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THE ISSUING OF LIQUOR LICENSES ON

THE OTHER ISLANDS.

rOMMtMl ATF.tl.J

Government, by consent of the
Privy Council, litis decided lo grant
licenses to retail ipiriltioits liquors
in localities on those Islands oilier
than Honolulu. Much lias been said
and written in a desultory manner in
opposition to the policy, with but
little apology for the action, or in

vindication of those on whom the
responsibility rebts.

Those estimable, astute,, and de-

termined men have their Mipportcrs,
and a paper to champion their eauc,
so thai, if thought necessary by
them, this particular act could be
publicly defended by means always
to their hand. It h therefore to be
understood at the outset that what-

ever statements appear in this paper,
whatever arguments may be employ-
ed, or recognized authorities produc-
ed, they are not to be taken as an
intended defense of the Covern-men- t,

but as part of a calm enquiry
into the subject matter, i.e., wheth-
er the granting of these licenses is
lawful, and if lawful, expedient.
That is the question we have, to
examine ; but befoie doing so it will
be well lo take a cursory view of the
virtue of temperance, of the strict
duty of all men to practise, it, and
of the manner in which the duty is
performed by some opponents of
Goverr ncnl in this matter.

Temperance would appear to be
understood by some of those op-

posed to the issue of licenses, to bo
found only in the total prohibition
of the use of fermented liquors to
every member of every grade of
society. That, however, does not
agree with the writer's view of tem-

perance, but would ba the enforce-
ment of total abstinence on. in most
cases, unwilling recipients. It is
undoubtedly the duty of every man
to practise temperance and temper-atenes- s

in all the relations and occu-

pations of life, not only in the use of
tormented liquors and the avoidance
of gluttony in eating, but in speak-
ing or writing, in amusement, pleas-
ure, or anger. Before proceeding
further it will be well to notice ami
dispose of a fallacy too frequently
urged by certain advocates of total
prohibition, by which the virtue tem-

perance, it might be added the maj-
esty of truth itself, is insulted; this
is that the Mine mentioned in holy
writ was devoid of spirit, and con-
sequently innocent of causing in-

toxication. So far from this being
the case, it will be found, on the
contrary, that from the eailicst time
of which we have any recoid wine
was in common use and possessed
intoxicating qualities, and that it
was used when vicious designs weio
haroorcd, to carry them out. Thus
we find that 2:547 years tt. C, Noah
planted a vineyard and not only
drank of the wine but was made
drunk by it. Again we find that
Lot's two daughters made their
father drunk with wine. The evi-

dence that the wine of antiquity
possessed intoxicating qualities to
all who bel'cve in revealed religion
will be found in abundance. A study
of the book of Proverbs and other
writings of Solomon fully prove the
truth of that predicate. The Apos-
tle Paul, in the lOlli chapter oi the
cpistlcto the Uomans, says, "Lot us
walk honestly as in the day, not in
rioting and drunkenness" in the
l,st Corinthians, G'th chapter, ".Neith-
er thieves nor covetous nor drunk-
ards shall inherit the King-
dom of God;" again, Ephesians,
5th Chapter, "And be not drunk
with wine wherein is excess."

So we find by holy writ not only
that the wine of those days contain-
ed spirit, but that it was of general
use, and was furnished by the Sav-

iour, the incarnate God, to His fol-

lowers and disciples. Is any one
professing to be Christian prepared
to say that what lie did was wrong,
or could bo improved upon? I

think not. The fault, then, is not
the lawful and innocent use of wine
but over-indulgen- in it. Few or
none will be found to deny that

is an atrocious vice.
Why, then, the outcry that we

hear in these days against liquor
drinking and selling? "Why these
denunciations against those who in
these matters think for themselves
and arc content to range themselves
in the ranks of those who through-
out all ages hare thankfully accepted
and enjoyed tin bltssings bestowed
by an allwise and beneficent Creator,
seeing that they are also taught by
tho same holy writ that every man
must bear his own burden, and ac-

count for himself and all his acts?
Surely those denunciations against
men who are within the bounds of
reason and rcceired morality are un-

called for until a new code is made,
and accepted by the mass of man-

kind, as being better than that which
has universally ruled from the re-

motest time of which wo have any
account up to the present day ; but
would not those adopting such a
code of necessity be obliged to ab-

jure tho title of believer and fol-

lower of Christ, inasmuch as they
brand his acts with tho stamp of
immorality and guilt? The men
Inaking those denunciations, it ap-

pears to the writer, could with much
more reason is this respect avow
thujisclvcs devoted followers of the

fanatical impostor Mahomet than
devoid Christians.

Kvery man has certain rights, one
of which is that now under discus-
sion, of which no majority be it ever
so great can properly or lawfully
deprive him. The creed he should
profess might just as righteously be
dictated to him. But ceitain per-
sons calling themselves temperance
men have banded together pro-
fessedly for the purpose of enforcing
universal abstinence from all fer-

mented liquors. They arc in oppo-
sition to customs of the remotest
antiquity. They have no regard for
the rights of individuals. They set
themselves up as judges and dicta-
tors, and would, if they could,
coerce every one who presumes to
think for himself into their way of
thinking and acting. They would
reduce all to thorough mental sub-

mission, making men nothing more
than automatons. They would choke
down that feeling of individuality
which should actuate every member
of tlit! commonwealth, and make
men and legislatures mere material
to spread their mistaken view of re-

generating the world by riding
roughshod over it with their hobby,
careless of the evils certain to grow
out of their and despotic
measures. One of the greatest evils
would be the demoralization certain
to arise from the success of the at-

tempt to enforce their views. The
corruption thai would ensue would
be appalling. The setting at naught
of the law would find constant em-

ployment for the police, more per-
haps than Hie searching for opium.

Many of those gentlemen who arc
so enthusiastic on the subject of to-

tal abstinence are themselves most
intemperate when they give reins to
their llights of imagination. They
virtually say we are virtuous and
good who practise total abstinence

you are evil and poor lost crea-
tures who will none of it. Many
of the stories of crime and destitu-
tion one reads in the papers deotcd
to this kind of literature are so pal-

pably exaggerated that they destroy
their own evidence. They carry the
antidote to their own poison. No-

body believes them. Even' one
knows that in them the exception
is presented as tho rule, the indi-

vidual as the universal.
It is certain that drunkenness is

both sinful against our Creator and
criminal as regards ones self and
family, and frequently as regards
our neighbor. The unfortunate ad-

dicted to drunkenness of cour.se neg-

lects his business, and is on the high
ro.id to ruin. His diameter and
credit suffer; and eventually, unless
he abandon hi-- , foolish course of
prolligaoy sottishuess, failure and
destitution must be the lot of him-

self and all dependent on him, with
scarcely any hope of recovery, for
drunkenness long indulged in, be-

comes at last a terrible disease
tyrannizing with almost absolute and
invisible malevolence and force over
its unfortunate victim.

It is further true that in many
cases as a man finds himself falling
from excessive in
intoxicating drink, he will resort to
arts to sustain himself or to find
means for further indulgence which
at last plunge him deeper still into
irremediable ruin. This is all very
sad, but undeniably very true. But
how docs the trouble arise'1' From
the lawful use of fermented liquors,
or from their unlawful use? For
that they can be and have been law-

fully used from time immemorial we
have already seen. "We have
alo seen that they have been
unlawfully used with evil con-

sequences. But this circumstance
by no means authorizes one man or
any number of men to forbid the
lawful use of these liquors to every
one or any one else. The injury
comes, God's laws are broken, not
by the lawful use of those drinks,
but by their abuse. They are
abused by man's depraved tastes,
his weakness of character, and some-
times by his determined plunge into
dissoluteness. But the abuse of
which wa are speaking is a rare
matter compared with the lawful
use ; aud to put a stop to tlii3 in

order to prevent that is not only
but absurd so, at least,

it appears to the writer altogether
beyond the hounds of reason.

The sure way to stop drunken-
ness is to refine man's tastes, to
strengthen his character, movo him
by the force of good examples, turn
him from a life of carelessness, in-

dolence or profligacy to the practice
of Christian virtue. When you have
done that, be assured you have put
an end lo diunkenuess in the indi-

vidual. Perhaps, the reclaimed
drunkard may become a convert to
tins doctiineof total abstinence in
his own person. If so, so much the
batter, for the ut he prac-
tises is exemplary aud may Influence
others. But tins newly-foun- d vir-

tue by no means authorizes its for-

tunate possessor to impose it on his
neighbor any more than the inno-

cent use of wine or beer would jus-

tify the innocent user in inflicting
the custom on his unwilling neigh-

bor. One does not refuse to teach
a child to speak in order to prevent
lying, or ribald or piofaue language,
but no one can by any possibility be
unnwai e how general arc these vices ;

nor is writiug not taught in order to
prevent the commission of forgery:

but cither of these courses would be
equally as reasonable as the pieven-tio- n

of using the intellect and free-
dom of will in guiding any one in
what he should cat or drink. The
fact is enticements lo deviate from
the straight and narrow way abound
every day on every hand, drunken-
ness being one, but it is men's duty
to avoid thcin one aud all, and te
persist in pursuing the one straight
course. It is u common thing for
evil doors, when about lo suffer
punishment for their evil deeds, to
attempt to excuse themselves by
laying all the blame on drink. That
is but a lame attempt at exculpation.
They should not have taken the first
steps in vice and crime, or having
taken thcin, should have retraced
them on discovery of their down-wa- ul

course. It was not drink that
led them astray, but their own aban-
donment of judgment and reason.
Jt is lor self-hel- p and the govern-
ment of the appetites and passions
that reason is given to man. It is
for the same purposes that he is
educated. Those evil doers just
now mentioned, if they did not de-

liberately and intentionally go as-

tray, fell by for-

getting that self-contro- ll is a duty to
bo practiced by every man. Lt is
preposteious to propose the punish-
ment of the whole community for
the weaknesses or offenses of some
indiTiduals. Those who undertake
it will sooner or later discover that
they have on their hands a task
which they will never succeed in
mastering.

It has been said and repeated
hundreds of times by the advocates
of compulsory total abstinence, so
often indeed that it would be un-
charitable not to believe them sin-

cere, that those who partake of
fermented liquors, Ilawaiians in par-
ticular, destroy themselves thereby,
that this addition has caused the
rapid decrease in the population that
has been going on since the advent
of civilization to these islands; and,
therefore, that it is the duty of every
one to obstain in order that the
cursed article strong diink, liquid
damnation as it has been called by
would-b- e ultra reformers, should be
for ever banished from these so to be
blessed shores. Fallacious reason-
ing on a mistaken statement of facts.
It is not drunkenness but a totally
different vice that has reduced this
people to a mere fraction of what it
was at. the commencement of this
century. Those who have lived
among the people can lell a differ-
ent tale. Whoie drunkenness has
killed its units licentiousness has des-

troyed its hundreds or thousands. It
has been pitiable to sec healthy
young persons who should have pro-
longed their lives for decades of
yeais, fall like leaves by the wayside
and disappear from sight fiom the
unmistakable effects of this vice,
leaving none to represent or succeed
them.

Why, it was but the other day
that permission to use fermented
drinks was granted to native Ilawai-
ians. How then is it that if prohi-
bition is a blessing to be followed by
good results, these results have not
already been found here, when for
forty or fifty years, as regards na-

tives, it has had unlimited sway, but
where, as wc have seen, the popula-
tion has decreased one-ha- lf in half
a century or a little more. During a
great pait of Ibis time natives, espe-
cially in country places, have been
to a certain degree abstainers, but
still the dreadful inortalilj' went on.
It is true that now and then in
country districts numbers would join
and go through an orgie on ferment-
ed oranges or other fruitor vegetable ;

it has also been said that scenes of
the most atrocious character, so foul
as to be totally unfit for desciiption,
were enacted in Honolulu itself,
caused by the furtive illicit consump-
tion of vile compounds made and
sold by unprincipled men most of
whom weie foreigners. But these
impurities were a direct consequence
of the prohibitory law. Happily
they arc past, the remembrance of
them only remaining. The numerous
stills which were dotted over tho
country were also n consequence of
the same law, but from them, to the
benefit of public morality, we have
good reason to believe the island of
Oahu has been lately freed. How
can this bo accounted for but by the
legalizing of the sale of these liquors
on this island. Will not, therefore,
the legalizing of the sale on the
other islands have a similaily bene-
ficial effect? This question deserves
consideration. Honolulu and its
vicinity has been inoie thickly settled
than perhaps any other part of tho
islands, especially as regards foreign-
ers. Consequently there was a bet-

ter market in aud near the capital
for contraband goods than in any
other pait of the country. It did
not pay those who made a business
of illegal distillation to run the iisk
of detection and punishment when
fermented liquors could bo easily
procured. As toon, theiefore, as
the sale was legalized the surrepti-
tious manufacture and sale were
abandoned, the. uiaikct being lost.

It is only fair to infer that the
same lesult will follow tho same pro-

cedure in other places, piovidcd the
same conditions prevail. That some
of them do is notorious. Hear what
Attorney-Gener- al Armstrong said in
his report to the Legislature of

1882: "This (illicit distilling) is
carried on in many places. Holli
the Chincso and natives are engaged
in it. It is carried on in remote
places which arc difficult lo find.
The gical profits in it enable those
who carry on the business either lo
suppress all evidence, or bribe the
olllcers in the distant districts. In
some paits of the Kingdom the peo-
ple unite to oppose any prevention
of this illicit tiade. The only way
to suppiess it is by employing a
superior order of men for police
duty." With regard to illicit felling
the same gentleman said, "convic-
tions for the offense of illicit selling,
arc constantly made, but it is so
difficult to obtain evidence that the
great majority of those who are en-

gaged in the business arc not de-

tected and punished." There is
neither ambiguity nor hesitation
here. There is no mistaking what
is meant. The continuation of the
story was made to the Legislatuie
of 1881 in equally emphatic terms.
This slate of affaiis has been ad-

duced by the Government as a reason
for legalizing the issuance of licenses
to the other islauds.

But other conditions are neces-
sary to render the legalized business

not lucrative, which it can not be
with present high rates of license
and duties but simply paying for
the time and outlay incurred by the
person embarking in it. Is the popu-
lation in the country districts suffi-

ciently large to support a public
house, or if the name should be pic-ferrc- d

by some gentlemen, a rum
shop? In the opinion of the wiiter,
in most cases it is not. The pcison
taking out a license in most of the
districts in which licenses are legal-
ized would in all ptobability waste
both time and money. The people
do not require such an establishment.
They would not patronize it. They
have not the means. They arc regu-
lar hard workers at a not high rate
of wage. They have not time or
money to waste in a public house,
nor, being under eontiact, would
their employers suffer them so to
waste their time, even were they ever
so inclined. The supporters of a
public house arc generally found in
a large floating population, being
men of no fixed habits, loungers,
fond of gossip, earning easily and at
irregular intervals the money they
get, and spending it as they get it.
This is not the chat actor ot men
winking on plantations. Piovisions
of the law not easily circumvented
prevent any one fiom ruining him-

self by frequenting those houses, as
trust bills can not be collected, and
the keeper of the house is liable to a
heavy penalty should he take any-

thing but cash iu payment for his
wares. This is going about as far
in the way of protection as is com-

patible with the fieedoui of action
which is the natural and constitu-
tional right of every man. Educa-
tion and intelligence must have some
influence in directing lives and ac-

tions. Men are not to be used as
machines or treated like dumb ani-

mals, nor is their individuality to be
swamped by some few others, well-nieani-

no doubt, but who hare not
monopolized all the sense and con-

scientiousness in the world.
Would-b- e ultra reformers, who

would deprive a whole community
of what are ncccssaiies for many, in
order to put an end to

in a few, should remember
that the strongest nations from time
immemorial used fermented liquors,
and that the strongest men ami
nations of the present day do not
abstain from them. It has never
been shown that the vitality of any
people has been injured by their
lawful use. On the contrary, it has
been precisely in those countries
where they have been freely used
that the populations have most in-

creased. Wine was said to have
been made from rice by Chiug
Noung, Emperor of China, 1008
years B. C. The ait of making wine
was said to have been brought from
India to Egypt by Bacchus at a very
remote date. A colony of vine-

dressers from Ionia settled at Mar
seilles about COO years B. C, aud
taught the people of South Gaul the
art of cultivating the vine, Ale was
known as a beverage at least 100
years B. C. It is mentioned both
by Herodotus and Zenophon ; and
since those times has been in con
tinuous use by Anglo-Saxon- s, Danos,
and Germans. Pliny, the great na-

turalist who polished at Pompeii A.
D. 70, says, "All the western nations
of Europe have a liquor made of
corn and water with which they in-

toxicate themselves."
Since Eve ate tho apple there have

been in all ages of the world, crowds
of men, who, with their eyes open,
icgardless of unceasing warnings of
impending punishment for persist-
ence in their vicious courses, have
systematically abused the gifts of
their Creator. They must bear the
consequences, however bitter, of
their own acts. Society will neither
willingly submit lo vicarious aud
useless punishment on their account,
nor tolerate the resuscitation of gi-

gantic evils having their oiigin in a
prohibition that has but lately been
annulled,

Our fathers drank ale and wine in
their day; they were strong men,
aud thoso who lawfully use the same
beverages at the present time are
not behind total abstainers either in

sticngth of body or mind. If com-
pared with nations of total abstainers

Mohomolans he would bo a bold
man who would decline, that either
In mental or physical ability the fol-

lowers of the apostle of total abstin-
ence aic their equals.

The wiiter, then, has come to the
conclusion that the issuing of licenses
for the sale of fermented liquors is
a wholesome measure, and fuither,
that - if pure light wines and ales
could bo sold at a cheap rale in this
community in place of ardent sphits
they would, although at some loss
to the revenuo, prove a blessing to
the people, by forwarding the cause
which upright men have at heart
the promotion of real temperance
and morality.
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