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A NOTABLE INSTITUTION.

BOMETHINO AIIOUT THE CAPITAL.
TRUST COMPANY.

It Offer Splendid Inducement to In-
vestors and Its Affairs Arc In the Hands
of Kxpcrlcncod and Successful Men
Some of tlio Loading Gentlemen in the
Enterprise,

Tho accompanying cut furnishes nu accurate
representation of tho handsome building, cor-
ner of Third Btrcot and Pennsylvania avenue
east, tho new homo of tho Capital Trust Com-
pany. It 1b hero thoy have removed from their
former and temporary quarters a fow doors
below on Pennsylvania avenue, and are now
well established in large, roomy offices, both
public and privates which are fitted up with tho
latest and best of modern bank furniture. Tho
doors and windows aro furnished with heavy
irons, which impress one immediately with
tkcir'strcngth and tho security of tho valuable
contents within. In tho largest office, whero
most of tho business Will bo transacted, a mas-

sive and imposing counter of carved wood; sur-

mounted by a bonutlful brass screen, incloses
the busy officers and clerks. Tho walls aro
wainscoatcd, while tho celling is composed of
iron artistically painted and gilded. In tho
other room tho furnishing has boon carried on
throughout with regard to comfort and beauty.
Especially in tho directors' room 1b this Idea
carried out, and it is a model of tho conven-
tional banking house of tho present day.

The Capital Trust Company, incorporated
September 27, 1890. with an authorized capital
of $1,000,000, divided into 100,000 shares at $10
each, is already a well-establish- and success-
ful concern. Tho charter permits them to en-

cage in all lines of business usually pursued by
companies of this class, namely: To buy, ecll,
or otherwise negotiate notes or other obliga-
tions, secured by real estate or other good so
curlty; to receive money on deposit and allow
interest thereon at Buch rates as may bo deter-
mined; to buy and sell real estate, to mort-
gage, lease, improve, and in any otherwise deal
with the same. From the, scope of these opera-
tions it requires no argument to convinco care-

ful investors of the desirability of their stock.
Tho field occupied by them Is a growing and
prosperous one, and' offers special facilities for
successful negotiation in any of tho lines in
which they aro authorized to transact business.
In real estate notes and other securities they
are now prepared to buy notes secured by first
mortgages or other good secured paper. With
tho current receipt of money paid in by
monthly installments of tho stockholders tho
board of directors are at all times prepared" to
take advantage of tho active call for capital,
particularly in the section of vthe city where
their office is located, and thus avail themselves
of good opportunities to enhance the business
and profits of tho company. They can also aid
parties who conduct large building operations
by placing them in the position to realize on
their investments in a manner mutually advan-
tageous to themselves and to the company.

Tho board Qf directors pledge their personal
examination of all securities offered for loans,
thu6 insuring the absolute safety of all invest-
ments made.

The company will receive money upon deposit
payable by check on demand. Interest will
also bo allowed on samo at such rates as may be
agreed upon.

This feature of their business occupies a field
entirely distinct from tho national or savings
banks. They will not receive active business
accounts. In most cities there is a great deal
of money 60 conditioned as to preclude the
holders of it from getting it into active opera-
tion. The facilities offered by such companies
as tho Capital Trust Company secure a means
by which this money may be made profitable
to its holders by enabling them to deposit tho
same with these companies and to receive a
fixed rate of interest on the same, yet permitting
to them tho control of It by allowing its with-
drawal at any time. Tho Capital Trust Com-
pany encourage parties desiring to save a
small amount from their current receipts by re-

ceiving any amount that may be deposited in
currentaccount and allowing an average in-

terest thorcon. Tho buying and selling of real
estate; to mortgage, lease, or improve property
is a branch of their business possessing many
advantages that may profitably engage their
attention.

In tho active real estate transactions, incident
to tho rapid growth of tho city, and especially
the eastern section, opportunities often arise for
profitable purchase of improved or unimproved
property, and tho Improvement of tho latter
claBS-b- y tho erection thereon of houses that can
bo profitably disposed of, and makes a field for
an investment of a portion of the capital of tho
company that commends itself to tho attention
of tho board of directors and will receive their
most earnest consideration.

Thoy aro also prepared to attend to the
management of tho properties of non-residen- ts,

or those so situated as to prevent them giving
their personal attentidn to tho numerous de-

tails incident to its care and management.
With tho assistance of a corps of competent

assistants they aro enabled to successfully con-

duct all business of this character intrusted to
them.

These general suggestions are but outlines of
the many ways in which the business of tho
company can bo successfully conducted. With
a board of directors composed of men of known
business integrity and ability, with a field of
operation unlimited in its extent, and with the
promiso of a personal attention to all matters
committed to their management, they conf-
idently expect generous patronage and support,

Any information will be cheerfully furnished
and subscriptions for stock received by the off-

icers of tho company or any member of the board
of directors. Tho following hoard of directors
is in itself a guarantee of the Integrity and
financial standing of the now company. They
are all well-know- n capitalists, who have for a
number of years been identified with the com-

mercial and other intorests of tho District and
country at large: James L. Barbour, Johu n.
Buschor, John Cammack, William D, Camp-

bell, Albert Carry, Aaron S. Caywood, Charles
Christlanl, Allen O. Clark, Appleton P. Clark,
Jr., William H. Crosby, James Fra6er, Andrew
Frey, WJlllam A., Gordon, Edwaid B, Hughes,
Thomas J. King, Henry A. Linger, A. M.
McLachlen, John McGregor, T. E. Roessle,
John II. Rotbert, nenry K. Simpson, John G.
Slater, and Asa Whitehead.

V A

THE SUNDAY HERALD, SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 1891.

rfifi rhim itwiwi

j,"V

i&

At

'J

' " ' 'Ill III! III, ,,
L --g ---" -..

- v , v

;1 ,

.v.

t,.

Conspicuous among those clever men whoso
enterprise and tireless efforts have been instru-
mental in placing tho commercial, real estate,
and financial interests of tho District upon
their present prosperous and substantial basis
stands Mr. John G, Slater, tho President of tho
Capital Trust Company, of East Washington.
The career of Mr. Slater has been one marked by
indefatigable energy and a fixed detetermlnation
tosucceed, and these efforts have been crowned
with a success such as seldom rewards tho enter-
prise of any man.

It is not easy to over-estima- te the iniluenco
for good that may be exercised by men of this
6tamp, Without their energy, their shrewdness,
and their genius for organizing many largo
cities which originally possessed few if any
natural advantages would still be straggling,
struggling, poor, and unattractive villages.
The ordinary man Is so much taken up with
and engrossed in his own Immediate private
affairs and so jealous of giving either his time

CAPITAL TRUST COMPANY BUILDING.
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MR. JOHN G. SLATER.

or his money to projects or enterprises that do
not at tho first glance show clear and unmlstak-abl- o

Indications of becoming promptly profita-
ble that he contributes nothing to the general
good of tho community in which he resides.
Tho typo of men who aro largo minded enough
to see wherein the promotion of the general
good will in the end redound to their private
benefit are those who aro of tho greatest value
to a community. And to this type Mr. Slater
emphatically belongs.

Mr. Slater was born In Now Kent County,
Va.,in Juno, 1840, When an infant of some
twelve months his parents removed with him to
Richmond, in which city he passed the usual
uneventful period of childhood until the age of
fifteen. At this time tho alarms and excite-
ments of tho Civil War were agitating the land,
and, filled with boyish visions of tho warlike
glory and heroic deeds, young John determined
to enter the service of the Confederate army.
To this project he found his parents strenuously

opposed, both on account of his youth and their
desire that ho should complete-hi- s education.
For some tlmo he submitted to tho objections,
but did not abandon Mb dreams of gaining re-

nown on the field of battle. At last, unable to
further restrain his ambitions, ho quietly began
his preparations for leaving homo. Secretly ar-
ranging what few articles of apparel ho deemed
necessary to the slight comforts of camp life and
future campaigns, he left his father's house one
dark evening, unknown to any of his Immediate
family, and, repairing to tho headquarters of a
regiment then about to movo to tho seat of war,
enlisted, und was soon engaged in the active
servlse.

For three years ho remained with tho army,
encagluc in several conflicts and suffering
hardships and privations with a stoical endur-
ance remarkable in one so young, He was
severely wounded on several occasions, and re-
ceived much commendation fpr his courage on

tho field and the fortitude with which ho bore
the pain of his wounds.

At tho end of the three years ho found himself
again in Richmond, and immediately cast
about for some moans of employment, being
ambitious to glvo himself as thorough an educa-
tion as possible. Finding tho effects of war to
havo greatly demoralized the commercial inter-
ests of that city for the tlmo being, but deter-
mined to lcavo no stone unturned whereby ho
might accomplish his praiseworthy purposo,
Mr. Slater betook himself to tho market, whero
ho became engaged In tho business sommonly
known as huckstering, afterward extending his
occupation so as to include truck-farmin- g In a
small way. Working steadily by day, his tlmo
was devoted by night to tho pursuit of his stud-
ies, and, bclne naturally apt and studious, ho
made rapid progress. At tho completion of n
year ho had, by practicing rigid economy and
frugality, saved enough to glvo himself tbo ad-

vantage of ono year'3 tuition In tho Richmond
College, thus securing a very fair education.
At tho close of his college year ho removed to
Charlestown, whero, after a few months, ho be-

came associated with tho business enterprises
of that city by establishing an installment furni-
ture store this being tho pioneer Installment
house of tho South. As ho was endowed with
rare commercial talents, his business speedily
assumed a most prosperous condition, and ho
continued In the enjoyment of his success until
tho fall of 1871, In which year tho yollow fevor
spread death and devastation throughout that
portion of tho country. Tho population rafldly
diminished day by day by plague and flight.
Mr. Slater found It advisable to seek a now
field for his business, and thereforo repaired to
the city of Columbus, Ga., where ho was
shortly afterward settled In the samo enterprise.

When tho yellow fever had In some measure
ceased to rage and the Inhabitants of tho beau-
tiful city wore onco moro returning hsmoward,
Mr. Slater also returned to wind up his busi-
ness and 6tart for Washington, determined to
bo equally as successful thero as ho had been In
Charlestown.

He still clung to his former business, and was
so engaged when tho financial crisis that broke
over the country In 1873 swept away so many
firms forced him to assign. From that time on
he was engaged in a variety of enterprises and
speculations until tho year 1883. Mr. Slater
now embarked In the real estate business with
keen foresight, realizing the upward tendency
this market was then about to take. Nor did his
judgment prove deceptive, for a great real estate
boom did arise and prices began to ascend rap-
idly.

During this period of his career ho transacted
some of the largest real estate deals ever made
in this city. His business grew rapidly, and
was of a steady and healthful growth, so that at
the.end of 1888 ho found himself a wealthy
broker and reckoned as one of our most influen-
tial and respected citizens.

His energy, over untiring and constantly on
tho lookout for new enterprises, Induced him
to again engage in the Installment business, and
in that year (1888) Mr. Slater once more
opened an establishment of this description on
Pennsylvania avonuo east. But as his nu-
merous enterprises grew in strength and variety
Mr. Slater's capacity seemed to as readily in-

crease, and in September of the year 1889 he
brought together a number of other capitalists,
representing to them the needs In East Wash-
ington of a bank, and finally organized and es-

tablished the National Capital Bank with an
authorized capital of $100,000, of which well-know-n

and flourishing Institution he Is a di-
rector. This bank is one of the most successful
of tho national bank system.

To most men of even extraordinary business
ability and capacity these enterprises would
have been deemed sufficient to satiate tho ap-
petite of almost any ambitious financier. Not
so, however, with Mr. Slater. "The more tho
merrier," Is apparently his motto, and he cast
his keen and far-seein- g oyo about him for other
enterprises which should develop profit for tho
proprietors and improvement and good to tho
community. Recognizing the feasibility of and
the benefits that would accrue from tho , estab-
lishing of a good fire insurance company In that
section of the city, which has been the scene of
tho bulk of Mr. Slater's enterprises the eastern
portion of tho Capital ho set about completing
his arrangements for this object, and
Bhortly afterward tho People's FIro In-

surance Company was materialized and com-
fortably housed In easily accessible quar-
ters on Pennsylvania avenue southeast. In
this as in tho other enterprises his business
sense proved true and infallible, and this com-
pany, of which he is president, is now in a
highly flourishing state, with a capital of
$100,000, fully paid and Tho
suceess of this concern is equal to that of ny-ot- hcr

similar establishment ever organized In
tho District.

In August, 1890, Mr. Slater decided
to retire permanently from the Install
ment business, and accordingly disposed of It
to his employes, thus allowing him moro tlmo
and freedom to carry out tho various outer-pris- es

then actlyelyengaged in or contemplated.
In Soptembor, 1890, an idea which he had long
ontertalned formulated in a project to establish '

tho present Capital Trust Company, To do
this necessitated an enormous capital. But not
deterred by this magnitude of tho undertaking,
Mr. Slater assembled a body of our wealthiest
and most enterprising citizens and submitted
the matter to them. Thoy, readily grasping the
practlblllty of the proposed TrusfCompauy
heartily Indorsed tho proposition and pledged
him tholr staunch support. Mr. Slater lost no
time whatever In organizing. Ono mlijlou dol-
lars capital was subscribed and a charter ob-
tained. Temporary offices were secured on
Pennsylvania avenue, a short distance from tho
handsome largo building, Its present home.

A debt of gratitude 1r duo Mr, Slater from all
who appreciate tho great benefits to the city'6 wel-
fare that havo arisen from his mauy projects,
lie deserves to enjoy the largo fortune which
he haB accumulated in tho past few years us a
well-merit- ed reward of his efforts and business
sagacity.

Henry K, Simpson, tho Secretary of tho
Capital Trust Compauy and the People's Fire
Insuranco Company, has also prominently
figured in several of the enterprises of Mr.
Slater. Mr. Simpson was prior to 1890 a dis-
bursing clerk in tho United States Treasury
Department, which position he held from 1873.
Resigning in 1889, ho has since been identified
with Mr. Slater, and iq already known as ouh of
our rising and popular business men, He, like
Mr, Slater, is a quick-movin- g, energetic busi-
ness raau, with eyes ever open to all enterprises
which promise the mutual benefit of himself aua
society.
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