impending Danger.
Politicians are always aching to do some-

thing. They seem to fear that anything

like inactivity on their part would argue

against the necessity of their existence. The
first thing the raw Congressman has an itch-

ing to do upon his arrival in Washington is
to inaugurate some great financial reform

and correct the affairs of the Treasury ; all

last session there was a consuming desire to

do something in the way of financial
legislation, and it became the fashion to

decry the abundance of money in the Treas-

ury. The anomalous position was taken

that it was dangerous for the income of the
Government to be largo enough to leave a
good, healthy margin over expenses. A sur-

plus in the Treasury was denounced as the
bane of our National existence.

It was considered dangerous. It would
bring on extravagance. All the evils for-

bidden in the decalogue were as nothing
compared to the mere crimo of an adminis-

tration of the Nation which lived within its
income.

The people would have been excusable for

understanding from the arguments of these
statesmen that the latter would have re-

garded it as a wise policy to cut down the
receipts to a point less than the expend-

itures of the Government. Indeed, this is
exactly what the last Congress was in immi-

nent danger of doing, and it is what the coun-

try has to fear from the approaching session.

"The reduction of taxation," a phrase
whoso meaning no one stops to inqure, is

the cry of the hour. Congressmen's ears are
always pricked up ready to catch the faint-e-st

watchword which floats indistinctly in

the air.
The same eagerness to do something has

existed before, and the history of the coun-

try has recorded the result in its annals of

bitterness, distress and woe. At other times
there has been an overflowing Treasury.
There was the same wild resort to reckless
expedient by Congress to dispose of what it
regarded as a dangerous accumulation of
wealth. Times were prosperous as they are
to-da- y. Business was good. Public credit
was equal to what it is at this time. We
were rich, proud, and little dreamed of ap-

proaching calamity.
Trouble wasbrought then upon the country

in a moment, as it were, and may be again, by
this burning thirst on the part of Congress-

men to do something. The country was
going on well enough. Temporarily there
was a little spare money in the Treasury.
This, in the eyes of pseudo-statesme- n, was the
great evil to be disposed of. Financial legis-tio- n

innocent and simple in appearance re-

sulted. The effect was ruin, hard times, and
years of struggling to repair the damage so

easily done.

The history of the country affords many
examples of this kind of legislation and its
consequences.

In 1S3G the country had been for several
years passing through a period of remarkable
prosperity. The debt had been reduced to
practically nothing. Claims to the amount
of but a few thousand dollars were out-

standing, and to meet this demand money
in the Treasury wa3 set aside. These liabili-

ties had not been settled simply because the
funds to meet them, which had been de-

posited in the United States Bank, had not
been called for. At the same time the
estimate of the receipts and expenditures
showed the probability of a surplus of at
least $14,000,000 in the Treasury at the close

of the year 183G. This estimate was, indeed,
exceeded, and the surplus for that year was
over $33,000,000.

In order to dispose of this troublesome
surplus a scheme was inaugurated, and
under an act approved June 23, 183G, it was
decided to distribute the money accumu-

lated in the National Treasury among the
various States. It did not seom possible to
the statesmen who debated the question
and passed the law that times would ever
change, and it was supposed that a safe

remedy had been happily discovered for an
ever-embarrassi- ng plethora. So the money
went out and the Treasury was relieved of
nearly $30,000,000, which was scattered
broadcast among the States.

In 1837, however, everything had changed.
The flush times of 1 835-3-G had been suc-

ceeded by gloomy depression and extraor-

dinary panic. Bnsiness was at a standstill
everywhere. Most of the banks suspended
specie payment. Staunch firms reeled and
collapsed in the general ruin. The salo of
public land stopped. It was impossible
even ..o collect duties on imported goods.

Instead of an overflowing Treasury, there
was now an empty one.

A bill was passed to postpone the payment

of the fourth installment to the Slates, and
even at that moment the expenses of the
Government were $2,000,000 in arrears. In
the same breath, upon the recommendation

of the Secretary of the Treasury, a bill was

passed by Congress authorizing the Presi-

dent to cause the issue of a six per cent, loan
not exceeding ?1 0,000,000. It was approved

October 12, 1837, and under it the full
amount authorized was Issued.

It was a long time before an overflowing

Treasury was again an evil with which
Congress had to contend.

Twenty years later there was another

period of unusual business activity and
fiuaucial prosperity. Again the Treasury

was full, and as the result proved, it only

took a little tinkering to accomplish its

speedy depiction. A largo debt for that
period of the Nation's history had been

handed down as the result of the former de-

pression and of the loans authorized to meet

the expenses of tho Mexican war. The events

of this time, 1S57, show with what uncer-

tainty the financial condition of the country
can be relied upon. The surplus was then
used in the purchase of bonds, and as high as
twenty-tw-o and one-ha- lf per cent, was paid
to holders to surrender their securities to the
Government On October 17, 1857, the last
redemption of bonds was made, and sixteen
j)er cent, premium was paid. Two months
later tho condition of affairs had again
changed. A crash had come, and instead of
an overflowing Treasury the Government
was attempting to borrow money to pay its
expenses.

Tho Secretary of tho Treasury, in his
annual report, December 8, 1857, informed
Congress that although there was a balance
on hand at the close of the last fiscal year
amounting to nearly $18,000,000, yet, so

great was the falling off in tho revenues,
that it would be absolutely necessary to
provide the Treasury with some means to
meet the demands upon it A bill was
introduced in Congress a week later, under
the provisions of which an issue to the
amount of $52,778,000 in Treasury notes
was made.

At that time, so great was tho confidence

of the Secretary that the financial reversion
was onty temporary, that in his recommend-

ation ho advised an issue not to exceed

$20,000,000, and only for a limited period.
But it is not necessary to go back so far in

tho annals of the country to demonstrate
the danger of too great reliance upon tho
stability of its financial condition. In tho
midst of the wonderful prosperity of tho
past year, when a surplus of $151,000,000
was applied to the extinguishment of the
debt, it is, perhaps, excusable that even pub-

lic men should forget that only three years
ago the Treasury of tho United States was
in embarrassing straits.

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879,

the expenses of tho Government exceeded

its receipts during the first three quarters.
Secretary Sherman was busily engaged de-

vising some means by which Congiess might
provide a way for increasing tho resources
of tho Government by a new issue of bonds
or augmented taxation, when the sudden
recuperation of business during the last
quarter of the year enabled him to pay ex-

penses and have a small surplus upon tho
1st of July.

The fiscal year closed with the public debt
standing at $2,027,207,250 against $2,035,-78G,83- 1

for the corresponding day of the pre-

vious year, making a total reduction for tho
twelve months of only $S,519,575, or rather an
apparent reduction by regarding the cash in
tho Treasury as an offset to an equal amount
of liability. Actually, for the ontire year,
there was but $1S,500 worth of bonds re-

deemed. For that year the Sinking Fund
was $30,000,000 in debt.

Again, as in '37 and '57, an overflowing

Treasury is the Congressional eyesore. Tho
history of finaucial instability brings to our
statesmen no lesson of warning.

With appropriations amounting to $251,-423,1- 17

for the current year, and in addition
to this two calls for bonds amounting to
$20,200,000 having matured, four calls more

made, but unmatured, for $71,500,000', and
tho receipts not materially increasing as
compared with last year, our uneasy Con-

gressmen threaten to plunge the country
once more into financial uncertainty, result-

ing from ed and useless legislation.
How they expect to meet these liabilities,

and at the same time abolish or cripple their
income, passes the comprehension of a finan-

cier skilled only in the common-sens-e man-

agement of private business.

"Tho 2m1it7.7.Ioiiicnt of Time" Commis-

sioner Dudley's Circular to his Clerks.
The following circular addressed by Com-

missioner Dudley to his clerks tells its own

story:
DkPARTMKNT Or TIIK INTERIOR,

Pension Office, November 11, 16S2.
Circular.

I am very sorry to bo compelled to call tins
marked attention of the employees of this ofiice
to an evil that if there is power enough vested
in me, and 1 think there is, shall no longer re-

main as a stigma upon this office.
In return fur the pay you for your

services, yo' owe tho Government ami the
almost despairing claimants before this office
six and one-ha- lf hours of honest, industrious
labor every working day, except Saturday, and
five and one-ha- lf houis on that day, and any
encroachments you make upon that time for
any purpose, or upon any excuse, save only
actual sicknuis or leave of absence, is at the ox-pen- so

of your personal horn.sty. Now, you
would not wish it known to the country and
its defenders that the fifteen minutes at morn-
ing and at noon to get from the street to your
desk is taken by you from the time which is
theirs; nor would you like thim to know that
tho half hour allowed for lunch is extended to
nearly an hour by your eating lunch when you
should be at work, and spending the lunch-tim- e

on tho street. Would you wish claimants
who are waiting and hoping that you will
settle their cases soon, that the winter wolf
may be kept from the door, to witness the en-

tire cessation of work which with many too often
takes placo at qu.uler p.wt twelve and quarter
before four each day, that you may bo out of
the office at 12-M- and 1 o'clock V

Hereafter each clerk or employee must allow
himself or herself ample time before oflico hours
to enter tho ofiice and be at his or her desk so
as to take up work promptly at 0 and 1 o'clock,
and not lay it down until 3 2:0 and t o'clock.
And 1 simply have this to say, that this odlco
will hereafter have no use lor any clerk, ex-

aminer or reviewer who will not devote to tho
work of the ofiice six and one-hal- f hours each
day, except Saturday, and five and one-ha- lf

hours on that day.
No example is furnished by a single officer of

this bureau for the reckless wiuite of time, which
it is my intention by this circular order to put
an end to, nor can there be any reasonable ex-

cuse offered for it. Let it be well understood
by every employee of this bureau that god
moral character, correct habits and a conscien-
tious discharge of duty, both as regards tho
time employed and the character of work done,
command and will receive tho commendation
and respect of the ollicers of this bureau; and
that their onposites arc tho surest road to dis-misss- al.

There is no necessity for Sunday work, sayo
in very rare and exceptional cases, and it will
bo discontinued herealter. Admittaneo to tho
office will bo denied on Sunday, and except
from H.I50 a. m. to 1::0 p. m. on other days of the
week, to all except officers of the bureau,
chiefs of division and tho law clerk.and all orders
in conflict therewith are rescinded. Exception
to the rulo governing admittaneo to the build-
ing will bo made by tho chief clerk, one of tho
deputy coinniisionors or the commissioner,
when "tho necessity actually exists.
' There are, I am happy to say, many to whom

this circular has no application; probably al-

most as many as there arc to whom it does.
Men and women who are conscientious and
honest about tho discharge of their duty havo

my earnest commendation, and such I shall de-

light to honor; but there are, unfortunately,
too many whose conduct in this respect has
called forth this order, and sneli will do well to
heed the warning herein addressed to them.
However, this circular Avill be handed to all,
and those to whom it applies will readily recog-
nize themselves in the picture drawn. I hopo
it will not become necessary to administer so
severe a rebuko again.

Chiefs of divisions aro hereby required to
furnish tho chief clerk weekly with a report
showing tho names of thoso who, after the de-

livery of this circular to them, continue tho
embezzlement of timo complained of, and to
whom this circular has special reference no
matter what their grade or position.

War. W. Dudley, Commissioner.
No more zealous officer than General

Dudley has ever held position in Washing-

ton, and it is doubtful if any officer or clerk
in the Pension Ofiice is required by the
Commissioner to perform an equal amount
of work with himself.

After a busy day at the office it is his
regular habit to take a bundle of papers
home with him, and at an hour when his
clerks aro seeking pleasure or rest, he is
busy straightening out the tangled thread of
testimony in some knotty case.

It will occur to many of our readers who
are employed early and late at their various
avocations that six and a half hours is not a
very long day's work and that a clerk ought
to bo glad to be let off with so short a period
of labor. The hours at which Departments
shall open and close aro fixed by law and the
most the chief can do is to insist upon a full
compliance with tho rules. A half hour
idled away by eight hundred clerks each day
equals the loss of sixty --six clerks, and tho
Commissioner is determined that so large an
amount of time belonging to the Government
shall not be wasted. Tho Pension clerks
would do well to heed the warning given in
his circular. This justifies everything that
The Tribune has said in former numbers
concerning the determination of Commis-

sioner Dudley to push forward the important
work of his office, and wo predict that the
future increase in allowances will show that
he fully appreciates the sacredness of the
trust committed to hi3 charge.

Prisoners of "War Associations.
There is no class of our late comrades who

have more of our earnest sympathy than the
survivors of confederate prison pens, and
none for whoso interest The National
Tribune is more willing to work. Tho
speech of Edwin U. Miner, printed on the
first page of this issue, must awaken in the
hearts of every thinking mind an earnest
resolve that justice shall be done this
hitherto neglected class of soldiers.

Mr. Miner well says: "This country owes
at least as high a duty to tho men who lan-

guished or died in Southern prisons as to
those who fell by the bullet in the ranks ;

men, in most instances, the bravest, because
they were taken from the front of those
brave and resolute ranks with their faces to

the foe."

The survivors bear the marks of the
cruelty from which they suffered in the
form of disease in almost every type.

To unite these men in a common cause
and bring their claims prominently before

tho people and thus before Congress is one

object to which The National Tribune
is devoted. We need not say that the most
practical and therefore the bast method by
which the members of the Prisoners of War
Associations can second our efforts is to sub-

scribe for The Tribune, and thus the sooner

enable us to reach the 100,000 subscribers to-

ward which weaim. The powerand influence
of a paper like The National Tribune.
published at the seat of Government, known
to reach half a million readers, devoted to
the interests of Union soldiers, cannot be
overestimated. We trust therefore that a
systematic effort will bo made at all the
meetings of these associations to increase
the number of our readers, and thus increase
in direct ratio the power of The Tribune
to labor in their behalf.

Turin" and Tuxes.

With the fall or rise of political parties,
as such, The National Tribune does not
concern itself, but the fact cannot be denied
that the success of tho Democratic party in
tho Congressional elections affords some

reason for the belief that its return to power
will be signalized by the abolishment of tho
internal revenue taxes as well as the over-

throw of our present protective tariff. Tho

probability of the latter occurrence is not,
as yet, very stroug, however, since all Demo-

crats are by no means free-trader- s, although
most free-trade- rs are Democrats. The Na-

tional Tribune has always stoutly main-

tained the wisdom of imposing a high tariffas

a means of fostering home industries, and it
believes that, irrespective of party, the great
majority of our bread-winne- rs are of the
same way of thinking. A great change,
indeed, has come over tho country in this
respect, within the last few years. For-

merly the South and West were strongly
free-trad- e in sentiment, but, with the growth
of manufactures in thoso sections, a great
revolution of public opinion has taken placo

and even in the Prairie States, where ono

would naturally expect free-irad- o ideas to
prevail, the advocates of protection are in
the majority. It is quite likely that the
tariff will be materially modified by the
next Congress, but any attempt to supersede

it with " a tariff for revenue only " is pretty
sure to end in failure.

As for the proposed reduction in internal
revenue taxation, that is a question merely
of whether or not the Government can afford

it. The Tribune has always taken the
ground that Congress has no right to cut off

this source of revenue until it has provided
for the payment in full of the Government's
obligations to its ex -- soldiers, and that
it would also bo tho height of unwis-

dom looking at tho matter from a

purely business standpoint to do so.

The country is now prosperous, and abund-

antly able to pay, without inconvenience,

tho indirect taxes levied upon it by the
general Government, so that there is no real

necessity for abating them. While, on the
other hand, the money thus collected will
certainly be required to extinguish the debts
of honor which the Nation contracted at the
time when the slaveholder's rebellion put its
life in peril. It must be confessed, however,
that the movement to compel a reductiou or
abolishment of these taxes is very formida-

ble. It is led by some of the most influen-

tial statesmen in the country, the capitalists
whom it will benefit are, of course, in favor
of it, and such newspapers as the New York
Sim and Herald are clamorous for it. Should
it be successful, there is great danger that
the enemies of the soldier would seize upon
it as a pretext for opposing all further pen-

sion and bounty legislation, and it cannot bo

denied that tho cry of " an empty treasury "

is generally sufficient to defeat any measure
in which tho soldier's welfare is concerned.

This is the most serious evil that now threat-
ens our rs, and they should take
advantage of any means that offers to avert it

personal appeals to their Representatives
in Congress, petitions, resolutions, and pro-

tests. Let them speak out loudly and boldly!

The Next Congress.
Now that the political complexion of the

next Congress has been determined beyond
doubt, the attitude which it will assume
towards tho soldier becomes an interesting
subject for speculators. Will the Demo-

cratic majority, recognizing the justice of
the claims which our ex-soldi- have made
upon the Government, vote for their pay-

ment, or, insensible to all entreaties, deny
them consideration ? That is the question,
and in our judgment the sort of answer that
will be returned to it will depend to a great
extent upon the steps which our veterans
see fit to take in the meantime to bring
their cause to the attention of the members-ele- ct

Unless convened in extra session, the
next House will not assemble until Decem-

ber of next year and ample time will there-

fore be afforded for ascertaining the senti-mon- ts

of each Congressman in regard to
pending pension and bounty measures and
bringing to bear upon all who are open to
conviction every possible argument in favor
of their adoption. Our comrades make a
serious m islake if they imagine that a change
in the political complexion of the House of
Representatives necessarily involves the
overthrow of the principles for which they
have been contending. It is true that among
the candidates who failed of on

Tuesday of last week were some who had
earned the right to be considered the true
friends of the soldier, and that their voices

and votes will bo sadly missed in the next
House, but as we have frequently pointed out
the issue between our ex-soldi- and Con-

gress is not one of partisan politics, and it
is of small consequence to them which party
is in the majority, provided that our Cou-gtessm- en

are individually disposed to give
their cause a fair hearing. We know that
among the new members elected by Demo-

cratic votes are some warm advocates of
soldiers' rights, and should an attempt be
made to draw party lines on any question
affecting their interests, we feel sure that it
will meet with immediate and emphatic
condemnation. The truth is that no politi-

cal party cau any longer afford to ignore
the soldier. As compared with two years
ago, when there was a lack of all organiza-

tion among our comrades to secure the re-

cognition of their claims, the sitnation is
decidedly cheering. Our veterans are be-

ginning to awake to a consciousness Tsf their
power. The movement which was recently
inaugurated in New York to compel the en-

forcement of the law touching the employ-

ment of rs and their widows and
orphans in the civil service of the couutry.
is a striking proof of this fact, and the suc-

cess which has attended it will undoubtedly
be productive of a more resolute spirit
among our comrades generally hereafter.
Unity of action ha3 from the first been all
that was needed to secure to our ex-soldi-

the respectful consideration of their claims,

and what it has accomplished in the case in
question is but a trifle in comparison with
what it is sure to achieve in other directions.

A whole year, as we have said, will
probably elapse before the Congressmen

elacted last week will bo called upon
to legislate for tho Nation, and in
that time our veterans will have abun-

dant opportunity to make themselves heard.
What they should do is to address them-

selves personally to the work of acquainting
our representatives-elec- t with the merits of

the measures whose passage is desired at
their hands, as also tho real state of public
opinion in regard to them. They may rely
on The National Tribune not only to

second their efforts, but to lead the advance,

and no timo ought to be lost in falling into
line. We propose to force the fighting, and Ave

call upon our comrades to rally to our sup-

port. There is scarcely a city, town, village
or post-offic- e, from Maine to California,

which The Tribune does not reach, but to

accomplish tho full measure of its mission, its
voice should bo heard in tho home of every
ex-sold- ier in the land. We have said that
organization is essential to the successful

maintenance of soldiers' rights, and we say

now that there is no organization so effective

as that which subsists between a great news-

paper and its readers. It not only fur-

nishes ' a medium for tho interchange of

views and opinions, but constitutes a most

potent instrument for the expression of the

popular will. The time is long past when

it was necessary to discuss the influence of

tho press. That is a power which every one

now admits to bo irresistible, when exercised

in behalf of a righteous cause, such as

that which The Tribune has espoused.

But to exert the full measure of its force,

tho press must receive the support of public

opinion. Tho power of a newspaper is di-

rectly proportionate to tho number of its
readors, and that is why it is essential that
our ox -- soldiers should concentrate their

strength in support of a great journal like
The Tribune, instead of dividing it among
those of merely local influence. Our Sub-

scribers cannot fail to recognize the signifi-

cance of this truth, and we look to them to
carry it into practice. The sooner they do

so, the sooner the mission of The National
Tribune will be accomplished.

The Smith Family at Ylcksburg.
Tun siege of Vicksburg, other

good things, brought tho Smiths into noto-

riety. There was Morgan L. Smith in com-

mand of a division, and Andrew Jackson
Smith, John E. Smith, William Soucy
Smith, Giles A. Smith, and Thomas Kilby
Smith in command of brigades, who won
their stars in " the imminent deadly breach,"
risking death to gain distinction in "general
orders." The name of the Smiths who com-

manded regiments and companies and held
staff offices ivas "legion," and whether lead-

ing a forlorn hope on the enemy's works or
in a cavalry fray, they did their work well
without regard to consequences. When it
comes to ed officers and pri-

vates, the pen falters before the task of
enumerating the number of Smiths who
bore their trusty bayonets in the battles of
Big Black River, Jackson, Champion Hills,
and at the bloody assaults upon Pemberton'a
well-defende- d lines at Vicksburg; but it
may be assumed that, whether in the fierce

attack upon the enemy's works, or in tho
less hazardous forays upon the enemy's
chicken roosts, they bore their part of the
conflict with manly disregard of personal
consequences. In fact, they may be regarded
as an impersonal family.
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It is a pleasant surprise in looking over the
mail books of The National Tribune, to
see the way in which the whole United States
is being enfolded within their pages. There
is not a State or Territory in all the vast
domain, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, but
what receives The National Tribune.

Such a good result as this is doubly grati-

fying to us, because it not only shows that
our efforts are appreciated, but that the sol-

diers and their friends are anxious to keep
up the bond of union and S3rmpathy so many
years after actual war has ceased. The
National Tribune on November 11th,
1882, was sent to actual subscribers at the
following number of xost-ofuc- es throughout
the country :

DISTIUBCTIOX OF CIKCULATIOS.
Wales. 1'ost Offices finlcs. Post Ojpce.

Elaine I'M
Kcw Hampshire...- - 07 Indiana 117
Vermont..- - 1Q5 Illinois 1'iO
Massachusetts- - 217 Michigan )

Connecticut 152 "Wisconsin - Sn)
IMiode island 20 Minnesota - 2.17
New York 821
Now Jersey 17t Missouri 2-- l

Pennsylvania - 730 Kansas - I.J
Delaware 10 Nebraska ljMaryland CS Colorado- - 1G

Virginia - 25 Nevada -- .... 10
Vc- -t Virginia 70 California 174

North Carolina.. 30 j rco ii
South Carolina - 0 Indian Territory ... 5
Georgia 8 New Mexico " 5
Florida IS Arizona " 4
Alabama- - 20 ITtah ' 1

Mis-Nsip- pi 9 Dakota " 70
Louisiana ... 3 Montana " 13
Texas - 50 Wyoming "........ 10
Arkansas - 41 Idaho " G

TeniiLseo 92 AVashiiiKton "........ 37
Kentucky --. 107 Canada " 45

Total number of post-oflic- es Nov. 11, 1SS2... 8,050
Sept. 1, 1SS2 0,797

Gain since September 1 ...... 1,259

A glance will show how well it is distrib-

uted in those States that so largely contrib-

uted of their best blood to preserve the
country. In the seventy-tw-o days that have
elapsed since September 1st, the increase in
the number of post-office- s to which The
Tribune is sent was 1,259, or an increase of
nearly eighteen each day, including Sun-

days and as there are in all a little over
45,000 pest-office- s, great and small, it will
be seen that we reach nearly one-fift- h of
them in the country.

From a non-partis- an standpoint the grand
causes of the late political tidal wave were
two-fol- d. First, the idea that a few men were

were allowed to enjoy the emoluments and
dictate to others in the matter of the offices.

Second, that lawless methods had come into
vojfne, and were used to accomplish politi-

cal results in defiance of what is conceived

to bo fair play. These two, ideas took pos-

session of the minds of the people, and for

the nonce party allegiance was forgotten on

both sides. The grievance is as much
against one party as the other, wherever it
is in power. Two things must be done to
correct these real or livueied abuses. First,
a fixed tenure of office in the civil service

must be established. Second, preliminary
political methods must be governed by some

law. There must be some simple way lor
controlling tho conduct of primaries and
conventions like that now in vogue, to in-

sure the integrity of elections.

Every old soldier, for his children's sal.e,

should endeavor to take advantage of tho

preference granted him in the matter uf
homesteads while there are still left millions
of acres of the finest of farming land in
Kansas and Dakota. Every man who will
leave a quarter section of this land to his
family will go to the next world assured
that those who survive him will not want
for the bounties of life. The time which a
soldier employed in the defense of his
country stands to his credit as so many
years to be deducted from those which an
ordinary citizen is obliged to live upon hid

homestead before he can securo a patent for

the land.

Now that tho clerks have returned to their
desks from their voting furloughs, and the
new force given by Congress at the last session

havo become somewhat familiar with their
duties in the various brauches of pension
adjustment, we may look for a handsome
increase in the number of cases adjudicated
each week over the average of past montlis.

Wo hope that tho weekly total will soon

mount up into the thousands.

The National Tribune assures its read-

ers that the indorsements of Durang's
Rheumatic Remedy in another column are
genuine, and that foil reliance may bo placed
in R. K. Helphenstine, the proprietor, who is
a perfectly responsible Washington druggist.


