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out of any social organization, or 
any constitution, or any party, but 
out of the soul of man. Hence to 
the whole tradition of the Western 
world, liberty does not come es
sentially from improved conditions 
of living, either political or eco
nomic, but is rather the spring out 
of which better conditions must 
flow. A free spirit creates free in
stitutions; a slave spirit permits the 
creation of tyrannical ones.

Man's Dignity and Economics
Closely connected with freedom 

and human dignity is the right of 
private property. On the question 
of private properly the aforemen
tioned misconceptions of liberty 
beget two other extremes: first the 
belief that a man's right to proper
ty is absolute, and that he may do 
with it what he pleases, without 
regard for the moral law or social 
justice; and, secondly, the reac
tionary error of Communism, which 
denies all personal rights and lodg
es all property in the hands of the 
state.

Th* Christian position main
tains that th* right to property 
is personal, while th* us* of 
property is also social. Unre
strained capitalism makes its 
mistake by divorcing property 
rights from social use; Commun
ism hits wide of the mark by 
considering social use apart from 
personal rights.
Much of our economic restless

ness. however, is the festering of 
man's wounded dignity. Karl Marx 
himself was percepeive enough to 
see that “Democracy is based on 
the principle of the sovereign 
worth of the individual, which, in 
turn, is based on the dream of 
Christianity that man has an im
mortal soul.” (Marx-Engels Histori
cal-Critical Edition, Karl Marx In
stitute, Moscow’, Vol. I, No. I, P. 
590.)

Ignoring the testimony of both 
reason and revelation and believ
ing the “dream” to be only a 
dream, modern men have tended to 
concentrate almost exclusively on 
economic security and to pursue it 
at times with the fervor of relig 
ious devotion.

Often the hope is voiced that 
man will turn to the cultivation of 
the spirit after all his economic 
needs are supplied. We are re
minded of the delusion of Jean 
Jacques Rousseau that man, good 
in himself, has been corrupted on
ly by society. Marxism, changing 
the formula, gives the same false 
primacy to external circumstances 
■—man's goodness will depend upon 
the economic system under which 
he lives. Rut the exclusive depend
ence on economic security and so
cial reform to right the wrongs of 
mankind is by no means confined 
to Marxism. It affects the thought 
of great masses of men who reject 
the fundamental tenets of Marxism.

While w* hive deep sympathy 
with all people in their craving 
for economic security and while 
we acknowledge th* evils, indi
vidual and spiritual a* well as 
social, which often flourish in a 
society when many are forced to 
live in conditions of degrading 
poverty, y*t we cannot refrain 
from pointing out th* fact that 
man's goodness is from within. 
It d*p*nds upon man's personal 
convictions and upon his efforts 
aided by God's grace. Economic 
and social reform, to be effec
tive, must be preceded by per
sonal reform. Th* perfection of 
a society may not be measured 
by th* moral goodness of the 
individuals who compos* it; but 
th* goodness of a society can
not rise above th* goodness of 
its members.
The position of the Church rel

ative to the economic order is bas
ed on the principle that the rights 
man possesses as an individual and 
the function he fulfills in society 
are inseparable. Many of the 
rights of the individual depend up
on the function he fulfills in soci
ety. Capital and labor from this 
po;nt of view’ are relator! and made 
inseparable by the common good of 
society. This is a prime principle 
of social justice. The right of the 
capitalist to his business and to his 
profits and interest, and the right 
of the laborer to his wages and his 
union, are both conditioned by 
their service to the common good.

Man's Dignity and Labor
It is* only in the light of the spis< 

final worth of man that the dignity 
and importance of labor become 
evident. Labor is not something 
detached from the rest of life. Eco
nomically, it is bound up wtih cap
ital as a co partner in production. 
Socially, it is bound up with leisure 
as an avenue to cultural enrich
ment. Spiritually, it is bound up 
with the soul's development and 
with salvation. The worker is not 
a hand, as individualistic capital
ism contends; not a stomach to be 
fed by commissars, as Communism 
thinks: but a person who through 
his labor establishes three rela
tions: with God. with his neigh
bor. and with the whole natural 
world.

First of all, work unites us to 
God not only by its ascetic charac
ter and through the discipline it 
imposes on man by subjugating his 
lower passions to order and reason, 
but principally because, through 
the intention of the worker, the 
material universe is brought back 
again to God.

Second, labor is also the bond 
uniting man to man. a kind of 
school of social service, a base of
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failed to live up to the honor of 
their state. They have degraded 
their dignity in many ways. But, 
always till now, violence and vice, 
injustice and oppression or any 
other assaults on human dignity 
were recognized as abominations 
and were so abhorred. It has re
mained for our day to attempt to 
disregard human personality and 
to fortify such disregard with the 
force of legislation or the appro
bation of custom, as if a man 
were only a “thing”. The present 
has been described as a rationally 
established inhumanity working 
with all the expedients of admin
istrative and mechanical tech
niques. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius 
XII. in his 1952 Christmas allocu
tion, gave warning of the attempt
ed mechanization of mankind and 
protested the stripping of person
ality from men by legal or social 
devices. The Bishops of the United 
States, conscious of the growing 
depersonalization of man. reaffirm 
man’s essential dignity and reassert 
the rights which flow from it.

True Roots of Human Dignity
Man’s essential worth derives 

from a threefold source.: from 
the fact of his creation* from the 
mode of his existence, and from 
the nobility of his destiny.

The mere fact that any creature 
exists at all requires the creative 
and sustaining power of God. When 
God exercises this power to sum
mon any possible reality into ac
tual existence, that reality is there
by sealed with value from within. 
Such a dignity man shares with the 
animal and material world around 
him.

But his special type of existence 
confers on man a special claim to 
honor. Though immersed in a uni
verse of fleeting and random sen
sations, he is endowed with an in
tellect able to pierce the flux of 
passing images and discover be
neath them enduring patterns of 
truth. Though subjected to the 
pressures of his environment, and 
a prey to unthinking appetites, he 
is endowed with a self-determining 
will capable of choosing wisely 
within the framework of law.

Intellect end will, then *(• 
men'* distinctive adornments. It 
is their distinctive role to allow 
a finite creature to grasp truth 
consciously and to choose good
ness freely, end thus to mirror 
the Infinite Creator Who is con
scious Truth and absolute Good
ness.

Man’s natural honor, however, 
has been enhanced by grace, con
ferred at creation, lost through sin, 
but restored through the Incarna 
tion and Redemption of our Ixrrd 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. When 
the Son of God took human flesh 
as an instrument of salvation, all 
human flesh was honored by His 
association with it. Through His 
death and resurrection Christ dem
onstrated the role and destiny, the 
honor and dignity of every man 
for whom He lived and suffered. 
Since those days of ( hrist on 
earth, no man lives by his body 
alone, nor by the natural powers 
of his soul alone: every man is 
sanctified, made holy, made more 
worthy and more honorable by 
the enjoyment of the special spir
itual life which flows from the 
Cross’, or by the possibility that this 
life will one day be his, to raise 
him above the limitations of na
ture, to honor him in unending un
ion with the God Who became man.

Such is the triple fountain of 
man's dignity. To the extent these 
truths cease to energize the sense 
of reverence in every man, assaults 
upon the majesty of the human 
person must increase and intensi
fy. Heedless that his nature has 
God tor its origin and destiny, and 
reason and revelation for its di
vinely commissioned guide, man 
will do what no other creature can 

he will deny his true nature and 
will destroy all that is good within 
himself.

Men's Dignity And The Body
Such a process of degradation is 

viciously at work in our own coun
try where the deification of the 
flesh Continues to enlist new de
votees. Through its liturgy of ad
vertisement. entertainment, and 
literature, this cult bids fair to cor
rode our national sense of decency. 
When reason abdicates its sover
eignty over bodily energies, their 
purpose is destroyed; and, by a
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THE DIGNITY OF MAN
Every man knows instinctively that he is. somehow, a sup

erior being. He knows he is superior to the land he tills, the 
machine he operates or the animals which are at his service. 
Even when unable to define this superiority in terms of “hon
or” and “dignity”, if a man enjoys the fruits of his nobility, he 
is content and accepts that status as his due; lacking honor and 
dignity for any cause, a man is restless, depressed, even re
bellious because something proper to him. as a man, is with
held or denied.

The < atholic Church has always 
taught and defended the natural 
dignity of every human being. She 
has preached the burden of indi
vidual responsibility and has insist
ed upon the importance of person
al conscience. She has reminded 
mankind that there is a great di
vision between “things” and 
“men”. She has never forgotten 
that “things” were made fqr men 
and that “men” were 
God.

In 
men 
own 
personal dignity, the Catholic 
Church has taught that men's 
true honor is from God, has been 
enhanced spiritually by divine 
grace and is preserved without 
degradation only when the hon
or and dignity of God Himself 
are first maintained.

Often in times past men have
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sort of instinctive vengeance, they 
themselves become destroyers. Like 
wild animals, these energies are 
hard to tame, and remain danger
ous even when tamed. But what
ever lawful use an animal may 
sene, it is not wisdom for man to 
accept as his master the lion who 
seeks .to devour him.

Th* Catholic Church, however, 
ha* never failed to accord the 
human body an immense mea
sure of honor. She affirms that 
it was originally created by God; 
in one instance actually assumed 
by Him; in every instance 
meant to be on earth His spe
cial temple, and destined even
tually to rejoin the soul in His 
beatific Presence. Whatever is 
uncompromising in her teaching 
•bout the body stems from her 
realism on two points: the body, 
though good, is not th* highest 
good; and th* undisciplined 
body is notoriously bad
Other sacrileges against person

ality flow from errors less crude 
perhaps, but hardly less injurious. 
Such are some prevailing miscon
ceptions about society, liberty, eco
nomics, labor and education.

Man's Dignity and Society
The practical social theory 

the last century enthroned the
dividual but not the person. An in
dividual can be a thing: as for in
stance an individual tree; but in 
virtue of his rational soul, a person 
is more than a thing. Yet the de
personalized view’ of man gained 
ascendancy, and generated a soci
ety which was a criss-cross of in
dividual egotisms, and in which 
each man sought his own.

Against this error our century 
has seen a reaction which has 
sought to overcome the isolation 
of man from man by imposing up
on rebellious individuals a pattern 
of compulsory and all-embracing 
state organization, with unlimited 
power in the hands of the Civil 
Government. Hence socialism in its 
various guises has appeared as forc
ible organization imposed upon the 
confusion which resulted from 
false concepts of human freedom.

The Christian concept of man, 
however, is that he is both person 
al and social. As a person he has 
rights independent of the state; as 
a member of society he has social 
obligations. Parents and society 
contribute to the making of a man, 
hence man is indebted to the social 
order. At the same time, since his 
soul comes not from society but 
from God, a man has rights which 
no society may violate. The state 
is a creature of man. but man is a 
creature of God: hence the state 
exists for man, not man for the 
state.

Men's Dignity and Liberty
The Christian view, then, avoids 

the opposing extremes of individu
alism and collectivism, both of 
which are grounded on false con
cepts of liberty—either the unfet
tered liberty of individualism, 
which gives the “individual” the 
right to ignore society; or the un
fettered liberty of dictatorship 
which gives the government the 
right to ignore the person by ab
sorbing him into a race or class, 
thus destroying his freedom ol 
choice. The false liberty of indi
vidualism wrecks society by defin
ing freedom as individual license; 
the false liberty of dictatorship 
wrecks humanity by defining free 
dom as the right of the dictator to 
nullify the person a right which 
he claims to derive horn social ne 
cessity.

Concerning the results of such 
false notions of liberty l.eo XIII 
issued these warnings: “The true 
liberty of human society does not 
consist in every man doing what 
he pleases, for this would simply 
end m turmoil and confusion, and 
bring on the overthrow of the 
state . . . likewise, liberty does 
not consist in the power of those 
in authority to lay unreasonable 
and capricious demands upon their 
subjects, a course which would be 
equally criminal, and would lead 
to the ruin of the commonwealth.”

Liberty in political life may be 
described as the condition in which 
the individual finds himself un
hampered in the discharge of his 
duties and in the exercise ol his 
rights. Liberty, however, is some
thing more than a political phe
nomenon as tyrannical dictatorship 
contends; it is more than an eco
nomic phenomenon as some disci 
pies of free enterprise maintain. It 
is something more mature than 
that dream of rights without re
sponsibilities which historic liber
alism envisioned; it is certainly 
different from that terrorism of 
responsibilities without rights 
which Communism imposes. It is 
something wiser than free thought. 
For freedom has its roots m man’s 
spiritual nature. It docs not arise

Eighth and Marra; St. *1,1 Gallia St
Phan* SJ09 and 44S Phon* 2840

Christmas Gifts
Practical Christinas Gifts. Christ
mas Cards and Wrappings. Staple 
ton Office Supply Company, 829 
Sixth Street, Phone 3-2731.

Circleville Fast Freeze 
Food Locker

P. J. GRIFFIN ’

KIRBY'S FLOWERS
GALLIA AT FINDLAY STREETS 

3-2661 Portsmouth, Ohio

I •II Buyers'Circleville

PAY YOU

6% INTEREST

"Insured Safflty" for your Saving*

Monthly Reduction Mortgage Loans

W. FIFTH AVE.

Says—Next to a new Studebaker your best automobile 
BUY is a used STUDEBAKER. Reconditioned by Joe 
Toepfner’s factory trained mechanics. We are Studebak
er specialists; use genuine Studebaker parts; backing 
each Studebaker with our 30-day guarantee. Buy from 
your Studebaker Dealer—“That’s Safety.”

1352 W. 5th Ave.

SHOPPERSMARION GUIDE

HOME INSULATION

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES
LANDSCAPING

Automobile Dealers
RESTAURANTS

MOVINC—STORAGE -PACKING

SHOES309 W. Center
BANKING SERVICE

137
Oak St126 Dial 2 2537 TELEVISION SERVICE

BEAUTY SHOPS Musical Instruments

BUSINESS COURSES

PAPERHANGING

2b?

Furniture Stores
PET SHOP

Open

Th* Diamond Center Of Marion

PLUMBERS — 
SEWERS A DRAINSCLASSIFIED 

SECTION

GROLL'S—WALDO
Authorized Dealers 

HEYM OOD-WAKF.FIKl.D 
Fine Furniture 

fue*., Thur*-, and Sat. Ft** Till

LORDS
JEWELERS 

114 S. Main St.

Complete Banking Service
The Campbell National Bank

Phone 77 ................ LaRue. Ohio
Member Federal Deposit Ins. Corp.

ANDERSON EAGLE 
INSULATION CO 

Aluminum Storm Windows 
Eagle Picher Home Insulation 

513 Silver Ph. 2 1025—2-7321

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE SHOP 
Agnes Benson. Prop.

328 Silver St. Marion, O.

Tile Work of All Kinds 
Call or Writ* for Free Estimate 

H. K. AND R. M. STONER 
FINDLAY MANTEL 

and TILE CO. 
116 W. Front St.

Findlay, O. Phon* 4470

Smart & Waddell
GOOD SHOES 

for nearly 50 years.
E. Center 118 S. Mein

P. O. But 
Colomba* I*- °

Beautiful Babv Parakeets 
KAYLEE PET SHOP 

543 S. Prospect St Dial 2-0596

Neva Grace Beauty Shop
Dial 2-0902 639 N Prospect

EDNA’S RESTAURANT 
713 Hoyle St.

Marion, O.Phone 2 9947

Electric Roto-Rooter Sewer and 
Drain Service. 592 E. George St. 
Marion 2-2726.

NEW CLASSES EVERY WEEK. 
MARION BUSINESS COLLEGE. 
Write to THE REGISTRAR Mar 
ion Business College. 133 W. 
Center Marion. Ohio

Scout TREE Service
CODY HARTMAN, Owner 

experience. Free vstimatea.
Dial 2-7472 evening*

Television Antennas
Installed & Repaired

John & Bob Paulus
Ph. 27684 Ph. 2-4691 
576 E. Church 437 Oak St.

120 Bass BoMar Accordions. Spe
cial lot Purchased 3 only at this 
price Regular $279.50 Now 
$169.50 Terms to suit.

Harden s Music Store
179 S. Main St. Dial 2-2717
Better Selection — Better Values

28 .rear’*
406 Relmont.

at th*

RITZ BAR & GRILL \
in Manon

You can get th* bast Italian Spa. 
ahetti, Ravoli. Italian Pisza, Good 
St«ak* A Chicken and HOME MADE 
PASTERIF.S

Prewinm H**r* A Fancy Drink*.

Dry Cleaners

HARRAMAN DRY CLEANERS 
288 E. Church St.

Marion 2-1627

These business firms deserve your patronage. Use this 
section as a guide when buying.

PAPE RHANG1NG - Wallpaper 
cleaning and wall washing. In 
tenor painting. Patch plastering 
and arches. Paper samples 
shown 127 S. High St Dial 
2 1212 8 a. m to 5 p m

McDaniels
Your Pontiac-Cadillac Dealer 

p — 1914. 
Dial 2-3134

Television Antennas
RONALD W ARNDT

K. W*|nnt Dial 2-8480 «rv*nings

Ti le Beth Room

The Diamond Store of Marion

MAY'S
DLAMONDS — WATCHES 
Marion’s Oldest Jewelers

MARION CAR I AGE
Local and coa>t-to-coast moving. 
Low independent rates Agent. Ste
vens Van Lines 893 Wilson Ave.
Dial 2 2747.__ _________

- WRIGHT
Transfer & Storage Co. 

AGENT

Bishop of

Coadjutor

Bishop of

PARK

Sheridan Road 
•f Surf Street

Overlooking beautifd 
Lake Michigan, a few 
minutes away from the 
loop. Exquisite a©- 
commodationt — one 
♦o six rooms. Delight
ful dining room . •» 
excellent cuisine.

Cardinal Mooney, Arch
Detroit
Cardinal Stritch, Arch
Chicago

stake: "Unless w* find a way to 
restore th* contact between the 
life of society and the life of the 
spirit, our civilization will be de
stroyed by forces which it has 
had the knowledge to create but 
not the wisdom to control."

Church
Grandview & Ida

Signed by the members of the 
Administrative Board. National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, in 
the names of the Bishops of the 
United States:

Edward
bishop of

Samuel
bishop of

Francis Cardinal Spellman. Arch
bishop of New York

James Francis Cardinal McIn
tyre. Archbishop of Los Angeles

John J. Mitty, Archbishop of San 
Francisco

Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop 
of Boston

Patrick A. O Boyle, Archbishop 
of Washington

John F. O’Hara, Archbishop of 
Philadelphia

Karl J. Alter, Archbishop of Cin
cinnati

John F. Noll, Bishop of Fort 
Wayne

Michael J. ReadyBishop of Co
lumbus

Emmet M. Walsh,
Youngstown

Thomas K. Gorman,
Bishop of Dallas

Matthew F. Brady,
Manchester.

Chicago’s
PRESTIGE

hotel

human solidarity, a testimonial to 
mans insufficiency without his 
neighbor. In working with others, 
man ratifies his social dependence 
and performs an act of natural 
charity, because he helps create 
utility for others and thus pro
motes the happiness of his fellow 
men. The Catholic view, it will be 
noted, here adds that labor must 
always be used, not to dissociate 
ourselves from our neighbor, but to 
unite us with him. The greater the 
material ad\ancement of any 
country, therefore, the more ener
getic should be its spirit of neigh
borliness.

Finally, work unites us with na
ture. It does this by enabling us to 
share in the creative work of God 
and by making each of us, in the 
language of St. Paul, “a helper of 
God.” God, the supreme Artist, has 
communicated artistic causality to 
men. so that they can now make 
things and shape events to the im
age and likeness of their own ideas. 
The marriage of man's intelligence 
and will with the material world 
and the natural forces with which 
he is surrounded becomes a fruit
ful union, and from them is gener
ated a culture.

-Men's Dignity and Education
In transmitting culture from gen

eration to generation, it is the pur
pose of education to safeguard and 
develop the dignity of man. At 
the end of the 18th century our 
first president spoke of religion 
and morality as indispensable sup
ports of political prosperity. At 
the end of the 19th century our 
highest court declared that “The 
reasons presented affirm and re
affirm that this is a religious na
tion.” What is true of our political 
prosperity and our nation is true 
as well of our Western culture in 
general. Yet everywhere modern 
education is being drained of moral 
content through the movement 
which is known as Secularism. It 
has been well said that the educa
tion of the soul is the soul of edu
cation. Therefore when education 
tries to thrive in a religious and 
moral vacuum, and does not aspire 
to impart a set of principles and 
a hierarchy of values, it degener
ates into a dead and deadening 
juxtaposition of facts.

And even worse. For though it 
tries to thrive in such a vacuum, 
education can never really be neu
tral in practice. It has been truly 
said that “Men must be governed 
by God or they will be ruled by 
tyrants.” Similarly, education must 
inculcate a religious and moral out
look. or it will inculcate a material
istic one. And there is no word 
for dignity in the vocabulary of ma
terialism.

Conclusion
Every day in Holy Mass. Al

mighty God is addressed as He 
Wrho wondrously established the 
dignity of man, and restored it 
more wondrously still. Only by re
gaining our reverence for God can 
we of America in the 20th century 
rediscover both our own value and 
the solid basis on which it rests. 
We must at the same time expend 
every effort to see that this dig
nity is reflected in our sense of 
decency, made aware of itself by 
education, nurtured by society, 
guarded by the state, stabilized by 
private ownership, and exercised 
through creative activity.

Th* alternative is increasing 
chaos. Th* word* of a contempo
rary historian of culture may 
serve to summarize th* issues at
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