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THE GREAT COMPETITION.

Objection had been made to
Mongolian immigration on, the
grounds of Christianity and mora-
lity. But place Chinese man ior
man against the renegades from
Christian nations, and they arc
equally desirable as inhabitants.
Their loose morals was generally
what worked against white laborers
from Christian countries. Are we
prepared to say we do not want any
more Chinamen? They produce
three-fourt- of all the wealth of
these islands. It is said that the
white men arc being driven out by
the Chinese. If he, with his Chris-
tian schooling and training, could
not compete with a heathen he de-

served to go under. It was integ-
rity, ingenuity and skill that gave
the Caucasian the advantage. If
the Chinaman could live on rice at
five cents a pound, white men could
compete with them with beef at two
and a half cents a pound.

The above lemarks made by Mr.

J. M. Horner in the Planters' meet-

ing, on Tuesday, are important, ns
conveying probably the first formal
defence of Chinese immigration
hitherto given to the public, and as
expressing opinions
in the boldest and at the same time,
most fallacious terms imaginable.
"We have no personal attack to make
upon Mr. Horner, whom we esteem
as a gentleman of intelligence and
public enterprise ; but we would not
be performing the duties of journal-
ism, if the opinions expressed by
that gentleman were allowed to
pass uncriticiscd. The objections
made to Mongolian immigration on
the grounds of Christianity and
morality, have been reiterated from
lime to time by every wiiter and
speaker on these islands who has
hitherto given any attention to the
questions affecting the future wel-

fare of the Kingdom, and these ob-

jections have never been met, but
stand to-da- y in bolder relief on the
face of our social system than ever
they did at any former period.
These objections remain unanswered
and unanswerable. That Mongolian
immigration on the one hand and
" Christianity and morality " on the
other, are two diametrically opposite
elements in society, lias long since
ceased to be a matter of opinion and
become a matter of fact. " Chris-

tianity and morality " have been
demonstrated by experience to be
the greatest factors in the best
development of enlightened civiliza-

tion, and Mongolianism has been
proven with no less force and clear-

ness to be the destruction of every-

thing better than Mongolianism itself.
With reference to the second sen-

tence in the above quotation, no
comparison is neetled between the
Chinese and the renegades from
Christian nations. The ruinous re-

sults of the large immigrations of
Chinese in the past ate not claimed
to have fallen upon renegades, but
on the respectable, industrious trans
plants from Christian nations. The
condition of the white mechanics of
Honolulu in the face of Chinese
competition, was ably stated by a
respectable mechanic speaking for a
respectable class of citizens, through
the columns of this paper on the
2nd of this month. The " Christian
.schooling and training" of the
mechanic-le- erred to and hundreds
of others with him, are the very
qualifications that render thorn in- -,

caple of competing with the
"heathen." As to whether that,
feat is possible or not, the "if" is
wholly superfluous. There is no

"if" in the business at all. The
workmen of " Christian schooling
and training" never did, and never
will compete with the "heathen."
Hence, accoiding to the doctrine
enunciated by Mr. Horner, they
deserve to go under. They deserve

' nothing of the kind. When they go
' under, they sink with them every

i nation and every institution consti-

tuting what is known as modern
civilization. Perhaps the advocates
of Mongolianism can show, when
the mechanics, whose " Christian
schooling and training" inculcate
such extravagant habits of living
that they cannot and will not sub-

sist on lico at five cents n pound, do
go under, where the sugar markets
of the world will be found. It is
practically a most essential thing to
the Planters thomselvcs to consider
the sanation from a purely business
point of view. If the mechanics of
Christian nations deserve to be
superseded, and if they meet their

k descits and are forced to go under
by cheap labof supported by rice,
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tho Planters will have a bigg'cr pro-

blem to face than has yet confronted
them. Tlnow the flour, beef and
sugar eating mechanics and laborers
of the great manufacturing and in- - j

dustrial centers of America out of
employment, and 1111 their places
with rice eating Mongolians, and the
millennium period of the sugar plant-

ing industry will surely have arrived I

To say that the Chinese produce
three-fourth- s of all the wealth of
these islands, is, at least, a doubtful
compliment to pay to the Planters'
Labor and Supply Company. "When

thai portion of the wealth of the
islands produced outside of the
Planters' Company is deducted from
the remaining one-fouit- li, their shaie
as wealth prodnceis will be cut very
line. Everyone acquainted with the
trend of commercial matters in
Honolulu knows that the' Chinese
are the great absorbents of wealth

instead of being its producers.
While the Chinese quarters of the
city ai c densely crowded with teeming
masses, the habitations of those ex-

travagant mechanics, whose "Chiis-tia- n

schooling aud training" exacts
from them clean, airy, well built
and well furnished abodes, are be-

coming vacant in gicater numbers
than ever was known before in this
city. If they arc the great pro-

dnceis of wealth in these islands,
why do not evidences of the ac-

cumulation and distribution of
wealth appear in transactions in real
estate? Is it not notorious that there
arc more houses "for sale" and

'to let" in Honolulu, this day
than there were in airy three months
of its previous history? All which
means in plain terms that the class
of people whose presence makes
civilized society possible is unable
to compete for existence with the
"heathen" cheap labor which the
suicidal policy of a section of the
Planters' Company seems determined
to force upon the community.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT.

There is ample time before the
February Elections come off for the
voters to do a little sober thinking
on the situation. To think a little
and to act much may be the best
method in times of emergency, and
for persons of high intellectual cali-

bre, much thinking is not necessary ;

but for citizens of the ordinary
quality, a long process of thought is

required to yield a vigorous crop of
action. After three months' wear
of their cogitation caps, the voters
of Hawaii ought to be able to show
something respectable in the form
of a legislature next April. Some
better material than civil service
oflieials can doubtless be found to
deliberate on the ways and means
by which the problems of immigra-
tion, labor and finance arc to be
solved. It is of the first importance
to a satisfactory settlement of these
questions that the "assembled wis-

dom" of the Kingdom consist of a
body of independent men. The
utter incongruity of the same men
occupying the double position of
legislators and employees in the
civil service should be apparent to
any mind, however obtuse. Tho
civil service is separate and distinct
from the legislative body in every
civil constitution worthy of the name.
That it is otherwise in this Kingdom
is, in itself, sulllcient to account for
public affairs being in a muddle.
And reform in legislation may bo
set down as indefinitely postponed
while the legislative bodies arc con-

stituted ns they are at present. How
a radical change is possible to be
effected may be an open question,
but the indispensable necessity for
such a change is patent to every
man interested in the success of
civilization. An act of tho legis-

lature, supposing such a thing pos-

sible, under present circumstances
might or might not bo an effec-

tual remedy for the trouble com-

plained of. The act might pass
through all the stages of parlia-
mentary incubation, and come forth
a dead chicken. The independence
of Parliament Act can be passed in
electoral districts, by electors quietly
excluding all office holders from
their lists of nominees. One evil
will thus bo effectually abolished,
and with a House of Nobles and
Representatives free from the lead-

ing strings which no oillce holder
can break away from, measures of
popular reform would follow as a.

I natural sequence. What is new im--

possible might then be practicable.
The responsibility of crown minis-

ters to the representatives of the
nation would bo the next step in tho
upward movement towards a com-

plete constitutional system. While
an irresponsible ministry controls a
servile parliament, government can
be little better than an out and out
tyranny.

THE MEN FOR THE TIMES.

One of the most prominent ele-

ments in General Grant's greatness
was his capacity for going to the
heart of any matter thnt duty called
him to put right. It was so when he
was required to crush the rebellion ;

also, when the nation was to be
saved from a disastrous fiscal policy,
and on other occasions. That is the
quality that must distinguish the
man or men who will lead this Ha-

waiian nation out of the wilderness
of administrative incapacity, extra-

vagance, corruption and false pre-

tences. Before the country's credit
can be restored, it is necessary that
the reasons for shyness of capitalists
toward Hawaiian securities be under-

stood, dealt witli and lemovcd. It
will need a good Legislature better
and abler than any that has hitherto
assembled in this kingdom In ac-

curately diagnose and effectually
treat the disease of the state. In
countries possessing constitutional
systems affording the largest meas-

ure of popular privileges, it is haul
enough to dislodge rulers who have
abused their tenure by taking ever'
possible base advantage of the ruled.
This difficulty is manifold greater in

the Hawaiian Kingdom, from the
constitutional disadvantages that
hamper all progress in the promotion
of government for "the greatest good
of the greatest number" of those

governed. Therefore, the approach-
ing contest at the polls should not
be a mere struggle between the "ins"
and the "outs," nor isolated issues
between divergent fragments of pub-

lic policy. As well now as in the
hazy future may the inevitable and
vital alternative be presented to the
people for decision, whether the
present virtually irresponsible sys- -

tern of government shall be perpe-

tuated, or give way to an order of
things approaching the liberal insti-

tutions of the most advanced nations.

STOCK.

An able and elaborate report was
lead by Mr. B. F. Dillingham from
the Committee of Live Stock at the
meeting of the Planters' Labor and
Supply Company, a week ago. Some
of the statistics of the report were
collated from statistics gathered from
the Custom House records of the
past nine years and nine months.
During thai period, 33 stallions were
imported at a cost of S18C50; and
1G8 bulls, at a cost of $21900. The
prices paid for bulls varied from
$50 to $019. The invoice value of
all the live stock imported into the
kingdom during the past nine years
and nine months was $595,105.53.
Mulestothcnumberof 1797 and 1029

horses other than those above
enumerated, were imported at a
cost of $101,910. These extensive
importations of beasts of burden,
the committee believe, ought to
encourage and stimulate stock rais-

ing to an extent sufficient to meet
the demands of the home market.

An examination of the tax returns
shows tho taxable stock of horses,
cattle, mules, sheep, goats, and jack-

asses to have been, on the eight
islands of Oaliu, Kahoolawe, Maui,
Molokai, Lanai, Hawaii, Kauai, Nii-ha- u,

to have been $2,202,294; and
in 1884, $5,059,911. Last year,
the numbers were: horses, 30,140;
cattle, 117,013; mules, 2,912;
sheeps, 121,083; goats, 21,800;
jackasses, 278. Tho greatest in-

crease in numbers occurs in sheep,

of which there are 88,8G3 more than
in 1870. On Oaliu, there arc 4,597

horses, valued at 8574,025 ; 2G.841

catlio, $805,230 ; 237 mules, $29,-02- 5;

102 sheep, $153; 400 goats,
$400; 1 jackass, $500: total ani

mals, 32,178; value, $1,410,533.
The Island of Oaliu, it appears
from the above figures, owns some-

what over one-nin- th the number,
and one-fourt- the value of all the
live stock in the Kingdom. An
estimate is given of the annual con-

sumption of beef and mutton on
the four principal islands, Hawaii,
Maui, Oaliu and Kauai. On Oaliu,
the beef and veal amount to 0,500

carcases ; mutton, 8,500 j tho other
tin co islands together take 9,500
carcases of beef and 3,200 of
mutton.

CONSTITUTIONAL.

An item appears in an exchange
intimating that the French Minister
of the Interior "has instructed nil

public officials who are candidates
for election lo the Chamber of Depu-

ties to resign their posts at once."
No servants of the state, assuming
the Minister's orders lo be obeyed,
will be permitted to have a hand in

shaping the laws of the country.
France, by this Hat of the Minister,
will be practically under the opera-

tion of an "Independence (if Parlia-

ment" act. There is perhaps no
nation which lias taken bigger strides
in popularizing her constitution
during the past fifteen years than
France has done. The French Min-

ister evidently means to stand or fall
on the merits of his measures and
not on the number or mercenary
votes of government employees he
can command in tho Chamber of
Deputies. By adopting this policy,
France will be in line with the ad-

vanced constitutions of Gient Britain
anil the United States. In these
countries, public servants acting in

the capacity of legislators is an im-

possibility. And it would be a cu-lio-

comment on their boasted free
institutions if it were otherwise.
Measures of legislation carried by
the votes of persons dependant in
any way upon the good graces of
the administration, aro not of a
character to commaud the respect of
the people. Laws so enacted can
only be regarded as schemes foisted
upon the nation by the operation of
a mild system of bribery. It would
be inconsistent with the principles of
human nature to expect a man hold-

ing office under the government to
vote in parliaracnt'otherwise than in

the interests of his employers.
The Hawaiian Kingdom is sup-

posed to bo under a free legislature.
The fact is that the free lcgislatuic
is but a myth. The legislative body
itself is, of couise, an entity, but its
independence is a nonentity. Per-

sons holding office under govern-

ment, form a large pait of the mem-

bership of both houses. Govern-

ment measures pass the legislature,
and that is as likel to mean that
they aie acceptable to members act-

ing under explicit orders which
they dare not disobey, as that they
aie the fruits of the united wisdom
of the representatives of the people.
Legislation, under such circumstan-
ces, is no better than a burlesque
and a farce. One of the most con-

spicuous defects in the constitution
of the Kingdom is tho composition
of its legislature. And no improve-

ment in the administration of its af-fai- is

need be expected until the
employees of Ministers are weeded
out of both the House of Nobles
and the House of Representatives.
This reform can be consummated in
a most summary and satisfactory
manner by the electors themselves.

In nominating candidates for next
legislature, all the constituencies
should adopt the French Minister's
method. Let every office holder
offering his patriotic services at a
good salary be given to understand
that henceforth machine legislation
cannot be tolerated; and that the
country's representatives must vole
standing in their own shoes", and not
in those supplied by Cabinet Minis-

ters.

THE AUSTRALASIAN MAILS.

Yesterday we made a brief state-

ment of the intelligence that tho
Oceanic Steamship Company was
going to perform the Australian
mail service between Honolulu and
San Francisco under the now ar
rangement effected by the Union
Steamship Company and an agent
of the company above-name- d. By
this arrangement Honolulu will bo
the terminus of the Australian
steamers, a transfer being made here
to the Oceanic steamers, Various
advantages are anticipated from the
change. Additional labor will be
required on the wharves. Tourist
travel to and upon this group will

doubtless receive an impetus. The
trips connecting with tho southern
line, between hero and the Coast,
will be reduced by the Oceanic Com-

pany to Bix days. On the other
hand the anticipations regarding the
benefits of a competing line, in the

event ofthc Union Company steam-

ships going right through from the
Colonics to San Francisco, arc dis-

appointed. This, however, may not
bo a disadvantage in the long inn.
Competition may be the death of
profits as well as the life of trade,
and an unprofitable enterpiiso is not
going to be a lasting one. The time
will doubtless come, notwithstand-
ing, when monopoly in steam com-

munication with the outside world
will not be a necessity. While few
will regret the depaiture of the Pa-

cific Mail Company from the service,
there can be only one opinion ex-

pressed lespccling its agency hcie.
The disposition of Messrs. II. Ilnck-fcl- d

& Company to oblige the public
to the utmost has been in marked
contrast to the nanow and selfish
policy usually puisued by tho steam-

ship company.

THE QUESTION OF THE DAY.

Mr. Horner's colleagues generally
regard that gentleman's remarks on
the Chinese question as having been

and uttered without due
consideration. Several of tlicm in
open session disclaimed the favoring
of Chinese immigration. At the
same time, it is not Chinese on the
plantations that troubles the coun-

try. They would lie all right if
confined to the purposes for which

they arc admitted to the country.
The evil comes in where coolie

laborers that have completed their
contracts are allowed to compete, in

the independent trade and industry
of the country, with people who,
unlike them, live the lives, support
the institutions, bear the burdens
and stand for the defense of the
civilized society that constitutes the
nation. That is the difficulty that
is to be overcome in this kingdom,
and perhaps the problem cannot be
solved in any way short of eradicat-
ing the whole contract labor system,
and admitting free labor only of
such nationalities as would be ac-

ceptable for population and prob-

able candidates for citizenship.

A PROFESSIONAL VINDICATION AND

A NATIONAL SERVICE.

Dr. Geo. L. Fitch, of Honolulu,
has contributed an article of nine
teen pages to the Pacific Medical
and Surgical Journal and Western
Lancet (official organ of the Cali-

fornia State Medical Society), on
the subject of "Leprosy." The
treatise is in reply to a paper on

"Hawaiian Leprosy," by Dr. A.
W. Saxe, in which " the plrysicians
of the Hawaiian Islands, long resi-

dent and of first-cla- ss abilities and
attainments," are represented as
being "nearly unanimous" in the
opinion that " leprosy is a distinct
and separate entity; ; that it
is contagious ; that the mode of
contagion is peculiar and unlike that
of any other of the contagious dis-

eases."
A general newspaper is not the

place to follow or lead a discussion
of the nature of that one entered
upon by Dr. Fitch. Still, it is in
place here, and no more than an act
of justice toward that gentleman,
to tell of what lie has done in this
contribution to medical literature.
Justice toward him, we say, because
few men have been subjected lo
more obloquy and injury on account
of independent opinions than Dr.
Filch has suffered for his theories
regarding the curse of leprosy, that
forms such a hideous blotch on
the reputation of these .islands.
Moreover, it is an act of justice to
this nation to set forth the grounds
upon which Dr. Fitch holds leprosy
lo be not contagious, for an incal-

culable amount of injury has un-

doubtedly accrued to the islands
from the use that has been made,
for particular and not praiseworthy
purposes, both here and abroad, of
the worldwide, popular notion held
as infallible doctrine most strongly
by pcoplo least in a position to
know anything about the matter
that leprosy is about the most con-

tagious disease to which human llcsh
has ever fallen heir.

Regarding tho unanimity of medi-
cal opinion hero as to the conta-

giousness of the disease, Dr. Fitch
quotes from the Philadelphia Medi-
cal Jiulletin a report of a case
of leprosy in that city by one
Dr. Shoemaker, as follows: "Tho
patient was sent from Honolulu to

Professor Gross, by Drs, Hagen and
Trousseau, gentlemen who are well

known on tho Sandwich Islands as
expert practitioners of medicine.
The letter of introduction and tho
description of the patient's condition
slated that they believed tho case in
question to be one of leprosy; and,
as they regarded it
they had advised n trip to the States
for a change and benefit to his
general health, and wished him at
the same time to have the best
medical advice that this country
could give."

The bulk of Dr. Fitch's treatise
consists of citations of cases of the
most intimate and persistent contact
with lepers in domestic lift; of
different grades, in lawful and un-

lawful relations, in medical prac-
tice all without any result to prove
the disease contagious. There aie
several cases of inoculation with the
leprosy virus, including three Hono-

lulu doctors, one of them the author,
these by accident, and the case of
Keanu the murderer, reprieved from
the gallows to be inoculated with
leprosy in the interest of science
and humanity; but it has so far
proved that the disease is not com-

municable even by inoculation. Out
of twenty-si- x children, born in the
leper settlement of Kalawao, all of
leprous parents, one or both, and
never out of leprous society in their
lives, only two were lepers. The
case of a leper employed as awa-chew- er

for a certain prince for years
while a leper, without conferring the
disease upon those who drank the
liquor manufactured in his mouth,
is attested to under affidavit before
a notary public. Mention is made
in the article of an investigation
conducted a few years ago by the
Royal College of Physicians, of
England, at the request of the Sec-

retary of State for the Colonies,
into the nature of leprosy. The
Royal College made painstaking
researches in every country where
the disease was known to exist, and
the report of its committee employed
in the work stated that they
were of the opinion that tho
weight and value of the evidence
obtained " was very greatly in favor
of the of lop-rosy- ."

In consequence of this re-

port, the Duke of Newcastle, Colo-

nial Secretary, forthwith issued a
circular to the Governors of the
Colonies, expressing his opinion

"that any laws affecting the per-

sonal liberty of lepers ought to be
repealed; and that, in the mean-

time, if they shall not be repealed,
any action of the executive govern-

ment in enforcement of them, which
is merely authorized and not en-

joined by the law, ought to cease."
It is unnecessary to restate Dr.

Fitch's propositions or recapitulate
his evidence. Suffice it to say he
has made out what appears to be a
very strong position, to say the
least, and we sincerely hope that
his elaborate and able paper may
give him a distinction in the world
of medical science, which will prove
a satisfactory reward and reparation
for all the injustice and injury lie
has suffered for his independent
opinions.

RESURCAM.

Unsettled political questions are
fatal to the peace of nations. Such
questions may be ruthlessly stifled,
and sorrowing companies of mourn-

ing reformers may follow them to
their burial. The rites of sepulluro
may be performed with stately cere-

monial by placemen and their reti
nucs of well fixed official dignitaries,
who inarch home again delighted
that the clamor of agitation lies
silent under the sod of oblivion.
But all such questions arc buried
only to rise again. Reform writes
"resurgam" I shall riso again
on tho tomb of every buried question
of popular rights. A free country
must have free institutions and a
constitutional government. If these
privileges exist only as a myth,
popular agitation will not be satis-

fied until thu myth is changed into
a reality. No matter how stren-

uously reform is opposed, it must
come about. And success is really
only n question of time and of the
force and volume of public opinion.
Opposition strengthens and consoli-

dates opposition, and " survival of
the fittest " will win the day, That
tho essential elements of constitu-
tional government are decidedly
wanting in the political structure of
this KiDgdom is scarcely a matter
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