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Addresses ih Thirtieth National En-

campment

PENSIONS.

Membership Holding its Own
Well Under the Circum-

stances.

OUR SONS.

Explains Position on the Pro-

posed Blue and Gray Dem-

onstration.

At the.oOlli National Encampment,

G.A.K., now in progress at St Paul,
Commander-in-Chie- f I 2ST. Walker made

the annual address, as follows:

Coserades: Last year the 29th Na-

tional Encampment met for the first
time south of the beautiful river, in the

city of Louisville. The hospitality of
the people of Kentucky was unbounded,
and we can never forget the cordial re-

ception extended to us on that occasion.

It is a land of brave, generous-hearte-d,

hospitable men and women. I send
them your cordial greetings and best
wishes for their continued prosperity in
their old Kentucky home.

I sincerely congratulate you upon the
fact that our --peaceful progress has led
us by pleasant paths to the northern
border, and we pitch the tents of the
SOtli National. Encampment in this
beautiful city of the Northwest, on the
banks of the " Father of Waters," where,
tvirti united voice, we salute again our
dear country and its flag, and bless the
God of our fathers that it was His good
pleasure to permit us to stand in the
battle for its unity, and to preserve so

many of us to be partakers of its later
glories.

HEPOETS,

I commend to your careful perusal
the reports of the staff officers. They
exhibit in detail the state of all the prin-pin- nl

hnpinpjs and interests of the Grand
Army, and will evidence the faithfulness
with which you have been served. "Kot
because it is a matter of custom or cour-

tesy, but because I am sensible of the
obligation I am under to them, I take
pleasure in referring especially to the
faithful and efficient labors of the Adjutant--

General, the Quartermaster-Genera- l,

the Inspector-Genera-l, the Judge-Advocate-Gener- al,

and the Chief of
Staff! The volume of business transacted
through National Headquarters has been
very great, far greater than in any pre-

ceding year. Its burden has fallen on
them. I may say with some degree of
pride, and in justice to them, that the
records of their offices will be found in
such condition as to lighten the labor of
their successors.

MEMBERSHIP.

In the recapitulation the Department
of Pennsylvania shows a loss of 5,553
members that have been erroneously
carried on the rolls for several years and
were counted in the last report

When we take into account the great
business depression of the year, the lack
of employment, and the fact that so
many of the veterans are possessed of j

such a small portion of this world s
goods, and the further fact that, owing
to age and infirmities, many have been
unable to attend Post meetings, and
have failed to pay IheifVlues, our mem-
bership has held its own remarkably
welL

FINANCES.

The report of the Quartermaster-Gener-al

shows our finances to be in
good condition, and that there has been
a reduction in expenses aside from that
paid out by order of the Encampment
in fitting up rooms for our archives and
custodian's salary and in prosecuting the
Long pension case.

HAILKOAD EATES.

In accordance with the resolution of
the last Encampment and remembering
the difficulty that had attended the
matter during the Milwaukee Encamp-
ment, the question of railroad rates was-earl-

considered, and after a prolonged
contest with the Western Passenger As-

sociation, which covers all this North-
western territory, our reasonable demand
for a rate of one cent per mile and a 30-da- y

extension of tickets was granted.
In this contest I was earnestly supported
by the Citizens' Committee of St Paul,
but I do not believe lhat our combined
efforts would have been successful had it
not been for the mandatory resolution
directing the Commander-in-Chie- f to
remove the Encampment to some other
location, provided the one cent rate was
not granted, and I recommend that this
instruction be made permanent by this
Encampment.

While engaged in settling the railroad
trouble the following correspondence,
which explains the matter to which it
refers, occurred :

New York, Dec 1C, 1693.
Gen. Ivan K. Walkeii, Comtnauder-iu-Ciiie- f,

G.A.K., Indianapolis, Ind.
DkauSii:: The committee of citizens which

bah been organized for tho purpose of holding
in the city at aa appropriate time during the

v ,r -- S:. - gSy"'

SERIES.

coming year a Reunion and parade of thovct-crau- s

of the civil war have requested me, as
their Chairman, to address this letter to you.
Believing that you, with the patriotic hun-

dreds who havo communicated their approval
of this purpose to the committeo, will be pleased
to assist in bringing together tho men and the
leaders on both sides of the struEglo to testify
publicly to the restoration of peace and promote
tho earnest and fraternal feeling which is the
life of our prosperity aud tho guarantee of
greater things to comofor the whole people and
the whole country, wo ask your
and that of those tried defenders of the Nation
whom you command. In due 6eason this formal
invitation will be extended to the veterans. At
this tmio our committeo holds its further ar-

rangements in abeyance, awaitiugyour answer.
Very truly yours,

Chab. A. Dana, Chairman.

During my visit to New York, in No-

vember, I learned that this scheme was
being agitated by a few
residents of that city, who hoped to ad-

vance their personal interest, and that
they were seeking to secure the support
of the prominent professional and busi-

ness men of that metropolis to aid them
in their plans. I therefore returned the
following reply :

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 30, 1895.
Hon. Chas. A. Dana, Chairman, New York

City, N. Y.
Deau Sik: On my return home I find yonr

favor of recent date, and in reply thereto, with-
out a fuller knowledge than I now have of the

Commander-in-Chi- ef L N. "Walker.
objects, purposes and proposed details of your
organization, I would not want to say whether
they would meet with my personal approbation,
much less should I endeavor to commit the
organization which I have the honor, in part,
to represent

If there has oeen at any time during the past
30 years tho slightest necessity of " public testi-
mony to the restoration of peace." or "the pro-

motion of that earnest and thorough fraternal
feeling which is the life of our prosperity," it
certainly cannot be said that it has been in any
degree owing to the acts or omissions of tho
Grand Army of the Republic. As an organi-
zation, and as individuals, wo have always been
eager and anxious to meet and te with
any and all upon the common piano of loyalty
to the country. What is to be the character of
the parade of the veterans of tho civil war of
which yon write? Aro they to march to-

gether as citizens and patriots tinder a common
flag to signify their devotion to a common
country? If eo, I am, withont reservation,
mentally or otherwise, in favor of it, aud if
circumstances should permit, would with prido
and pleasure participate. If, however, it
means that they are to march, the one in blue
and tho other in gray, as representatives of the
two great hosts that then contended for tho
victory, another and much graver question
would be presented fordeterniination. If they
are so to march as to be distinctly representa-
tive of the lines that then divided them, logi-

cally they should march under different ban-

ners, and I, for one, would bo unalterably op-

posed to seeing a colnmn in gray marching
under the Stars and Bars, and contending for
the plaudits of our citizens on equal footing
with the column in bine marching under tho
Stars and Str.ipes. Those two columns would not
now represent the same idea, nor did they ever
heretofore. While we fully appreciate tho
valor of the men who bore arms against us, and
gladly-recciv- e and welcome them as citizens to
all the privileges and honors of a common
country wo both now love, it is tho unalterable
conviction of tho Grand Army ofJ,he Republic
that those who wore one uniform and fought
under ono flag, fought for their country and
were in the right, whilo those who woro the
other uniform auiLfought under the other
banner, fought against their country and were
wronc, and no sentimental nor commercial
efforts to efface these radical distinctions should
be eucouraged by any true patriot.

If it should he, therefore, as I fear it is, the
intention in your proposed parade to obliterate
the radical distinctions between tho two, and
to have them eo march as representing antag-
onistic ideas, although that antagonism may
not be made as fully apparent as it might be by
carrying the discarded banners that otico wero
carried with and over the gray as its true symbol,
it would be hardly necessary to communicate
further with me, as you can already, without
difficulty, foreshadow what my answer would
be both personally and officially. I havo the
honor to be, very respectfully yours,

I. N. Walker,
Commander-in-Chie- f.

To this letter Mr. Dana answered as
follows :

New York, Jan. 6, 1896.
Gon. Ivan N. Walker, Commander-in-Chie- f,

Indianapolis, Ind.
My DeauSir: I have read your letter of the

30th ult. with extreme interest. I rejoice to
see that, as regards tho mam noitft of the sub-

ject, your mind is entirely in accord with that
of our friendB here, who havo been active in
promoting the plan we have in view. This is
to hold simply a great fraternal Reunion and
manifestation of zeal in behalf of our uativo
land, aud to bring together for that purposo
those who, 30 years ago, fought in blue with
those who, at the same time, fought on the op-

posite side in gray. It is to hriug them together
aS equal ClllZOUs Ul uui wuihiuu iuuuu) iu a
festival of patriotism aud fraterual
This is the essential purpose, and all of tho rest
is a matter of detail, to be considered and ar-

ranged asshall appear to he most judicious and
most effective for the great end we have in
view. In this case we hold that only one prin-
ciple should ruin; namely, that all are equal as
Americans, and that there is no cause to be
promoted and no idea to be raised into promi- -

I JieriCS-ericP- t till CSuSa uirfi idea of America.
AB lor me nags, it jb miuuueu mai, more

shall be but one, that of theJLJuited States, and
that it should float over tho whole parado as

1 tho recognized symbol of the whole Nation and
01 all ot IIS momuurs. ai lor uie uunurma, cue
case is similar. Although, as we wish to make
it evident to all lookers-on- , and to the whole
people, that it ii a combined taanifestaiioa oJ

r

"& arc fo feim

WASHINGTON,

the part of the South and of tho former Confed-

erates, as well as on the part cf tho North aud
those who wore the bine in the civil war, it
may bo necessary to bring out tho old gray
uniform in the march in order to mako observ-

ers eertaiu that the men in gray are there, and
that they are brothers, indeed, of the men in
blue.

I trust, then, that with these views clearly
understood, wo may bo authorized by your sup-

port, and by that of the Grand Army of tho
Republic in General, to go forward with our
patriotic undertaking, and it seems to us that, to
under the present circumstances of tho coun-

try, it will bo more than ever usofnl to show to
all foreign lands that here iu the United States
there aro only ono'poople, one flag, one purpose,
aud one National destiny.

I remain, doar sir. yours faithfully,
Charles A. Dana, Chairman.

Replying to this, I sent the following,
which closed the correspondence:

Indianapolis, Ind., Jan. 13, 1S96.

Hon. Charles A. Dana, Now York City, N.Y. to
Dear Sir: I regret that absence from home

has prevented me from answering your favor
of tho Gth until now. In my communication
of the 30th ult. I endeavored to make our posi-

tion clear, that we cannot, as an organization,
join in any public demonstration and march
with those who fought agninst the Union, clad
in a uniform that was shot to death by tho
Grand Army of tho Republic, 30 years ago.

Tho Grand Army of tho Republic has for the
cardinal principles of its creed, Fraternity,
Charity and Loyalty, and its members every-
where, and at all times, heartily extend, in
their broadest and friendliest sense, the sonti-meu- ts

these tenets embody to those who fought

a

eo valiontly against them in the armies of tho
rebellion. At the same time they do not. forget
the great danger into which our Union was
brought and the sacrifices and patriotic services
of those who so bravely offered and freely gave
their lives for its salvation, and believing that
this memory is of momentous value, and should
live through all generations, they would not
encourage anything that wonid tend to efface
it from tho minds of tho people. You say that
"it is intended thero shall be but ono Hag.
that of tho United States, and that it shall
float over tho whole parade." Why not require
tho same as to uniform ? The gray uniform is
just as objectionable as tho flag that it fought
under. Tho distinctive color of the Union is
blue. The sooner those who woro tho gray
cease trying to symbolize' tho "lo3t cause" by
flag oruniform, and rcprescntinTfTbemsclves
as a distinct part of tho people of our com-
mon country, the sooner will a fuller realization
of the "festival of patriotism and fraternal co-

operation," which you suggest, bo brought
about. I am, sincerely yours,

I. N. Walker, Commander-in-Chie- f.

The innumerable letters and resolu-
tions that came to Headquarters strongly
indicated that the position taken was
upheld to an overwhelming extent by
the enlightened and patriotic sentiment,
and the project of the proposed parade
was abandoned. To the men who fought
on the side of the South, and who got
through lighting at Appomattox, and at
who stand with us for our common
country, its flag, and its institutions, we
extend a soldier's hand. "We have re-

cently mingled with them and shared
their boundless hospitality at Louisville of
and Chickaraauga.

The fraternal feeling between the
North and South has been steadily grow-
ing for a generation, and the unpleasant
memories of the late war will soon be as
completely obliterated as were the angry
passions of our English ancestors in the
great civil conflict, known as the "War
of the Roses."

pensions and payments.
Early in the session of Congress T

asked our Pension Committee to meet me
in Washington, where we had a con-
sultation with the Congressional Pension
Committee, and urgently requested that
action be at once taken to stop the illegal

and " sand-baggin- g "suspending of pen-siouers-t-

was going on all over the
country. The Congressional Committee
expressed a willingness to aid in the
matter, and all' bills then before Con-

gress were taken up, carefully consid-
ered, and such measures of relief as we
believed could be passed were embodied
in House Bill No. 5549, known as the
"Pickler Bill." Our committee made
no recommendations as to sections 1 aud
14 of said bill.

There has been some criticism as to
the advisability of these two sections,
but the other measures of relief em-

bodied in the bill were of such vital im-

portance to all pensioners and must
prove so beneficial in the administra-
tion of pension laws, that I deemed it
my duty to urge its immediate passage,
which I did, both to members of Con-

gress and to the Speaker of the House,
to whom I made a personal appeal. As
you are aware, the measure passed 'the
House by a large majority, and is now
pending in the Senate.

When this bill becomes the law, as I
ItoliavA if. will at tVa no-v- f cneairin nf

.
Congress, the unrest and anxiety among

who to torn 4foMttle, n tot M$ mw u fyptatt,
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deserving pensioners will cease, as no
pension can thence discontinued except
for fraud, clerical error, or mistake of
fact We are unalterably opposed to
all frauds, and, of course, want clerical
errors and mistakes corrected whenever
found. This law, when enacted, will
guarantee to the pensioner that security
and peace of mind which should come

him in his declining years.
The paymentof all pensions by check

through the mails was also urged upon
the Congressional Committee. The
measure was introduced by Mr. Over-stree-t,

of Indiana: and has become a law.
The salutary result, after two pension
payments under ft, have, I think, proven
the wisdom of ifs enactment, in saving

pensioners and their families money
from pensions heretofore lost through
temptations and weakness.

In discussing this matter, thequestion
comes forcibly to me, the payment of
pensions from the several agencies by
mail having proven a success, why can
not all pensions be paid and mailed di-

rectly from the Interior or Pension De-

partment at Washington, and by so doing
save two-third- s, of the expense now in-

curred in keeping up pension agencies in
nearly every important State ? It would
require but a few bours longer to receive

check through the mail from Wash-
ington than it does' from the local
agency, and would save a vast sum of
money that could be applied to pension
payments, as an ex-Audi- tor .of the
Treasury, through whose office pension
payments are made,. and who was one
of the most competent men who ever
lilled the office, informed me when con-

sulted about the matter, that with 50
additional clerks in his department he
could readily have paid every pensioner
on the rolls. The expense of pension
agencies la3t year was nearly half a
million dollars-- , You can readily esti-

mate the saving-tha- t would accrue from
such a change, without detriment to the
pensioner?

The last Encampment directed that a
test case be selected embodying the ques-

tion " that a pension when once granted
became a vested, rjght, and cannot be
discontinued except by due process of
law."

The Council . of Administration se-

lected the Long case, a? they believed
that it embodied the issues which we

it

desired settled. The attorneys of Judge
Long were consulted, and at their re-

quest the Hon. James-C-. Carter was era-ploy- ed

to argnc. the case before the
Supreme Court of the United States.
The case came up for hearing in March,
and after considering the matter for
some weeks it was not decided, but con-

tinued, for a rehearing in October. I
recommend that- - Mr. Carter be con-

tinued in the cttse until the same is
decided.

woman's keltkp coRrs.
In all of the duties and labor of the

year the Woman's Relief Corps, com-

posed of the loyal women of the land,
has been our constant friend and help-mal- e.

I desire to add ray testimony to
that which has been frequently given
by others in this position to the loyal
and efficient services of this noble
auxiliary organisation. Abundant in
their special work of charity, helpful in
every field of labor, full of patriotic
enthusiasm, and happy to share with us
the labor and glory of our Grand Army
life.

It has been my pleasure during the.
past year to meet the .National officers

Bostpn and at many Conventions. I
have heard good of it from all quarters ;

evil from none. I am glad, in this con-

nection, to say a word in explanation of
our attitude towards other organizations

women who seek to be useful to the
Grand Army. To those who have or
will give attention to the record there
can be no question that the National
Encampment held at Denver in 1883
gave recognition to the Woman's Relief
Corps as our Auxiliary, and that it has
remained silent in such action as to
other organizations.

The great success that has attended
the Woman's Relief Corps has called
into existence other women's organiza-
tions, and these very naturally have an-

tagonized the older organization in the
affections of veterans, until we have the
humiliating spectacle of comrades who
fought for four year3 in the same file,
and whose comradeship had been
cemented in 50, battles, now, at this late
day in life, ruthlessly torn asunder be-

cause their wives happened to belong to
different woman's organizations.

It is human nature, and the good
book declares (t that a man will leave
father and mother 'and cleave unto his
wife," eo this state of affairs will continue
until the Encampment shall take some
action that will finally settle the matter.
Hoping to accomplish something in this
direction, I appointed a committee of
five comrades, composed of Past

who had passed
through the ordeal, to take up .the
question and see whether harmony or
consolidation cou)d not be brought about
and tho trouble stopped.

This committee will report the result
of its efforts, which I trust has been pro-

ductive of good, and that harmony in
the work of these organizations may be
Becured. ,

. . ---
SONS

The Sofia of Veterans are our natural
successbrer'Thoy'are.the reserve of the
Grand Armv. Tliey have already be- -

come of great assistance to our organiza

fetmim
tion, and are destined to exert a power-

ful influence for patriotism and loyalty
long after we shall have passed away.
The storms and sunshine of 30 years
have successively come and gone since
the ranks from'wliich the Grand Army
can be recruited have been forever closed.
The struggles and privations of half a
century have whitened the locks and
impaired the energy of the majority of
our comrades, and the summit of our
lives has been reached. As we go
marching with ceaseless tramp but ever-lesseni- ng

tread down the slope toward
the great hereafter, there comes up on
the other side, with sturdy stride and
ever-quickeni-ng pace, the Sons of Vet-

erans to take the place we have filled.
They sing the songs we sang, and carry
the same flag under whose starry folds we
fought. As we come off guard and take
up our line of march to the eternal
camping-ground- s we shall be more con-

tent if the picket-lin-e is still manned
and the uniform is blue.

MEMORIAL DAY.

Memorial Day was more generally
and appropriately observed this year
than ever before. Great multitudes of
patriotic citizens gathered under the
auspices of our Order, in the silent cities of
the dead, and with loving hearts and
willing hands covered the graves of our
departed comrades with the sweet flowers
of Spring. This day, sacred to the
memory of the fallen defenders of the
Republic, has become a most impressive
and instructive National holiday.

So long as the observance of the day
is kept in all of its genuineness and
purity, not given up to frivolity and
amusement, it will impart to all a truer
sense of the obligation resting upon us
as citizens. In honoring our dead we
increase our devotion to the living, lead-
ing us to nobler deeds of fraternity and
charity, that shall warm the cold, clothe
the naked and feed the hungry.

COLORED POSTS.

This administration inherited from the
former, the unsettled question of the
organization of a colored Post at Austin,
Tex., over the protest of the Department
of Texas. The Executive Committee of
the Council of Administration took the
matter up and after going over all the
papers filed in the case directed that the
Department Commander of Texas be
instructed to muster the Post.

On receiving this order of the Council,
the Commander of the Department made
such representations as to the applicants
for muster that I deemed it advisable to
send

-
a tx&MmFfi$$mS8!&S&

' tt: . tm ,

visit Austin and ascertamsthe true. con,-diti-on

of affairs. Past Department Com-

mander Stormont, of Indiana, --was dele-

gated to perform this service, and on
visiting Austin and meeting the appli-
cants and the comrades of that place, he
was convinced that some of the objec-

tions to their muster were well grounded.
The applicants had a conference with

Comrade Stormont and decided to with-
draw their application for muster, which
stopped further actionjn the matter.

.If this action had mjfbeen taken, and
the report of Comrade Stormont had
shown the applicants worthy of mem-

bership in our Order, the Post. would
have been mustered. I never shall forget
that the only men who aided and shielded
me in my escape from a rebel prison
had black faces.

This is a serious problem in Southern
Departments, but no honorably-discharge- d

veteran should be discriminated
again&t on account of the color of "hi3

skin Tiiere must be other and valid
reasons for his rejection.

SCHOOL HISTORIES.

It has been aptly said that the public
school is the nursery of the State,' and
it is quite important that the food therein

lyl7
Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chie- f Hobson.

supplied for the expansion and growth
of the mind of the child should be pure
and wholesome, and of such flavor that
obedience to law and love of country be
early imbibed and deeply rooted. Be-

cause of the large and ever-increasi- ng

number of children of foreign-bor- n

parents in our country, it is particularly
important that the history of our country
and its Government should be a promi-
nent subject in the curriculum of all
our schools, and that it should be care-
fully and correctly taught.

While it is possible, under our benefi-
cent public school system, that all chil-

dren may be pupils, yet through the
circumstances of the" parents, or the in-

clination of the child, it is showu by
statistics that but a small per cent, of
the great number who at one time or
another attend said schools ever reach
the grade of advanced scholarship.
Hence the importance that the first im-

pressions of this subject gained from the
study of Primary School Histories should
be correct and patriotic

r??- -
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The subject of the History of our
Country, especially that part that relates
to the period of the war for the Union,
is one that I consider of the utmost im-

portance, and I can think of no more
useful or patriotic work for this great
organization of ours to encourage than
to see to it that in every Department
such histories are used in the schools as
properly reflect the spirit of truth and
loyalty, and justly record the services of
our comrades the soldier citizens of our
laud.

To this end I heartily commend the
work of the Departments of Pennsyl-
vania and Indiana, and congratulate
them on the good results obtained, and
recommend that the work be taken up
in all Departments, and suggest the ap-

pointment of a Committee on School
Histories, who will supervise the work
and report the results to the next Na-

tional Encampment.
MILITARY INSTRUCTION.

The report of Comrade Henry H.
Adams, Chief Aid in Charge of Military
Instruction in Public Schools, show3 that
great interest is being created in that
branch of our work, and I direct your
attention to hi3 interesting report on the
subject. I believe that this work should
be vigorously prosecuted.

The report of the Judge-Advocate-Gene- ral

covers all decisions and opinions
that have been rendered during the
year.

The Committees on Picket Posts, Son3
of Veterans, In Memory of Loyal Women
of the War, Reyision of Service Book,
Expenses Attending Memorial Day in
the South, and on Legislation, will all
submit reports to this Encampment for
its action, and to which I direct your
earnest attention.

ARCHIVES AT PHILADELPHIA.

By direction of the last National En-

campment I visited Philadelphia and
appointed a Custodian to take charge of
the archives of our Order, arranged for
the necessary cases and shelving for the
rooms set apart in Independence Hall,
and appointed a Board of Survey to ex-

amine and destroy useless papers.
Comrade J. Henry Holcomb was ap-

pointed Custodian at a salary of $50 per
month. He has carefully tabulated and
filed all papers that have been accumu-
lating at National Headquartera for
years. Comrade Holcomb took charge
of the matter on the 20th of January,
and makes report of the work already
accomplished.

In connection with this office of Cus--
"dfT ATcbiveijfreKevestbatr it

foufd prove 'beneficial to" ik3 work at
f(Uw&lnMah.Ttet3, and. make quite
a saving, if he offices of the Adjutant-Gener- al

ana Quartermaster-Genera- l
were consolidated, and supplies issued
by the Custodian of Records at Phila-
delphia, under the direction of the Adjut-

ant-General, as mo3t of our supplies
are manufactured there. He could do
this for the salary now paid, and the
duties of the Adjutant-Gener- al would
not be materially increased by the
change.

PATRIOTISM.

We meet to-da- y in a true spirit of
Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty.
These annual gatherings of the men
who rendered loyal, devoted, and pat-
riotic services to their country in its
hour of peril gives renewed strength to.
patriotism, tends to elevate and adorn
our National character, and make3 U3

stronger each succeeding year. We
meet with no desire to boast of our serv-
ices in the past.

We were citizens before we became
soldiers, and volunteered at the call of

I our imperiled Nation, that we might
luinn tiie nignesc auues oi citizensnip,
and the lessons we learned amidst the
storm of battle made us more mindful
of our duties as citizens. The men, who
saved the Nation can be depended upon
to defend its integrity and honor when
assailed.

The Grand Army stands for the rights
of property and the supremacy of the
laws. It stands for law and order and
instice everywhere and at all times.

Comrades, the trumpet of God is
sounding. It is not the bugle-ca- ll to
battle. The roar of cannon and the
rattle of musketry have ceased. The
saber and the bayonet flash only on
parade. The bivouc, the camp, the
march are only a dream. The battal-
ions hear no more the hoarse " For-
ward !" The shattered and glorious
banners which you followed are care-
fully folded in legislative halls. The
grass grows grtfen over the soldier's
lonely grave, and the bitter moans of
sorrow mellow into a song of sadness.
The conflict of arms is over, but not the
conflict of ideas, nor the triaL of the
people. The field is changed, and now
in the workshop, the home and at the
Capitol, through the press and on the
platform, we must insist upon the main-
tenance of law and order, for which our
comrades so nobly fought and so bravely
died.

We are called upon by the sacred
memories of the past, in view of our
needs and auspicious hopes, to cherish a
lofty faith in the Republic We must
have courage to meet our difficulties.
We must remember that we have out-

grown the past, and that we have en-

tered upon a new and higher National
life.. There need be no rancor nor need-
less recrimination. We must be inspired
by hope. We must stand together. We

(Continued on second pacifa)
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Statistics Read to the Veterans &t

St. Paul.

SEVEN THOUSAND POSTS.

Total Number on the Rolls is
383,456.

BOSSES. BY death:
Increase of $12,000 Spent In

Charity Over Last Year.

Adj't-Ge- n. Irvin Robbin3 read before
the 30th National Encampment at St.
Paul this statement- - in regard to th
business of hi3 office :

HEADQUARTER3 Gp.A2?D AjttTY
of ttte Republic, ,1Indtanapolts, Ixd., Sept. 1,

I. N. Walker, Commander-in-Chie- f of
the Grand Army of the Republic.
My Dear Sip. axd Comrade: After

many yeare of intimate association in,
fraternal labors, I tender you my sin-
cere thanks for the honor and confi-
dence reposed in me by ray appoint-
ment a3 your Adjutant-Genera- l. I have
used my utmost energy to meet the re-

quirements of the comrades every wITSre,
and with very few exceptions I believe
that I have been successful. Jty efforts
have met with hearty tion and
courtesy. I trust that the records of the
year will be found satisfactory to alL
I respectfully submit this report of the
business of my office from Sept. 14, 1395,
to this date.

The report of my predecessor to the
29th National Encampment showed that
on June 30, 1895, our membership in
good standing was 357,639, distributed
among 7,303 Posts, with 49,600 mem-
bers on the suspended-lis- t, making-- a
total of 407,239 on the rolls From
Exhibit A it will be seen that on June
30, 1896, there were 7,302 Posts, con-
taining 340,610 comrades in good stand-
ing, with 42,561 carried on the rolls as
suspended, in addition to this the last
report show3 " lo3t by delinquent re-

ports," or the failure of Post3 to report at
all, 2,285, making a grand total on the
rolls of 385456. The following shows
the gains and losses for the official yerr

Jane 30. 1895. Jane 30, 1SS&.

Departments.
Posts. Jlemb's. Postw. MembV.

Alabama 13- - 243 13 193
Arizona 9 279
Arkansas 47 764 43 K
California and

Nevada ..... 105 5,677 106 I.C29
Colorado find

Wyomine .T..... H 2,181 52 n
Connecticut. 70 6V403 89 ,W7
Delaware 21 789 23 79S
Florida 24 550 2& 525
Georgia 32 450 33 9
Idnho 11 258 17 S75
Illinois 576 27,430 573 ,625
Indiana 506 21,577 495 Si.503
Indian Territory. 11 237 J3 243
Iowa. & 16,764 437 18,224
Kansas 425 15.355 440 14.710
Kentucky 179 5,341 139 K.C94

Loutainna and
Mississippi. 122 1.129 31 U

Maine 16C 8,910 165 .663
Maryland 51 3,293 53 8,878
Maswchutelta ... 211 22.864 212 22.233
Michijrai 302 16.951 3C5 16.367
Minnesota 186 7.633 1S3 8.179
Missouri 400 16.401 402 15.577
Montana 19 517 18 544
Nebraska 271 7,800 271 7,003
New Hampshire. S3 4,595 93 4.433
New Jersey 114 7.221 113 4,607
New Mexico 12 193 8 134
New Yrk 650 38,035 651" 37,053
North Dakota.... 35 573 26 553
Ohio 89 36.601 681 85.020
Oklahoma 24 870 53 1.140
Oregon 69 1.834 59 3.933
Pennsylvania.. 627 43.213 607 8682
Potomac. 19 3.320 19 8.O05
Rhode Island 26 2.503 25 2,369
South Dukota 77 2,133 85 1.280
Tennessee 91 2.924 98 J.920
Texas 37 1.009 42 853
Utah 5 182 5 270
Vermont . 113 5,001 112 4,743
Virginia and

North Carolina 53 1.450 51 1,221
Washington and

Al-- k 58 2.181 59 3.4OT
West Virginia.... 59 3.802 70 2.681
Wisconsin 274 12.072 275 11.393

Total 7.303 357.689 7.302 340,610

EECAPITULATION.
Members In good standing June 30,

1895. S57.638
Gain by muster in 13.467
Gain by transfer 5.418
Gain by reinstatement 13.095
Gain from delinquent reports 4,00 L

Total gain. 86.831

Aggregate 394,520
Loss by death 7,293
Loss by honorable discharge........... 1.283
Ioss by transfer... ......... ...... .... 5.912
Loss bv suspension....... ............ ..28,033
Loss by dishonorable discharge 154
Loss by delinquent reports , ..11,235

Total loss. 53,910

Members remaining in good standing S40.6IO
Members remaining suspended 42,561

Total borne on the rolls 383,171

The following table showing compari-
sons of the death rate for the past 11
years, also percentage as to membership,
is published for information of comrades:

Per
cent.

Lo3 by death for year ending March 31.
1886. 3,030 0.98

Los by death for year ending March 31,
1887. 3,406 8.95

Loi by death for year ending March 31,
1883. 4,433 LIS

Lois by death for year ending June 30,
ISA9. 4.696 LIS

Loin by death for year ending June 30,
1890. 5,476 1M

Loss by death for year ending June 80.
1S9I 5,965 L4

Lo by death for year ending June 30,
1892. , 6.404 Ltt

Loss by death for year ending June 30.
1893 7,002 ITS

Ln-- a by death for year ending Jane 30,
1391 7.288 1.87

Lo-- by death for year ending June 30,
1895 7.363 2.88

Los.h by death for year ending June 30,
1896. , 7.293 21

EXPENDED IN CflAKITY.
For six months ending Dec 31, 1893 $105,53,ff
For six mouths ending June 30, 1894 104.3a0.8t,

Total for year..... .....2211,919.98

- This exhibit must be very gratifying
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