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PPLEMENT TO THE BULLET1
ii HONOLULU, II. I., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1883.

A Sudden Break Up of a
Game of Poker,

A MINING INCIDENT OF 1850.

There is, or was, a mining camp,
known to miners as Murderer's Bar,
on the middle branch of the Ameri-- .
can Kivcr, California.

The approach to this particular
locality, from the South, is over a
somewhat elevated undulating table
land, until within about a mile and a
half of the river, when it begins to
descend, for the first half mile grad-
ually, and then more precipitously
till the river is reached.

In August, 1850, every habitation
in the camp was constructed of
canvas, except one log hut, owned
and occupied by a Colonel Potter.

The camp was located on the
south side of the river, a little above
Murderer's 13ar,and opposite another
bar, known as Buckner's Bar.

At the date above named, a com-
pany of miners, called the Harbor
Mole Companj', had a rieh claim on
Buckner's Bar, yielding from 100
to 8300 per day ; also a river claim
lower down. This company con-
sisted of Henry Hancock, Andrew
White, Fred White, James Mac-Donal- d,

and the narrator. Henry
Hancock was a direct descendant of
John Hancock, one of the signers of
the Declaration of lndepcriden.ee,
and a graduate with, the late Judge.
Lee, of Honolulu. He was an ex-

cellent man, and greatly respected
by the company and the camp.
Besides being all workingnien them-
selves, the company employed two
wages men, at 200 a month and
board. One of these was a lands-
man and the other a sailor, the latter,
as a matter of course, being named
Jack.

The river claims, that of the Har-
bor Mole Company among the rest,
were difficult to work, because of
the water. So it was resolved to
call a meeting of all interested, to
consider what had best be done to
facilitate operations. The meeting
decided to dam the river at'a certain
point, and, then conduct the water
over the claims in a flume. Each

. company was to build a section of
flume over their respective claims,
the whole to be joined together when
completed.

In pursuance of this decision, the
Harbor Mole Company set about the
execution of their part of the work,
and told off Jack and myselfi to pro-
cure and prepare the necessary
timber, which grew in abundance up
the mountains. Armed with axes,
a cross-cu- t saw, and other necessary
fixings, we clambered up the moiin
tain side in search of a suitable
tree.

As previously intimated, from the
river the mountain rises very abrupt-
ly for the first quarter of a mile,

. then iorms a kind of sloping terrace
or bench, as the miners called it,

i, and then a second steep rise about a
i half mile from the campi On this

second rise we found1 a sugar pine
, tree, which was just the thing we

wanted.
Here I must digress a little, and

take the reader back to camp a few
minutes. Colonel Potter, before
mentioned, had ai canvas structure
adjoining his log hut, fitted up as a
bar-roo- m for the sale of liquors.
This bar-roo- m was the common re-

sort of those inclined to imbibing
and gambling. A party of British
man-of-warsm- en had a very rich
claim on Murderer's Bar, which they
worked spasmodically to get a good
stake for a spree and a game of
poker at Colonel Potter's. On the
day thati Jack and I went up the
mountain, these jolly tars were all
at the rendezvous, having a general
spree, with a game of poker in full
blast,

Well, to return again to the moun-
tain, Jack and I set vigorously to
work to fell our tree. Soon the tree
was down, and a couple of logs sawn
off, each measuring about four feet
long, and three feet in diameter.
These were intended to be split into
stanchions for supporting the flume.
At the base of, the rise on which wo
were at work, w.as a shady spot with
a cool spring of water, and as the
day was extremely hot, Jack sug-
gested, the idea of rolling the logs
down to this spot, that wo might
work in comfort. I thought there
was danger of them going further
than we wished, and getting into

' camp. But Jack said we could drive
a hard wood pin into the centre of
each end, attach a couple of bow-

lines, ho hold to one and I to the
..other, and thus ease the logs down

to the place desired. This agreed,
upon, Jack insisted that wo should

take a fid of whisky out of a bottle
he had in his possession. Whisky
went down and courage rose up.

In a few minutes every thing was
in rcaditiess, and we began to lower
the first log. All went well until
wo got about half way down, when
we became a little careless, probably
the effect of the whisky. Here one
end gained a little on the other, al-

lowing the boW-lin- e to slip from the
wooden pin in the opposite end.
Tills naturally caused the log to
wheel in the contrary direction, and
detach itself from the second line.
Being now released from all check,
it proceeded down the steep declivity
at a frightful rate, until it reached
the sloping terrace. Then it slack-
ened speed, and we had hopes that
either the sage brush or pine stumps,
or both combined, would eventually
bring it to a stand-stil- l. But w'c
were doomed to disappointment, for
it managed to break through or roll
over every impediment, until it
reached the lower brink of the ter-
race, straight above the camp. It
then suddenly disappeared from our
viow, and we saw nothing but a
cloud of dust, and heard a rumbling
sound like distant thunder.

Jack and I stood and gazed at
each other for some time in mute
dismay, ruminating on probable con-
sequences. At length I broke si-

lence by exclaiming, Thunder ! how
is this thing coming out ! I knew if
the log struck the camp both life
and property were endangered. In-
jury to property could be repaired
by money, of which we were flush ;

but lives could not be restored.
Not only so, Lynch Law was in full
force in those days, and we were in
great fear and imminent danger of
its penalty. It demanded life for
life, and made short work of satis-
fying its claims on any one who had
taken thefe of another intention-
ally or from carelessness. My first
impulse was to make tracks and
clear out to parts unknown, without
returning to camp ; but my pros-
pects of a " pile " at Murderer's Bar
changed the current of my inclina-
tions, and we finally decided to go
down and face the music.

Just as we arrived at the lower
brink of the terrace, we met a man
coming up all out of breath and
reeking with perspiration. His lirst
exclamation was, What in Halifax
are you doing up here ! I felt con-
siderably alarmed, but managed to
muster up sufficient courage to en-

quire if anybody was killed, and
experienced a sensation like one
relieved of a burden a ton weight
when assured that nobody was hurt.
That's all-righ- said I, let us sit
down and hear the whole story.
Having recovered breath and wiped
the perspiration from his face with
the sleeve of his shirt, he related
what took place after the log had
disappeared from our sight, in sub-
stance as follows :

Well, said he, some miners work-
ing on the opposite side of the river
saw the log soon after it came over
the brow of the hill, and gave the
alarm. In a few seconds the cry of
" look out " passed from end to end
of the camp and everybody was
warned of approaching danger. You
should have seep the way that log
came down ! It rolled, and, leaped,
and tossed, anil pitched! Now it
would strike a stump, then it would
turn a half dozen .summersets, next
it would make a clear jump of fifty
or sixty feet, and all this time it was
putting direct for Colonel Potter's
grog shop, Those sailor chaps were
all inside at the time pegging away
at a game of poker and betting high.
It was as much as we could do to
induce them to stop playing and
run for their lives. Just at the nick
of time their phlegmatic nerves be-

came excited by the continuous
shouting, from without, and they
made a simultaneous rush for the
door, more for the purpose of learn-
ing the cause of the uproar than
with any intention of escaping from
danger. They had barely got out-
side, when crash came the log
against the shanty, and tho wooden
frame-wor- k of tho canvas walls
snapped like matches. Tho log
camo right through where the poker
table stood and took table, seats,
bar, bottles and everything clean
before it, and smashed them into
atoms, the log ending its mad career
in tho river. Thus it was that the
game of poker suddenly broke up at
Colonol Potter's.

Having listened to the fore-goin- g

recital and being reassured by the
fact that the mischief done was not
irremediablo, I ventured down to
camp, surveyed the wreck, and re-

ported to tho company. Andrew
White was dispatched. 'to enquire the

amount of damage and sottlc the
bill. Fortunately, the Colonel's
stock of liquor was low at the time,
so that ho only asked 885 in full
satisfaction of all claims.

Shortly after this event a quarrel
arose between a lawyer from Ken-
tucky, named Beck, and an Indiana
man, by the name of Walker. The
dispute occurred about the dividing
lino between their respective claims,
and ended with a duel, in which
Beck lost his life. Colonel Potter
and one of the sailors also fought a
duel, right in front of our tent.
Neither was hurt, and I always had
my doubts about tho affair being as
genuine as Beck and Walker's.

At the approach of winter, the
camp broke up and the diggers
sought more congenial climes. The
Harbor Mole Company, too, dis-
persed, never again to resume ope-
rations. When last heard from,
Henry Hancock was land agent at
Los Angeles ; Fred White was fann-
ing in Illinois; Andrew White,
Fred's brother, was robbed and
murdered by the notorious free-
booter, Joaquin, about the latter
part of 1851; James MacDonald
disappeared, and I know not what
became of him ; Israel Fisher, who
tells the tale, knocked raround from
pillar to post, until he finally estab-
lished himself in a successful Cham-
pagne Cider business in Honolulu,
and is now living on a little farm at
Kalihi in contented retirement.

TWO PARRAMATTA, H. S. W., BOYS AT
HONOLULU.

We reached Honolulu on the third
Tuesday after we left Sydney, after
brcuking down ( not seriously )
twice. The voyage, as a whole, was
quiet and pleasant, and here we are
now in one of the prettiest littlespots
on God's earth. If the world was
only a magnified Sandwich Islands,
I should " figure " that themillenium
had drawn considerably nigh. Scep-
tics growl that the social life of tho
place is characterized by scandal and
hypocrisy. Time will prove for us
Whether there is much truth ,iu this
view or not. The weather is warm
very ; life in the shade and at ease
simply delightful. No wonder the
natives are lazy. Water and gas are
laid on the former in abundance,
and consequently glorious baths are
obtainable, and enjoyable to a degree
easier to be described than to be
imagined. Of course, there is little
" life " here ; but in the social econ-
omy, if you recognize gaiety and the
intoxicating whirl and bustle of the
city existenco as a necessity, you
must go to large cities for, it, and
put up with their ( to other people )
ever-prevale- nt curses and evils in
vaiious lines. It costs a little more

I might as well say a good deal
more to livo here than in the Aus-
tralian Colonies, but wages arc
better, so the matter balances itself
about right. ,1 do not imagine one
would, except for good reasons, do
right in remaining in Honolulu for
very long, as it's an isolated place,
and, like all isolated places, it can-
not keep up to the rest of tho world.
The town abounds with luxurious
tropical vegetation; and bananas
and other fruit of, that kind are in
abundance. Everyone has heard of
the Kanaka as an amphibious Animal

antique custom for the youngsters
to swim and paddle about a mail
steamer, eager to dive in dozeus for
small coins of the realm and I won't
dwell on that topic, except to say
that the scene I refer to is one that
would fetch a smile from the cellars
of tho veriest cynic's heart.

The place is populated chiefly by
Kanakas and Coolies. The former
arc a fine looking, peaceable race
the men especially having splendid
countenances, in the majority of
cases beaming down good-wi- ll and
honesty in such fashion that one
feels really inclined to extend his
hand to each one for a friendly grip,
just to show he can appreciate the
good thing in its rough state when
ho meets It, The children seem
never to quarrel ; and the women are
nine-tent- of their time laughing.
Tho town has narrow and not very
straight streets; and the wooden
airy houses with their verandahs,
alcoves and lattice-wor- k, stand back
in the midst of refreshing looking,
light green palms, trees and shrubs.
Of the system of irrigation, ( one of
tho most creditable things in the
place ), I may, if allowed, say a
word or two at some future time.
Parramattans and New South
Welshmen generally might, I think,
tako "a wrinkle" even from this
'toy kingdom" in this particular.

The social tone is, as I was led to
expect, modified American,
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EARTHQUAKES.

It is only recently that the phe-
nomena of earthquakes have under-
gone systematic observation. The
science of seismology is still in its
infancy'. Mr. Mallet, in an elaborate
volume, propounds the theory that
nil volcanic disturbances arc produced
by the contact of sea-wat- er with the
igneous matter of the interior of tho
earth. By tho consequent explosion
ablow of most tremendous forco is
given at the valcanlc focus, and
being transferred outwardly in all
diicctions is transmitted as an earth-
quakes shock. A more popular
doctrine is that the producing cause
is an actual pulsation of the molten
fluid matter beneath the crust of the
earth, the fiery surge occasioning
shocks and disruption- - One things is
undoubted, and that is, the close
connexion between earthquakes and
volcanic phenomena. This is" so
clcaily established that seismologists
now define an earthquake as an "un-
completed effort of nature to establish
a volcano."

It is to be noted that the terrcstial
disturbance in March, 1881, was
widespiead. In addition to the shock
at Casamicciola earthquakes Avere
experienced in Auvcrgne, in France,
in Geneva, Berne, Zuiich, and in the
Black Forest. For a period of 15
days shocks were reported, first from
one place and then another, and the
cxpeiiencc was that while the first
shock was tarely the strongest, it
was never the last. It remains to be
seen whether we shall hear of more
disturbances, but probably none will
bo so serious as that which has visit-
ed the Italian township on the Bay
of Naples.

There is a publican on the
Balonnc or is it the Barcoo ? whose
house appears to stand in the middle
of a general cemetery. Tradition says
that a sober man can count 197 graves
round his domicile. He had hocussed
that number before they cancelled his
licence. They didn't mind 100, but
when he had nearly accomplished his
second century the authorities step-
ped in, thinking he had better keep a
store instead. He is well off and
greatly respected.

Another story of this man, who is
as typical of one class of bush publi-
cans as Degree of the Southern slave-dlivc- r.

A man remonstrated with
him for charging 3s. for a drink. He
took this captious person by the two
ears, and said, "I'll show you some-
thing," as he dragged him to the
yard. There lay three men in stupor,
without hats, a Queensland Novem-
ber sun pouring its rays down up
their defenceless heads. "D'ye see
that man ; out of him ; the other,

from him. That chap has left
yet; I'll have that These
arc the men I like ; not single drink
beggars like you."

Twins were born in a remote place,
which the parson seldom visited, so
that they wore well grown and active
when ho came round. Whilst the
ceremony was being performed upon
one the other escaped from the room,
and the party subsequently gave
chase. The clergyman was the most
active, and captured the victim at the
end f the garden., Wlicn he had got
through it was found that it was the
one already baptised, and the other
little unregenerate had to bo hunted
up for tho bestowal ,of his name.
(uEqles In Australasian.)

THE EFFECT OF OPIUM SM0KINC ON

THE HEALTH.

In his report for 1882, Dr. Ayres,
Colonial Surgeon, thus refers to the
health of opium smokers admitted
to gaol :

As near as I can mako out 110
lbs. is about the average weight
among ordinary Chinese prisoners of
all classes received into gaol, if any
thing I think this average is n.thcr
above than below tho mark. Taking
picked men of tho largest size and
well developed as regards muscle, it
is rare to see the scales turned above
1J10 lbs. The opium smoker is of
all classes, tho greatest smokers arc
men who can afford tho expense, and
are generally more fat than muscu-
lar, hut I cannot find that opium
smoking causes emaciation in any
way. In judging from the reduction
in weight in this table, tho change of
diet on entering gaol must be taken
into consideration, and none of these
men were excused from the regular
dictaiy scale without good and suffi-

cient reason other than that of
opium smoking ; as a matter of fact
very few were excused at all, or had
their labor reduced, Nearly all of
them had to undergo pctml diet, that
is to say, in tho month their weights
were taken they did two spells of
live days each on riceund. water ouly

as every prisoner has to do every
month under six months' imprison-
ment. Under theso conditions it
would have been thought that all
would have lost flesh, but curiously
enough that is not so, even in tho
cases of those who it might be sup-
posed from their weight wero accus-
tomed to better food outside, so that
loss of weight cannot be put down to
deprivation of opium.

The heaviest smoker was tho
fourth on the list, his daily con-
sumption being 15 mace or 150
grains, he had been an opium
smoker for 30 years, ho comes into
gaol weighing 107 lbs., does not
loose weight at all, but in three
weeks rises to 110 lbs., at tho cud of
the fourth week weighing the same.

It appears to me that tho opium
smoker suffers much less from tho
enforced deprivation of the accus-
tomed luxury at once than the
tobacco smoker. Many of them
make no complaint at nil, there is
no particular symptom caused by the
deprivation, which is common to all.
There is certainly no loss of sleep to
any extent, for I have had many of
them specially watched. Yet ac-

cording to statements made by the
Anti-opiu- m League, they ought to
have suffered tortures, but then it is
the custom of the Anti-opiu- m

League to icpeat and believe all the
yarns they hear, and not to tako very
much trouble about verifying them.
Physicians of hospitals at home arc
easily misled by patients, where the
watching is at any rate much better
than in any hospital in China, and
yet to read the accounts by the phy-
sicians themselves of how they have
been imposed upon for a consider-
able time by patients is quite suffi-
cient to show how easily an old
opium smoker cduld bamboozle a
physician in a China hospital. In
the gaol it also can be done, but it is
not so easy where they are watched
day and night by European warders.
And this is the only gaol in China
that affords such facilities for watch-
ing such a number of opium smok-
ers. Hong Kong Daily Press.

AMERICAN MISSES.
The Princess de Scgan, a mighty

leader of French society, has put
her number lf foot down
with a thump, declaring no more
"American misses" shall enter the
sacred Parisian fold if she can keep
them out. Anyhow, they shall be
excluded from the best society of
Trouville, the wateringplace watched
over by Madame la Princasse, unless
there are good and sufficient reasons
for the contrary. No "miss" from
over the Atlantic shall step across
this ''cordon bleu" blood, so to
speak, unless she is recommended
by two ladies of undoubted rank, if
not of unimpeachable virtue. It is
hard on the Daisy Millers, but tho
line must be drawn somewhere, say
at Miss Cham.belaine, and an Ame-
rican girl who can not find "two
ladies of undoubted rank" for
vouchers doesn't deserve to take the
shine off this venerable Parisian belle
who represents French society. Ar-
gonaut.

MAN.
" Well, madam," says tho head of

the house, who has apparently got
out of tho bed on tho wrong side,
"what have you for breakfast this
morning? Boiled eggs, oh? It seems
to me that you never have anything
but boiled eggs. Boiled eggs
boilod Erebus! And what else,
madam, may I ask?" "Mutton-chop- s,

my dear," answers the wife
timidly. "Mutton-chops!- " echoes
the husband, bursting into a peal
of sardonic laughter. " Mutton-chop- s!

I could have guessed it. By
the living jingo, madam, if ever I
eat another meal inside of this houso

" And, jamming on his hat and
slamming the door, the aggrieved
man bounds down tho steps and
betakes himself to tho restaurant.
"What'll you have, Bir?" asks tho
waiter politely, handing him tho
bill of faro. " Ah," says tho guest,
having glanced over it, "let mo bco!
Bring me two boiled eggs and a
mutton-chop.- " Australian.

Detectives will rival freemasons in
alphabetical importance. As plain-
clothes sergeants of tho Criminal
Investigation Department they arc
entitled to the initials of P.C.S.C.I.D.

Tho Archbishop of Canterbury, in
view of his discovery in London of
whole families employed in making
match-boxe- s for four and i half
cents a gross, nud paid, only eight
cents for making an ulster, concludes
that the only remedy is emigration,
Argonaut,


