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This authority was given with the under-
standing that the features which caused the
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the publication will be eliminated there
from. Respectiully yvours,
Epwin C. MADDEN,
Third Assistant Posimaster-General
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Your honest and fearless paper has done

more in interests of Civil Service reform
in th hort time it has been here than
the combined pre of Washington could
accomplish i ten years. While Frederick
Siddons and other men who saw the evils
8 they existed have put in some pretty
lows in the right direction, yet it

such handling as you have

ve handled familyism and all

kinds of department favoritismi withont
gloves, and have fought these evils fear
lessly and honestly, 'While certain papers

have

oughout the conntry fought more

r less along the same lines, yvet yvou are
the pioneer in the good work, and have
the evils while located in their

well I remember the uproar the

sheet caused in certain

pies of your
ment circles

Cheap prophets were
iround prophedying that you would

get hurt, and that y paper should not be
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feted, admired and honored until certain of
her unconventionalites aroused the sus:
picion of one of the graver matrons at
Washington,

Then returning visitors from the French
capital reported that she had borne an un-
enviablejreputation both there and in Flor
ence, and had been induced for a consider-
ation by the royal family of France to break
off an intimacy with the Duke of Orleans,
the eldest son of Louis Philippe, and leave
the country,

At this juncture the Duke's yuunger
brother, the Prince de Joinville, came to
Washington and refused to recognize Mme
Vespuccl, virtually her
from societly Her numerous and magnifi-

which excluded

cent jewels and many of her costly and ex-
quisite gowns went to the pawnbroker, and
in New York, whither she shortly fled from
Washing! she came to verge of
actual wan

In these straits, tradition says, she ac
cepted the protection of “"Prince’ John Van
Buren, of Albany, and for a while created
something of a sensalion on the ts of
t stale capit where she drove the
lawyer's spanking team of bays

I'he romantic story of the manner in
which she came to transfer her companion.
ship from “Prince' John Van Buren to
the heir of the title of Baron Von Lefton-

burg has been handed down from father to

son in the hamlet of Evans Mills as fol
lows: v

Just at nightfall of a stormy January
day, in 1841, the great sleigh of George

Parish, gentleman, of Ogdensburg, pulled
up at the old stone hostelry at Evans Mills,
kept by Landlord John Hoover

The host announced that expected
Lawyer John Van Buren, of Albany, to ar.
rive and transact business with gm. Soon
the famous Albany attorney .|ll‘.p\|l, accon.
panied by a handsome and stately woman,
who was clad from head to foot in the rich-
est furs, and who wore a profusion of jew
elry, she was introduced by "'Pringe'’ Jolin
as Mme, Vespuccl, and it was noticeable
even to the bartender who served the hot
toddy and flip, that George Parish, gentle
man, was more interested in the fair com-
panion of the Albany attorney thun in the
legal business, and that the interest was
mutial

All the next day the Ogdensburg land-
owner and his agent were busy with the
signing of legal papers which Van Buren
drew up
As night came on the mahogany table
which was last week discovered in the attice
was brought out to play its part in this
strange story A game of cards had been
proposed Parish, who alert and
shrewd, played well,  Van Buren, dulled by
a long day of drink, lost steadily, Before

velock in the evening he had, however,
¢ of his dulled vision, seen two things
; First, £5,000 of his gold had been
passed over the table to Parish, and second
glances of disturbing significance had been
Parish and

he

wWas

exchanged between s fair
ompanion
sounded Van Buren threw

wind declared bitterly

cards

had

I've enough of gaming, My luck
1as turpned against me, both in cards and
n love, Yon observe, Marie, my last gold

jece has gone into yonder shrewd fellow’s
inds.  You, if you like, may follow it.”’

Hut madame was rather shamed by'this

John,' she protested guietly, “you
have been good to me when I needed it
So, in spite of this gentleman’s adroit
flattery, I will not leave you, now that your
gold is That is," she unless

added

B spent
you bid me

‘Since the lady i8 so gentle,” interrupted
Parist it remains for us to settle the
matter between ourselve Take this $5, 00
I have just won from you., I will putup
ns I more against it We will play
until one of us has won all, Will madame
abide by the outcome of the play

Madame agreed, the coins were deposited
in her lap, and the tw an, with a woman
fis the stake, played unt o'clock in the
n By tim Pat had agaiu

among her young guests on the lawn and
giving her personal attention to their en-
tertainment, When they went to take
leave of their hostess she took from a small
table beside her a pretty gift for each one,
telling the guest to keep it as a souvenir of
the ''fete champetre,'

She died in Paris a few years later,

The Baron von Leftonburg lived on his
estates in Germany until his death a few
YEArS ago,

THE STREET FAKIR

He Comes With the Cold and Tells of
His Pards and Their Little
“Grafts.”

Some have for weeks back been seen in
town, even making a pitch in desultory sort
of way, but first real influx
weather country puiled in yesterday
street fakir

He of the push who made the lone pitch

worked knife sharpeners, with slice polish

from cold

the

the

as i side line
sadd he expected to meet
in Washington space, and

street graft colder

During a lull hie
warmer weather
few articles for
than his

You could tell he was an old hand at the
street game, even though he was working
the kunife sharpeners, which have been
worked to a limit in the West and North

Yes, if he'd considered, he wonld have
held down Philly or Pittsy for the holidays

wers

Philly is, around Christmastide, ever a
kind town to the street men of America.
But several weeks is a long wait, after a

lay-off from following the fairs.

He wight hit the Charlegton fair later on,
but they were asking £s500 for any kind ofa
space now.

Jig Foot Wallace? Yes, knew him, Who
didn't, that in the game, know the
greatest of all taking street men-~the big
fellow who worked a dollar or a five dollar
piteh, and who got your money as sure
you listened to him?

Then there was ''Doc’’ C———, who head-
quartered in Phiily \\'urnr(u-urtnl “'Dog'—-—
the best spieler in the biz, although not the
greatest money-getter, ‘‘Doc’” died in Buf-
falo during the Pan show., There
street man for you—a figure of romance
amongst men who are possessive of many
inroving, adventurous, interesting pasts,
Right well the man with the sharpeners
knew Doc—the college man with the grand
diction, the ways of a gentleman, and who
died one, even though he sold slump
jewelry from the street pitches and worked
the fairs, A picture of Doc he could bring
up before Mim-—the slender man of 33, say;
the romantic features and dark beard, white
forehead.

Wils

us

Was a

Yes, he knew ‘Irish Jerry” and Dutch
Fritz, who invented street grafts, Both
were hultl{ug down Philly lor X-mas, Jerry

has 4 new one he's going to kill the boys
dead with this year. Inthe dark as yet, as
is Vrite's, Remember how they both

d old Billy Penn's town last yeas?
How Jerry brought up about steen thou-
sands of second bottles that had done one

life’'s work, and during the holidays had
the town's thoroughfares covered with push
cart loads of "'Parisian cologne,'' with the
scent on the bottles’ outside, O, yes, the
street game is all agreat graft, but no one
gets done badly

Fritz is going in for toys again this year

—thie kind that looks like other toys His,
however, refuse to work

Yes, Schmitty was still in Pittsburg, But
the ‘‘Diamond’” is no more, for a great
building is going up there.

Street game Isn't what it once was, still,

there's a of

the game

plece money left for a wan in

Now while Congress is at it suppose an
appropriation is made to erect a municipal
temple of justice I'he present
would disgrace a Southern city
of reconstruction They

the Nation

buildings
in the era

sgrace o

are a
the-Ca




