
s&f
-

- -

m

22, IS 91.

m

&

:.'fci

JOHN W. ROSS,
CoinmisBioncr of thu District of Columbia.

Like Commissioner Douglass, Commissioner
Ross had administered the duties of an impor-
tant Federal ofllco at tbo Capital previous to
bis appointment to bis present office. lie was
postmnster of the city of Washington from 1888
until be qualified as Commissioner, October,
1890. He was also president of tbo school
board for three terms.

Commissioner Ross was born at Lowistown,
111., In 1841. He was educated at Illinois Col-leg- o

and at Harvard Law School, from which
he was graduated in 1805. He was admitted to
the bar by the Supremo Court of Illinois at
Springfield In February, 18CG, and at once be-

gan the practice of bis profession at bis native
place. From 1809 to 1873, when he came to
this city, bo was a member of the Illinois Legis-

lature. Since coming to Washington ho has
been actively engaged in his profession until
called upon to assume the duties of postmaster
of the city. While holding that office his en-

ergy and capacity were manifested in many
ways to the convenience and benefit of the citi-
zens of the District. He increased the number
of branch post office stations from six to twelve,
and he was very active In advocating the con-
struction ofji proper post office building for the
accommodation of our people. This project
has now assumed dollnlto 6hape, and the Dis-

trict will before long have adequate postal ac-

commodations.
In October last Commissioner Ross was ap-

pointed In recognition of his Intimate knowl-
edge of local affairs and of bis ability to per-
form the duties of the office to the satisfaction
of our citizens.

Commissioner Ross's professional standing
at this bar may be inferred from ttio fact that
bo was from 1883 until 1888 lecturer In the
Law School of the University of Georgetown.
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Assistant Postmaster Merrill.
Capt. S. II. Merrill has over since the close of

tbo war been associated with the city post
ofllco, and is a native of tbo "Pine Tree State."
When the war broke out ho enlisted in Maine's
First Regiment at Portland for a three months'
term, that came to the defense of this city.
At the end of that time he returned to Maine,
was commissioned secoud lieutenant, and en-

listed in the Eleventh Maine Volunteers for
tbreo months. When but nineteen years of
age, for gallant service, be was promoted to the
captalrcy of his company. Capt. Merrill was
engaged in many of the principal battles and
skirmishes of the war. At its close he was given
a clerkship In the post office, where lie has since
fulfilled the duties in the different grades in
this important department.

For somo years past Capt. Merrill has been
engaged lu the real estate business, and at the
present time is the senior member of the firm
of Morrill it Terry. Ho Is al6o a member of
Reynolds Post, G. A. R., the Soldiers' Alliance,
and is a prominont Ma6on, being a member of
Columbia Commandery, Knights Templar, and
Loyal Legion.
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JOHN WATKINSON DOUGLASS,

President of Hoard of CommieHionore of
tho District of Columbia.

Each of tbo three Commissioners who preside
over tho destinies of tho District of Columbia
bns brought to hiB office tho essential and valua-
ble qualifications of ripened experience and ad-

ministrative ability. Without detracting from
tho good fame of tho gentlemen who have held
these Important offices sinco the present form of
government has prevailed, it may safely bo as"
sorted that no preceding board has surpassed
thctn in these respects.

First of tho three, in priority of appointment
as President of tbo board, is John Watklnson
Douglass, who has been Identified with District
affairs sinco 1809. Commissioner Douglass was
born in Philadelphia October 23, 1827. At ten
years of ago ho removed to Erie, fa., and was
educated at Erie Acndemy. On tho comple-
tion of bis academic course ho began tbo study
of law in tho ofllco of Hon. James Thompson,
Chief Justice of the Supremo Court of Penn-
sylvania, and was admitted to tho bar at Erio
in 1850.

Mr. Douglass soon became active in local and
national political affairs and in September,
1802, ho wa3 appointed by President Lincoln
Collector of Internal Revenue for tho Nine-
teenth District of Pennsylvania. His energy
and efficiency in this office was recognized by
the people of tho district and by his official
superiors at Washington, and in April, 1809, ho
was called to tho Capital to assume the duties
of First Deputy Commissioner of Internal Rev-
enue Two years later he became Commissioner,
and remained in charge of that bureau nearly
four years. While Commissioner of Internal
Revenuo Mr. Douglass in many ways increased
tho efficiency and lessened the cost of this Im-

portant branch of the Federal service. Tho
most Important charge due to his recommenda-
tion was the abolition of tbo entire force of
assessors and assistant assessors throughout the
country, and the establishment of tbo assess-
ment division at Washington, which, by means
of returns furnished by tho collectors, performs
tbo same service at a saying to the country of
$1,000,000 per annum. This system still pre-
vails In the Treasury Department.
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JOSEPH PARRIS,

Chief Engineer of tlie Firo Department,
Frobablyno better District ex-

ists iu Washington than Chief Engineer Joseph
who has been associated with tho fire de-

partment from tbo time he was fifteen years of
ago. Chief Parris is a natlvo of this city, and
first saw tho light of day in 1830, but does not
look a day older than Ills education was
obtained in tho District public schools. After
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PIIESIDEKT J. W. DOUGLASS. .

When Mr. Douglass retired from the Internal
Revenue Bureau, at the same time that George
H. Williams, Attorney General under Presi-
dent Grant, resigued, he took offices with that
gentleman and resumed the practice of bis pro-
fession, which he successfully conducted until
appointed to his present office, May 21, 1889.

west fhont or ran oapitol.

leaving school ho applied himself to various
pursuits where bo could make an dol-
lar, and later learned tho trade of a plasterer.
In 1805 ho was enrolled as a regular member of
tbo department which ho now so ably beads,
and in which bo has served In every capacity,
rising from tho lowest round of tho "aerial"
ladder.

April 30, 1880, ho flr6t entered upon his duties
of Chief Engineer, succeeding Martin Cronln,
who wa6 on account of It Is
well known tbas although It is small for tho
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MATTHEW TRIMBLE,
Assessor of tlio District of Columbia.

No more popular or efficient officer holds au-

thority under tbo present government than
Matthew Trimble, who for twenty-fiv- e years
has been resident of Washington and Is per-
sonally to and esteemed by largo pro-
portion of tho resident population. Ho was
born In Ohio about fifty years ago, and finished
his classical education at Kenyon College, In
that State, wherohls father was prominent pro-
fessor, and where bo was graduated in 1800.
After bis graduation Mr. Trimble took charge
of tho preparatory department of college at
La Grange, Ky., where ho remained until 1805,
when ho camo to Washington and began the
study of law at Columbia Collego Law School.

his graduation in 1807 bo at onco began
tho practice of bis profession In this city and
continued at this bar until hIS selection as as-

sessor, March 1G, 1890.
During tho last two years of the cxistenco of

the District Legislature Mr. Trimble was an
active member of the body from tho district In
which he still resides.

For many years Mr. Trimble has taken an
active part In Masonic affairs, and has filled all
tho prominent chairs in that order. Ho is Past
Master of Pentalpba Lodge No. 23, Past High
Priest of Washington R. A. Chapter No. 2, Past
Commander of Columbia Commandery No. 2,
and Past Grand High Priest of this District.

When Mr. Trimble assumed charge of tho as-

sessor's office he brought to the performance of
hie duties an intimate knowledge of tho

affairs of tho District and disposition to
perform thoroughly the duties of the position In
spite of tho limited clerical force at his com-
mand.

Postmaster Sherwood.
Postmaster Henry Sherwood, who ha6 since

October 1, 1890, presided over tbo Washington
post office, is probably one of tho city's best

residents and most faithful public
servants. Born in Avon, Livingston County,
N. Y., February 2, 1844, he has since bo be-
came of ago devoted his life to the Govern-
ment. "When the war broke out he was one of
tho first to enlist in the ranks, joining tbo

territory it has to cover, it is considered one of
most efficient departments lu tho Union. Tho
recent improvements whch have been added
by tho suggestion of Chief Parris have strength-
ened tho department, and enabled him, with
his one hundred and thirty men, to subdue

any conflagration. Somo additions are,
however, still wanting, which will doubtless bo
granted in duo time. In tho mean time Chlof
Parris will continue to suggest Improvements
which are actually to insure tbo com-
plete safety of tho public.
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ENGINEEH COMMISSIONEIl nOBEHT.

Fourth Michigan Cavalry. At Lattimor's
Mills, Ga., in 1804, he was seriously wounded
and was rendered unfit for duty. In 1805 Copt.
Sherwood was appointed clerk in tho War De-
partment, and sinco that time he has been en-
gaged In the service of "Uncle Sam." August
1, 1883, bo was appointed assistant postmaster,
which position he vacated last year, only to as-

sume the important duties of postmaster. Tho
clock-lik- e regularity with whicb. mails are de-
livered is in perfect keeping witlnihe workings
of tho city post office department.ffhat Capt.
Sherwood understands the duties ofls office
has been duly illustrated by the commendation
of the public.

LIEUT. COL. HENRY M. ROBERT,
Engineer Commissioner of tho District of

Columbia.
Perhaps no member of the Corps of Engineers

could have been selected whose practical expe-
rience better fitted him for tbo duties of tho
office than Lieut. Col. Robert, Engineer Com-
missioner of tho District. Since his graduation
from West Point In 1S57 his career has been dis-
tinguished by arduous and responsible duty
capably performed.

Col. Robert was born in Robertville, Beaufort
District, South Carolina, iu 1837. He entered
West Point In 1853 and was graduated in 1857,
ranking fourth in bis class. As brevet second
lieutenant be was assigned to the Corps of En-
gineers and detailed to duty at tho Military
Acbdi'tny as assistant professor of natural
philosophy and astronomy. In 1858 ho joined
Gen. Harney in exploring Oregon and Washing-
ton Territory, and during the dispute with Great
Britain in regard to the boundary question was
in charge of tho defenses of San Juan Island.
At tbo outbreak of the War of tho Rebellion ho
joined what became afterward tho Ann of tbo

MAJ. W. G. MOOHE.
Sen twenty first jmge.

Potomac and was in charge of tho fortifications
about Washington. Whilo so engaged his
health broke down. At tho close of tho war ho
was again assigned to duty at West Point, act-
ing as treasurer of tho Acadctnj' and as Instruc-
tor In tbo department of practical military
engineering.

Upon his promotion to a majority Col. Robert
went to tho Pacific Coast as chief euglueorof
the Military Division of the Pacific, serving on
the staffs of Gens. Halleck, George n. Thomas,
and Sehofiold uutil 1871, when bo assumed
charge of tho Thirteenth Light-bous-e District,
including tho coast north of California, tbo de-

fenses of tho Columbia Rivers and tho river
and harbor Improvements in Oregon aud
Washlucton Territory. Since that time ho has
been in charge of light-house- s on Lake Michi-
gan, of river and harbor improvements on Lako
Michigan north of Milwaukee, on Green Bay,
aud on Lako Superior. In 1S83 he was commis-
sioned lieutenant colonel, and assumed charge
of tho defenses on the northern frontier and of
river aud harbor Improvements at Buffalo and
north on Lake Ontario, the St. Lawrence, aud
Lako t'hamplaln. In 1885 ho was transferred to
the district including Philadelphia. In Feb-
ruary, 1890, be was appointed Engineer Com-
missioner of tho District of Columbia,


