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The number of subscriptions to The Na-

tional TRIBUXK received during the iceek

ending yesterday, December '20th, was 2,150.

Do NOT let the year go by without obtain-

ing at least one new subscriber to The
Tkibune.

Head what Commander-in-Chie- f VanDer-

voort says of The Tribune and act upon
his advice. The rolls of the Grand Army
and The Tribune onght to increase to-

gether, for they are working hand in hand.

The number of pension certificates issued
during the week ending "Wednesday, Decem-rSOt- h:

Original, 921; increase, 229; re-

issue, 73; restoration, 29; duplicate, 20:
arrears, 6 ; accrued pensions, 3-- 1 ; total, 1,312.

The Tribune's Christmas present to its
subscribers: Two sample copies of this
week's issue. Give theai to such of your
comrades as are not already subscribers, and
send in their subscriptions as a New Year's
gift to The Tribune.

The current number of PucJ: has a car-

toon which will make the marble beart of
Senator Beck thrill with joy. It represents
a pensioner of the United States Government
helping himself, with a hundred hands, to
the contents of a bowl labeled " United States
Treasury." The title of the cartoon is " The
Insatiable Glutton." This is the finishing
touch. The pension roll has been denounced
as fraudulent, the pensioners themselves
have been branded as imposters, and. even
Commissioner Dudley has been accused of
conspiring to rob the Government, but never
nntil now have our maimed and crippled
heroes been made the subject of a vile and
brutal caricature. Ilenceforth let our ex-soldi-

give no quarter to their enemies.
Side by side with this filthy caricature nail up
the picture of Andersonville, and let us see
whether the smile will not die awajr on the
lips of the public. The men who saved the
Union are not quite helpless yet, thank God,
and there are sons left to vindicate the honor
of those who are dead. Let them rally to the
standard ofThe Tribune and make common
cause with it against the ingrates who, in
this age of the Nation's crowning prosperity,
would fain disgrace the men who made that
prosperity possible.

Ten rs residing at Ludlow, Vt.,
have clubbed together and raised the money
necessary to send The National Tribune
for one year to Mr. J. P. Hoskinson, whom
they describe as in sore need of enlighten-
ment on the subject of soldier's rights. Mr.
Hoskinson, it seems, was an unsuccessful
candidate for political honors at the last
Republican convention, and accused the
Grand Army. of an attempt to run the con-

vention solely in the interest of soldier can-

didates, thereby displaying his utter ignor-

ance of the character and objects of the
Order, as well as an unreasonable antipathy
to any recognition in politics of the soldier's
services. "We have read Mr. Iloskinson's
speeches and letters with close attention,
and we heartily concur in the opinion that
he is sorely in need of enlightenment. If
he will peruse the columns of ,Tiie Tribune
carefully during the ensuing year, we are
confident that his views will undergo a
material change, and he may yet thank these
ten veterans for the generosity which they
have displayed in defraying the cost of his
education.

The purpose of the Equalization of Boun-

ties bill is simply to undo a great wrong.

No one disputes the equity of the measure
and it is time that it were affirmed by Con

gress. The Government of the United States
owes to every ex-soldi- er who enlisted in
its service, and who holds an honorable
discharge, eight and one-thir- d dollars for

every month that he was in its service, less
only the amount of bounty which he actu-

ally received from it, "We are in favor of
paying that debt, before the tax on patent
medicines, perfumery, cosmetics, checks,

bank deposits, tobacco, and whiskey is taken
off. How eloquent are the words of the late
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Senator Morton, Indiana's great war Gov- -

ernor:
"Mr. President, justice to the soldier cannot

always be deferred. It must and will triumph
Foniutimo. If it does not come this Congress it
will come at some other Congress. It is a part
of the war debt, as much so as the 0 bonds
or the 10--1- 0 bonus. It is founded ou the same
principle of justice. It is an obligation resting
upon this Nation, and if it takes $20,000,000 or
$50,000,000 can make diircrcnce. It is a debt
this Nation honestly owes and onght to be paid.
In other words, let the bounty be equalized;
put all honorably-discharge- d soldiers upon the
same basis: pay them at the same rate. They
are entitled to it. The justice of it no man can
dispute, and tbat is all that this bill contem-
plates. 1 am for it. I voto for it with all my
heart,"

Merry Christinas.
Merry Christmas, comrades ! Merry, not

simply with all the outward cheer of the
season the Christmas tree with its fairy
fruits, the plethoric stocking with its won-

drous lining, and the groaning board with
its steaming pudding but merry with the
inward joy that springs from a light heart,
and an approving conscience. For, after all,
it is not the deed, but the will, that exem-

plifies the true Christmas spirit, and it is

not the gift itself, but the feeling which
prompts it, that endears the donor to us.

Let no one think because he has not the
wealth of a Yanderbilt that his celebration
of the day must therefore be lacking in the
genuine Christmas flavor. "What can a man
given over to the lust of gold know of the
pleasure which comes of making other peo-

ple happy ? And isn't that, after all, the
essence and purpose and meaning of Christ-

mas to make other people happy? So we
say, comrades, though it may seem hard
that others should be rolling in wealth,
while you, who deserve most of all to be
secured against poverty and want, are com-

pelled to maintain a daily struggle for exist-

ence, do not let any spirit of envy or regret
enter into your celebration of the day.

Merry Christmas, comrades! This Nation
owes it to you that it is still merry. Twenty
years ago the song the angels sang to the
shepherds, as they tended their flocks that
starry night on Bethlehem's plains, seemed

but a hollow mockery. " Peace on earth "

with the thunder of rebel camxon ringing in
our ears! " Good will to men " with thou-

sands of gallant soldiers starving to death
in rebel prison-pen- s! Ah! Christmas was
anything but merry then. Our hearts were
with you in the trenches, comrades ; and if
perchance the good St. Nicholas knocked
loudly at the door, we feared to open lest
Death should enter in his place. In the
contemplation of your own self-sacrifi-ce we

all but forgot the great Exemplar of human
martyrdom, who gave his life to save the
world, as you offered up your own to save
yonr country.

It is so no longer. Nearly two decades
have passed away since the sentry walked
his rounds on Christmas eve and around the
roaring Canip-fir- e our veterans gathered to ex-

change their Christmas greetings, and " Peace
on earth, good will to men " is once more a
sweet reality. It is to you, comrades, that
we owe it all ; and if to make other people
happy is the essence of a merry Christmas,
the consciousness that you have made a
whole nation happy should make yours the
merriest Christmas of all.

Merry Christmas, comrades ! May it grow

merrier from year to year. May your pray-

ers to Congress for justice, so long demanded
and so long withheld, be quickly answered
and a grateful Nation surround you with its
loving care. That is The Tribune's Christ-

mas greeting, and to the realization of this
hope is pledged its future.

..

I'ollow it Unt
We arc glad to know that a large number,

of our subscribers acted upon The Trib-
une's suggestion to protest through their
Representatives in Congress against any
reduction of the internal-revenu- e taxes
and the 14 th of December may yet prove a
red-lett- er day in the history of the struggle
for the recognition of soldiers' rights. Here
is what one reader of The Tribune did :

Union, IIakdin Co., Iowa, Dec. 15th, 1SS2.

To the Editor National Tribune:
Agreeable to your suggestion, I wrote a letter

yerterday and mailed it to N. C. Dccring, Rep-
resentative of this district in Congress. 1 let
a'friend read my letter and in less than an
hour 1 had the names of forty-on- e gocul, sub-
stantial citizens attached to it, making quite a
strong petition of it.

Yours, Ac.,
Joix G. LouNSimw

Letters of similar import have come to
us from many other quarters, and the ad-

vice of The Tribune seems to have been
very generally adopted. "What is necessary
is to follow up this sortie with an attack
along the whole line. The effect of the first
fire upon Congress is undoubtedly excellent,
and the thing now in order is a charge with
fixed bayonets. It is not likely that any-

thing will be done towards abolishing the
internal-revenu- e system until after the
holidays, and abundant time will, therefore,
bo afforded for the preparation and circula-

tion of petitions. They need only recite that
whereas the subscribers believe a reduction
in the internal taxes, in advance of the
liquidation of the national debt and the
settlement of pension claims now pending,
is contrary to sound imblic policy, they
pray Congress to enact no legislation of that
character, and Christmas week will be a
very propitious season in which to secure
signatures, not merely of ex-soldi- but of

citizens and taxpayers, generally. So far,

the daily press, in its advocacy of tax-reducti-

has proceeded on the assumption that
there is a great public demand for it, when,
as a matter of fact, it is the newspapers
alone, backed by the influence of the banks
whisky rings, and manufacturing monopo-

lies, that clamor for it. The presentation
of petitions to Congress against any reduc-

tion will go far towards exposing the sham,
and our Senators and Representatives may
be induced to take a second, sober thought

The reduction of the internal taxes, as we

have repeatedly warned our readers, is the
greatest danger that now menaces the in-

terests of our rs, and they cannot bo
too prompt in taking measures to avert it. If

the income of the Government is materially
reduced, it goes without saying that the diffi-

culties in the way of securing the passage

of the long delayed pension and bounties
measures will be immeasurably increased.

Hull to tho Chief!
Elsewhere in our columns this week will

be found a very interesting interview with
Commander-in-Chi- ef VanDervoort of the
Grand Army of the Republic, in which he
gives an account of his movements since he
became the head of the Order, and outlines
his programme for the remainder of his
term of office. Since the close of the last
National Encampment General VanDervoort
has traveled 21,037 miles, and the plan which
he has mapped out for his winter and spring
campaign will involve an equally formidable
journey. Ho does not stand in need of any
sympathy, however. This is a labor of love

with him, and only a duty in the sense that
it is obligatory upon every comrade of the
Order to do all that lies within his power
for its advancement. He will bo tho first
Commander-in-Chie- f to have inspected every

Department during a single term of service,

but the magnificent results which have sig-

nalized his administration will make it
almost imperative upon future Commander-in-Chief- s

to follow his example. His en-

thusiasm and activity have proved infec-

tious, and even the laggards in the ranks
have shown a disposition to shake off their
stupor and go to work again. The rolls
show that already fifty thousand new re-

cruits have been mustered into the Grand
Army, and there is every reason to believe
that before the meeting of the next annual
Encampment that number will be doubled.

It will be, beyond all question, if our com-

rades will but heed what the Commander-in-Chi- ef

has to say concerning the need and
value of individual eflbrt. It is an old

adage that Heaven helps those who help
themselves, and if each member of the
Grand Army, instead of waiting for some

one else to take the initiative, would set out
to see what he could accomplish, alone and
single-hande- d, towards obtaining recruits
and establishing new Posts, the Grand Army
would treble and quadruple in numbers in
a single year. The simple fact that, out of
the million and a half ex-soldi- who are
still living, not more than one-ten- th are en-

rolled in the Grand Army, is rnroof abundant
that there is plenty of room for individual
effort. Every word that the Commander-in-Chi- ef

says on this snbject is to the point,
and we hope his appeal will evoke a hearty
and speedy response from our comrades.

The Tribune will take pleasure in second-

ing their efforts, and it will be glad at all
times to chronicle the result of their labors
in its columns and give credit where credit
is due.

Our readers, we are sure, will all note with
satisfaction what tho Commandor-in-Chio- f

has to say concerning the work which The
Tribune is doing in the way of building up
the Grand Army, for The Tribune is their
own creation, inseparably allied to the in-

terests of our rs, and sacredly de-

voted to their welfare. Up to the present
time it has been instrumental in organizing
fifty new Grand Army Posts and it is increas-

ing the membership of existing Posts to a
degree that it is impossible to measure. But
this is, after all, only a beginning, and we
hope ere long to enlist our subscribers so ac-

tively in the work that it will become the
most potential of all recruiting agencies.

Note what General Vandervoort says about
the trifling expense involved in the estab-

lishment and maintenance of a Post and tho
procuring of a uniform.

There are many other subjects touched
upon in this interview that deserve special
mention, but none, perhaps, of such im-

mediate interest as that of Ladies' Auxil-

iaries and the general desirability of woman's
aid in Grand Army work. We are heartily
glad to know that the Commander-in-Chie- f

is in thorough accord with The Tribune
on the question of opening up to the gentler
and better sex a new field of usefulness and
pleasure in connection with the Grand
Army. "We have before us at this very mo-

ment a letter from a soldier's wife, in which
she says:

" Ilscems to mo as if it werobut yesterday that
we saw, with aching hearts, our soldiers inarch
away, and we stepped into their places (as far
as might be) in the harvest field and the work-
shop, laboring with willing hands to support
ourselves and littleones.audwith oursympathv
and cheer strengthening the arms of the loved
ones at the front. With what joy and prido
did wo receive them when thry came back,
(those who did return!) and with what eager
interest did wo listen to the recital of their
exploits, not doubting for a moment that their
honors were ours also our place at their side!
But, lo! after a few years what do they do but
turn their backs on us, and go olf by thenselves,
to talk over old times, and enjoy their pleasures
and honors alone, as much as to say that they
do not chose to share them with us. Our labor
and care and sympathy now go unappreciated,
for there is no longer tho same need of them,
except now and then when we aro called upon
to wait upon them at somo sociable or fair or
Reunion."

Wo fear there aro thousands of soldiers,
wives and daughters all over the coun-

try who share this feeling, and it seems to
us that tho Grand Army owes it to thcui
either through tho establishment of Ladies'
Auxiliaries or some other instrumentality to
give them, a part in its labors.

And now, comrades, to work ! The Trib-
une h:is put its shoulder lo the wheel ; do
you the same. Let us work shoulder to
shoulder, hand to hand, and heart to heart.
Once moro let the immortal words of Lincoln
electrify the land, and let us go forward in
tho work that has been given us to do: to
bind up tho Nation's wounds, to car for
him who has borne the battle, and for his
widow and oqihans !

Poppycock Journalism.
It is astonishing that? a Northern news-

paper, published in a State which furnished
so many faithful soldiers to tho Union army,
should palm off upon its readers so gross a
perversion of facts as is contained in the
letter from tho special correspondent of tho
Detroit Free Press traveling in the South.

"M. Quad" is a Bohemian of to much

M.

expesieuce to have been imposed upon by
the editor of the Marietta Journal with re-

gard to the destruction of that town by Gen-

eral Sherman. He had only to use his eyes

to have disproved the assertion that the
place had been burned within a quarter of
a century. General Poe, to whom the arti-

cle was referred by a representative of The
Tribune, expressed surprise that any per-

son would have the hardihood to make the
statement, and could only account for it by
the supposition that the writer was acting
under orders to pander to the taste of the
Southern readers of the Free Press at all
hazards, and remarked jocosely that the
scheme seemed to have been successful, as
that was the only Northern newspaper he
was able to find at the news stands at At-

lanta during his recent visit.
The total lack of principle governing

much of the newspaper press of the country
is in nothing more apparent than in the at-

tempt to gloss over the treason of Southern
military leaders by comparing their conduct
with that of their Northern antagonists.
The march to the sea, more than any cam-

paign of the war, had the effect of terminat-

ing the struggle between the States. It
burst the bubble, and laid bare the weak-

ness of the d confederacy. By so

much as it shortened the war, it saved tho
lives of Union soldiers, and thereby con-

ferred the highest good upon the country

It is probable that a good deal of property
was destroyed, and that the progress of Sher-

man's army was marked by a line of devas-

tation throughout its length from Atlanta
to Savannah but that women were insulted
is a gross libel upon the brave men who
composed his army, and one that calls for tho
indignant denial of every loyal man in the
country.

Vipors of tho Tress.
To read the false and evidently malicious

statements concerning pensions which are
daily put forth by otherwise reputable and
reliable newspapers is enough to make one

exclaim with Falstaff: "Lord, how this world
is given to lying!" The audacity of some of
these journals is simply astounding. They
do not content themselves merely with
making false charges, but actually invent
statistics to give them the appearance of
truth. Presuming upon the credulity of the
public, they do not even hesitate to garble
official reports to fit their arguments, and
they seem to think that the moro mud they
throw the moro likely some of it will bo to
stick. But they are making a stupid blunder.
A lie, like the hare in the fable, is apt to get
the start of truth in the race ; but truth, like
the tortoise, is sure to overtake it in the end.

Tho American public is too intelligent to bo

gulled in this fashion, and it is too patri-

otic to be seduced from its loyalty. The cry
of "fraud" may frighten the weak and
timid, but men of sense and reason will wait
to see the proofs, and they will not be forth-

coming.

As a rule we have paid but little atten-

tion to these reckless and stupid slanders of
the daily press, for tho reason that theirs is
one of the cases where poison and antidote
are found together. To any person ac-

quainted with the pension laws and the
workings of the pension system the charges
that are brought forward in the newspapers
against the Pension Office must seem

like the incoherent ravings of a lunatic,
and a proof merely of the author's in-

tense ignorance, while to the public gen-

erally it must be apparent that either
actual hate of the soldier or the desire to
make a cheap sensation, is the motive for

their fulminalion. Some of our readers,
however, have had their indignation so

deeply stirred by these publications that they
have announced their purpose to discontinue
their subscriptions to the offending journals

a very effectual way, too, of bringing
editors to their senses and have appealed
to The Tribune to reply to the slanderers.
The article which seems to have been the
cause of offense to the largest number is one

which appeared ou tho 14th inst, in the
columns of the Utica (N. Y.) Morning Herald,

owned and edited by Ellis
H. Roberts, and we must admit that it is

very well calculated to excito the ire of loyal
and honorable men. Perhaps the most of-

fensive passage which it contains is the fol-

lowing :

"It is estimated at the Pension Ofiice that
nearly one-ha- lf of tho men who participated in
tho war of tho rebellion on tho side of the North
arc now represented on the pension-roll- s. We
cannot incrcaso tho number without making
more conspicuous tho discrimination against
thoso who remain unprovided for. Wo cannot
pension all without mortgaging tho country.
We had better stop than go on. Particularly
is this the caso when wo know that as tho bars
go down, the temptation to fraud increases, and
the fraud attempted also increases. Tho pres-
ent pension-rol- l must ho sifted, by tho instru-
mentality of publicity, and even then further
additions to it aro not to be tolerated."

It would be an act of charity on our part
to assume that tho writer of this paragraph
never saw Commissioner Dudley's report,
but we fear that would be an unwarranted
assumption. The fact is, that so far from it
being " estimated at the Pension Office, that
nearly one-ha- lf of the men who participated
in tho war of the rebellion on the side of
tho North Funny way of putting it, isn't
it, considering how many thousands of sol-

diers volunteered from tho State of New
York? are now represented on the pension-rolls- ,"

tho last report states explicitly that
only twenty-si- x per cent, have ever applied
for a pension. According to the army
records there wero 2,700,000 enlistments
during the war, while the pension roll, on

the 30th of June last, contained the names
of only 285,000 persons, all told. Does tho
editor of the Herald imagine that everybody
is as ignorant as himself, that he ventures
to manufacture a lie out of the whole oloth?
It would seem so, for ho actually has the
effrontery to declare that further additions lo
the pension roll are not to be tolerated, when
the veriest school-bo- y knows that the only
reason why tho pension roll is as small as it j

is, is because until this year there were not
enough clerks in the Pension Office to settle
the claims that are pending, and whose
payment are provided for by existing law.
If the editor of the Herald is as badly in-

formed on other subjects as he is on that of
pensions, his subscribers are certainly to
be pitied, and we do not wonder that they
can't stand it any longer.

The New York Sun goes about it in a very
different way. Its favorite weapons are the
supprcssio reri and suggestio falsi. It deals
in insinuations and counterfeits frankness
the better to distract attention from its
concealment of the truth. Thus, it lumps
together the number who are already on
the pension roU with the number who have
applied for, but not yet received, their pen-

sion, and coolly classes them together as a
burden upon "the hard-worki- ng masses,
upon whose shoulders the bulk of taxation
must always rest," forgetting entirely to
mention the fact that the yearly value of
the pensien roll is but 29,000,000, and, in-

cluding everything that has been paid out
on account of pensions, our pensioners have
only received one dollar for every five
received by the bondholders, whose claims
are not a whit more equitable than those of
our crippled and disabled soldiers! In the
same spirit of malicious representation, it
quotes Commissioner Dudley's assertion
that there are probably a million army and
navy invalids and pensionable relatives
"candidates for living at the expense of
other people," the Sun brutally calls them
and tries to make it appear that his recom-

mendations in the direction of remedying
the inconsistencies and unjust discrimina-
tions of existing laws are made with a view
to letting down the bars to this whole
million of possible claimants! This is not
lying, pure and simple it is what Tennyson
calls "slander, meanest spawn of hell."

Now, thero is one very practical and
effectual way of silencing such papers as
the Utica Herald and the New York
Sun. Stop taking them, and in their
place subscribe for The National Trib-
une, which neither betrays its friends
nor defames its neighbors. The time has
come when our ex-soldi- should indicate
their manhood. They should tread under
foot the vipers which they have unwittingly
warmed in their bosoms and revive the
comradeship of twenty years ag'6.

A Good xiXamp!e

"We are glad to see that some of our readers
have taken to heart what TnE Tribune has
had occasion to say lately touching the im-

portance of defeating any attempt on tho
part of Congress to reduce or repeal the
internal-revenu- e taxes, and are disposed to
carry the war into Africa. e are in receipt
of a letter from Comrade Jenkins, adjutant
of John M. Bell Post, "Washjington Court
House, Ohio, in which he encloses a list of
twenty-on- e new subscribers to The Trib-
une all members of his Post and states
that at the last meeting of the Tost the fol-

lowing resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That we respectfully ask of Hon. H.

L. Morey, our Representative in Congress, that
he Will oxert his influence and cast his vote
aguinst all measures looking towards the reduc-
tion or repeal of the internal-revenu- e taxes.

Resolutions of this character coming from

such a source cannot fail to have great
weight with Congress at the present time,
and if they are supplemented with personal
letters, as we have already suggested, there
is good reason to believe that none of the
bills looking to reduction of internal-revenu- e

taxation will be passed during the
present session. There is, however, no time
to be lost, and Ave once more urge our com-

rades of the Grand Army and our ex-soldi-

generally to speak out boldly and plainly on
this subject. If the taxes are reduced the
income of the Government will be materially
diminished, and nothing is more certain
than that the enemies of the soldier will
make that a pretext for opposing not only
all pension and bounty legislation that is
now pending, but all that may hereafter be

required. This is the great danger which
now confronts our veterans, and they should
face it with the same courage and deter-

mination that they displayed in the field.

It will be a hard fight, and they will havo to

force the fighting.

THE MAGAZINES.

Tho North American Review for January is a
vory interesting number. Its leading feature
is the Symposium on tho Revision of Creeds,
the contributors being the Rev. Dr. Newman
Smyth, tho Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, and tho
Rev. Henry Ward Beccher. Other papers aro :

University Education, A Definition of Liburty,
American English. The Responsibilities of
1'rogressivo Thinkers, Bigotry in the Medical
Profession, and Tho Adulteration of Intelli-
gence. It is, as wo havo said, a very interest-
ing number, and quito up to the high standard
of oxcellcnco which this publication has hith-
erto maintained.

Harper's for January is a model number.
Tho literary features aro unusually attractive,
and tho illustrations aro admirable. Among
tho contributors aro Georgo H. Broughton, R.
A.; Charles F. Holder, Ernest Ingersoll, J. T.
Trowbridge, Thomas Woucworth Higginsoii,
Austin Dobsou, Constanco Fenimoro Woobon,
Charles Reade, Edward Everett Hale, and
William Black. The departments overllow
with entertaining and instructive articles, and
the topics discussed aro all seasonable. Tho
liberal quotations which we havo mado from
it in this issue indicate the estimato which wo
place upon tho value of the number.

The i'A renologieal Journal forJanuary contains
a striking likeness of tho Hon. Georgo B. Lor-in- g,

Commissioner of Agriculture, accompany-
ing a sketch of his career and a study of his
mental traits. The other articles arc William
Ponu and the City he Founded; A Day in a
Portrait Gallery; Tho Semi-Centcuni- al of
Spurzhcim; Yulo-tim- o in Sweden; .Alga); or,
Plants of tho Deep ; The Cultivation of Beauty ;

Fourth International Congress of Hygiene;
How Can the Brain Rest, &o. The departments
are stored with a great variety of useful infor-
mation. Altogether it is a very entertaining
number.

Tho Cenlunjfor January is a literary feast.
Its most notable featuro is "A Look into Haw-
thorn's Workshop," which contains tho most
interesting portions of his own posthumous
notes for a romance, tho Mss. having been
furnished by his son Julian, the novelist. The
frontispiece this month is a fino portrait of
Charles Darwin, and the tablo of contents in-

cludes articles on " Hydraulic Mining in Cal-
ifornia;" "Tho Plauting of Nov.' England;"
"Arthur Penrhyn Stanley;" "Who aro tho
Creoles;" "Tho Trip of tho Mark Twain;"
" Farming for Feathers," etc. Thero are stories

by Frances Hodson Burnett and Mary Hallock
Footc, and poems by Paul H. Hayne, H. C.
Bunner, Frances Hodson Burnett, Edith M.
Thomas, Henry Ames Blood, E. C. White, and
Maria W. Jones; and among the verses of
lighter vein in " Bric-a-Bra- ck " are two of
Uncle Remus's Christmas Danco Songs. " Top-
ics of the Times" discusses "The 'Revolution'
in American Politics" and current subjects,
and 'the other editorial departments are unusu-
ally full and interesting. Among the book
notices is ono of Mr. Howells' "A Modern
Instance."

SOME SIDE-SPLITTE- RS.

What tlio Funny Fellows aro Saying in the Sctts-pape- rs.

Newspapers of some use : Whoever douhti
that the newspapers have a mission should
enter a car and see how useful they aro to the
men when a fat women with a big basket i3
looking around for a seat. Lowell Citizen.

Why bugle trimmings are so called: "Why
aro those things on your dress called bugle
trimmings?" George wanted to know. "Oh,"
Emily replied, lightly, "because ua blows so
over tho bill." Burlington Hawk-Ey- e.

The difficulty: Health journals say that to
retain a sound constitution a man must lio on
the right side. Yes, but which is the right
side? Every lawyer, preacher, and editor in
tho country thinks tho side ho is lying on if
tho right one. Texa3 Siftings.

Supposing a case: He said he didn't intend
to stay a minute, but just dropped in to ask a
little advice on a business matter. " Suppose,"
ho continued, "that I wanted to raise a
thousand dollars to meet a sudden emergency? "
" Yes." " I would naturally go to tho bank ? "
"You would." "I would give a note for ninety
days and it would havo to be indorsed?" "Ex-
actly." " And in case you indorsed it for me "
"I should expect to be obliged to pay it. Good
morning." Detroit Free Press.

He survived: Ho was a pretty close man,
without doubt. At breakfast he cut an egg in
two, and gave the now hired man one half of
it. The help ate it, and held out his plate for
moro. " What ! " gasped the host, " want a hull
egg!" "Of course I do," said the man. Tho
boss stared blankly at him a moment, and then,
pushing the half-eg-g across the table, snappishly
cried: "Take it, cat it, and kill yourself!"
The man ate it, and is still alive. Bailey's
Budget.

A remarkably smart drummer: "Havo you
seen tho new style of sleeping cars?" inquired
a drummer of the conductor. " No, I think not,"
ho replied; "what are they like?" "Weil,
they differ from any I havo yet seen, and I
don't think thevwill he verv popular." "What
arc they called?" " Prohibition cars." "That's
a somewhat singular name," thoughtfully
mused the ticket-take- r. "Why are they so
called?" " Because," said the cute commercial
traveler, they won't have any porter aboard."
Drake's Travellers Magazine.

A small story of two sons: "Lemmo tell
yer," exclaimed old Nathan, arising at an edu-
cational meeting and addressing the assem-
blage, " da ain't half, as much in eddycation as
a man in a moment ob 'thusiasm mout promul-
gate. I raised two town sons. Jim went ter
school an' got a good eddycation, but Tom
stayed home an' neber looked inter a book, but
yit he made a quicker showin' dan Jim."
"How?" asked a chorus of voices, "Why, ho
beat him inter de penitentiary by.two days,"
exclaimed the old man, as he sat down with the
air of ono who feels that tho weight of evidence
is in his favor. Texas Siftings.

A father's considerato caution: A hunter
fired at a bird as it flow over tho door yard of
an Arkansaw residence. A hoy that was play-
ing around was struck by a couple of shot, and
his loud cries brought the former to the scene.
"What have you done?" he demanded of the
hunger, drawing a revolver. " I beg ten thou-
sand pardons," exclaimed the hunter. "In my
eagerness to secure the bird I fired thought-
lessly, and I fear thatxI have seriously wound-
ed your son." "Son," said the old man. "I
thought that yon had hit my dog. Mind how
you shoot around here, for if you put a shot
into that dog, I'll cut off both your ears."
Arkansaw Traveler.

The use of knowledge of French: Miss Lili-rong- e,

who has "learned" French, was saying
the other day that she found it quite convenient,
while in apublic conveyance, to speak French
when she wished to say something that she
didn't wish everybody to understand. " Why,"
said she. "last evening I talked in French to
sister Millio all the way home." "Did you?"
said Fogg, " But how do you know that there
were not somo people in the car who under-
stood French ?" "Oh that wouldn't matter,"
remarked Millie: " they wouldn't havo under-
stood sister. Even I had to guess what she
meant, and you know I am quite familiar with
her French." Boston Transcript.

Ono better: A Minister of the Interior in
Germany, who was fond of boasting of his nu-
merous olive branches, arrived while travelingat
a small town in a mountainous district, where
he came across a forester, whom he invited to
dinner. "Are you aware," he said, jovially,
"that you are dining with the most abundantly
blessed father of a family in all Prussia?"
"Am I, indeed?" exclaimed the man. "May
I ask how many children your Excellency
has?" "Four-and-twenty-," wa3 the proud
reply. "In that case," said the forester, " may
I request you to stay over and stand
godfather to my twenty-fifth?- " His Excel-lencj-- 's

face fell, hnt he complied with tho re-

quest of his rival, who had beaten him by one.
Anon.

FOR SUNDAY AFTERNOON.
A Little Something About ITIiat is Goins On Intha

Religious World.

Bishop Ireland, of St. Paul, Minn., has issued
an edict prohibiting Roman Catholics from
acting as saloon-keeper- s. It is to bo hoped, for
the sako of temperance, that such an edict will
be promulgated in other diocesses.

The periodicals of tho Salvation Army have a
large circulation. The English War Cry has a
circulation of 300,000; The Little Soldier, or
Children's War Cry amounts to 60,000; The
American War Cry to 25,000, and The French
War Cry to 15,000.

Spurgcon, who has been sick at Mentone,
writes to a Baptist editor in this country that
ho has just completed for him an article on
" The Languid and Limp Young Man." There
are few people living who can do justice to this
sortof young man more forcibly thanSpurgcon.
Were ho as ready with tho pencil as he is with
tho pen, his " Languid and Limp Young Man "
would soon enjoy a world-wid- e circulation.

Tho Rov. Henry Ward Beecher testified be-

fore the New York Senate committee last Sat-
urday concerning corners in grain. Among
other things he said: "Ionce bought a number
of Panama shares and paid $100 a share for
them. 1 was glad to get them. But when I
sold them out at $100 I was glad to get rid of
them. That is all I know of stock specula-
tion." In tho courso of his testimony, speak-
ing of public morals and bribery, the witness
said : " Thero was George Washington, he could
not bo bribed, hut ho sworo like a trooper."

Tho Rov. Dr. Magoon, of the Broad street
Baptist Church, Philadelphia, preached in a Jew-
ish synagogue on Thanksgiving Day. Nearly
every seat in tho synagogue was occupied, and
in deference to their guest every Israelite in
tho audience, with ono or two exceptions, sat
with uncovered heads. Dr. Jastrow, the rabbi
of the congregation, introduced the roverend
gentleman, saying that by his acceptance of
tho invitation to occupy the pulpit there had
been no surrender of opinion, no compromise
of roligious views on either side. "Wo agree
to disagreo on certain points, but there aro
many more on which wo agree to agroo for all
timo to come, and chief among them aro our
lovo of nation and lovo of humanity."

Tlic Churchman compiles tho following sum-
mary of statistics of tho Protestant Episcopal
Church for 1SS1-'- S2 from "Tho Church Alma-
nac" and " Whitakers Churchman's Almanac"
forlS33: Number of diocesses, 48; missionary
districts, (iucludiug Africa, China, and Japan,)
15; bishops, 06; priestsand deacons, 3,510; wholo
number of clergy, 3,575 increase, 79 ; parishes,
2,017 increase, 12; candidates, 396 increase,
5; ordinations deacons, 132 decrease, 17;
priests, 117 decrease 1; churches consecrated,
95 increase 20; baptisms, 45,S17 increase,
S54 ; confirmations, 26,091 increase, 690-- ; com-municau- ts,

increase, 30S; marriages,
13,136 increase, 710 ; burials, 26.61S increase,
1,131; Sunday-scho- ol teachers, 34,795 increase,
312; Sunday-scho- ol scholars, 30S,591 in-

crease, 3,609; contributions, according to the
" Church Almanac," $7,053,4S5, against $6,749,-013.2- 0

reported last year in 43 diocesses and 15
missionary districts increase, $1,109,442.35;
according to "Whittaker's Almauac," $S,052r
401.31 increase, $711,619.10.


