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‘Go, Teach All Nations... *
The mystery of the Holy Trinity is the mystery 

of the life of God in Himself—Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. It is the deepest and greatest mystery 
of our holy faith, and the principal source of man
kind's redemption and holiness. The mystery of the 
Holy Trinity means that the Father is the source of 
life of the Son; the Father and the Son are the 
source of the life of the Holy Spirit. This life 
since it is God’s life in Himself, is infinitely be
yond the capability of creatures to attain to and en
joy in e\en the slightest degree of sharing apart 
from the gift of God Himself.

But the goodness of God has reached out to 
draw man to Himself and to communicate to him 
a sharing in this life. The way in which God did 
this was through the Incarnation of the Son. The 
marvelous and redeeming life which the Son of 
God lived in our humanity is not simply for our 
admiration, nor even simply for our imitation. 
Christ’s life is to be, in and through the Church, 
His Mystical Body, the very life of redeemed man 
kind In this Christ-life redeemed man is to be 
united to the Father of Christ as his Father; he is 
to be united to the Son as the source of his life 
of sonship, he is to be united to the Holy Spirit 
of the Father and the Son and in Him to enter into 
the supernatural order which means especially the 
sharing in God’s life through sanctifying grace.

Now all this is intended to take place in and 
through the Church, the Mystical Body of Jesus 
Christ, in which He continues in His members the 
redeeming life which He once lived, visibly, on 
earth, Anri this dhine-human life of our Heari is 
given to us through the Holy Spirit, the Soul of 
Christ’s Mystical Body. That is why the Gospel of 
Trinity Sunday contains the missionary command 
given to the Church by Christ: “Go forth and 
teach all men. and baptize them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
The wondrous sharing in the divine life of the 
Trinity is to be given to redeemed mankind not by 
any vague or obscure way but through mankind’s 
union with the Incarnate Son in His Church. 
Therefore the Church must go forth tn constant 
missionary effort, therefore must the Church work 
hard in fulfilling its office as teacher of mankind, 
therefore must the Church be anxious to bring all 
men to the sacraments of Christ her Head. For 
these sacraments are the ordinary fountains of 
Christ » Passion by which men are separated from 
aun and united to God in Christ

Sundays feast brings helore us the tremendous 
wonder of the Church’# sharing in the life of the 
Holy Trinity; at the same time it is a fresh spur to 
the Church and its members to realize that this 
sharing is not a devotional indulgence for the. few 
but a living and life-giving treasure and necessity 
for all mankind It must then be sworn to all 
mankind Certainly only God can give the increase, 
for the grace ot taith is in His giving only, but in 
the plan of God "Paul must plant and Apollo 
water” or the Tree of the Church will not flourish 
and he beautiful and fruitful in the lives of the 
multitude for whom Christ died.

Bad Advertising, Again
The current June 11 issue of THE’ NEW WORLD, 

the official Catholic paper of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago carries an editorial oh the indecent adver
tising used in promoting motion pictures. We quote 
at length from this editorial with the permission ot 
Monsignor Thomas Meehan, Editor of THE NEW 
WORLD:

One of our nailers contributes a laluable and 
noteworthy suggestion to the decent people of this 
community. He decries, as uc do, the salacious, 
sexed-up entertainment advertising copy together 
with the accompanying ilustrations shown in the 
daily press. Sometimes the copy and ilustrations 
border on the lewd and obscene. Other times, they 
are just out and out filthy. Our reader says from 
his observation tUo of the greatest space buyers in 
the daily papers are the department and chain food 
stores. Rightly he points out both of these space 
buyers, and hence supporters of daily press cater pi i. 
manly to family trade. He suggests that decent heads 
of families protest to these supporters of the daily 
press about the salacious entertainment and news 
copy offered to their sons and daughters by sup
posedly “family papers".

We must confess that we cannot understand the 
mentality nor thinking of most motion picture pru 
diners, exhibitor# nor their press and advertising 
agents. Much less do we profess to be able to fathom 
the depths of the lack of any moral appreciation on 
the part of so many daily editors, publishers, col 
umnists and advertising managers The sole norm 
ot both industries, press and theatVe. seems to be 
“Can we make a last buck?” II they can any means 
justifies the end This is true, sad to say, in many 
cases, whether the producer, star, director, or ex
hibitor happens to be an atheistic, an agnostic, a 
Catholic, a Jew or a Protestant This norm, sadder 
to say. is the geiger coupler for the columnist, the 
news editor, the editor, the publisher, the advertising 
and circulation manager in the daily and periodical 
press. Where newt or advertising or circulation is 
concerned they become totally and absolutely amoral 
The profit motive stifles and strangles all personal 
and social moral obligations

Less than two months ago the Catholic Times 
of Columbus. Ohio, took Mr. Martin Quigley. Editor 
and Publisher of the Motion Picture Daily and the 
Motion Picture Herald, to task for having a split 
editorial and advertising policy. Mi. Quigley pro 
fessedly and editorially in his journals advocates de
cent movies Mr. Quigley is a Catholic. But as the 
Catholic Times pointed out. Mr. Quigley did not re 
fuse a full page advertisement for "The French Line” 
(condemned by the Motion Picture Industry and 
the Legion of Decency and the Protestant Motion 
Picture Council). Nor did his publications refuse in 
timate advertising copy on the Hell’s Half Acre,” 
“Wicked Woman." "Naked Jungle,” 'Beachhead” 
and the "Queen of Sheba ”

We can’t draw the illustrations for you but here 
are some of the copy catch-lines: “A star team to 
bring the heat of its love story to boiling point,” 
“Forbidden rendezvous with Sheba in the oasis, ’ 
“Sheba’s temptation of Solomon generates as much 
sex appeal as the screen will allow,” "Sex dished 
out with a vengeance,” "Generates plenty heat.” 
“Sexploitations! film fare,” "Makes the jungle 
steam in his hottest adventure.” And on "The French 
Line” after quoting three lavish reviews from the

Los Angeles Examiner. the Denver Post and The 
Rocky Mountain News the advertising copy ends up 
with: "Oo-La-La Those Crosses!” We agree with the 
Catholic Times of Columbus and with them we say: 
“We are justifiably jolted when we find a plain edit
orial policy and pronouncement accompanied by a 
wholly contradictory sort of advertising.”

Mr. Quigley is a case in point. Catholics in both 
the press and theatre fields privately lament that 
both of these avenues of culture and information are 
debasing themselves. They know from even a cas
ual reading of history that decadent, immoral, un
spiritual civilizations are already dead when they 
topple into material dust and leave nothing but 
their stench behind them. Yet blindly. Catholics in 
both of these industries and in other walks of life 
as well are following the Pied Piper of material
ism. and. are not only walking to their death and 
destruction but they are consigning W’estern Civili
zation to oblivion and the shades. Maybe as our. 
reader suggests, the housewives and heads of fam
ilies can do something. Maybe they can as family 
people reach those who support the daily press. 
We wonder! Maybe they don’t care either. Possibly 
this civilization is already dead and we don’t even 
know it.

Just Among Ourselves
Passing Comment Considered er Inconsiderate

Scripture tells us of a man who looked at his 
image in a mirror, then went his way, and presently 
forgot what manner of man he was. He probably 
forgot, too. what manner of men were all about him 
in the world. For it is by his view of himself that a 
man is likely to form his view of all other men.

* * *
We of the true Church have no excuse for not 

knowing what manner of person we are. for we have 
“looked into the perfect law of liberty.” Yet we are 
all too likely to picture ourselves by a kind of dou
ble exposure, and to behold ourselves and the world 
of men. not only and clearly in the light of ever
lasting truth, but also in the distorting light and 
figure of this world which passeth away.

* * *
On the one hand, we are too apt to keep the 

true view of humanity and of ourselves for the 
hours (or rather, the fleeting moments) of prayer, 
and to maintain the earthy estimate of humankind 
for the other, and much greater, part of our time in 
this valley of tears. On the other hand, we are like
ly to suppose that even the worldly view, which 
occupies us almost exclusively, involves a human 
ace which holds with Us certain baste truths as of 

first importance, no matter how most people dis
regard the practical implications of these truths,

• • •
For instance, it does not easily occur to us that 

anyone could seriously doubt the importance of the 
existence of God and of purpose in human life. Nor 
doe.-* it seem at all likely that people could under
estimate the unique importance of Christ in human 
history. We take it for granted that at least all who 
share what is called Christian civilization have rev
erence. or at least respect, for Our Ixird. and that 
even those whn disregard or deny His divinity are - 
like the non-Chnstian H. G. Wells—compelled to 
acknowledge His paramount importance in Himself, 
His teaching, and His effect upon mankind.

Now, it appears that m this supposition we are 
much mistaken. Our glance into the mirror of hu
manity has been a hurried one indeed, and we readi
ly forget what that one inattentive glimpse has re
vealed to us. The world we live in, even the 
American part of that world, is not m agreement 
with us upon the importance of the central fact of 
human history.

♦ • •
Certainly, aound scholarship, and sustained rea- 

joning on the established facts of history, make 
manifest the truths that (kid exists, that Christ is 
God-made-Man, that the death of Christ for us is 
the only hope we have for achieving the end and 
goal of our existence. But the world of man is not 
deeply concerned with scholarship and reasoning. 
Even the leaders of the people, the “historians, edu
cators, and journalists.” are unimpressed with the 
tremendous importance of man a ultimate end, and 
with “the one thing necessary.”

♦ ♦ ♦
In its issue of May 24, 1954. the magazine Time 

♦ells us. tn a brief and inconspicuous paragraph, that 
"To publicize a new history book. Publishers Grosset 
A Dunlap asked a panel of 28 historians, educators, 
and journalists ... to rate the 100 most significant 
events in history ” The first place, according to this 
poll of pedants, pundits, and paragraphers, is given 
to the discovery of America by Columbus.

• * *
Has our glimpse into the mirror revealed any

thing like this to us? Or have we forgotten? Are we 
therefore unaware, by reason of inattention and for
getfulness, of the fact that the modern world is old 
in paganism? Have we failed to see that the dread 
Figure of our Redeemer and our Judge is as casually 
ignored, and as generally despised, as among the 
Scribes and Pharisees of the days of His public min
istry? If so. we feel the shock of the current learned 
estimate of “historians, educators, and journalists” 
that the poor efforts of a Geneose navigator to find 
part of the earth are of more importance than the 
works of God Himself to save all the peoples of the 
earth, that the work of a human discoverer out
ranks the work of the Divine Redeemer.

• • •
The second place, in the publishers' poll, is given 

to the invention of movable type by Gutenberg. 
Printing, like earthly discovery, outranks the Atone
ment and Redemption Moveable type, first used 
to print the Word of God, is of more significance 
♦ han the word it prints. A mechanical device is of 
greater importance than saving Truth. A means of 
spreading knowledge is more notable than the only 
knowledge worth spreading. This is the considered 
judgment of “historians, educators, and journalists.” 
What, then, must be the real character and value 
if modern "history,” “education,” and “journalism"?

• • •
The third of the world's most important events is 

an eleven way tie Eleven events, all on a par. and 
not one of them is the Event of all events most 
notable. Fourth place,—with thirteen events already 
recorded as more important than this,—is a five-way 
tie. Here, all on a single level of importance, are 
“I S Constitution takes effect; ether makes surgery 
painless; X ray discovered; Wright brothers’ plane 
flies; Jesus Christ is crucified.”

* • •
The death of Our Divine Redeemer which is the 

bringing of life to a hopeless world is equated with 
a document establishing a government The painful 
surgery of the Cross is made of even importance 
with an untroubled appendectomy. A means of 
photographing hone-structure is equal to the spir
itual rehabilitation of the whole human race. Kitty
hawk is as important as Calvary. These are the judg 
ments of "modern enlightenment.” These are the 
decisions of men supposedly educated, men sup
posedly sane, men accepted as leaders and teachers 
of the people!

• ♦ •
Well, this is the world we live in. This is what 

the mirror shows to the observer of the image of 
modern man. Here we have Progress with a capital 
P Here we have the Ijitest and Most Up-to-Date 
Opinion The Central Fact of human history is now 
relegated to the range of 14th to 18th place in 
Things Of Importance To Man! 

♦ * •
We must look again.— look long and seriously,— 

into the perfect law of liberty which is the truth of 
our faith, the truth that really makes men free. We 
must realize that the world we live in needs the 
Enlightenment of Christianity more desperately than 
ever We must be Doers as well as Hearers of the 
Word, if the world is indeed to be saved for Christ 
as it has been saved by Christ.

The Seducer

WASHINGTON LETTER

‘Nerve’ War Reaches New Peak
WASHINGTON—There would 

seem to be no basis left upon 
which even the most misguided 
fellow-traveler could any longer 
condone his cooperation with 
communism.

The world is probably faced 
with Ihe most critical situation 
it has ever known, short of all- 
out war. It is all traceable to the 
deliberate Red policy of keeping 
nations off balance and in a slate 
of apprehension and turmoil.

President Eisenhower’s obser
vation, a few days ago, that one 
word—“communism” — seems to 
get more attention than any oth 
er today, served to reflect the 
situation that prevails.

Only a few days earlier, Ad
miral Carney, Chief of Naval Op 
erations, had said publicly that 
“the threats to our security that 
have confronted us in the past 
were trivial compared to the 
threat that faces this country to
day”

Admiral Carney himself ap 
preciated the seriousness of 
what he said. He added quickly 
that his was not an alarmist 
speech, “nor a prediction that 
the holocaust will come tomor
row.” “It’s merely the belief of 
an American citizen who is con
vinced that 'tomorrow’ can come 
far sooner than may he realized 
or sooner than were ready to 

face up to,” he added.
The situation requires, as 

President Eisenhower said, “the 
constant surveillance of com
munists in this country.” ft 
makes this surveillance “a 24- 
hour day, 7-days a week, 52- 
weeks-a-year job.” We have, he 
said, convicted 41 communist 
party leaders, indicted 20 oth
ers, arrested seven more. We 
haxe convicted one person of 
treason, two tor espionage. We 
have convicted eight others for 
making false statements to the 
Government. We have deported 
85 alien subversives; issued or
ders for the deportation of 268 
persons with records of subver
sive activities or affiliations. We 
have denaturalized 24 naturaliz
ed citizens charged with being 
subversives. We have barred 127 
subversive aliens who had ar
rived at our ports of entry.

The situation makes neces
sary the feverish and costly 
stockpiling of vital materials 
that must be saved for use only 
in the event of actual war. It 
demands the preparation of 
stringent, regulatory legislation 
that will be enacted as soon as 
possible after an emergency de
velops.

At the same time, it stops 
short of provocative acts that 
would make some other prepara

tions advisable. An example of 
this is the printing of ration 
books. It is estimated that 200,- 
000.000 of these would be need
ed, and almost at once, if all-out 
war were to come. To print these 
would require more than a year, 
it is said. Some officials here 
want to start printing and stor
ing these books against an un
wanted emergency. To others 
here, that seems like a step a 
little too long to be taken at 
this time. It could easily be mis
interpreted, they say. The gen
eral public would think the 
emergency is imminent. So, as 
of now, the Office of Defense 
Mobilization says it is making a 
study of the time and money 
needed to produce the books, but 
it is not printing them.

But that's the way this war of 
‘’’nerves” and "jitters” is waged. 
The free world is made to wor
ry. to spend lavishly, to prepare 
in one direction, to draw back 
from too great an anticipation, 
to fret, to look this way and that 
for the next aggression.

This pattern has been apparent 
to most people for a long time. 
It is so clearly outlined now that 
all must be able to see it for 
what it is. And, seeing it, no one 
can be justified in supporting it 
tn the vexation and suffering of 
the whole human race.

LOl IS F. B( DEXZ

Fruits Of Anti-M’Carthyism
Now in my hands is the May 

issue of Political Affairs, offic
ial theoretical organ of the Coin 
munist conspiracy in this coun
try. It has 
been distnbut 
eri among the 
members o f 
that conspiracy 
and seriously 
studied by 
them for the 
last several 
weeks Every
one genuinely 
set upon np 
posing the 

advance of the Soviet fifth col
umn should also be aware of 
what the Red directive organ
says.

It is impossible any more to 
say that we are combating Com
munism by merely criticizing it 
in generalities, it must be met 
in those areas where it is oper
ating and is achieving success. 
That is where this issue of Po
litical Affairs comes in.

1 refer specifically to the lead
ing article entitled: "New Fea
tures in the Struggle Against Mc
Carthyism.” It is written by 
George Blaze Charney, one of 
the Red leaders convicted of con 
spiring to advocate the over
throw of the United States by 
force and violence Nothing 
could show more clearly the 
contempt that the fifth column 
has for the American- people • 
than the nomination of this mon 
to author this article.

Cardinal Spellman Assailed
The agents of Moscow are well 

pleased, these pages reveaf, at 
the hysteria which they have 
created through their concealed 
infiltrators in the general press 
and other places m the nation. 
It is not surprising that they sin
gle out for special praise the 
New York Times and Now York 
Herald Tribune, which have done 

yeoman work for the Communist 
line m this respect. It is interest
ing to observe that they give 
similar honorable mention to the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, 
choosing it out of all the televi
sion agencies of the country for 
its services against "McCarthy
ite fascism ”

What should cause us to pause 
and ponder, however, is the new 
assault upon His Eminence, Car
dinal Spellman, accompanied by 
praise of “those Catholic voices” 
who have joined tn the chorus 
against "McCarthyism.’ With 
Cardinal Spellman, the whole 
Catholic Hierarchy is assailed. 
In the same breath, those “Cath
olic voices" which receive this 
Communist acclaim for belabor
ing the Congressional inquiries 
are said to have given the Reds 
access to ' many Catholic work
ers previously held tn check by 
the hierarchy.”

Opening Wedg*
This is a most serious matter, 

for it indicates an expansion of 
the Communist plans laid down 
in the April, 1946. issue of Polit
ical Affairs by V. J. Jerome. Red 
Commissar of culture That pro
gram, to which I have repeated 
ly adverted in the past, called 
for two chief moves by the con
cealed Reds: 1) The arraying of 
the laity against the Hierarchy, 
and 2) the stimulating of the 
Protestants to attacks upon the 
Catholics Now the success of the 
Communits-eomeri ery against 
any effort to deal* adequately 
with the conspiracy is regarded 
by the Red leaders as an opening 
wedge toward achievement of 
the first objective.

This consideration is intensi
fied by the conclusion of Char 
ney's article in which he. in the 
name of the Communist conspir
acy. places “most of the Catholic 
hierarchy" in the camp of "Fas
cism.” 

This is a good time, then, 
again to refer to the Encyclical 
of Pope Pius XI against Athe
istic Communism which cautions 
that “the faithful do not allow 
flietnselves to be deceived’ by 
Communist trickery and the 
Communist line. “Communism is 
intrinsically wrong,” Pius XI 
wrote; “and no one who would 
save Christian civilization may 
collaborate with it in any un
dertaking whatsoever.”

Indispensable Component
By "collaboration” we certain

ly cannot understand merely the 
meeting with Red leaders in the 
national headquarters of the 
Communist Party. Nor can we 
interpret it solely as joining 
with Communists in certain or
ganizations. It is also carried out 
by encouragement to the Com
munist line, that special senes 
of proposals which Moscow and 
its agents advance for their own 
set purposes. And there is no 
doubt from the record that "the 
fight against McCarthyism” 
was raised as a battlecry by the 
conspiracy. was stimulated by it, 
and is serving its ends.

An acknowledgement is made 
that this is the case when Char
ney declares that "the Common 
ist Party, steeled, militant, de
voted. and possessed of a scienti
fic understanding of the nature 
of society, is an indispensable 
component in the struggle 
against McCarthyism'."

We now see the fruits of that 
“struggle" m full bloom Not 
only have investigations into sub
version been halted, but the 
United States stands motionless 
while Soviet Russia establishes 
a military base against our nat- 
tion in Guatemala. And with this 
dagger aimed at the heart of 
America now goes the effort to 
divide the Catholics and separate 
the laity from the Hierarchy.

Inquiry Corner
----------------- Father Healey........ ......

Q Many people feel that if 
the Catholic. Church gams more 
power there will be persecutions 
here tn the United States. Wrhat 
can we answer?

A. First of all the Inquisition 
was not primarily a form of in
tolerance or persecution. High
ly emotional accounts, colored by 
national and religious prejudice 
have recently yielded to histori
cal study. While there were 
great abuses the Inquisition was 
set up at the request of the civil 
power for definite purposes, 
mostly revolving around good 
order in the country. The Ca
tholic Church did not invent, 
encourage or direct the Inquisi
tion and often protested sharply 
against abuses and finally 
brought about its dissolution. 
Other countries claiming to pro
tect eivil order caused many 
more to be killed because they 
were Catholics than the Inquisi
tion condemned. If the United 
States were to become predom
inantly Catholic the same toler
ance for dissent would be shown 
as in Catholic Ireland, whose first 
president was a Protestant. 
There have been intolerant ac
tions on the part of men of all 
religions and an honest examina
tion of history shows that the 
two thousand year record of the 
Catholic Church does not suffer 
by comparison with any.

Q. Could you name some Ca
tholic men who were noted 
scientists?

A. Quite often the. achieve
ments of career men are deter
mined by opportunities present
ed to them and by ihe extent of 
their God-given talents. A man 
of great talent may be a brilliant 
scientist and yet be so intellec
tually blind as to he an atheist. 
For that reason it is well to re
member that for every unbeliev
er who has achieved something 
or benefited mankind there are 
many Christian men. Not all the 
men called Catholic Scientists 
are necessarily good Catholics 
but they generally indicate that 
a Catholic background in no way 
hinders true research or pro
gress. Among such great names 
are; Andre Ampere (1775-1836) 
founder of electrodynamics; 
Roger Bacon, a Franciscan (1214- 
1294) Father of Experimental 
Science; Claude Bernard (1813- 
1878) Physiologist; Louis Braille 
(1809-1852); Alexis Carrel (1873- 
1944); William Caxton (1422- 
1491), Rene Descartes; Galileo, 
Gutenberg, Lamarck. Mendel, 
Pasteur, Schwann. Volta and

many others. (See Catholic Ah 
manac p. 535ff).

Q. If the Mystical Body is such 
an important thing to know 
about why didn't we have it 
when we were tn school?

A. The doctrine of the Mysti
cal Body is contained in the 
Gospels and in the letters of St. 
Paul. It is also freely mentioned 
in the writings of the Fathers of 
the Church but for various 
reasons the idea was not parti
cularly stressed for some years 
before the turn of the century. 
In God s Providence no doubt 
there was a reason for the return 
to prominence of this basic idea, 
which was always taught in the 
doctrine of the Communion of 
Saints. Pope Pius XII in his in
spiring and thorough encyclical 
on the Mystical Body says that 
“we shall find nothing more 

noble, more sublime, or more 
divine than the expression The 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ’. 
He also mentions the fact that 
it is the “fair flower of the re
peated teaching of the Sacred 
Scriptures and the holy Fa
thers."

<?. What is a Contemplative 
Order’

A. It is a cloistered religious 
community which dedicates itself 
entirely to prayer and penance. 
Sometimes certain apostolic 
works, such as writing spiritual 
books or conducting retreats may 
be undertaken, but mainly such 
a life means a vocation complete
ly cut off from the world. It 
is not selfish, but is in fact one 
of the essential parts of tho 
fruitfulness of the Church. 'While 
every person dedicated to God 
is bound to contemplation ac
cording to his own vocation, and 
every Christian is bound to 
something of that kind of prayer, 
the Contemplative Orders are 
usually restricted to a few. Such 
communities as the Carthusians, 
the Cistercians (including tho 
Trappists), Carmelites, Poor Clar
es are Contemplative Orders.

Q. Is there a Satnt Julius?
A. There are a number of 

them. One of the first and most 
notable was St. Julius I, Pope, 
whose feast day is April 2nd. 
He was a defender of St. Athana
sius against his Arian accusers, 
and upheld the supreme author
ity of the See of Rome in the 
East of the Empire as well as in 
the West. He died in 352 A. D.

Send questions to Father Ed
ward F. Healey, The Inquiry 
Corner, The Catholic Times. Box 
636 Columbus (16) Ohio.

MONSIGNOR HIGGINS

‘Theology’
The Chicago Catholic I<abor 

Alliance, through the medium 
of its excellent monthly publi
cation. is carrying on an effec- 
ative campaign 

against the 
growing prac
tice of unneces- 
s a r y Sunday 
work. Neigh
borhood groc
ery stores, del
icatessens, au
tomobile serv- 
i c e agencies, 
and similar es- 
t a b 1 i shments 
are being ask
ed by the CLA 

to pull down the shutters and 
remain closed on the first day 
of the week unless the public 
interest demonstrably justifies 
their staying open by way of an 
exception to the general rule. 
The general rule was establish
ed by God Himself and was hand
ed down to us by Moses as one 
of the Ten Commandments: “Re
member that thou keep holy the 
sabbath day.”

The Catholic l^abor Alliance in 
dramatizing the importance of 
Sunday observance is saying 
in effect, that man does not live 
by bread alone and that while 
man is born to labor as the bird 
to fly. there are limits to the 
amount of labor he should be ex
pected or permitted to perform.

Merits Commendation
The trade union movement, 

aided and encouraged by the 
churches, is largely responsible 
for setting these limits at 40 
hours a week for the majority of 
production workers in the Unit
ed States. This, it seems to us. 
is a magnificent accomplishment 
from the spiritual point of view 
and one for which the labor 
movement deserves the highest 
possible commendation.

To our great surprise, howev
er, a responsible Catholic per
iodical. Pastoral Life, has re
cently published an article en
titled "The Theology of Work,” 
in which it is stated very blunt
ly. in so many words, that the 
prevailing concept of work in 
the American labor movement 
is basically , at variance with 
Christian theology. No excep
tions are noted, no distinctions 
made. According to the author 
of this article- father Ferdin
and C.. Falque of Staples. Minn.’ 
—"the modern labor movement 
and its short range and long 
range reforms are all concerned 
with avoiding work instead of 
promoting it . . . Social justice 
often means little more to labor 
reformers than getting more for 
doing less.”

American managemetnt is also 
criticized, in passing, but not as 
severely as the so-called ’’Ca
tholic workers movements,* un- 

Of Work 
der which term presumably the 
Catholic Labor Alliance, the As
sociation of Catholic Trade Un
ionists, and the various Catholic 
labor schools are included. 
“Christian worker movement,’’the 
article states, "are quite often as 
vitiated as non-Chnstian in the 
present ‘liberal’ cast of society. 
There is little difference between 
the Catholic worker movements 
and Protestant in America in this 
respect. They too often take prin
ciples of modern liberalism as 
their starting point, and this can 
always be detected by their con
cept. of w’ork as something evil 
that has to be overcome.”

St. Joseph As a Symbol
The "humble Catholic" is con

trasted by Father Falque with 
the “liberal” Catholics who "want 
laws of special privilege for 
their unions and bullying mobs” 
and expound the dignity of work 
“as the nobility of picketing* 
The “humble Catholic,” we are 
told, “still looks to St. Joseph 
as a symbol of the nobility of 
work. They see him not as a 
loud-mouthed unionist, bringing 
the force of political 'social legis
lation’ to bear in his defense, but 
as the patient provider, work
ing with his hands in a labor of 
love."

Father Falque s unrestrained 
indictment of the American la
bor movement and the so-called 
Catholic worker movements of 
the United States is the most 
sweeping of the kind we 
have ever read in a Catholic pub
lication. Obviously it is much too 
serious to be allowed to go un
noticed. It is almost impossible, 
however, to reply to the article 
effectively, for it is difficult to 
know specifically what Father 
Falque is really driving at. His 
accusations are all expressed in 
general terms. With the excep
tion of poor St. Joseph, no in
dividual or organization is men
tioned by name, no concrete ex
amples are cited. On the other 
hand, he seems to be saying 
that St. Joseph, were he living 
in 20-the Century America, would 
be opposed to the letter and the 
spirit of the social encyclicals.

Not One Kind Word
Again. Father Falque seems to 

be saying, by implication at least, 
that the 40-hour week is at var
iance with the Catholic philos
ophy of work. If this is what he 
really intended to say. there isn't 
> single theologian in all of Chris
tendom who would agree with 
him Finally, he seems to be 
saying that the American labor 
movement and the so-called Ca
tholic worker movements of the 
United States are socialistic. If 
this is what he. really intended 
to say, his definition of social
ism is obviously different from 
that which is used mb the social 
eneyrhcala.
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