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SUPPLEMENT TO THE DAILY BULLETIN.
HONOLULU, II. I., SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 1883.

INTER-COLONI- NEWS.

New South "Wales.
The telegrams imnouncing the

determination of the British Govern-

ment not to accept the annexation of
Now Guinea caused excitement in
the colonies, particularly in Queens-

land and Victoria.
A man named Stephenson, for-

merly clerk in the Bank of New
South Wales at Cromwell, who has
been separated from his wife for
some time through drunkenness, way-
laid her in a street in Duncdin, New
Zealand, ou July 7. Ho seized her
by the breast, and held lighted
dynamite charge towards her head
till it exploded, blowing both their
heads completely off. The headless
bodies fell on the pavement, which
was strewed with brains and blood,
presenting a most sickening specta-
cle. The wife of Stephenson was
chief milliner at Messrs. Saunders
and M'Bcath's, and was the
daughter of Mr. Stenhouse, of
Maitland.

Our Melbourne correspondent
states: "Representations were re-

cently made to the Colonial Office
ou behalf of the Mission on the
island of Efate, New Hebrides, that
the French are purchasing large
tracts of land in Pungo Bay, but
that the natives though urged would
not sell the land to them, being
afraid of them from what they had
heard of their conduct on New Cale-

donia and on the Loyalty Islands,
&c. The French then purchased
the lands they wanted from British
subjects, and having obtained a
footing, they then compelled tho
natives to sell land to them, of in
the event of their refusal, took pos-

session. They profess to have' pur-
chased the small island of Tririki, in
Illi harbour, which was bought many
years ago by the missionaries as ft

mission station, and which was oc-

cupied as such for three or four
years. A reply has been received
from England stating that both the
Colonial and Foreign Offices concur
in the expediency of instituting an
investigation into the circumstances
complained of. The matter has
also been laid before her Majesty's
ambassador in France, with a re-

quest th.it the complaint may be
conrmuiiicated to the Fench Govern-
ment, So far as relates to the islands
of Efate and Tririki, and urging the
Government to take s"uch steps if,
upon inquiry, thq statements prove
correct, as will restrain French citi-

zens from interfering with tho pro-

perty of British eubj dn in the New
Hebrides."

QUEENSLAND.

A telegram from Maytown states
it is reported there that tho London
Geographical Society intcuds to send
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an independent expedition to New
Guinea, and Warden Hotlgkinson,
the veteran explorer, will bo asked
to assume the command.

NEW GUINEA.

Tho recent annexation of New
Guinea by the Queensland Govern-
ment, and the attention which the
proceeding has attracted in England
and Australia, make it desirable that
some information respecting the
country should be published for the
guidance of those who entertain an
idea of visiting it, and perhaps set-
tling there. Now Guinea was dis-

covered by the Portuguese in the
year 1511, according to one authori-t- ',

and according to another in 1526,
when Don Torgc do Mcneses, a Por- -'

tuguese navigator, in his passage
from Malacca to the Moluccas,
sighted the north coast of the island:
It was seen again by Alvarez de
Saavedra on a voyage, iri 1528, from
the Moluccas for New Spain, and he
is said to have followed the coast
eastwards in the following year for
more than 1500 miles. In i615 the
Dutch appear to have visited part of
the island, and to have built ft fort
in Triton's Bay; but after a few
years they abandoned it on account
of tho deadly nature of the climate.
At various times between this date
and 1770 New Guinea was sighted ;

and in 1770 Captain Cook, on his
first voyage, made the coast a little
to the northward 6f Cape Valschef ;

but he did not anchor in consequence
of tho hostility of the natives. The
south-ea- st coast of the island was
visited in 1793 by two British mer-
chant vessels, and in 1815 Captain.
Blackwood, in H. M. S. Fly, survey-
ed the south-ea- st coast within the
great bight or gulf iot 140 miles.
It was after this vessel that the Fly
River 'received its name. Captain
Blackwood's partial survey was fol-
lowed up in 1840 by Lieutenant Yule
in H. M. schooner Bramb1', aud in
1848 Captain Owen Stanley, hi H. M.
S. Rattlesnake, accompanied by
Lieutenant Yule in the Bramble, car-

ried out a further survey.
Netr Guinea is indented with

numerous gulfs and bays, contains
many rivers, Is well-woode- d, and
abounds with tropical fruits and
birds and valuable timber ; and trade
is carried on with several of the
coast tribes, tho produce being con-
veyed to Singapore and other centres
of commerce at any easy distance
from tho island. Innumerable islands
smrounded the mainland, and some
of them are of considerable size and
importance, and the population of
both tho mainland and the adjacent
islands is very large. For a long
time past advisablcness of securing
the country for 'colonisation by
Englishmen has beeu a subject of
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discussion in England and in the
Australian colonics, and that Great
Britain should annex the island has
frequently been urged. In July,
1874, Sir Henry Parkcs, with the
concurrence of his colleagues in the
New South Wales Government of
that time, wrote upon the subject a
minute, which was forwarded by the
Governor, Sir Hercules Robinson, to
the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. In that minute it was
stated that the attention of New
South Wales had on several occasions
been directed to New Guinea by
persons who had been much im-

pressed by its natural fertility and
rich resources. About seven years
before, it wes explained, an effort
had been made to form in Sydney an
association for voluntary settlement
on the eastern shore of the island,
and subsequently an expedition
that of the ill-fat- ed Maria sailed
from Sydney for New Guinea.
The interest in the country' and the
belief in its future importance had
received fresh strength from Captain
Moresby's discoveries, and from the
increasing trade of vessels from
Sydney to Torres Straits. l

"There probably is no country in
tho world," the minute went on to
say, "which offers so fair aud
certain a field to: successful coloni-
sation as this great island, as there
certainly is none so rich and- - at-- ,
tractive, and at the same time so
close to British rule." Sir Henry
Parkcs suggested at this time that,
if an objection were raised by Eng-
land to the proposal on tne ground
of expense to that country, an
Imperial charter might be granted
to an Australian company to colonise
the eastern side of New Guinea,
England having the appointment of
Governor, and having authority in
other matters deemed of first im-
portance. There would, he said, be
no cost incurred bj' England except
that arising from the protection
given by British ships of war. "Its
colonisation by a foreign power,"
tho minute urged in conclusion,
"could not fail to give rise to many
embarrassments ; its colonisation by
Great Britain would bo hailed with
universal approbation throughout
Australia." It was about the year
18G3 when a provisional company
was formed in Sydney for tho
colonisation of New Guinea, and the
project speedily came to au end, in
consequence of its being very soon
seen that the company could not
form themselves into a British
colony or exercise any jurisdiction
over one another without the sanction
of the Imperial Government. It was
shown, however, at this time that
there was a large floating population
in the colonies ready to proceed,
even at their own expense and risk,
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to colonise New Guinea. In 18G9 the
late Dr. Lang read a paper on "New
Guinea and its Capabilities for
British Colonisation'! before the
Royal Society, and some .time after-
wards another expedition was pro-
jected and ended disastrously, in coh-sequen- co

of the unseaworthiness
and wreck of the vessel in which tho
members of the expedition left
Sydney.

Captain Moresby's discoveries
further enterest in the subject

of colonizing the island, and the ex-

plorations of M. D'Albertis, letters
from the missionaries, on the south-ca- st

coast and from occasional travel-
lers there, aud the voyngo undertaken
by the Hon. William Macleay, M. L.
C, in the Chevert, assisted to keep
the matter before, the notice of the
public. In May, 1875, a "large and
nationr.l meeting" in favor of tho
annexation of the island was h6'.d in
the Sydney Exchange, and by the
principal resolution passed at) tho
meeting it was affirmed unanimously
that tho resources of New Guinea
should not remain beyond the reach
of legitimate and commercial enter-
prise, that the immediate occupation
of tho island by a civilized power
was expedient in the interests of
humanity and commerce, that Great
Britain was the nation best fitted for
the work of colonizing the island,
and that the annexation of the terri-
tory not yet occupied by a foreign
power was desirable in the interests
of the whole Empire, as well as in
those of Australia. Since that time
the subject of New Guinea .and its
resources has several times, in this
and the other colonies, and in Eng-
land, been earnestly discussed, and
annexation advocated. For a long
time past the north-we- st portion of
the island has been in the hands of
the Dutch, and when Mr. H. M.
Chester, as the representative of tho
Government of Queensland, took
formal possession of the island on
the 4th April last, he annexed only
that portion of New Guinea and tho
adjacent islands not already in the
occupation of the Dutch.

A report furnished by Captain
Moresby, R. N., of a portion of New
Guinea induced the Rev. A. W. Mur-
ray to visit Port Moresby in 1873 to
locate native teachers there, and the
Rev. W. G. Lawcs and party took up
their residence at this place, with
the view of testing its claims as a
kind of head station for the Mala3an
branch of the New Guinea mission.
Mr. Lawes carried from S3'diiey a
weatherboard house of three rooms,
and this building was erected by the
labour crew of the missionary ship
John Williams, the native teachers
and the missionaries. Tljo incident
is interesting for this little structure
was the first white man's house in
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