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EDITORIAL ARTICLES.

GOVERNMENT STROKE.

An illustxation of the proverbial
"Government stroke" can be seen
any day by anyone visiting the
localities where the prisoners are
supposed to be engaged road- -'

making, etc. They move very
slowly, and take things very quietly.
In fact, a considerable portion of
their time they do not move at all :

they sit clow n or stand still. The
work naturally keeps pace with the
workmen. The laborers employed
by the Tramways Company, both in
laying the railroad aud in grading
Halckauila and Alakea streets, pie-se- nt

a striking contrast. These
men work, and keep on working,
and certainly earn their pay, what-
ever it may be. If the Government
"wards" were compelled to make
as good use of their time, the coun-
try would have better returns and
more to show for their support.

AN ANOMALY.

A rhinoccrous giving lessons in
rhetoric is a queer sight. A lands-

man teaching a seaman how to steer
a ship, or a sailor instructing a
jockej' how to ride, is not generally
considered to comport with "the fit-

ness of things." When a lawyer,
who has spent all his life either at
school or in a law office, undertakes to
lecture about raising corn and pota;
toes'farraer who has had years of
practical experience in such things,
it is an anomaly. This morning's
"Advertiser" presents this anomaly,
actually and literally. Just fancy
the "Advertiser" saying that the
Bulletin "showed a thorough lack
of knowledge of the subject," when
potatoes were under discussion, con-

sidering that the editor of the first
named sheet was brought up to the
law, and the editor of the other ' to
agriculture!

A COMPARISON.
r

A compaiison instituted between
the Tramways Company's railroad
works and most of the Government
works going on in and around the
'towu. Js not calculated to inspire a
favorable opinion of the latter. The
nrateTtutsacd-b- y the Tramways peo- -

nlo is of a durable nature, and the
ties and rails are laid in a durable
manner. The material will last, and
so will the work. The Government
seems to prefer perishablo wood to
anything else, wherever it can be
'employed ; and work is dono in many
instancesin aslovcnly,slip-sho- d man-Tie- r.

Wood is the favorite material for
curbing, where curbiug is used at
all; and, worse still, wood is used
for culverts, as on King street, 'near
the Chinese theatre, and Ilalekau-il- a

street. In a few years, at most, the
curbing wilt require renewing and
the culverts will need similar treat-

ment. Besides, theso culverts arc
utterly inadequate to carry off the
water in times of heavy rain, Wait
awhile, and this fact will be demon-

strated in Halekauila street. A man

does not require to bo a prophet nor
- .1iq son of a prophet to predict this

occurrence. Anyone who has seen

how the water accumulates in that
part of town during the rainy season

can see at a glance that those miser-

able little wooden culverts are
utterly incapable of supplying a
sufficient escape. These trurapory
gingerbread government works may
be considered in the line of economy ;

but if to, it is a falso economy. It
Ib more economical to construct
works that will endure, even though
the first cost is greater, than such
as will need renewing ia a short
hue. N

BAD GRADINC.

A correspondenl has complained of
the bad condition of some of our
streets during and after rains, caus-

ed by defective grading and lnck of
proper outlets for storm water. The
complaint is well founded. Portions
of King street recently constructed
shows a lamentable absence of intelli-

gent civil engineering. Very nice for
dry weather, but very nasty after
rain. Provision for the escape of
water seems to have been entirely
overlooked in this case, as in others.
The Government organ probably
considers this an evidence of skill
and competence on the part of Gov-

ernment officials, but the JUullktin
cites it as a proof of incompetence,
and thinks it a pity that when our
thoioughfarcs are being constructed
the plain dictates of common sense
should bo ignored.

FAST DRIVING.

Fast driving, particularly amongst
the hack fraternity, is a very favorite
pastime in Honolulu. Whcthor the
passenger be pressed for time or
not, the hack-driv- er appears to con-

sider it his especial and bounden
duty to put his horse at full speed.
Let the road be straight or crooked,
crowded or not, it is the same thing
to our average hack-drive- r. Corners
are turned at the same high speed,
and woe betide the unfortunate

(or equestrian for that mat-

ter) who happens to bo in the way.
Smash-up- s are of so frequent oc-

currence that the ordinary quill
driver will not leave his desk to look
at one. The novelty of the thing
has long Bince passed. The sur-

prising part of the business is, not
that accidents happen, but that they
do not occur more frequently.

It is an ill wind that blows no
body good. The carriage manufac-
turers (or rather repairers) drive
a roaring trade. Scarcely a day
passes but at least one badly disa-

bled vehicle is brought in for repairs.
If the evil stopped here the public
would have but little to say ; but,
since the habit of reckless fast driv-

ing endangers life and limbs of all
parties who happen to be on the
streets we have again to enter a pro-

test against the practice.

THE COMMAND OF THE VOLUN-

TEERS.

The subject indicated at tho top
of this article has been cause, first
and last, of a great amount of pub-

lic as well as private discussion, and
the fact of a "Cabinet Commission"
having been recently issued to Col.
Ashford together with the contrary
and doubtful statements appearing
thereanent in the Government organ

induces the Bulletin to briefly
review some facts in connection with
what seems to us a serious act not
only of omission, but of commission
on the part of the government in the

of a law which was
deemed of great public concern,
and called forth such an amount of
political feeling, during the session
of the Legislature, that it was
passed as a matter of urgency over
the veto of the King.

In the first place the law was in
troduced after Col. Ashford's resig-

nation from the force, to bolster up
the rump of the "Reform" party at
present in power by getting at the
head of the military establishment
some man who would be subservient
to the Government.

It was hoped that Col. Ashford's
temporary retirement had so mili-

tated against him as to insure his
failure: o'thcrwiso the "faithful"
would never have passed a Military
Act; because, as confessed by their
party organ, they, were "afraid" of
him ; for what reason no one can tell
unless that as he had pitchforked
them into office, ho might, unless
they pulled his teeth, pitchfork them
out on their continued refusal to
curry out their anti-electio- n pro-

mises. Then as soon as the law was
passed over the King's veto, and
Col. Ashford announced himself as
a candidate for the place, every one
of the "jackal" politicians went to
work to defeat him. Though the
election was by the officers of tho

Battalions, an influence was sought

to lie cast against him in advance
by an adverse pronunciaineuto of
tho men in the ranks of tho Rifles,
his old corps. Cabinet Ministers
even went to employers of young
men who were members of that
body, and induced them to "influ-
ence" their employees by threats of
dismissal. Government positions
were actually made manufactured

to throw as sops to officers who
were known to be "Ashford" men,
to try and buy them ; and every
volunteer soldier and officer in Gov-

ernment employ was plainly told by
men known to be petsonal friends of
Ministers that in voting oh the ques-

tion they would do well to remember
that the Government wanted Ash-

ford defeated. But the result was
an almost unanimous pronuncia-ment- o

in his favor, by tho men in
the ranks ; while he was elected on
first ballot by about two-thir-

majority of the olllceis, on August
20th, and so officially reported to
tho Minister of Foreign Affairs tho
next morning.

Sec. 8 of the Act says: "As soon
as may be after such namo shall be
so certified to said Minister, ho
shall, unless a majority of the Cabi-

net object to the fitness of tho per-

son so certified, present his name to
His Majesty, who shall then commis-

sion such person Colonel of the Ha-

waiian Volunteers;" and the nest
section reads "In case no 'person so
certified shall be approved and pie-sent-

to, his Majesty said Minister
shall, within two weeks after such
ceitificate shall have reached him,
notify tho senior officer, etc., etc.,"
(describing process for new elec-

tion.

Now it is a notorious fact that two
of tho Cabinet (including "said
Minister") worked the whole four
teen days allowed by law to induce
a third Minister to "object to the
fitness" of the Colonel-elec- t; and
that only on the fourteenth day did
they hand the commission to the
King, who had meantime been made
aware of the extreme desire of one
half his Cabinet that the election
should, through some hook or crook,
become aboitive. It is matter of
notoriety that one of "said Minis-

ters" stated in express terms after
the election, that "he'd be d if
he'd ever sign that commission!"

But now comes a delicate ques-

tion. The Minister of Interior (act-
ing for Minister of Foreign Affairs,
then ill) took the commibsion to tho
King. The Minister has made state-

ments to a number of people to the
effect Hint he in the name of the
Cabinet advised and requested His
Majesty to sign it. The King, on
the other hand, is credited with the
statement that the Minister not only
did not proffer any advice, but, on
being asked the desire of the Cabi-

net, distinctly refused to advise.
And tho King;, talcing feu days to
consider tho matter, returned the
instrument unsigned and on the ICth
of October, two months after tho
election, Col. Ashford is officially
notified that he is elected to tho
position. 'Meantime, however, the
disgust and dissatisfaction of the
Battalions with this official leger-

demain have resulted in their almost
entire disintegration. For weeks,
there is. but one company in either
Battalion which has had enough men
present for a squad drill ; and a
really fino force, to "protect" which
our solons so curtly snubbed the
King, is allowed to go to pieces be
cause thoy choose, under tho law,
a Colonel whom this rump Govern-
ment are "afraid" of. And now, the
"said Ministers" pretend to blame
His Majesty, and say he, not they,
broke the law 1

In the face of all the known facts
wo ask if any ouo can doubt a plan

plot, if you please on tho part
of those sworn to obey tho law, to
render the law, abortive? This act
of the Cabinet may bo regarded as
one of the most glaiing and corrupt
of any of their long list of broken
promises and political crimes of both
omission and commission. In tho
jugglery which has led up to this re-

sult Ministers appear to have prosti-

tuted their public positions to tho

settlement of n private grudgo for
political purposes. The personnel
of the actors is unimportant. It is
a matter of principle ; and one which
will be remembered till February
1890 by tho men who by their bay-

onets on June 30th and by their bal-

lots on September 12th of last year
placed theso political ts

in a position where they could be-

tray and have betrayed their politi-

cal party, to tho aggrandizement of
a political faction, and tho discredit
of Hawaiian politics.

THE PLANTERS' LABOR AND

SUPPLY CO.

The Planters' Labor and Supply
Company will hold their annual
meeting at Honolulu on Monday
next, tho 29th instant, and the city
will probably have the presence of
many planters from tho other is-

lands. This being tho season when
most of the mills are idle, it is the
most convenient for those gentlemen
absenting themselves from their
plantations. It is to bo hoped that
the meeting will be a large one, and
will have the effect of infusing new
vigor into tho association.

The planting industry is, and will
bo, the stay of the country: upon it
nine-tent- of the white population
directly or indirectly subsist. Many
industries which do not now cxtst
on tho islands are, uo doubt, possi-

ble and desirable, and will, let us
hope, in time be established and be-

come pi ofitablc; but still theie is no
probability of their being other thau
subsidiary to sugar for a long period
to come, if ever. Hence the promi-

nence of the sugar planter in our
island community, and tbo import-

ance attaching to the planters' annu
al meeting at the capital city. This
is an occasion for the interchange
of experiences, etc., relating to sh-ga- r,

by speeches and papers, which
cannot fail to be more or les3 bene-

ficial to the sugar industry. The
occasion might also be profitably
made more of a social event than
hitherto.

It has been suggested by the
press the "Gazette," we think
that the Planters' Labor and Supply
Company could be advantageously
mado more comprehensive in its
composition and its objects ; that is,.
by admitting to its membership any-

one following or interested in any
description of agricultural pursuit,
and by embracing in its papers and
discussions any subject of that par-

ticular natuie. The coming meeting
might not do amiss by considering
the suggestion. Wo have authority
for saying that some prominent
planters favor the idea.

A VERDICT QUESTIONED.

A jury's veidict is no moro above
criticism than a judge's decision.
A learned, experienced, and impar-

tial judge may sometimes err, and
an intelligent jury may also do the
same. We nre of opinion that tho vcr-dict- of

tho jury in the Coraachocasc,
tried for manslaughter in the second
degree, was an error. The accused
was acquitted. No doubt the gen-

tlemen of tho jury were conscien-

tious in their finding, and leaned,
as juries are always supposed to
lean, to the side of meroy; but was
it such as the circumstances of the
case would lead intelligent people to
expect, especially in view of the
Patten case, still fresh in many
memories? Tho personality of tho
accused should havo no considera
tion in the matter. A man is shot
aud killed, not in a heated squabble
or in self-defenc-e, but white retreat-

ing. The natuial effect of such
u verdict is to Impress not nt

people with the belief

that they may use flro-arm- s on simi-

lar occasibns with impunity, and a

considerable percentage of tho com-

munity consists of this class of per-

sons, who have deadly weapons

nmong them in too great abundance.
If! '' rs

A dispatch has been received by
the Colonial Secretary at Ottawa,
Canada, containing a draft of tho
proposed arrangement with the
Canadian Pacific Railway for service
between Vancouver or Victoria and
China and Japan. It has been re-

ferred to a of 'the
Council.

V,

W. 0. SMITH'S ARTICLE.

An article in the "Mailc Wreath"
by Hon. W. O. Smith, and repro-

duced in tho "P. C. Advertiser,"
contains some sensible thoughts in
relation to tho disease which consti-

tutes the national calamity. The
author's object is to suggest the
idea of medical conventions. He is
of opinion that if the physicians who
are and have been, within tho past
quarter of a, century, practising
their profession on these islands, luul
had an organisation by which they
were occasionally brought together,
for the interchange of opinions and
cxpeiiences iniegard to the dreadful
malady, grcalcradvances would pro
bably have been made in knowledge
and ti eat merit. No one can gainsay
this. Mr. Smith evidently docs not
endorse tho incurability dogma.
Neither do we. It is simply absurd,
ill view of the fact that tho world is
constantly discoveiing whatpicvious
ages had considered impossible, to
say that failures to discover a rem-

edy in thp past is proof that no rem
edy exists.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE STREETS.

Editok Bulletin: What- - is the
matter with the Public Works De-

partment! Have they any one in
the Roads Bureau that knows any-
thing about load-makin- g or the
grading of streets? It would seem
not, from the bhameful state the
streets of Honolulu are in during
wet weather.

An' fool can make a dry weather
road, or a dry mud grading; but
the art of constructing streets so as
to carry off the rainfall, docs not
seem to bo undcistood in the Public
Woiks Department. An hour's
shower makes the street crossings in
most places ankle-dee- p sloughs, and
the water remains on the surface
until it either evaporates or sinks
through the soil.

Is there nobody who could in-

struct the Superintendent of Public
Works that there are systems of
sewers and gutters in civilized coun-
tries that could be intioduccd into
Honolulu with advantage and render
the crossings passable in all weath-
ers. The season is now approach-
ing when the miserable road-makin- g

of Honolulu and suburbs will be
felt, and many an imprecation will
fall on tho head of the Public Woiks
botcher. T. E.

ENDORSED.

Editok Bulletin: I, with many
others, was very much pleased with
your article in Tuesday's issue on
"The Command of the Volunteers."
Every word of it is gospel truth
from beginning to end notwithstand-
ing the rigmarolo emanating from
the "potato organ" this morning.
Truth is better than fiction.

A Rifleman.

QUERY.

Editok Bulletin : I noticed in
your Monday evening paper the
following item, "A Chinaman was
fined-- $3 this morning for selling a
bottlo of Hoyt's Gorman cologne on
Sunday." Now Some unenlightened
people would like to havo the Mar-
shal rise and explain why it is a
heinous crime for a Chinaman to sell:
a bottle of cologne on Nuuanu (or
some other) street and no ctimo for
white men to sell fruit and candy
from their wide-ope- n establishments
on Hotel and Fort streets on the
same day. Justicu.

THE STREETS QUESTION.

Eihtok Bullutin: I fully ex
pected to see some defense of Hono-
lulu aticet making in the "Adver-
tiser;" but in tho absence of auy
such defense, it may now be taken
for granted that the shameful state
of the streets is indefeusiblo, and
silently we are met by the question
"What uro you going to do about
it?"

Havo the several heads of Gov-
ernment bureaus a leaso of their
sinceurrs? If so, how long ore tho3e
leases expected to run? Is there no
means of getting rid of manifest
incapacity, and a general uufituoss
for positions held by men who havo
nothing elso to recommend them
than that thoy aro in somo way con-

nected with old missionary families?
Is it necessary to wait uutil another
government holds tho reins of power,
before tho incapable incumbents of
bureaus can bo dismissed?.

It would be much better for the
country to grant these men pensions
to quit, thun to have them, retain
office ; but in either case tho rotten-
ness of our prc3out Government is
apparent. B. ti.

REPLY TO MR. GRiBBLE.

Editok Bulletin: In your issue
of the Summary of the ltith appear-
ed an article irom tho pen of Mr.
Gribblo on tho Chinese Question
and u seemed so well satisfied
with its thoughtfulness and ability
as to dismiss the subject from your
columns. May 1 suggest that con-

troversy thus far has assumed inoro
tho form of a passage at arms be-

tween individuals than a real discus-
sion and that Mr. G. has lather
opened than closed tho debate.

Considering the intense' feeling
prevailing, the articles oyer Chinese
signatuies are characterized rather
by impudence and blazon effron-
tery than good sense. The flings
at Caucasian civilization nro un-

worthy of reply. That Tom Dow,
Chun Sing, and other Celestials arc
so well satisfied with Chinese habits
and customs docs not disturb the
complacency of the enlightened
world. The self-conce- it and affect-
ed superiority of the Chinese nation
havo ever been a bar to its progress,
and have, of necessity, arrayed
other intelligent nations against it.
Mr. Tom Dow's threat as to what
China may do, in case of any

action on our part, falls
Hat, for we are led to reflect not
onlv how disastrous tho ill-wi- ll of
that country may he but also how
valueless its friendship really is. isWhite advocates of the Chinese
arc not wanting. Mr. P. C. Jones
announces his convictions in a man-
ner to challenge our respect for his
independence, but lie fails to ad-

duce reasons for their general adop-
tion. Rev. S. E. Bishop takes a
bcniim and heavenly view of the
subject adapted to review in reli-
gious journals only. And now
comes Mr. Gribblo to close tho argu-
ment. It is to be regictlod that a
pen so facile should be wielded in
support of conclusions so fallacious,

lie deplores the woeful folly of tho
Colonies and bewails the possible
consequences to tho English carry-
ing trade should wiath cause the
Celestial hair to stand on end. Was
it made a condition of commerce
with China that Australia should be
oveirun by coolies? Does Mr. G.
seriously think that China would be
so insane as to stop commerce
through British vessels? Is the ex-

port of its surplus productions of so
little consequence to China as to be
stopped in gratification of mere
pique? In any event we should
honor the British Government for
conserving the interests of its sub-
jects! rather than consulting the ad-

vantage of the Chinese. But it is not
my purpose to quarrel with Mr.
Gribblo on this point. He is an
Englishman and probably a better
judge of bound English policy than
the writer of this, 1 will, therefore,
contiue myself to a discussion of the
question from a Hawaiian stand
point.

Mr. G.'s ideas of self-defen- and
aic decidedly un-

ique. Can there bo any defence
without a degree of aggression. We
will not deny Mr. G. the rapturous
contemplation of Chinese develop-
ment of mines abandoned by white
men. He is at liberty to revel in
ecstasy on the fact that Chinamen
can flourish where while men would
starve. Carriou crows subsist on
food which nobler birds scorn, and
yet uo eulogist has ever chanted
this peculiarity in flowing verse. If
the Chinese cpnflned their pursuits
to fields which would not afford
support to whito men, there would
be no competition. But no, they
bring their shrewdness, which Mr.
G. so much admires, into competi-
tion with whito labor and white
enterprise. And' this shrewdness,
when subjected to rigid analysis.,
proves to bo not so much an intel-
lectual trait as a stern discipline
over the cravings of the stomach.
Tho Chinese are justly entitled to
tho palm for this variety of shrewd
ness, it is not wiiniu prouamnty
that whito merchants, whatever
their business capacity, will ever re-du- co

their prices to a schedule ap-

proved by Mr. Gribblo, meiely to
appease hunger with chop-stick- s.

Mr. Giibblo, not coming into coin-petiti- on

with the Chinese, is enabled
to take a lofty and complacent view
of tho subject. So a boarder at tho
Palace Hotel picks his teeth and
marvels at human muery.

Elsewhere Mr. G. asserts that the
only persons who suffer by competi-
tion with Chinese aro the retail
dealers. Treating the subject in the
friendly spii it of one who has been
the victim of extortiouato prices,
ho urges that these dealers are de-
serving of respect and confidence
in just such proportion as they re-du- co

their prices. Ills views must
cause a sympathetic throb of every
heart but ycl I must dissent from
his conclusions.

For the purposes of this com-
munication, I will divide the papu-
lation of these Island into the ful--,
lowing classes:

1. Financiers.

"V
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2. I'rofcssional men.
!). Government officers. fc

1. Stock ranchers.
o. Plantation owners and man-

agers.
G. Mci chants acting as agents

for same.
7. Chinese merchants.
8. Chinese and Japanese laborers.
9. Hawaiian and Portuguese la-

borers.
10. White unskilled laborers.
11. Skilled laborers (not Chinese).
12. General merchants.
We will say that Mr. Gribblo be-

longs to one of the first eight classes
and that he spoke his little piece for
them. I belong to one of the last
four classes and therefore will ad-

dress my nrguments to them. Tho
first bight classes may not suffer by
Chinose competition but tho last
four do. Tlio last four classes com-

prise a large majority of the voters
of this kingdom.

It needs uo nigumcnts of mine to
prove that Chinese coppetition is
disastrous to theso classes. Tho re-

duction of wages paid to Hawaiians
and Portuguese made possible by
the competition of class 8 and tho
steady exodus of Portuguese from
our short's arc sufficient refutations
of all all doubts on the subject.
Some white unskilled labor is em-

ployed on plantations. Hawaiian,
Portuguese and this unskilled labor

being steadily crowded out of tho
plantations owing to tho superior
Burowdnoss of the Chinese stomach.
Thus the opportunities for employ-
ment are lessened and the demand
increased.

Skilled labor has also to compete
with Chinese. On many plantations
carpenters aro being replaced by e
Chinese apologies. In Honolulu
every department of skilled labor
suffers directly or indirectly by this
infei ior competition.

Tho whito merchants, including
wholesale and retail dealers, suffer
by this competition. The retail
dealer gets little or no Chinese pot-lona-

He carries on a legitimate
business in accordance with princi-
ples prevailing in other civiliztd
countries. This Chinese competi-
tion is not one against whicb he can"
match bis business skill. He knows
that Chinese merchandising is ge

merely a cover for moro pio-fltab- lo

illicit and unlawfully specu-
lations. The white merchant cannc t,
as a rule, hoard money. If ue .
makes money he enlarges his busi-
ness and his receipts aro placed in
circulation resulting in general bene-
fit. He is a man of family and oc-

cupies a house of either his own or
anotliers construction. His motto is
"Livu aud let live."

Classes 9, 10, 11, 12 are the ores
most affected by Chinese ( ompeii-tio-n

and hence may view with dis-
trust all protestations emanating from
the other classes, whose anti-Chl- nt so
utterances arc for the most part poli-
tical buncombe. Hawaiian states-
manship seems narrowed down to
bolstering up the sugar industiy.
No real relief could be expected
from tho laht Legislature, competed
so largely, as it was, of plantation
men. We arc constantly warn that
we must do nothing to disturb the
profits of these institutions or else
how could we live. Hence no blow-ha-s

been struck at Chinese labor but
merely at Chinese stores.

Let me admonish you that this is
all tot. While Chinese labor prcdom- - .

inutcs it will draw its supplies fr m
Chinese sources. It has never bi ea
satisfactorily shown that plantations
could not be conducted with profit if
Chinese labor formed no factor in
their management. I suspect the
cawo stands this way; thoy can bo
run With greater profit as more (. sc

nro employed. I venture tho
assertion if tho Chinese were totally
excluded from theso Islands, no
plantation would be closed. It js
natural for plantation men to look
out for their interests and it is just
as natural for us to look out for our
own. Plantations, abstractly vjewed,
deserve no consideration whatever.
When their interests coincido with
our own, then they should command
our support. At p.rcsent thoy are
tho natural allies of the Chinese. Jf
they cannot get their quota of labor
from coolies now on the Islands,
tho icuiilil import more, thus swel-
ling the number of Chinese consum-
ers and thus stimulating the busi-
ness of Chinese firms,

It is vain to minco matters. vVo
must look the issue square in tho
face. We are on tho threshold of
an irrepressible conflict between a
superior and an inferior civiliza ion

tho former elevating aud gener
ous, tho latter degraded .uid
clannish. One or tho other."
must give way, The ques.ton
of expediency becomes tho question
of right. Tho gicatost good to the
greatest number is a sound docti me.
1'iiority of rcsideuco or priority of
wealth cuts no figure iu tho solution
of this question. The highest sti i!.

ip looks to the elovatk of
lubur. Elevation of labor uutms


