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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
GOLD

Housekeeping Under Extraordinary Difficulties Negroes tne
Only Faithful Ones.

(COrYKIGnT.

ITT I HAVE
passed over a very
interesting fact As
soon as we had re-

turned from our
first visit to the9M gold mines it be-

came important to
send home positive
knowledge of this
val uable discoverj
The means of com-

munication with
the United States
were very preca-
rious, and I sug-
gested to Col. Ma- -

son that a special courier ought to be
ent; that Second-Lieu- t .Looser had
Deen promoted to First Lieutenant, and
vas entitled to go home. He was accord-ugl- y

detailed to carry the news. I
prepared with great care the letter to
the Adjutant-Gener- al of Aug. 17, 1848,
which CoL Mason modified in a few
particulars ; and, as it was important to
send not only the specimens which had
)een presented to us along our route of
travel, I advised the Colonel to allow
Capt Folsoin to purchase and
SEND TO WASHINGTON A LAHGE SAMPLE

OF THE COMMERCIAL GOLD

In general use, and to pay for the same
out of the money in his hands known as
the " civil fund' arising from duties col-

lected at the several ports in California.
He consented to this, and Capt Folsom
bought an oyster-ca- n full at S10 the
ounce, which was the rate of value at
which it was then received at the cus
tom-hous- e. Folsom was instructed
further to contract with some vessel to
carry the messenger to South America,
where he could take the English steam-
ers as far east as Jamaica, with a condi-
tional charter giving increased paj-me-

nt

if the vessel could catch the October
steamer. Folsom chartered the bark La
Lambayecana, owned and navigated by
Henry D. Cook, wlio has since been the
Governor of the District of Columbia.
In due time this vessel reached Monte-
rey, and Lieut Loeser, with his report
did specimens of gold, embarked and
ailed. He reached the South Ameri-
can Continent at Payta, Peru, in time,
took the English steamer of October to
Panama, and thence went on to Kings-
ton, Jamaica, where he found a sailing-vess- el

bound for New Orleans. On

Thomas O. Larkin.
reaching New Orleans, he telegraphed
to the War Department his arrival ; but
k many delays had occurred that he
did not reach Washington in time to
have the matter embraced in the Presi-
dent's regular message of 1S4S, as we
had calculated. Still, the President
made it the subject of a special message,
and Ujub became "official" what had
before only reached the world in a very
indefinite shape. Then began that won-
derful development, and the great im-

migration to California, by land and by
fcca, of 1849 and 1850.

A before narrated, Mason, Warner,
fcud I made a second visit to the mines
in September and October, 1848. As
the "Winter season approached Col.
Mason returned to Monterey, and I
remained for a time at Sutter's Ford
In order to share somewhat in the riches
of the hind, we formed a partnership in
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THE DISCOVERY

THE MINES

a store at Coloma, in charge of Gorman
S. Bcstor, who had been "Warner's
clerk. "We supplied the necessary
money, $1,500 ($500 each), and Bestor
carried on the store at Coloma for his
share. Out of this investment each of
us realized a profit of about Sl,500.
"Warner also got a regular leave of
absence, and contracted with Cant Sut-
ter for survcj'iug and locating the town
of Sacramento. He received for this
$1G per day for his services as Surveyor ;

and Sutter paid all the hands engaged
in the work. The town was laid off
mostly up about the fort, but a few streets
were staked off along the river-ban- k, and
one or two leading to it. Capt. Sutter
always contended, however, that no town
could possibly exist on the immediate '

Mission of Dolores
bank of the river, because the Spiing j

freshets rose over the bank, and fre-
quently it was necessary to swim a horse
to reach the boat-landin- g. Nevertheless,
from the very beginning the town began
to be built on the very river-ban- k, viz.,
First, Second, and Third streets, with J
and K streets leading back. Among
the principal merchants and traders ofj
that inter, at Sacramento, were Sum
Brannan and Hensley, Reading & Co.
For several years

THE SITE WAS ANNUALLY FLOODED,
but the people have persevered in build-
ing the levees, and afterward in raising
all the streets, eo that Sacramento is
now a fine city, the Capital of the
Slate, and stands where, in 1848, was
nothing but a dense mass of bushes,
vines, and submerged land. The old
fort has disappeared altogether.

During the Fall of 1848, Warner,
Ord, and I Camped on the bank of the
American River, abreast of the fort, at
what was known as the " Old Tan-Yard- ."

I was cook, Ord cleaned up the dishes,
and Warner looked after the horses;
but Ord was deposed as scullion because
he would only wipe the tin plates with
a tuft of grass, according to the custom
of the country, whereas Warner insisted
on having them washed after each meal
with hot water. Warner was in conse-
quence promoted to scullion, and Ord
became the hostler. We drew our ra-
tions in kind from the Commissary at i

San Francisco, who sent them un to us
lby a boat; and we were thus enabled

to dispense a generous hospitality to
many a poor devil who otherwise would
have had nothing to eat

The Winter of 184S-- M9 was a period
of intense activity throughout California.
The rainy season was unfavorable to
the operations of gold mining, and
was very hard upon the thousands
of houseless men and women who dwelt
in the mountains, and even in the towns.
Most of the natives and old inhabitants
had returned to their ranches and houses ;

yet there Avere not roofs enough in the
country to shelter the thousands who
had arrived by sea and by laud. The
news had gone forth to the whole civil-
ized world that gold in fabulous quan-
tities was to be had for the mere digging,
and adventurers came pouring in blindly
to seek their fortunes, without a thought
of house or food. Ycrba Buena had been
converted into Sau Francisco. Sacra-
mento City had been laid out, lots were
being rapidly sold, and the town was
being built up as an entrepot to the
mines, totockton also nad been ehoenI
XAJCnicnt P?int f trading with

or southern mines. Capt
Sutter was the sole proprietor of the
former, and Capt. Charles "Webcr was
the owner of the site of Stockton, which
was as yet known as " French Camp."

CHAPTER IIL
EAELY KECOLLECTIONS OF CALIFORNIA

continued).
1849-18- 50.

The Department Headquarters still
remained at Monterey, but, with the few
soldiers, we had next to nothing to do.
In Mid-wint- er we heard of the approach
of a battalion of the 2d Dragoons, un-

der Maj. Lawrence Pike Graham, with
Capts. Rucker, Coutts, Campbell and
others along. So exhausted were they
by their long march from Upper Mexico
that we had to send relief to meet them
as they approached. When this com-

mand reached Los Angeles, it was left
there as the garrison, and Capt A. J.
Smith's company of 1st Dragoons was
brought up to San Francisco. We
were also advised that the 2d Inf., Col.
B. Riley, would be sent out around
Cape Horn in sailing-ships- ; that the
Mounted Rifles, under Lieut-Co- l. Lor-in- g,

would march overland to Oregon,
and that Brig.-Ge- n. Persifer F. Smith
would come out in chief command on
the Pacific Coast It was also known
that a contract had been entered into
with parties in New York aud New Or-

leans for a monthly line of steamers
from those cities to California, via
Panama. Lieut-Co- l. Burton had come
up from Lower California, and, as Cap-

tain of the 3d Art, he was assigned to
command Co. F, 3d Art., at Monterey.
Capt Warner remained at Sacramento,
surveying; and Hal leek, Murray, Ord
and I boarded with Dona Augustias.
The season was unusually rainy and
severe, but we passed the time with the
usual round of dances and parties. The
time fixed for the arrival of the mail-steam- er

was understood to be about Jan.
1, 1849, but the day came and went
without any tidings of her. Orders
were given to Capt. Burton to announce
her arrival by firing a national salute,
and each morning we listened for the
guns from the fort The month of Jan

of San Francisco.
uary passed, and the greater part of
February, too. As was usual, the army
officers celebrated the 22d of February
with a grand ball, given in the new
stone school-hous- e, which Alcalde Walter
Colton had built It was the largest and
best hall then in California. The ball
was really a handsome affair, and we
kept it up nearly all night. The next
morning we were at breakfast Present,
Dona .Augustias, and Manuelila, Hal-lec- k,

Murray, and myself. We were
dull and stupid enough until a gun from
the fort .aroused us, then another and
another.

"the steamer!"
exclaimed ali, and, without waiting for
hats or anything, off we dashed. I
reached the wharf hatless, but the dona
sent my cap after me by a servant The
white pulls of smoke hung around the
fort, mingled with the dense fog, which
hid ali the water of the b:ry, and well
out to sea could be seen the black spars of
some unknown vessel. At the wharf 1

found agroupofsoldiersandasmall row-boa- t,

which belonged to a brig at anchor
in the bay. Hastily ordering a couple of
willing soldiers to get in ami take the
oars, and Mr. Larkin and Mr. Harlncll
asking to go along, we jumped in and
pushed ofK Steering our boat toward
the spars, which loomed up. above the
fog clear and distinct, in about a mile
we camn in flip, hi nek hull nf Mm cirmwm- , :v: w' : o"
monster, me long-expect- ed and most
welcome steamer California. Her
wheels were barely moving, for her
pilot could not see the shore-lin- e dis-
tinctly, though the hills and Point of
Pines could be clearly made out over
the fog, and occasional' a glimpse of
some white walls showed where the town
lay. A "Jacob's ladder" was lowered
for us from the steamer, and in a minute
I scrambled up on deck, followed by
Larkin and Hartnell, and we found
ourselves in the midst of many old
friends. There was Canby, the Adjutant--

General, who was to take my place;
Charley Ifoyt, my cousin; Gen. Per-
sifer F. Smith and wife ; Gibbs, his Aid-de-Cam- p;

Maj. Ogden, of the Engineers,
and wife, and, indeed, many old Cali-
fornians, among them Alfred Robinson,
aud Frank Ward with his pretty bride.
By the time the ship was fairly at an-
chor we had answered a million of ques
tions about gold and the stale of the
country; and, learning that the ship
was out of fuel, had informed the Cap-
tain (Marshall) that there was abun-
dance of pine wood, but no willing
hands to cut it ; that no man could be
hired at less than an ounce of gold a
day, unless the soldiers would .volunteer
to do it for some agreed-upo- n price. As
for coal, there was not a pound in Mon-
terey, or anywhere else in California.
Vessels with coal were known to be en

route around Cape Horn, but none had
yet reached California.

The arrival of this steamer was the
BEGINNING OF A NEW ErOCFI

on the Pacific 'Coast; yet there she lay,
helpless, without coal or fuel. The. na-
tive Californians, who had never seen a
steamship, stood for days on the beach
looking at her, with the universal excla-
mation, " Tan feo I " how ugly ! and
she was truly ugly when compared with
the clean, well-sparre- d frigates and
sloops-of-wa- r that had hitherto been
seen on the North Pacific Coast. It
was first supposed it would take 10 days
to get wood enough to prosecute her voy-
age, and therefore all the passengers who
could took up their quarters on shore.

" "

i.

Sutter's Fort.
Maj. Canby relieved me, and took the
place I had held so long as Adjutant-Gener- al

of the Department of Califor-

nia. The time seemed most opportune
for me to leave the service, as I had
several splendid oflers of employment
and of partnership, and, accordingly,
I made my written resignation: but
Gen. Smith put his veto upon it, saying
that he was to command the Division of
the Pacific, while Gen. Riley was to
have the Department of California, and
Col. Loring that of Oregon. He want-
ed me as his Adjutant-Genera- l, because
of my familiarity w'ith the country, and
knowledge of its then condition. At
the time, he had on his staff Gibbs as
Aid-de-Cam- p, and Fitzgerald as Quar-
termaster. He also had along with him
quite a retinue of servants, hired with a
clear contract to serve him for a whole
year after reaching California, everyone
of whom deserted, except a young black
fellow named Isaac. Mrs. Smith, a
pleasant but delicate Louisiana hid',
had a while ni aid-serva- in whose
fidelity she had unbounded confidence;
but this girl wok married to a per-
fect stranger, and . ofT before she had
even landed in 3an Francisco. It was,
therefore, finally arranged that, on the
California, I was to accompany Gen.
Smith to San Francisco a his Adjutant-Gonera- l.

I accordingly sold some of
my horses, and arranged for others to go
up by land; mid from that time I be-

came fairjyjjn listed in the military fam-

ily of Gen. Persifer F. Smith.
I parted with n1y old commander,

Col. Mason, with sincere regret. To me
he had ever been kind and considerate,
and, while stem, honest to a fault, he
was the very embodiment of the princi-
ple of fidelity to the interests of the
General Government. He possessed a
native strong intellect, and far more
knowledge of the principles of civil
Government and law than he got credit
for. In private and public expenditures
he was extremely economical, but not
penurious. In cases where the officers
had to contribute money for parties and
entertainments, he always gave a double
share, because of his allowance of double
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rations. During our frequent journeys
I was always caterer, .and paid all the
bills. In settling with him he required
a written statcniaut of the items of ac-

count, but never disputed one of them.
During our time, California was, as

now, full of a bold, tCiitcrprising, and
speculative set of meji, who were en-

gaged in every sort of game to make
money. I know that Col. Mason was
beset by them to use his position to
make a fortune for himself and his
friends; but ha never bought land or
town lots, because, he said, it was his
place to hold the public estate for-th-e

Government as free aud .unincumbered
by claims as possible ; iucl when I want-
ed him to stop the public-lau- d sales in
San Francisco, San Josc etc., he would
not; for, although he-sli- d not believe
the titlc8-giveu:- by the Alcaldes worth a j

cent, yet they aided to settle the town3
and public lands, and he thought, on
the whole, ,the Government would be
benefited thereby. The same thing oc-

curred as to the gold mine?. He never
took a title to a town lot, unless it
was one, of no real value, from Al-

calde Colton, in Monterey, of which
I have never heard since. He did
take a share in the store which War-
ner, Bestor, and I opened at Coloma,
paid his share of the capital, SoUU,

and received his share of the profits,
$1,500. I think also he took a share
in a venture to China with Larkin and
others ; but, on leaving California, he
was glad to sell out without profit or
loss.

IN the stern discharge of his duty
he made some bitter enemies, among
them Henry M. Naglcc, who, in the
newspapers of the day, endeavored to
damage his fair fame. But, knowing
him intimately, I am certain that he is

entitled to all praise for having so con-

trolled the affairs of the country that,
when his successor arrived, all thinga
were so disposed that a civil form of
Government was an easy matter of ad-

justment. Col. Mason was relieved by
Gen. Riley some time in April, and left
California in the steamer of the 1st of
May for Washington and St Louis,
where he died of cholera in the Summer
of 1850. and his bodv is buried in
Bellefontaine Cemetery. H's widow
afterward married Maj. (since General)
Don Carlos Buell, and i3 now living
in Kentucky.

In overhauling the hold of the
steamer California, as she lay at anchor
in Monterey "Bay, a considerable amount
of coal was found under some heavy
duplicate machinery. With this, and
such wood as had been gathered, she
was atrle to renew her voyage. The
usual signal was made, and we all went
on board. About the 1st of March we
entered the Heads, and anchored off
San Fraucisco, near the United States

ip Ohio, Commodore T.
Ap Catesby Jones. As was the usual
custom of the day, the crew of the Cali-

fornia deserted her, and she lay for
months unable to make a trip back to
Panama, as was expected of her. As
soon as we reached San Francisco the
first thing was to secure an office and a
house to live in. The weather was
rainy and stormy, and snow even lay on
the hills back of the Mission. Capt
Folsom, the Quartermaster, agreed to
surrender for our office the old adobe
custom-hous- e, on the upper corner of
the plaza, a3 soon as he could remove
his papers and effects down to one of
his warehouses on the beach ; and he also
rented for us as quarters the old Hudson
Bay Company house on Montgomery
street, which had been used by Howard
& Melius as a store, and at that very
time they were moving their goods into
a larger brick building, just completed
for them. As these changes would
take some time, Gen. Smith and Col.
Ogden, with their wives, accepted the
hospitality offered by Commodore Jones
on board the Ohio-- I opened the office

at the custom-hous- e, and Gibbs, Fitz-
gerald, and someothers of us slept in
the loft of the Hudson Bay Company
house until the louver part was cleared of
Howard's store, after which Gen. Smith
and the ladies moved in. There we had
a general rness, and the eftorts at house-
keeping were simply ludicrous. One
servant after another, whom Gen. Smith
had brought from New Orleans, with a
solemn promise to stand by him for one
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whole year, deserted without a word of
notice or explanation, and in a few days
none remained but little Isaac. The
ladies had no maids or attendants, and
the General, commanding all the mighty
forces of the United States on the Pacific
Coast, had to scratch

to gkt one good meal a day
for his family I He" was a gentleman
of fine social qualities, genial and gentle,
and joked at everything. Poor Mrs.
Smith and Mrs. Ogden did not bear it
so philosophically. Gibbs, Fitzgerald,
and I could cruise around and Jind a
meal, which cost S3, at some of the
many restaurants which had sprung up
out of redwood boards and cotton
lining; but the General ancL ladies
could not go out, for ladies were vara
avcti at that day in California. Isaac

.Continued ou second puge.)
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ITS LAST CAMPAIGN.

Shields's Division Raced with Stonewall

Jackson.

IN LUKAY VALLEY.

Marched Seven Hundred Miles
and Made Four Brigadiers.

LINCOLN'S POSY.

Character or the Inhabitants of
the Section.

BY J. 3L GUINN, SECRETARY SOUTHERN CALI-

FORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, LOS ANGELES,
CAL.

HERE WERE
Few; if any, of the
minor organizations
of the Union army
in the late war that,
in so short a period
of existence, won so
brilliant a reputa-
tion as did Shields's
Division of Banks's
Corps. From the
time that ShieldsMm took command, on
March 12, 1862,
until hi3 removal
and the disintegra-
tion of the division,
was but little over
90 davs; in that
time the division

marched nearly 700 miles, fought two
important battles, made four new Brigadier-

-Generals, and unmade one.
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Capturing
It was the only organization that ever

defeated the famous Stonewall Jackson
and put to rout his reputed invincibles.
And had it not been for the unaccount-
able blundering and mismanagement,
according to some military authority or
authorities, of its last campaign in the
Luray Valley, it would have defeated
his ragged raiders at Port Republic, and
put an extinguisher on his military
fame.

Shields's Division was not one of those
military organizations whose fame was
made by the genius of its commander.
Shields did not command it on any
battlefield in which it was engaged. He
was wounded in a skirmish on the day
before the- - battle of Kernstown, and was
in the hospital at NViuchester, four miles
away, ou the day of the battle. At the
battle of Port Republic he was 20 miles
away, and no "steed as black as the
steeds of night" bore Shields into the
fight

The ranking officer at Kernstown, or
Winchester, as it was formerly called,
was Col. Nathan Kimball, of the 14th
Ind., and the three brigades were each
commanded by a Colonel. There was
not a General on the field.

The brilliant record of Shields's Di-

vision va3 due in part to the excellent
fighting material in its regimental and
line officers, and in part to the superior
morale of its rank and file. The regi-

ments that composed it were of those
formed on the first three-yea- rs call, and
were from the Western and Middle
States.

These regiments were made up largely
of farmers' boys, mechanics, merchants,
teachers, and clerks; intelligent, self-respecti- ng

men, with a reputation to
sustain at home, who were in the army
from motives of patriotism. Of the 13
regiments originally composing the di-

vision, the names of eight appear among
Fox's " Three Hundred Fighting Regi-ments- ,"

and the

lakge percentage ok losses
in battle incurred by the others entitle
them to rank high among the fighting
organizations of the war. Shield's Di-visi- on

at its first organization consisted
of three brigades of infantry.

The First Brigade, commanded by
Col. Nathan Kimball, of the 14th Ind.,
was composed of the 14th Ind., 84th
Pa., 8th and 67th Ohio. The Second
Brigade, commanded by Col. Jeremiah
Sullivan, of the 13th Ind., included the
13th Ind., 39th III., 5th -- and 62d Ohio.
The Third Brigade, commanded by Col.
E. B. Tvler, of the 7th Ohio, was made
up of the 7th Ohio, 7th Ind., 1st W.Va.,
29th Ohio, and 110th Pa.

The battle of Kernstown made the
three Colonels commanding Brigadier-General- s,

and Shields put

der-strap- 3 of a Major-Genera- l, having
been nominated in Congress for that po-
sition.

After the battle of Kcrnstown tho
division wa3 reorganized and another
brigade added. The final organization
was as follows: First Brigade (Kim-
ball's), 4th and 8th Ohio, 7th W. Ya.,
and 14th Ind. Second Brigade (Ter-
ry's), 62d and 67th Ohio, 13th Ind.,
and 39th 111. Third Brigade (Tyler's),
5th and 7th Ohio, 29th and 66th Ohio.
(This brigade remained intact during the
war.) Fourth"" Brigade (Carroll's) 7th
Ind., 1st W. Va., 84th aud 110th P.
Artillery, Batteries H and L, 1st Ohio
L. A.; Battery E, 4th U. S., and Bat-
teries A and B, West Virginia L. A.
Cavalry, Robinson's company of the 1st
Ohio Cav., and Nelson's battalion, 1st
R. I., and some companies of the 1st W.
Va. Cav. connected with it at one time.

Of the many historical sketches and
accounts of the

CAMPAIGNS AND BATTLES

of Shields's Division, the best that it hast
been my fortune to read were the serial
articles written by Gen. Henry Cape-ha- rt

for The National Tribune in
1890. The General was somewhat of a
free lance, and in his papers prodded
some alleged recalcitrant commandera
rather sharply. A lively discussion fol-

lowed between Capt. Huntington and
Gen. Capehart. It ended in a verifica-
tion of the old adage, "The pen is
mightier than the sword." In that pen
contest both came off victorious. While
acknowledging the excellence of Gen.
Capehart's descriptive articles of our
battles, yet there were a great many
events and happenings in our campaigns
and battles that he did not see ; and
some of those that he did see and de-

scribe appeared very different to ms
from my standpoint.

The General was at that time an Army
Surgeon, and consequently saw the

gS''"'
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manuvers he describes on the field of
battle through a glass at long range,
while I, being a combatant, saw the
same at short range with the naked eye.

And here allow me to digress briefly
to thankfully acknowledge the aid and
assistance The National Tribune has
been to me in studying the history of
the war of the rebellion. The serial
articles, short sketches, reminiscences of
the old soldiers, stories of personal ad-

venture, and accounts of battles ibrm
one of the most varied and interesting
collections ever written. When some
future Macaulay shall write the history
of the civil war he will find no richer
mine of historical matter than the files of
The National Tribune.

When it was finally decided by the
War Department to send McDowell's
forces, stationed at Fredericksburg, to
aid McCIellan in the capture of Rich-
mond, Shields's Division was hurried
from the Valley to reinforce McDowell.
Starting from near Harrisonburg we
crossed the Massanuttcn Range at New
Market, then down the Luray Valley
and through Thoroughfare Gap.

After a march of 130 miles, ..we
reached Falmouth on the 23d .of May.
On the 24th McDowell indulged ii3
men and Shields's in a grand review.
President Lincolu and SecretaryStan-to- n

had come down from Washington
to review us. Lincoln, long of limb,
rode a

DIMINUTIVE TONY,
his toes almost touching the gronnd.
Stanton short, round, and fet riode
in an ambulance-Nex- t

morning, tho 25th, orders carae
to pack blankets and haversacks, .in

"Waved a Little Union Flag.
readiness to move. Jackson hadsen
Banks whirling down the Valley, and
we were off again for our former race-
course to chase Stonewall's F. F.Vs
(fleet-foote- d volunteers). Exactly why
Shields's Division ragged, dirty, shoes
worn out, and just in from a long, hard
march should have been sent back to
the Valley on foot, while McDowell's


