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and Zeal Thruout the Order—Misleading Talk About Pensions—

National Cemeteries—The Blue

Transportation Question—National, Department and Post Finances |

and the Gray—The Troublesome

in Good Shape—The Soldicrs’ Homes.

Comrades: I greet you as I eall to
order the 43d National Encampment of
the Grand Army of the Republic.

In the month of September, 1508,
on the banks of the Maumee, in the
city of Toledo, in the State of Ohio,
where you were 80 hospitably enter-
tained by the citizens of that eity, you
conferred upon me the highest honor
within your gift — that of Commander-
in-Chlef; and now, here on the banks
of the River Jordan, in the city of Salt

Lake, in the State of Utah, with s
churches, its schools, and its palatial
residences, located within the moun-
tain ranges of this great mountain
State, recently admitted as one of the
United States of America, rich in agri-
culture, minerals, mines, mills and fac-
tories, and destined in the near future
t0 be one of the wealthiest and most
prosperous States in our Union, we are
the guests of the comrades of the De-
partment of Utah, Grand Army of the
Republic, and of the citizens of this
hospitable city, who are doing all in
their power for our entertainment and
to make our sojourn among thein maost
happy and agreeable, during this our
43d National Encampment. And I am
called upon to render you an account of
my stewardship.

When 1 was elected, 1 sald to you
that the Grand Army of the Republic
did not belong to me, but that I be-
longed to it, and in exercising the
functions of the office to which you
had elected me 1 should be guided
by the best Interests of the Grand
Army of the Republic as expressed in
your last and In previous Encamp-
ments, in accordance with the Rules
and Regulations and well constituted
authorities of the Grand Army of the
Republic.

1 will not take up your time by any
encomium or eulogy of our Order fts
origin, its grawth, its attainments akd
itg achlievements. To do so would 1
simply to tell you what you already
know and what has been told to you
most elogquently for many years by
my predecessors.

1 promised you that with your hearty
co-operation and support T would, with
all the zeal and abiilty of which I
was possessed, discharge the duties
of this high office to the best of my
abllity, and at all times uphold the dig-
nity and honor of our organization, to
honor our Flag, always having regard
for the best [nterests of the greatest
number of our comrades,

How well I have képt my promises
and discharged the duties of ithis of-
fice Is for youa to determine,

Serious Ilness.

My report is not as favorable in all
respects as I had hoped that it might
be. I had attended 11 of the Depart-
ment Encampments; I had appeared 11
times in seven other Departments on
occasions of great (nterest o the
Grand Army of the Republic, and had
made 16 visits to Reunions, receptions
and campfires in other Departments,
travellng In all 26,121 mlles, when on
the 1st of May, on the Pacific Coast, I
wae taken suddenly 111, and from that
time untll the middle of June was un-
der the doctor’s care and unable to at-
tend to the duties of the office except
such as I could attend to at headquar-
ters. I was thus prevented from at-
tending 11 Department Encampments,
held during the months of May and
June, all of which I had made arrange-
ments to attend and fully intended to
do o, While 1 was unable to attend
these Encampments, the Senior Vice-
Commeander came to my ald and visit-
ed two Department Encampments; the
Junior Vice Commander visited one;

he Inspector-General visited one, the
hief-of-Staff vigited two, and my Ad-

tant-General visited six. I afterwar.
sttended the Encampment of the De-
jartment of Pennsylvania and had
nade arrangements to attend the En-

mpments of Wisconsin, Ohio and
New York, but found that I was unable
o do so. Past Commander-in-Chief
lomrade Torrance very kindly repre-
jiented me at the Department Encamp-
nents of Minnesota and South Dakota,
Pomrade Van Sant represented me In
he Department of Michigan. Past
Sommander-in-Chlef Comrade Hobert
8, Brown very kindly represented me
n the Department of Ohio. 1 have re-
wived many Iinvitations to campfires,
Reunions, raceptions and banquets; 1
tttended as many as 1 possibly could,
t being !mpossible to attend them all
8o many of the Department Encamp-
ments are held upon similar dates and
30 widely separated that It is Impos-
fble for the Commander-in-Chief to at-
lend them all.

I have answered all communications
pddressed to me, with perhaps a few
mxceptions opon frivolous subjects.

1 received a warm and cordial greet-
ing wherever 1 went and found the
Grand Army Posts entpusiastic and do-
mg the hest they could under the clr-
sumstances prevalling in their respee-
tive localities.

Visits in the South.

1 was treated with great cordiality
ppon my visits In the Southern Depart-
ments, and in Atlanta, Ga., with the
Grand. Army of the Republic, held a

lhe Flag of our Union—the only Flag
that was or ever has been recognized in
this country or ever would be; a Flag
that had never known defeat and never
would know defeat—the Flag of united
America and of our Union feorever and
forever; and upon these principles and
sentiments, in the pregsence of our re-
spective followers, we clisped hands,
amid the great applause of the entire
audience.

I met the Confederate Veterans again
in Denison, Tex.,, and at a public meet-
ing there 1 divided the time with them
upon the platform. I met them also In
Birmingham, Ala., at a public meeting.
At the Encampments of those two De-
partments and jn both ecitles I found
a most geherous display of our Flag
by the citizens in honor of the G. A. R.
Encampments in those places. And 1
am gatisfied from all that I could sce
and hear and learn that the men who
stood upon the firing lines in the South-
ern Confederacy had had enough of the
war and were anxious and wllling to
support the Government of the United
States of Amerjca under its Flag, and
that were it not for others who did not
participate in that great struggle, but
who are still laboring to keep alive the
lost cause, there would be no diffi-
culty in cementing the bonds of union
between the North and South.

Funds,

The funds of the Grand Army of the
Republic are the General Fund, kept
separate and by itself; the Southern
Memorial Fund, kept scparate and' by
itself; and the Permanent Fund, un-
der an amendmeént to the Rules and
Regulations of our Order passed at the
last Encampment, I8 kept separate and
by itself in the care and custody of |
trustees elected by the National En-
campments,

The General Fund is made up from
the per capita tax and sale of supplies
and such donations and bequests as are
made to it from time to time and out
of which are paid the expenses of the
Nuational Encampment #nd the pur-
chase price of supplics, and such sums
as may be voted { om this fund to the
Permanent Fund by the Nationnl En-
campment. No money has been drawn
from this fund during the year except

our comrades who are buried in the
National Cemeteries, and he Invoked
their earnest conglderation on this sub-
ject. The committee to whom the Com-
mander-in-Chief's report was sub-
mitted reported that contributions for
this fund should be asked for by the
incoming administration, The report
of the committee was adopted _by the
Encampment,

I accordingly in seneral Orders
called for contributions to tnis fund
and duoring the months of February,
March, April, and up to and including
| the 23th day of May, the suom of
£1,723.35 had been contributed. Of
this saum $392.50 was contributed by
|Grand Army Posts, $1,034.9% was con-
tributed by the Woman's Relief Corpa,
$205.86 was contributed by the Ladies
of the G. A. R. This sum, plus §618.
Imakes the total in this fund $2,341.713.
Of this sum there was distributed to
Ithe Southern Departments in time for
!ll_‘:v- for Memorial Day, as follows:

| Department of Texas........ veer ¥ B0
Department of Miss, & La....... 200
|Department of Va. & N, C....... 400
Department of Tenn., .. ...ieeee 200
Department of ArKansus. ...ee.s 75
Department of Ga. & 8. C..cvves. 200

A totdl af....vevecorsnis Bl 100
leaving a balance on hand of §1,23

appear by the Quartermaster-General's
report.

The National Cemeteries.

During my tour thru the Southern
1States, 1 pald close attention to the Ni-
tional Cemeteries and to the number of
comrades buried therein, and also to
the number of comrades in the South-
ern Departments and their proximity to
these cemeteries; 1 found that in many
instunces the Posts had to travel long
distances in the observance of Memor-
jal Day In order to puy proper tribute
and respect to the comrades who lie
in these cemeteries, taking the whole
day, with ear fare and menls. It could
hardly be expected that small Depart-
ments with 80 many cemeteries could
perform this duty without being helped
in some way to bear the necessary ex-
pense. The comrades who lie i1 these
cemeteries are comrades who fell on
the fleld of battie and who were starved
In loathsome prison pens, and, while
the Government furnishes the Flags
which are put upon their graves by the
superintendents of the various come-
teries, the comrades in the Southern
Departments hold their Memorial ser-
vices In them and distribute the flowers.

Upon an examination of the list of
Natlonal Cemeterios, prépared in the of-
fice of the Quartermaster-General of
the War Department, bearing date June
30, 1906, before any of the Spanish
War Veterans were interred therein, 1
find that there were interred in the Na-
tional Cemeterles 353,285 comrades, of
whom 201,282 are marked by name
and 152,102 are marked "“unknown."
Of these jnterments 9,200 are of Con-
federdates who are interred in the Na-
tional Cemeteries at Camp Butler, Cy-
press Hills, Finn's Point, Fort Smith,
Hampton, Jefferson larrncks, and

16.73 |
In the Southern Memorial Fund, as will |

leave this matter with the Encamp-
ment for thelr consideration.

T'ermanent Fand.

As to the Permanent Fund, there

was, as appears by the report of the
Trustees at the last Encampment, in-
vested by them the sum of $22,000, to-
gether with a balance in bank of
$U68.47. The Women's Relief Corps at
the last Encampment presented the
Grand Army of the Republic with a
check for the sum of $1,000, which
|donation was inadvertently omitted in
| the procesdings of. the last Encamp-
ment, and which check wns passed to
|l'mf: by my predecessor in office after
my instaliation and the adjournment
lof the Encampment.. Thig money could
Inot have been transferred from that
| fund to the Permanent Fund without
|the vote of the Narional Encampment,
{and’ believing that the money was not
Ineeded in the General Fund, and in
order that the money might be invested
and be drawing intevest, 1 assumed the
respangibility of Indorsing the ¢heck
over to the Trustees of the Permanent
Fund, and directed them to Invest it in
# bond or bonds in the Permanent
Fund, which was dane, as will appear
by the Trustees' report, and I herveby
most respectfully ask that this En-
campment confirm my action in this re-
rapect.
A short time ago I recelved a letter
I from the Trustees of the Permanent
Fund stating that theéy had on hand in
the Third Natlonal ‘S8ank at Philadel-
phin, Pa., from Inlerest money and
other sources, the sum of $1,158.10,
asking for advice as to whether they
should buy a bond or bonds with sald
money, sald balance drawing Interest
it the rate of three per cent. Acting
in the best interests of our Order, and
bonds being at that time at & high pre-
mium, and sald balance drawing an
interest of three per cent, I directed
that sald balance remain en deposit
until the meeting of this Encampment,
and also belleving that It would be well
to have that amount on hand in cash
In case of an emergency, This ques-
tion can now be acted . upon by this En-
campment, and 1 respectfully ask that
the Encampment ratify my action In
this respect. For full particulars and
Items and amounts of the Permanent
Fond 1 refer the Eneampment to the
report of the Trustees of the Perma-
nent Fund, and would fecommend that
this Encampment pdss resolutions
thanking the ladies of the Woman's
Helief Corps for the dbnatlon of $1,000
above réferred to, and which was inad-
vertently overlooked (n the procecdings
of Lhe last Encampment,

Numericnl Strength of the Grand Army.

The consolidated reporis of the As-
gistunt Adjutant-Generals, ending June
30, have not all been recelved, hence
the Adjotant-General cannot tabulate
and consolidate them for the benefit of
this Encampment. It & impossible to
siute our numerical sirength on June
30, 1999, The National Encampment
reports for several years have been
based upon the reporis of the Assistant
Adjutant-Generals as of Dec. 31 pre-
coding the National Escampment, and

Woodlawn. Of this numbe of inter-
ments 1 find that 109,132 are interred

the salaries which are fixed by the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Council of

in the cemeteries of the Northera
States or States which did not join

H.

AL

Administration and such sums as were
ordered paid by the lost Encampment.
The bills incurred by the previous ad-
ministration and the present adminls-
tration will fully appear in the report
of the Quartermaster-Gencral, together

jolnt mecting with Clement A: Evans,
Commandav-in-T fef of the United
Confederate Veterans, and his organi-

zation. The Stars and Stripes were con-
spicuous, while the Stars and Bars were
not in evidence. Our open and public
discussion upon the family trouble ex-
fsting hetween the Northern and South-
ern States and between the men who
had stood upon the firing line upon
both sldes wag most pleasant. I made
ny apology for being in Atlanta, ia a
Southern State, but appearcd as an
Ameriean eoitizen whe had a right at
all times to appear in any part of thie
ecountry 20 leng as he obeyved the laws
of the land: and in concluding my re-
marks gald to Gen. Evans, Commander-
In-Ohief of the United Confederate
Veterans, that represent'ng the Grand
Army of the Republic a2 1 did, and ad-
dressing him as the Commander-in-
Chief of the United Confederate Veter-
ans it ghould be our aim and our pur

pose, as Amerlean citizens, to uphold
and maintain the Government of our
fethe s panl t= institations [ % ril-

ont of the peaple. by the panpie and

r the people, and under one Flag,

with the balance on hand., All bllis, ex-
cept the expenses of this Encampment,
have been pald, as will also appear by

the report of the Quartermaster-Gen-
ernl, to which I eall your attention.
The Southern Mamorial Fund was

ereated by donatlons for the purpose of
assisting our comrades in the South In
properly observing Memorial Day. The
largest contributions to that fund dur-
ng the past vears and during the pres-
¢nt year have come from the Woman's
Relief Corps.

There was in this fund at the com-
mencement of this administration a
balance of $615.38. This was less In
smonnt than at any time In previous
YEnrs,

1" sy predeceszor, In hiz report to the
{424 National Eneampment, called the
J,.-]“_-ei;,] attentlon of the Encampment to
'this fund, stating that it was cvident
‘that there I8 a growing disposition on
‘the part of Posts and comrades to not
| tonrer contribute to this fund; due, no

doubt, in part, to the fact that the War

Department of the United Btates now
i(urnishm the Flags for the graves of

Commander-in-Chlef, Grar

NEVIUS,
nd Army of the Republic.

the Southern Confederacy. Of this
number 20,276 are Interred in the
cemetery at Arlington, Va., leaving the
number of interments in the Southern
or Confederate States in the National
Cemeteries 244,153, 1 have been thus
particular In giving you these figures
that some action may be taken by this
Encampment, or some future one not
itoo far distant, with a view that some
1:urr:mgnmcnt may be made for the
| proper observance of Memorial Day
ardd the strewing of flowers upon our
| deceased comrades’ graves In  these
Southern Departments when the De-
partments of the South will be unable
to perform that duty.

In find from actual inspection and
examinution that the Superintandents
of .these cemeteries place the flags up-
on the graves of our deceased com-
rades on the day preceding Memorial
Day, and the day succeeding Memorlal
Day take them up and put them away
for future use. Thereby the Govern-
ment I8 not called upon to furnish §$2,-
010 worth of flags every year for this
purpose, but for a very Inconsiderable
number, and, if this economy Is used,
a lnrge portion of the $2,000 annually
appropriated by the Government might
be well expended for the proper ohserv-
ing of Memorial services and the plant-
ing of flowers in these cemeteries, I

this report Is based upog the reports of
Dec, 31, 1508,

On Dee, 31, 1807, by tln_ﬁ repofrt
of my predecessor and  his
Adjutant-General, thée mem-
bers in good standing of the
Grand Army of the Republic
numbered

The number remaining cpon the
suspended list at that date
numbered ...

Making a total number in good
standing and suspended on
Dee. 31, I90T ...V vasin

By the consolldated report of
the Adjutant-General fox this
Encampment thers were re-
micining In good standing on
Dec. 31, 1908

The number remalning suspend-
ed at the same dale, .

The number of comrades re-
ported as having died be-
tween Dee, 231, 1807, and Dee.

31, 1908 10,124
Thereby showing that notwithstand-
ing thiz large death rate there were
remaining on Dec. 31, 1908, in good
standing and suspended only 233 com-

rades less than there were on Dee. 31,

1507,

Dur gains during the year have been
as follows:

alboi = el R b i s D 1D

13,489

238,646

220,616

=

8,53

mhssanadrnna “aes e

By miuster-In .....ccsnsnanese T,434
By transfer .....5.ciesnsansess 2,048
By reinstatement ... ...... cassis 1,148
By galn from dellnguent reports 3,626

Total EAINS. .. cvrsssnsssnsss al,154
The conselidated report of

the Assistant Quartermas-

ter-General shows that

there was expended for

charity by the Posts be-

tween Deec. 31, 1007, and

Deo. 31, 1908.......... .$107,5697.36
Number of familles relleved 4,342
Others relleved ..... .. 0000 1,382

The Suspended List,

I am sorry to state that the admoni-
tion of my predecessor to Posts and
Assistant Adjutant-Generals has mnot
been heeded.  Incomplete returns by
the Assistant Adjutunt-Generals render
it almost impossible to get the numer-
feal stréngth of the Grand Army of tha
tepublic in good stunding and those
suspended. 1 have repeatedly in Gen-
eral Orders called the attention of the
Assistant Adjntant-Generals of the varl-
ous Departments to this subject, and
that they should Insist upon the Post
Communders giving to them accurate
and compléte returns of the standing
of their respectivé Postg In order that
the Assistant Adjutant-Gonerals might
glve a complete and accurate report in
thelr respective Departments. Nine De-
partments show that no account Is kept
and no report made of the comrades
suspended in their respecltive Depart-
ments, thus showing, firat, that the Post
Commanders did not make accurate re-
porta in this respect to the Assistant
Adjutant-Generals, and, gecond, that the
Assistant Adjutant-Generals have not
inslsted that these reports ghould be
made accurately; henca the Adjutant-
General could not make an accurale re-
port to Natlonal Headqua=ters.

1 urge upon the Dapartment Com-
manders and the Asg t Adjutant-
Generals of the various Departments
that they Inslst upon tha Posts render-
ing an accurate account of the standing
of thelr FPosts in this rasperi In ocder
that the number of comrades suspend-
ed In thelr respective De tments may
be correctly ascertaingd . and reported.

The number of comrades suspended
has been greatly rvduced during the
past year, but the gumber remalning
suspended is entirely oo large. hen
comrades who are on the suspended
list cannot, without prejudice to them-
selves and thelr famllies, pay their dues,
the Posts should promptly remit them
in order they may be ggain placed In
good standing and have another chance,
Thoe ladies of the Woman's Relief Corps
and the Ladies of the G, A, R. have said
to me upon more than one occasion
that when comrades of a Post. by rea-
son of misfortune or ather reason, could
not pay thelr dues [n the Post, they
would gladly pay the dues of such com-
rades and would also” gladly aid and
assist the comrades of any Post “in
bringing lo comrades outside of the Or-
der who should be brought Im. There

are hundreds and thousands of Union
soldiers who have not jolned the Grand
Army of the Republic nor taken any
Interest in the organization, who rfind
that they are now drawing pensions
which have been secured to them by
the earnest and united efforta of the
Grand Army of the Republie, and If
approached in a proper spirit would
gladly join our organization. I find from
visitations thruout the various Depart-
ments that there are many Post: which
have accumnlated property during the
many years that they have been In ex-
{lstence and now feel that, after all
|these years and having accumulated
property, it would not be fair to the old
comrades of the Posts to take in com-
rades at this late day who have stood
outside the organizallon and allow
them to participate in the profits of the
inveatment. This matier ean be ensily
adjusted by allowing new comrades to
participate in the profits of investment
made after thelr becoming members
of the Order. I can readily understand
how a Post Incorporated upon a stock
basis and certificate of stock lssued to
cach individual member and becoming
the owners of the stock ean, at their
death, leave the stock to their families,
but & Post incorporated upon any other
hasiz and the property belonging to the
Post thus incorporated, the property of
the Post will revert to the survivors,
and 1 feel that the Posts which are
strong and have property should en-
courage enlistments into our Order
from desirable comrades, who would
like to join even at this late day upon
equitable terms so far as Post property
is concerned without difficulty. I feel,
also, that no Post would knowingly al-
low a worthy comrade to be suspend-
ed and dropped from our Order if ac-
quainted with the facts and cl:cum-
stances of his financial ability to keep
up his dues, nor would they allow the
Woman's Helief Corps or the Ladies of
the G. A. R. to pay dues of such com-
ride to save him in the Grand Army
by reagon of his financial inability to
remaln in the Order.

Financhl Condition of the Posts.

I have taken considerable pains to
look into the financial situation of the
Grand Army of the Republic as report-
¢d by the various Posts of their respec-
tive Departments to thelr Assistant
Quartermaster-Generals, and from a
tabulated report, made by the Quarter-
master-General, T find that 35 Depart-
ments own real estate of the market
value of §923,1 36,

That the Posts of 42 Depart-

ments have cnsh in Post

nnd rellef funds amount-

ing to e alere iy st nay oo JDIEB1E. 3T
That 29 Departments have
furniture and other cash
assgets of the value of. ...

Total value
property, cash so-
curities, ete., in the
ahove Depart-
ments $2,662,538.38

This Is a good ghowing of the thrift
of the Grand Army of the Hepublie
from @ financial standpoint

Pensions,

The Pension Commitiee at the last
FEncampment read o long and interest-
ing report of the pznsion laws as they
stood upon the statute books down to
that time, and among other things sajd:

*The Grand Army of the Republic
has always stood for general pension

706,132.72

of Post

legislation and never for an especlal
class. In view of what has been ac-
compliished in the rounding out of a

eode of laws which generously bestows
a sum of money, Impossible In any
other country, annually upon the de-
fenders of the Republic and their de-
pendent ones, may we not now con-
gider the work of general pension leg-
jslation for at least a few years closad?"
See Journal of 42d National Enctimp-
ment, piage 213 to page 216, inclusive,

The report of the committee was
adopted as a whoele by the Encamp-
ment. This report of the Pension Com-
mittee wag read in the afternoon of
the first day of the Encampment, just
prior to the election of officers, and at
a time when there were perhaps nore
representatives in  the Encampment
than at any other time.

The Encampment passed a resolu-
tion recommending that the MceCumber
law should be amended so as to make
the maximum of $20 per month to ap-
ply at the age of 65 years instead of 75
vears, as now provided. Comrade
Brown, Chairman of the Pension Com-
mittee, amended the motion to include
in that the request of the Woman's Re-
lief Corps on the subject of widows'
pensions, It was suggested that 4 mo-
tion be made that all of these resolu-
tiong be referred to the Incoming Pen-
#lon Committee, to take such action as
In its judgment gshall comport with the
Lest Interests of the comrades of. the
Grand Army of the Republic. It wus
carried affirmatively. (Sce puages 284
and 285 of 42d Journal.)

I have recelved many letteras dauring
my administration from comrades w:th-
in the Order and many old soldiers of
the civil war outside the Order and oth-
ers condemning the action of the 12d
National Encampment in refusing to
ask for further pension legislatton in
the Interest of the veterans.

The 42d National Encampment did
not so refuse, but, on the: contrary,
recommended amendments to the Me-
Cumber law, as above stated, and the
amendment to the widows' pension bill
Only one member of the Pension Com-
mittee being  present, these matters
ware referred to the Pension Commil-
tee to be appointed by the incoming
administration. The widows' pension
bill was smended, striking out “the
27th of June, 1890, and inserting "after
the passage of this act.' Thanks to
the carnest efforts of Senator MceCum-
ber, of North Dakota; Senator Curt's,
of Kansas, and others, the bill passed
the Senate and went to the House, The
amendment to the MeCumber law was
Introduced, but dld not get before the
Senate. I attended the National Cun-
gress upon different occasions in an al-
tempt to have the Penslon Committee
meet the Congressional Committees, but
It was impossible at the last Congress
to get a meeting of the Grand Arnn
committee with the committee of the
House of Representatives. Investiga-
tion will show that there have been
smany bills Introduced in the National
Congress upon different lines, called
pension bills, asking for relief for the
veterans upon different lines, and no
prospect of any of them becoming a
law. . The Grand Army of the Repub-
lle, standing united, has in the past
years sccured and placed upon the stat-
ute books such pension laws as are in
force, and the Grand Army of the Re-
publle will continue to ask for such
relief as shall geem to be equitable and
just. And I does not stand in the way
of pther veteran organizations securing
such legislation from the National Con-
gress as they may by their Influence
obtain,

Much Misteading Talk.

Many letters have been written and
much has been said disparagingly of
the Grand Army of the Republic in fts
honest endeavors to secure sultable leg-
Islation, not for the Grand Argiy of the
Republie, but for honorably dizchargea
soldlers of the clvil war,

1 quote a letter, copied, with the ad-

SO

dress of the Hon, Isaac R. Sherwood, of
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Now For a Little Diversion.

Ohfo, delivered in the House of Repre-
sentatives on Feb., 26, 1909, in speak-
ing to a bill relating to Sold!ers’ Homes
and turning from that subject to pen-
sions, advocating many different
schemes in the interests of the Grand
Army of the Republie, and which said
address has been printed and distribut-
ed broadeast thruout the Grand Army
of the Republlie. This letter is printed
with many others in connection with
that address, in which the writer is
purported to have said: "I was pres-
ent at the Toledo Encampment, when
at the very last moment, when less
than 100 were present, the “House of
Lords’ in the Encampment passed the
resvlution declaring that the G. A. R.
would ask for no further pension leg-
islation for three years. I have not
ceaded since to denounce It as a great
outrage, and no representation of the
feeling of the general comradeship,”
(See page 14 of said address.)
Another letter from the Department
of Kansas, which expresses thanks f{or
the stand taken by Congressman Sher-
wood on behalfl of the veterans, spys:
“I wpropose o have a resolution
passed in Eneampment denouncing the
action at Toledo. It was not taken by
the body of delegates, for 1 was pres-
ent, and |t was done by just & few
members of the 'House of Lords.'"
(See page 11 of =ald address.)
Another says: “In forwarding the
resolutions passéd by the Unlon Vet-
erans’ Legion, referring to the bill re-
ported by the Military Committee,
House of Represeatatives, and now on
the calendar aweiting passage, he
says: ‘I do not =ee any excuse for poli-
ticians dodging the officers’ retirement
because of any action of the Irresponsl-
hle Grand Army of the Republie, as its
jurisdiction is not recognized by the
commissioned officers. Most of the offl-
cers belong to the Veteran and Loval
Legion., Whereas the hundred-day
men and shorter-term men, at a siated
meeting of the Grand Army of the Re-
public at Lima, O., refusing to indorse
a resolution favoring the Sherwood pen-
sion bill, now pending In Congress, a
measure which wquld bencfit only real
soldiers of the war; and whereas the
U'nion Veteran Legion was formed on
the idea of a per diem service pension
bill for all soldiers, according to the
length of service, and as the provisions
of the Sherwood bill reached the mass
of the veteran soldiers” (See page 13
of said address.) There are other let-
ters of like character appended to this
bill too numerous to mention.
Never Opposed Pension Legislation,
I am not aware of the fact that the
Grand Army of the Republic has ever
opposed any blll introduced by the
Union Veteran Leglon, based upon a
per diem or compensation for services
rendered to the Government. It is the
proud sentiment of the American sol-
dier, sailor and marine that as Ameri-
can citizens and from an unselfish pa-
triotism and loyalty to country they
freely offered their lives that the Na-
tion might llve. And many entered the
service during the first year of the
war, and many during the second and
third years of the war, as soon as they
were old enough to bear arms and re-
spond to the call of the President to
reinforce and recruit the men who en-
tered during the first and second years,
And all did vallant service until the
closing of hostilities.
The question of compensation must
net and should not be considered with
a4 question of pensions. Compensation
means a price to be paild, elther ex-
pressly given or implied, for services
rendered or a duty performed, while
4 pension is a perlodical payment of
money to & person retired from ser-
vice on account of age or other disabil-
ity, and especially to men who have
been wounded or otherwise disabled in
the public service, and to the families

.of soldiers or sailors who have been

killed in action,

The Grand Army of the Republic has
ever stood for general pension legisia-
tion, believing that the familics of com-
rades who were killed in action and
that comrades who were wounded and
disabled upon the line of battle should
be ponsioned, no matter what their
term of service might have been.

I am Informed that several Depart-

ments have passed resolutions along
different lines and favoring different
laws from those which have recelved
the sanction of the Grand Army of the
Republic, These resolutions will go to
the hands of the Penslion Committese
and after their report thereon will re-
celve the consideration of this En-
campment. I invite your careful con-
slderation of the subject-matter of these
resolutions.
The number of survivors of the clivil
war at the close of the last fiscal yvear
(June 30, 1908), as shown by the an-
nual report of the Commissioner of
Pensions, was 620,985. The number of
survivors on the pension roll May 31,
1909, was 596,411, The amount appro-
priated for pensions during the year
was $162,000,000,

i

The amount appropriated and spent

during the year ending June 20, 1908,

In the Natlonal and State Homes for

support, maintenance, ete., for old and

nemly soldiers was the sum of $1,187,-
261. Total, $163,187.361.

Soldiers” Homes.

My attention has been called two or
three times to letters from inmates of
the Soldlers’ Homes, anonymous letters,
complaining of ill-treatment and hrreg-

in the Home, All of these

ularities
matters have been carefully investigat-
ed  and the complaints found to be
without foundation.

I have given the subject of Soidiers’
Homes a very eareful consideration and
have visited many, and T find the offi-
corE in every one of the Homes are vet-
eruns of the civil war, except the Hair=-
ton Home in Virginia, where the Gov-
ernor was an officer in the Spanish-
Amerjcan War and seriously wounded.
Many of the Surgeons are clvillans, as
it is difieult to secure medical officers
who are active enough that served In
the civil war. Our comrades should
be satisfied that the Board of Managera
uf the National Homes of Disabled Vol-
untecr Soldlers are retaining in posi-
tion in the Homes those of the civil
war who are able to do and perform
dutles required of them.

My attention was called to a letter
purperting to _have been written by an
inmate of the National Soldlers’ Home
of Virginia, published with an address
delivered by the Hon. Isaac R. Sher-
waod, of Ohlo, in the House of Repre-
sentatives, Feb. 26, 1909, The Hon.
Mr. Sherwood was speaking to a bill
relating to Soldiers’ Homes, and said
he desired to make a few rewnarks on
House Bill No. 23244, Introduced in
Congress by Mr. Boutell, known as the
civil war oflicers’ annuity honor roll,
and In gaid address Congressman Sher-
wood advocates an amendment to that
bill giving certain honorably discharged
goldiers §1 per day pension, which said
address wns printed. (See page 12 of
said printed address.) This letter
states:

“1 am glad Congressman Sherwood
is the soldiers' friend and is pushing
the $1 a day pension. We are 4,000
disfranchised veterans, and there is not
a clvll war soldler in any position of
authority on the grounds. Our treat-
ment s deplorable, and to compilain
means to be put out of the gatea

I investigated this casg especially on
my visit to =aid Home, spending aimost
the entire day there. I found the Gov-
ernor of the Home a kind-hearted and
humane man, and from careful investi-
gation he seemed to have the regard
and respect of all those under his
charge. 1 found that all other per-
son employed in this institution were
veterans except the Surgeons and some
of the nurses in the hospitals. I found
the inmates of the Home were divided
into companies, und each company had
a Captain, who was one of their com-
rades, and who received pay and was
responsible for the conduct of his com-
pany to the Governor or Commandant.
All of the positions In the Home, ex-
cept as above stated, are filled by the
old comrades, who are receiving com-
pensation for the same; they had free
ingress and egress to the grounds at all
times, subject only to the orders of
thelr Captain, and they were required
to be In the Home by 10 o'clock at
night. This Home is beautifully locat-
ed, and appears to have every conven-
ience necessary for a Soldiers’ Home.
I went thru the Quartermaster's De-
partment, the kitchens, dining room,
hospitals and laboratories, and the Gov-
ernor and the officers took great pains
in explaining to me the conveniences
and workings of the Home. I could
not find the comrade purporting to have
written the above letter. The only
comrades that I found dissatisfied with
the Home were those complaining that
the canteen had been abolished. I
found the Home well equipped and
with all the conveniences necessary for
a Home, I went to the dining room
when ddinner was served, and T asked
many of the comrades if It was the
usual dinner for that day, there being
a menu for cach day in the week, and
was Informed by one and all that {t
was, and no complaint could or would
be made by any Ingpector with the din-
ner and the manner In which it was
served. The Governor and Surgeon in
charge kindly and cheerfully answered
all questions put by me, and gave me
all the information that [ desired In
the proper investigntion of the Homa.

National and State Homes.

I find upon Investigation that thsre
are 10 National Soldlers’ Homes in the
United States and 20 State Homes. That
during the year ending June 50, 1208,
34,549 members were cared for In the
Natonal Homes, and of this number
19913 were maintained thruout the
year. That in the 30 Btate Homes (hera
were 20147 disabled soldlers and sail-
ors rared for, 11,436 being maininined

thruout the year. The whole nuniber




