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By JONIN McELROY,

CHAI'TER XI1V. ‘| Gen. Thomas for duty,-and by him was
—— {®=ent 1o the Fourth Corps to report to |
The Cavalry Corps, Gen, Stanley. The latter was just go-|

| % "
ing on ‘sick leave' on account his
wounid received at Franklin, and with-

The Cavalry Corps, raised to a of

strength sufficient to compete suceess-

now

£ out being assigned 1o any  division | corps, ft will be seen that for me it was/|
fully with the redoubtable Forrest, was Couch, by rank, nzsumoed temporary | the practical loss of a grade, as it
commanded by Maj-Gen, James M. command &Y «corps in the absence | would have been for Gen., Wood In the
Wilson, formerly of the Army of the of the reguiarly assigned commandant. | Fourth Corps it Gen, Couch had re-
Potomac, who had been selected by The immediate resuli of this was to | mained there My only purpose in
Grant for this purpase. The First - | eupersede Brig-Gen. Wood, who !m.!\'nu-tm;.' these things Is (o make Intelli-

vision of this force was commanded by ! been second fn rank in the corps thrul

“NO COMMANDER EVER UNDERWENT ‘_"}ltﬁ.-\T."iR DISTRESS OF

the brilliant Edwiard M. MeCock, then
absent with two bhrigade=s on an expe-
dition Into western Kentucky. The F h

the vear, and was one of the Jldest
officers ln the Army of the Cumberiand.
In the rearrangement of divisions when

Division was commandcd by Brig.- en. ! the temporiry command would cense
Bdward Hatch, of distinguished n.«curd+ it would displave Gen. Kimball, who
in the Army of the Tennessee; the | was also one of the most experlenced
Sixth- Divislon by Gen, RIi ] W. | Brigadiers, and would reduece him 1o o
Johnean, who had commanded divi-| brigade. The dissatisfaction thus
sion in the Army of the Cumberland,]| caused in Thomas's own department
and thie Seventh Division by Brig.-Gen, | miade him transfer the problem to
Joseph F. Knipe, Schofield and the Army of the Ohjo.

Thomas proposed to (Couch to take. a
ilivision, therefore, in the Twenty-third
Corps. Bchofield was induced to con-

The Eternal Question of Rank.
In thi=s connection it may be Intercst-

ing to introduce gome side lig from | #ent te this, as It was accompuanied by
Gen. Cox's book, “Military teminis-| a0 arrnngement for the speedy organ-
cences of the Civil War,” showing how pizatien of a division of new troops to
the tton of rank, alwars fnes which Gen. Ruger could be assigned,
in : mv, which had at times s- | whilst Couch should take thar which
ter consequences in the Army of the
Petomace, piaved a conspicuons part
even in the unreipted bodies of men
which Gen, Thomes had molded into

his powerful fighting force. Gen. Cox
Bays:

“The halt at Nashville was the poca-
sion for soimme tomporary oh e in
the organization of my division. Cuol
Henderson had not fully recovered
from the 1l health which had Inter-
rupted the command of his brigade,
and having obtained a leave of absence
to go home for a few weeks the com-
mand of this bhripade remained with
Col. Stilex. Gen. Jeilly nlseo found the
need of recuperution, and was granted

#a short leave. It happened that Col.
Doolittle, wha had distinguished hime-
gelfl in command of the post at Deea-

tur, hod got back from a short absence,
and regched N fter communi-

shville af

cations with Murfreeshoro wore Inter-
rupted. Mot being ¢ to jJoin his
proper commnand, T was glad to mnke
arrangements to give him temporary
gervice with me, and to renew the BRIDCGE OVER THE CUM
pleasant acquaintance made on our (From a war
Journey from Georgis He acted as
Chlef of Steff for a ¥= till Rell-] Ruger now ecommanded. When the

ley lJeft, and 1 then assigned him to| new scheme was lnid before Couch n--‘
command Rellly's Brigade, where tlu-r--| replied with dignity that he wouid
was no officer of sutficient 1-x|u:t'|--n--(:'ren-illy gserve whore he was orders -]_|
for that command. but could not, of his own election, tinke |
“Another change which occurred was|a position that would throw him mMI
amaong the ! ofMicers, and strong- | a lesser command. The formal orders
Iy Mustrate ing llkely to arise | making the changes were then issued. |
under such cir istunces, In pur-| We had two good Brigadiers in our
Jru before mentioned | corps, who had r!‘!'l-lllh.-' proved their

suance of a .
the War Department was bringing capacity to tike the new division—|

¥
o
-

ON THE LINE OF WORKS AT NASHVILLE.

pressure to bear upon officors to make) fteilly, who had heen distinguished in
them siceent nay active serviee suftable|the bitile of #Franklin, and Cooper,
10 thelr Tank or resign and leave room | Who bhad condocted his brignde by a
for promolions for others, since r_'.,-_-|-|mn-kt perilous and clrenitous  retreat
gress refused o enlarge the number of | from Centerville to Nashyille: hut the
genern) Officers, Myl -Gen. Duarios N, | commissions of these only dated from
Couch had been duding the war hither- | Whe taking of Atlanta, and, being ju-
to conpected with the Army of the Po-|niors on the list of general oflivers,

tomae, but had drified ot
servies gid was ‘walting orders’ Grant
had suggesied Lhar he be sent to com- R
mand the Districl of Kentoeky, rellev- | Cox’s Position.

ing Burbridge, whose cdministration | “JMy ewn pesitiep was the one most
wad not setisfactary W the General-in- |sflecied by the advent of 2 senior in
Chler. B politicul inflpences st rank into the vorps. 1 hiad been senlor
Warhington did not faver this change, | of the dividlon commanders in East

of wctive (their clajwes to the larger compuind
wetre ol consldered very streong.

campuign, and actually in command of
the corps In the absence of its regular
chief or his assumption of still wider
duties. As second Iin rank one Is nec-
esearlly  in confidentinl possession of
much knowledge which he would not
otherwise have, for the possibility that
nccidents of the campaign may throw
the larger command upon him reqguires
that he should have the means of juds-
ment and action in such an event. He
ig therefore In much closer relutions to
his =uperiors than he would be as a
division commuander merely. Again, in
marches or in any scattering of forces,
as senior, his command will be extend-
¢l over other portions of the corps in
the absence of the commander, and 1
had not infrequently foumid myself in
command of another division beside
my own, either by definlte orders or by
operation of the Articles of War. When
| to this is added such command as fell
to me in the October campalgn in
Georgia and in the battle of Franklin,
which ecouid not have been mine if 1
lind not siood next to Schofield in the

gibly the feeling in the army that such

MIND THAN GEN. THOMAS."

| evtesville,

SERIC'S BUSINESS NOW ON HAND.

| 3
i

Up to the Senate.

The zerious look has come into men'z
faces at the Capitol, and the whirring
{sound s heard. The machipery iIs in
| motion. And as the wheels revolve
| the finished product is bheing turned out
for inspection and approval, the while
the wheels continue to revolve ad
more tasks are undertaken. The novel
| and the abnormal, which were so con-
gpicuous in the very early April daya,
| nute ceased to be. Now at the south
lend of the Capitol it is all as an old
gshoe, The legislative plant is running
without noise or friction,

The new men are coming into the
big places handily and living up to the
requirements.  Speaker Clark I8 now
able to run the House as tho it had
been @ task to his hands for the last
decade, His floor lenders ho longer
display timidity In guiding the great
legislative body thru the maze of daily
proceedings. It is not particularly dif-
ferent in all the outward aspects than
it was 10 vears ago, when the Repub-
licans were in their palmy days, Of
course, there are the new faces, but
the dayv-in-deyv-our aspect of things s
about the same.

The House Leaders,

The House leaders have had little
apportunity vet to show what they can
do. Representative Underwood, Chair-
man of Ways and Means, is just getting
thru with his first bill, Canadian recl-
procity, nnd that s not of a charactoer
10 seriously straip a Ways and Means
Chulrman's capuaclty to take care _nr
himself and his party’s intergsis. The
resolution for the popular election of
dtors has passcd the Houzé after
dlgengeion which occupied, ane after-
noon, The b was In char
rusentative William Waller Hucker, of
.. who has beemn In Con-
s andd s now Chajrman
on the Electlon of

gress for 12

of the Commiltee

President, Viee President and Repre-
gentatives in Congress. He would hard-
¥ be siyvled one of the Demoeratic

leaders, aitho he is a prominent man in
the Hous:e organization.

It fell to his lot te have charge of
two very important measures in the
course of the first few daye, for after
the propesed constitutional amendment
for the popular election of Senators
came the bill to amend the luw regard-
ing publiclty of campalgn eXpenses,
That bill belonged to Judge Rucker's
committes, and was put thra the

transfers are not good adminlstration, |
except when they arce in the nature of |
promotion for brilllant service. The |
fecling was also strong that the loss of
one’'s footing in one large army, unless
caused by exceptional reasons, fully |
understood, Is a reason against a trans- |

BEERLAND AT NASHVILLE.
time photo.)

fer to another, wiere, in generous riv-
alry, all been striving to merit |
advanced Instead of diminished grades.
In justice to Gen. Schofield, however, |
I must not omit to say that he fully |
appreciated my situation, and with an |
ecarnetstness which outran anyvthing 1
could claim, excrted himself to secure |
my promotion and to make me elgibic|
o ihe permuanent assgnment lo ll1tv_‘I
curps’ command when hilg own author-

ity was aflterward enlarged. Gen.
Couch's  pesition was by no means a
desirable one for him, for he could not
e jgnorant of the sentliaent of the
army, and by would probably have pre-
ferred a division in the Potomne Army
to one In ours, for there, in spite of &
temporary celipge, he bad a fixed and
honorable reputaticn which wonld jus-
tify a resgonable expectation of regain- |
Ing prominence o it

Hood's audacious advanee-to p posl-
tion In sight of Nashiville flled the
whole country with anxivus forebodings

Wwemocratic
| platform at the last Présidaptial elec-

| opportunity to show what they can do.

| stricfly

Fin urging reciprocity to th

and Couch was ordered to report 1o} Tennesses, o well a3 in the Atlania

LCuupausd on page three,} .

House so us t) permit of publicity be-
fore ps well as after elections. BSuch a
measure “was part of the

tion, and it will be rememb#red what a
lot of talk there was along in'the Sum-
mer and Autumn of 1008, Lecause the
Democrats wanted, and, as far as thelr
own campalgn was concerned, had pub-
llvity of econtributions before the elec-
tion, wherens Mr, Taft, then the Presi-
dentinl nomines, insisted that only pub-
licity after the elections was necessary
Mr. Rucker had a lHitle trouble getting |
that bill thru the House, aind the Re-
publicans got him inte a corner from |
which he finally extricated himsell |
However, his committee will probably
he hardly heard from again in this
Congresa,

Canadinn Reciprocity.

now will be chiefly upon
the Democrats of Ways and Means,
and from this time on for & month
or twao they will have abundant eppor-
tunity to show whether they are equal
to the big tasks which the House has
placed upon them In the discussion
of the redprocity bill some of the best
Democratic debaters of the Ways and
Means Committes were trotted out and
glven an abundance of time. Repre-
sentutive Cluude Kitehin, of North
Carolina, who was selected to open the
grgument for the bill, Is one of the
best stump speakers in Congress. The
purpose evidently wis 1o have from
him & specch that could- be circulated
next vear as a campnign  document
And, ag usual, Mr. Kitchin did not dis-
appoint  the House Democerats  who
chos=e him for the opening speoch.

Of eourge, there is an apportionment
bill 1o pass from the Census Commit-
tee, but that will take at best no more
than n day. The caucus has virtually
forbidden most of the commilices to
report any business 1o the House, and
accordingly the Chulrmen will have no

The striin

Chairman Underwood promises to hold
the conter of the stage. . Incidentally
it might be sgoggested that if he gets |
off well with his tariff program his
rriends are thinking about grooming
him for the Presidential race. They
say he Is a very able man, level-headed
and experienced in public affairs, and
that there is no one in the South who
would probably take ag well with the
country as a Presidential candidate.
Mr. Underwood 18 too busy just now
to pay any attention to these compli-
ments from  his friends around the
Capitol. But his name is bound to be
‘on many tongues for a few months in
connection with legislative matters, He
j& voung enough to bhe a Presidentinl
candldate in 1916 If Some .oll?l-r should
be nominated In 1912, He is recelving
congratulations on the passdge of the
President’s reciprocity billy which went
thru the House by an evegwhelming
majority and is now “up to" the Se¢nate.

The Political Effecg

Of course, evervbody is slill msking
evervbody else ar Washingtod what the
political effect will be.  That interroga-
tory Is applied to every big' mowve on
the checker board. It applies to gvery-
thing that President Taltudoes, as well
ns to evervihing that Cengross, does.
And as Presidential politics are. very
much in the nlr many questionsg are
heard as to what effect a sucoessful
extri sesslon  of Congress will, have

upon the Presidential asplrations of
the Hon. Champ Clark, of Missourl,
and likewise upon FPresident Willlam

Howard Taft.

Some wike folks have been proclaim-
ing around the Capitol that the time
wis g6l hand wihen the Demoerats could
not afford to play politics; and the
word his gone around that when the
Demodcrats decided_ to - bring out the
Canadian reciprecity bill éarly they had
eschewed politics, and were attending
to the businegs for swWhich the
P'resident called Cosgress Snlo extra
seagion, All the same, the mocrits
are very jubilant over the rises that
are sung for the suceess of Weir tactics
front and
» farmers’
ure be-

likewise for bringing out t
frue list,
moaning TLUCTALN

s of |{l-'p—]

NUMBER 1556,

The Democrats Have Taken Hold Like Practised Hands—Good
Team Work in the Hpuse—Passage of the Bill for Popular Elec-
tion of Senators—Canadian Reciprocity—Presidential Booms
Hatching—The Goveynar of New Jersey—Everything Passing

ladvantage with reference to the next
| Presidential campnign is now in the
| minds of the poople who dwell in_the
| Fedleral City by the Potomae.

| . The Democrits are by no means yet
out of the woods. There is plenty of
time for false s=teps that will give the
Republican brethren good, taking Is-
gues with the masses. The snap and
| dash with which the Democrats have
innugurated their réturn to power, of
course, encournges them to expect thot
they will sweep the country in 1912,
and their candldates are crowding to
| the fore, Naturally, too, the Demo-
|eratle activities makes the Republi-
cans take notice, for they will not jog
alang In an indifferent sort of way
when the Democrats are proceeding at
& brisk trot,

There has really heen little difficulty,
and should not have been, in getling a
reviprocity  bill enacted by the House
under all the circumstances. Neither
| should there be much ditficulty in get-
ting a farmers’ free list thru the Demo-

eratjic House. The real trouble will
come, and the real test of abllity to
size up to reqifirements, will be when

the Demoerats undertake to revise the
cotton and woolen schedules, the fram-
infe of which hns taxed the brain pow-
ers of the ablest Hepublican legislators
of the last guarter of a century.

Presidential Booins,

During the recent April dayvs, teem-
ing with these Demoeratiec activities in
|the Natlona! House, Presidential ecan-
didates have nccordingly been pushing
a Hitle farther into the field, 1Inder
the cover, as it were, of these activities
there have heen several manuvers the
| significance of whick s not altogether
| clear,

For example, a vigorous little boomi-
fli:t has been lanched for Dix, af
New York, who apparentlv has no
|earthly prospects of delegates outside
of his own State. His income-tax let-
ter, in whirh he vigorously Indorsed
the proposed constitutional amend-
|ment, has been uged here at Washing-
{ton to arouse interest In his Presiden-
| tial prospects. There seem to be agents

Goy.

boomer, about the splendid qualities of
the Empire State Governor.

It hardly need be sald that the boom-
ers have made no Impression upon
those people In Washington who have
any gay about Fresidential campalgns
beyond srousing curiosity. Perhaps the
Dix boom 1s designed to help Gov. Har-
mon by preventing Gov. Wilgon, of New

Jersey, from guathering In a very for-
midable delegation. Perhaps Tammany
Hall 1s working out some fine plan,

'on the ground

talk in that b muanner pecullar to |
the Presidentizl boomer, and partieu-
larly to the New York Presidential

The Welcome Mr. Bryan.

posed to be Interested, are to be placed
upon the free list i7 » Senate follows
the House In voll « supplemental
measure thru, Dres «d meat, agricul-
tural machinery, harness, boots and
shoes, flour, lumber, cotton bagging,
salt and many kindred articles are to

his behnlf. and they |come in duty free if the bl becomes o

law, and the Demoeratic theory is that
the prices of all these articles will be-
come less 1o the farmer as well as to
uther consumers.

The Agriculiural Schedules,
Representative Needham, of Califor-
nin, a Republican member of Waysand
Means, now deeclares that the Demo-
crats intend also to revise the agri-
eculturn] schedules, inciuding pineap-
plex, raisins, loemons, oranges and so on,
altho It was supposed that those arti-
cles would not be touched at this ses-
sion of Congress. At the Senate end

The day I8 not distant now when the
atrife for convention delegates will Iw]
on.

There were too many other Interest-|
ing topies current In Washington at
the time to permit of much attention

of the Capltol, however, one hears now
much talk about the prospeet that after
the Canadian reciprocity bill has be-
come lnw and the Senate has dizcussed
gome of the other pending tariff bilis
for awhile there will be a general dis-
pogiticn (o adjourn,

to the sction of South Carolina  Tte-
publicans at Columbin The other dayv, |
under the lead of Capt. John G. Capers, |
of vallant Republican record, In In-
dorsing President Taft for renomin®-
tion and re-election. The 200-word
telogrom, describing the meeting of the |
Executive Committee and embodving
the resolutions it adopted, was not only |
sént to the White House offices, but
wits given out there. Furthermore, cor-
tain friends of the Administration took
paing to ohtain for the telegram as
wide publicity as possible.  Still other
Sopthern States, where the Administra-
tion has complete contral of the party
machinery, will probably act In the
near future, These State Committees
in the South are paramount in Repub-
lican politics, and when thev declare
for a Presidentinl eandidate it is .cer-
taln that the State Conventions :n due
season will make the pledges good.

The Houth Carolina resolutions re-
ferred to the desire of the Palmetto
Republlcans to “take thiz early oppor-
tunity 1o joln our sister State of North
Carolina in ite prior indorsement of the
statesmanship, wisdom and courage of |
William Howard Taft, the seader and |
ife coungellor of our party, and to
pledge to him the delegates from this
State at the next National Convention.”
Cupt. Capers spends a deal of his time
in Washington, where, it is undersiood,
the resolutions were writton and where
they were approved by the same Influ-
entinl friends of the Administration
that approved of the North Carolina
resolutions, It is hardly any secret
that Postmaster-General  Hitcheoek
holds the North Carolina and the South
Carolina Repubilleans as in the hollow
of his hand. They are chiefly office-
holders, very largeiy Postmasters.

There seems 1o be a disposition to
let the Southorn movement grow just
fast enough to offse¢t and If anvthing
discourage the La Follette boom in the
West. Good opaliticiens are woarching
the La Follette boom, and watching in
President Taft's behalf, bhecnuse it ‘s
realized that In these eerly stages of a
campaign  troublesoma developments
ger well under way without attracting
much attention.

Goy, Wandeow Wilson,

It Is noted that Gov. Woodrow Wil-
son's travels of the Winter and the
Spring are taking him to meny States

and Incidentally  sircngthening his
Presicdentinl prospecis  from 81 ac-
counts, Southerneors In Congress jre

beginning to pay more atteniton 1o him
than ever before a8 a Presidential aspi-
rant. One beging to hear it sald that
the Sonth is coming rapidly into line
with him. He is easily the best andver-
tised of &ll the Democratic aspirants.
Since his visit of a few dayvs ago 10 In-
dinnapoliz the AMiddle Western Demo-
crats are talking much about his quali-
fications.

The President makers of the Demo-
eratic Party in Washington.sav that in
the conrse of a few months thers vill
be only two Demoeratic eandidales—
Clark, the Speaker of the House, and
Wilson, the Governor of New Jersey.
The Gov. Harmon boom, altho earefnl-
Iv encouraged, has been steadily de-
clining, and many belleve will hefore
long become purely a favorite-snn af-
fair.

The Democritic tarllf program' has
been gradugrlly developing. The House
Is now geing full tilt, and the big bills
which the Democratie caucus has au-
thorized are being “gronnd out'” of the
legislative mill with great regularity,
The Senate, as alrendy stated, has the
Canadian reclprocity bill, and will xgon
also have that fine Democratic nven-

-
are showing all of a ien fur won-
ducting the business of legisiatjon And
thut gues jo show how much polideal

tion of a "farmers’ free list b as its
companion. An hufdred “necessarles
of life,” in which the farmer ls sup-

| it is Indefinite

| gram

Of course, a!l the gossip in that con-
nection s guite unsatisfactory, because
No one knows yet just
how the Senate will line up on many of
thesge tarlff matters. and particularly
how the Insurgent Senators, who hold
the balance of power, will vote. There
can be little definite =peculation on
those subjects till afer the House has
enucted its several tariff bills. For the
present there I8 a Democratie disposi-
tion to delay action npon the w 1 and
woolen schedule, altho It s expected
that the House will reduce those dutles
and al€o the cotton duties, Thus far
there is little or no talk about touching
the dutieg on sugnr, lecanse of the
fact that sugnr I8 a splendid réevenue
producer the Democrats will apparent-

ly be slow about tinkering with that
scheduole,
Things Up to the Senate,
Consequently the big query of the

extra session is rapidly shifting Senate-
ward. Before very long the Adminis-
tration’s supporters there must evident-
Iv afford a show of hands. They must
indicanie whether the legisiative pro-
of the triumphant Democratic
House is to be met with general resist-
unee or whether there is to be a4 polley
of temporizing. I it I8 to be general
resistance, it will mean a prospect of
Congressional adjournment by mid-
July, If the Senate Republicans pro-
pase to fight the various revision bills
thru to the last stage with a hope of
effecting compromises and thus com-
pleting tarlff leglslation right away, as
far as this Congress g concerned, ad-
journr ynt cannot be expected till Into
the Awtumn.

Senate committees, including that on
Finance, which handles tariff bills, will
be made up now in a few davs. Sena-
tors will take no great interest in the
prospects of tariff legisiation as long as
they are concerned with such intimate
personal matters as their committee
m‘:xiu\nuwnts.

The make-up of the Finance Com-
mittee, when the several Republican
anid Democratic vacancies have been
filled, will indicate much about the
treatment of Democratic tariff bills,
Honsge Democrals are expected to cut
the high-protection schedules as deep-
Iy as they dare, without alarming busi-
ness thruout the land. They know that
If thelr revigion of the woolen sched-
ule, for example, is allowed to pass the
Seniatle ir will be in greatly modified
form. Then it becomes a problem of
compromise in conference. The deep-
er the Democrats cut the schedules in
the Housze the more likely will they
abtain as much revision in eonference
4s they think they really should have.

Prospects of Reclprocity,

A long debate over reciprocity in the
Senate Is nesured. It will hardly be
less than two weeks. It may easily
last a month, As reciprocity Is an A«-
minigtration measure, reported from
the Finance Conmimittee at the last ses-
slon of Congress, altho without recom-
mendation, the commitiee probably will
not deliberate over it long. The reci-
procily debare, which should go far
toward demonstrating the Senate’s tem-
per teward the farmers' free list, If not
townrid further revision, should be in
full swing in a weck or little mores, jusg
about the time when the House will
apparently have quite half of all its
legislative program complated,

Republican Senators have becn grop-
ing much as to their future course. It
is certain also that the Administration
is very much in a quandary as to what
its attitude ouvwght to be toward the
severil Democratic measures that will
come Ltrailing in behind the Canadian
reciprocity. It Is not to be inferred

l

concerned about respecting the Presle
dent's wishes in that regard. And yet,
with all the differencea of opinion pre-
valling among the Republicans and
with the conceded fact that insurgents
will hold the balance of power, the
President will undoubtedly exercise a
very great influence over the legisine
tive achlievements of the extra session.

Democratic Team Work,

Just now everybody at Washingtom
comments admiringly of the splendid
team work In the House. Republicans
are chagrined and hixck back to two
or three short years ago when they
undoubtedly had the best party organ-
fzation ever seen in This coyn

slipped a cog, and-while apparently
eschewing politics, hove pone the less
played a game of successful politics
that simply makes the Republicans en-
vious. When the bill for publicity of
campaign expenses before electinn was
under consideration the Democrnis
“lost their bird,"” ns one New England
Yankee put it, by dividing over a Re-
publican amendment, which carried
temporarily. The Republican jubilae
tion, however, was tolerably short lived,
anid the incldent Is likely to teach the
new Democratic members a little more
caution,

Many House Chairmen are eager for

that Republican Senators are greally

committes meetings to consider the
mss of bills which has alreadv been
dumped in wpon them. While the

Democratic caucus restricted ‘he meas-
ures upoo which reports conld be made
at the extra session, this will not pre-
vent committers from transacting a log
of preliminary business. Chalrman
Sparkman, of the Rivers and Harbors
Commitice, has announced that he is
ready to grant hearings to all who
come advoecating any projest for witers
Wiys improvements. The general dise
position seems to be to make the extra
sexelon one of investigation and induse
try all along the line, and not a thumb-
twirling, idle affalr while the Senate
deliberates,

“)PENING THE BOOKS.”

The Democrats Propose 2 Thoro
Investigation of All the Depart-
ments—No Belief That it Will
Develop Anything Sensational.

—_———

Nine House Chairmen of committees
are just now furrowing their brows and
girding themselves for business. One ig
the Chalrman of the Committee on Ex-
penditures in the State Department.
e is Representative Courtney V.
Hamlin, of Missourl. Another is Chair-
man of Expenditures in the Treasury
Department, Wm., E. Cox, of Indiana,
and =0 on down thru the list of nine
Executive Departments. The Chairmen
hitve met en masse with Speaker Clark,
and inavzurated their plans for “open=
ing the buoks.”

There is an impression in Washing-
ton thit this much-advertised effort is
likely to prove a fiasco. The aold stag-
ers o not belisve the nina Democruts,
no one of whom is known in Washine-
ton for any great Congressional
achievements to date, will likely startle
the country with dis¢losures, and, above
all, that thev are not likely to suggest
improved methods for handling the
Government’s business,

As far as ean be judged none of these
Chalrmen and none of their Democratia
associutes on the committee are men
of particular business or legal experi-
ence to qualify them for passing upon
the busiress methods of the Governe
ment.  The Administration, howsver,
will have as defenders upon these come=
mittees a numher of very well-informed
Republicans. The great attack., of
conrge. will be made upon the Treas-
ury Department. The leading Repub-
liean on that committes |s Representia-
tive Ebenezer J. Hill, of Connecticut,
one of the hest-informed men in public
lito as reeards Treasury business. Heade
ing the Republican minority .on Ec=
penditures in the War Department is
Representative  Asher ©. Hinds, of
Maine, & thoraly informed man and &
student of Government afMalrs,

Wil bo a Lot of Digging,

The nine committers will undonliteds
Iy do a lot of digging. Even if Cone
gress adjourns In July or thereubouts
the nine committecs now plan to siay
in Washington all during the Sumnner,
and that will g0 far toward preventing
the duliness of a country village which

(Continued on Page Two.)

a s e
far the Housg Democrats hidve hardly
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