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Page 2 THE CATHOLIC TIMES

‘Peace To All Men’
The Perennial, Universal Theme 

But How To Attain II? 
llial Im ’llw* Question

By
Billie Eckert Merlin

The manner of celebrating 
Christinas varies greatly in differ
ent parts of the world, but its 
deep, underlying theme is as uni 
versal as it is eternal. It is the 
same today, in 1»53, as on that 
first Christmas. The theme of 
Christinas is, always was, and al
ways will be PEACE . .. and nev
er has it been more significant 
than today.

There has never been a period 
when the world cried out more 
loudly for peace, when the thought 
of peace — world peace, peace that 
would bring an end to bloodshed 
and carnage and unite all men as 
brothers so dominated the minds 
and hearts of men. From every

farfhing coiner of the world heart
felt prayers arise to heaven, plead
ing lor this one boon: peace, unity, 
which must come to the world lest 
man, in his folly, destroy himself.

World peace is a Special Inten
tion of the Holy Father. That God 
will visit this peace upon us, His 
children, is the prayer of the en
tire Church. Everywhere, among 
people of all races and all class
es, Divine intercession is sought 
to bring an end to the strife and 
chaos that darken our times.

Nor does this cry for peace pro
ceed from Catholic hearts alone. 
Catholic and non Catholic share 
the same desire, the same prayer— 
that the mass murder and destruc
tion of wars be brought to an end,

that men may live together in love 
and amity. Even among those who 
recognize no creed whatever, the 
avowed atheist, the disbeliever, the 
anxiety is felt, the fear expressed 
that if there is not soon an end to 
wars, there will be an end to all 
of us.

Prayer Without Faith
But. ironically, as the desire and 

yearning for peace become more 
imperative, the belief that peace 
is possible seems to dim, to grow 
fainter. It is the old story of pray
er without faith. Even the most 
devout of hearts, in too many cas
es, harbor a degree of skeptisim 
as to whether peace can ever be 
achieved.

“As long as there are human 
beings on the face of the earth 
there will be wars.” You have 
heard that said often enough.

“Big business has to keep the 
wars going or take a beating.” An 
other tritism.

“The atom bomb has made peace 
impossible.”

“The struggle for world domin
ation will go on, and there will

be do stopping it until one power 
has won out.”

"There is too much hate in the 
world. Jjook how people quarrel 
among themselves, with their own 
neighbors and kin! Jt is impos
sible for nations to get along with
out wars.”

“There are too many barriers of 
race, of color, of political views, 
of religion.”

All these are advanced as ar 
guments against the possibility of 
world peace ever becoming a re
ality. And, against out will, they 
carry a good bit of weight with 
most of us — more than we would 
like them to, in fact. Our hearts 
yearn for peace, yes, but our minds 
reject the thought.

“It can not be,” we say. “There 
it no way it can come about.”

No Way To Peace?
We mouth prayers, but we pray 

against the weight of our own den 
ial. We want desperately to help, 
but instead we throw up our 
own spiritual barrier against the 
success of the thing we so fer
vently desire. We lack the con-
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summate faith in our God, the love 
of the crucified Christ, that alone 
can prepare the way for peace. We 
close the doors of our hearts 
against Him, the Prince of Peace. 
And when we close those doors, 
we leave no way for Him to enter 
our world. And we keep on re
peating the blasphemy, the utter 
lie, that there is no way to peace.

There is a way to peace. Peace 
for mankind is no mirage, no ne
bulous, unattainable thing.

There was peace in the eyes of 
Mary as she gazed at the sleeping 
Christ Child on that first Christ
inas morn. Do you suppose that 
peace was easily come by? Ijook- 
ing at her Infant Son, in all His 
innocence, His purity, His sweet
ness and His terrible defenseless
ness, loving Him with her human 
mother s love, adoring Him as the 
Son of the Father in Heaven, yet 
knowing in the secret, aching plac
es of her heart the tragic role that 
awaited Him — do you suppose 
that peace came easily to Mary’s 
heart?

But ther» was peace in the eyes 
of Mary. And peace in her heart— 
a great, supreme peace in the im
maculate heart of her who knew 
the inviolable key to peace: obe
dience to the will of the Father, 
unquestioning faith in the love 
and wisdom of His ways. The role 
that God had prepared for her she 
assumed, meekly, humbly and duti
fully. The way He had ordained 
for the Babe she had borne she ac
cepted, serene and sure in the 
knowledge that however hard, how
ever devious-seeming the ways of 
the Father, all of wisdom, all of 
mercy, and all of divine love lay 
behind them. She accepted. She 
cradled the Infant Jesus in her 
arms, serene, and sure, and — at 
peace.

Peace To The World
Peace, God's own peace, lay like 

a sheltering mantle over the hum
ble stable behind the Bethlehem 
inn. It' enveloped the sleeping 
Christ Child, His Immaculate Mo 
ther, and gentle, patient Joseph 
who cared for them both so tender
ly. It was caught up in the chorus 
of the angels, who sang to the 
faithful watchers of joy to the 
world and of peace among men.

Peace came to the world that 
night. Peace is ours for the hav
ing today. Peace is present on 
every Altar wherever the Holy Sac
rifice is offered. There were men 
who would not acknowledge Jesus 
when He was born. There are men 
who will not receive Him today. 
They flounder in a maze of devious 
ways, searching for peace, and 
Peace goes begging in their midst!

The oft and glibly cited mater
ial obstacles to world harmony are 
all surmountable. It is the spirit
ual obstacles which we ourselves 
create that deny the peace we 
claim to desire. All the forebod- 
uig knowledge, all the pessimistic 
predictions our minds entertain, 
are as nothing compared to the 
awful certainity of future events 
that Mary held in her heart. Yet 
there was peace in the eyes of 
Mary.

There can be peace for our 
world! There can come a peace 
that will grow and spead until it 
embraces all men. But that peace 
must have a beginning. Its begin
ning must be in the individual 
hearts of those who have learned 
the secret that Mary knew, the sec
ret of complete love and faith in 
the Almighty Father, of utter com
pliance to His Divine Will.

Receive The Prince Of Peace
YOURS can be one of the hearts 

that will nurture these fin< fra
gile. blessed seedlings of pPace for 
all men. Our Blessed l^.ly set an 
example for you, and fir me, and 
for all men to heed, to marvel at, 
and to follow. But she did more 
than that She gave us her Son, 
the Infant Jesus, whose birth we 
celebrate at Christmas.

Receive Him, you who may, re
ceive the Prince of Peace this 
Christmas and admit peace into 
your own heart. Receive Him, 
and work and pray for the day 
when all men will join in one 
great Eucharistic Banquet. Then 
there will be an end to hate, and 
to greed, and to every form of mor
tal dissension. Then there will be 
peace, for HE IS PEACE INCAJt 
NATE]


