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Ohio Turnpike
(A personal account of an Ohio Turnpike tour 

as written by Bishop Beady. Leaving Columbus 
airport the plane headed for Maumee where the 
Turnpike was followcd west to the Indiana border. 
Turning there the Turnpike was followed to 
Pennsylvania.)

1 have just travelled over the Ohio Turnpike! The 
gimmick in that sentence is the word "over.” The 
whole 241 miles of the Turnpike from Indiana to 
Pennsylvania, was covered at a height of about 
1 (M)0 feet in a comfortable twin engine Aero-Com
mander. It is a thrilling experience to view the tre
mendous construction activity from the vantage 
point of an airplane. I wish all citizens of the State 
might have a similar opportunity to see the great 
roadway stretch through 13 counties of Northern 
Ohio The magnificent road will he a new glory 
for our State.

As we travelled the route of this modern Appian 
Way there was a certain antiphon and response of 
wonderment as each new feature of the road came 
in sight. Even in the midst of renewing the face of 
the earth to serve better modern communication 
needs, there was an apparent reverence on the part 
of the builders to preserve the heauty of God’s cre
ation in the forests and rivers of the lovely Ohio 
countryside.

Where once glaciers held the land in icy grip, 
great fleets of monster earth-moving equipment 
maneuver with astonishing rapidity in response to 
human commands. As mile after mile unrolls be
neath the nose of the airplane it is easy to accept 
the engineer’s statement that here in this corridor 
across our state is the greatest present concentra
tion of highway building machinery in the nation.

As far as the eye can leap ahead of the plane 
the new roadway seems to reach the far-off horizon. 
Ry its magnificent expanse, it suggests the solution 
of Ohio's worrisome traffic problem. At scattered 
points along the route one notes the final outlines 
nf the new superhighway. These are the places at 
which skilled workmen swarm about batteries of 
paving machines from which roll constantly length 
enmg ribbons of concrete. Those are the workers 
who will give Ohio and the nation the smooth, safe 
riding surface demanded in this automotive century.

Where the pavement has been laid, other fea
tures nf this new type of highway become evident 
The wide center strip separating the eastbound and 
westbound roadways is a major safety factor which 
ev< ry motorist recognizes. From the air. one picks 
hut as a special feature the wide shoulders which 
flank both sides of the concrete roadways to provide 
support foi vehicles which must get out of the traf 
fic stream lor repairs or similar emergencies

Another unusual feature of the highway is im
mediately apparent to the aerial viewer but potent
ial motonst. I refer to the twin bridges which carry 
the Turnpike roadways when they must cross over 
rivers, railroads or other highways. This, too. is a 
great safety factor. Some public highways and rail 
roads cross over the Turnpike on the customary 
single structure. These bridges, single or double, 
seem finished across the whole expanse of the 
State Nowhere along the entire 241 miles, accord 
ing to my engineer guide, is there a crossing at 
grade. This is another safety factor which will 
please the motorist. Il will help immeasurably in 
maintaining the speed and safety of tiavel charac 
teristic of the modern toll road.

On the -aerial torn I noticed many church spires 
and the familiar cross which adorns our Catholic 
buildings Hut from the Turnpike roadway. I be 
heve only one of these institutions will show to 
advantage. That is the splendid Elyria District Ca 
tholic High School The tourist will get a good 
look at this modern school with its spacious campus. 
There may be other Catholic sightseeing features 
h it certainly Elyria’s District Catholic stands out as 
a l n< advertisement ot our Catholic school system.

I travelled the Turnpike route with two outstand 
r; < Mi James Shockne-sy the (hairman

nf the Ohio Turnpike Commission and Mi Edward 
Donnelly, of the Commission's Consulting Engineers. 
The names suggest an Irish lineage. 1 mention this 
circumstance to point out that one of the greatest 
r.ttKultic- encountered in constructing the Turn 
p,ke today was a familiar Irish product, the peal 
hog' The greatest of these engineering dilemmas 
is apparent even to an amateur as the airplane 
reaches the hilly country through which an ap 
proach is being cut to the great twin bridges that 
carry the Turnpike across the wide and deep valley 
of the Cuyahoga River.

When we came near the eastern boundary of 
Ohio it seemed like getting to the promised land' 
The miles of white ribbons of concrete stretched 
nut to meet the well travelled roadway of Pennsyl 
sama's famous Turnpike It will not be long now 
before Ohioans will enjoy tiavel on the first section 
nf their own Turnpike. A 22 mile section of the 
completed toll-road will be opened about December 
1 1954. The whole great achievement is scheduled 
for opening in October. 1955

It is a great experience to fly over the Turn
pike It will be an equally thrilling experience to 
drive over its smooth, safe surface through the 
winding hills and stately forests, by lakes and 
across rivets, skirting the great cities and busy 
town- nf northern Ohio or visiting them on the 
ea i'< accessible roads which have hern imprm ed 
hr th< overall Turnpike plan to serve out citi
zen* Mav Ohio keep the leadership in proriding 
similar Turnpikes in other sections of the State 
and while we are in the mood for prayer, let us 
beseech God to hless all who have planned and 
built this magnificent roadway for the conver»"nce 
and safety of our citizens

What Do YOU Think?
A man claiming to be a marine would he 

thought odd, at the least, if he persisted in the 
strange view that to he a marine meant only to 
'■eli apples on the street corner. If he was *een, 
day after day, on the same street corner selling 
apples and this was known to be his only occupa
tion he vr.uld ha\r gieat diltuulty m convincing 
most people that he was a marine. He might go 
so far as to dress in the i niform of a marine, 
but this would fool only the most gullible.

Today many men call themselves Christian 
Thr> very name should point them out for what 
they are. Too many of them, though are in the 
same state a* our apple Him” •‘marine” they 
lave the name and that is all The apple sender 
mild not hr con'idrrrd a marine hetaiisc of hi*

odd interpretation, of the nature of the society nf 
w hich he claimed to be a member. So too. a man 
cannot be considered a Christian if he misinter
prets the purpose and nature of Christianity.

We can smile at the amusing and ridiculous 
claim of the man selling apples. The claim of a 
man to be a Christian, though, who denies that 
there is "one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one 
God the Father of all, who is in all,” will cause 
only the most giddy and carefree to smile.

Our Lord asks the world, "What think ye of 
Christ?” For one to claim to be a Christian and 
answers, "He is a man and nothing more,” is for 
that one to make himself far more sadly ludicrous 
than the apple-selling "marine.” We may smile at 
the one—and must pray for the other.

Just Among Ourselves 
Pasting Comment Considered or Inconsiderate

Every now and then,—in this busy, enlightened, 
war-ridden, scientific, bewildered, education-mad. 
atom-harried, weary, and wistful world.—some old 
mossback or a person incautious about social taboos, 
will utter the word morality. Of course, everyone 
who has a university degree and reads the comics 
knows that the old word has a new meaning, and 
that morals are now mores—or tribal prejudices 
and inherited customs. He also understands that it is 
better not to mention the words morality and morals 
at all. For these are words unpleasing to the egoism 
of dons; they are words verboten among and by the 
staunch defenders of liberty and academic freedom.

• • *
And yet the champions of free-thinking,—that 

is the lads who wish everyone to be free to think 
as he pleases, regardless of fact, so long as he thinks 
within the very narrow grooves approved by the free
thinkers,—have themselves some notion of morality 
and of morals as distinct from mere mores. Let a 
thief take off with their valuables; let a confidence 
man sell them bogus stock; let a scandalmonger 
ruin their good name, and they will howl to high 
heaven for justice. That is, they will appeal to a 
real morality. They will not consider the activities 
of thief, or con man. or calumniator, to be the 
mere expression of tribal prejudice or inherited 
custom; nor will they interpret their own attitude 
towards the evil-doers in such terms.

« * «
Modern men. especially the ones that fancy 

themselves as thinkers or philosophers, are often 
busily engaged in getting out on a limb, intellectually 
speaking, and then working like mad to saw off 
the limb between themselves and the trunk of 
the tree. For instance, there is a noted professor, 
—now happily retired,—who taught and wrote that 
“the substantive ego” is a myth; that is, he believed 
and taught that there is nothing substantially per
manent about a human being, and that, just as the 
body is constantly wearing out and building itself 
up so that it undergoes a complete replacement ev
ery seven years or so, there is no permanence in 
the soul—if there is a soul—to justify a person in 
considering himself the same being he was seven 
years ago. Yet this professor drew his salary for 
more than twenty years in one institution. It never 
occurred to him that after his first seven years of 
teaching he should have renewed his contract with 
the universit”. H- never thought that he was doing 
wrong in collecting the wages that belonged by 
contract to another fellow who had gradually worn 
out and disappeared.

♦ * ♦
It is one of the easiest of things to swim off into 

a sea of theory, indulging fancy, and, if possible, 
selling its silly fictions to admiring pupils as scien
tific. facts. Meanwhile, the realities of daily life 
make nonsense of the theory. But the theorist is 
moronically unaware of (he fact, and goes on, day 
after day, teaching one thing and practising its 
exact opposite. It is so, as we have briefly noticed, 
in the point of morality and morals.

The editor of one of our slickest and slimiest 
magazines was once nettled by complaints about 
the immoral character of the pictures he was pub
lishing—this was back in June. 1936,—and he 
grasped the editorial pen to make this sapient state, 
ment, "Morality consists in living the kind of life 
you want to live, without damaging the lives of 
others.” Even by that faulty definition the editor 
stood condemned, for the complaint was that he was 
damaging the lives of others hy putting lewd pic
tures before their eyes. and. presumably, evil 
thoughts in their minds, evil desires in their wills, 
and surging tumescence info their animal tenden
cies.

• ♦ ♦
Hut morality,—which does exist despite the 

pinchbeck dons who smile “in the shape of a cap 
Hal V” when the word is mentioned,—is not de
fined as living the kind of life you want to live. It 
means living the kind of life you ought to live. It 
means making your life,—in thought, w’Ord, deed, 
desire, omission,—conform to the norm or measure 
nf what it ought to be. And of what that norm of 
measure is, we shall speak in a moment. But first 
contrast the notion of morality (which is acknowl
edged by all (o mean something fine or ideal
even when it is reduced to mores) with the notion 
of some other Ideal, say patriotism. What would 
the editor, who so readily whipped out his defini
tion of morality, think of an American who should 
define patriotism as consisting in being the 
kind of citizen he feels like being? 

« * •
The norm of what a human life should be is,— 

as common sense would expect,—the will and pur
pose of Him who creates human life. That is, the 
norm of morality is the1 infinite understanding and 
infinite will of God. It is the Divine Reason. And 
the old name for the. Divine Reason (that is, the name 
of God Himself as creating man for a wise purpose) 
is the Eternal Ijiw.

• • •
Now. a law must be brought into contact with 

what it directs; otherwise it has no force at all. 
Just so. a rope around a bundle of logs cannot hold 
them together till it is tightened about them. And 
a law, which directs human beings, is brought into 
contact with them by knowledge. Until a man is 
aware of a law, until he knows that it exists and 
lavs an obligation upon him, he simply cannot con
sciously conform his conduct to its requirements. 
We read that “ignorance of the law excuses no 
one," but this axiom has reference only to human 
laws and their outward observance; it is a practical 
dictum based on the fact that men can deceive 
one another; that they can lie; that they can plead 
ignorance even when they are not ignorant. Rut. 
before God. a person truly and blamelessly ignorant 
nf a requirement cannot be held responsible for 
failing to meet it. Now, the Eternal Law. like every 
law, must be made known to those whom it binds.

• ♦ ♦
Since the Eternal Law binds every man who has 

passed out of infancy into the state of personal re
sponsibility for his conduct, it must be a law know
able to every normal man by his very nature. At 
an early age. a human being becomes aware of an 
order in things which he must preserve and not 
destroy. He becomes aware of mine and thine, and 
sees evil in theft or murder, In a word, he is aware 
that there is such a thing ir'good which he must do, 
and.such a thing as evil which he must avoid; he is 
aware of three things: good. evil, duty or obligation. 
And he is aware of some manifest good things, some 
manifest evil things; he learns more of these as he 
advances in age and experience. And he is aware 
of a multitude of things, in themselves neither good 
nor evil, which take morality from the circumstan
ces which surround them. Now. this normal human 
awareness of the Eternal Law is called the Natural 
Low. It is summed up essentially in, “Do good; avoid 
evil.” Jt is given in outline (as revealed, but as it 
could he reasoned out) in the Ten Commandments.

Peaceful Coexistence
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WASHINGTON LETTER

Catholics Spearheaded Resistance
WASHINGTON — The French 

Resistance Movement, whose 
great contribution to the libera
tion of France from the nazis ten 
years ago, is today being cele
brated throughout that country, 
was mainly organized by Catho
lics.

French communists claim a 
large, indeed a predominant 
part, in the founding of the Re
sistance. In fact, however, the 
leadership of the Party betrayed 
France during the first part of 
World War 11 and the early pe
riod of the German occupation. 
The Reds attempted to collab
orate with the nazis and joined 
the Resistance only after the 
German invasion of the Soviet 
Union.

France was finally freed from 
German conquest by the United 
Nations troops led by General 
Eisenhower. But the Allied in
vasion was greatly aided by the 
armed guerrillas of the Resist
ance Movement. According to 
General Eisenhower in his book, 
“Crusade in Europe,” the con
tribution of Resistance forces to 
the invasion was equal to that 
of 25 normal divisions.

The magnitude of this final 
effort, however, was made pos
sible only because from the start 
of the German occupation moral, 
spiritual, economic and finally 
armed resistance was relentless

ly organized and carried out. In 
all these fields Catholics played 
a major role.

The first anti-German under
ground publications to awaken 
the nation were Catholic. Most 
famous of these was the peri
odical “Cahiers du Temoignage 
Chretien” (Messages of Christian 
Testimony), which maintained 
the supremacy of the dogmas of 
the Church over the laws of men. 
Along with it many other pam
phlets and leaflets, published in 
secret, strengthened the will of 
the people to resist.

In many cases the "Catholic 
Hierarchy courageously opposed 
the orders of the Occupation au
thorities and the German-inspir
ed laws of the Vichy govern
ment, particularly the anti- 
Semitic segregation laws and the 
attempts to submit youth organi
zations to state control. The 
Church was not willing to sur
render souls to the government.

Catholic trade unions and oth
er organizations played an out
standing part in the intelligence 
and sabotage operations of the 
Resistance. Catholic-led guerrilla 
units were among the best in 
underground warfare.

The political party which be
came one of France’s largest af
ter the war and which had so 
important a part in the reshap 

ing of French democracy, the 
Catholic-led Popular Republican 
Movement, was born in the Re
sistance. One of its present lead
ers, Georges Bidault, who since 
1945 has several times been 
premier and foreign minister, 
was president of the National 
Committee of the Resistance dur
ing the occupation.

The Church paid a heavy toll 
for its active participation in 
the Resistance. There is no way 
to determine the number of lay. 
Catholics who were imprisoned, 
deported or executed by the Ges
tapo. But of the 200,000 French
men who were executed during 
the occupation or who died in 
concentration camps, 1,200 were 
Catholic priests. In addition 730 
priests were deported and 500 
were in prison when the country 
was liberated.

Since the war French Catho
lics have been obliged to con
tinue their battle, but against a 
different foe. Once again, as 
France commemorates the tenth 
anniversary of her liberation 
from the nazis, French Catho
lics are at the head of a strug
gle against a totalitarian enemy. 
This time, instead of pagan Na
tional Socialism, the enemy is 
atheistic communism, which pos
es an equal and perhaps even 
greater threat to (he nation’s 
Christian society.

LOUIS F. HI DEN 7.

Remove The Blindfolds
Having smashed America’s 

weak "containment” plans, the 
Communists are now set upon 
making all Americans feel guil
ty for trying to 
fend off disas
ter. The Sun
day edition of 
the Daily 
Worker ot Au
gust 22, taking 
its rue from 
Radio Moscow, 
opens up this 
new operation, 
d e s i g ned to 
shame us into 
doing nothing against the Krem
lin or its. agents here.

"Rest of World Adopting Co
Existence While U.S. Congress 
Goes Berserk” read the flaming 
headlines over the directive arti
cle which begins this new sedi
tious campaign.

The argument of the Reds is 
a simple one. The United States 
Congress, through "fear,” has 
put the brand of outlaw on the 
Soviet fifth column in this coun
try. While “this lunacy in Con
gress” is going forward, the rest 
of the Western world, the Red 
argument goes, is filled with 
"consternation” at our act. That 
Western world—and the Com
munists do not hesitate cynically 
to talk as though they were 
Americans and call the Western 
countries “our free world allies” 
—is coming to terms with Sovi
et Russia. That is, our so-called 
"allies” are surrendering more 
and more to Soviet pressure.

Realities Distorted
Since what the Reds say today 

is frequently translated into 
American life tomorrow, we will 
soon hear these arguments in a 
slightly different form from 
those gentlemen in public life 
who have been so susceptible tn 
the Red line. The outlawing o( 

the Communist Party will be de
plored, and one of the chief 
grounds will be that this mea
sure unit lose us the good will 
of our "allied nations."

The realities, which make this 
sort of talk absurd, will be sup
pressed or distorted in the daily 
press. But those realities will 
break through if clearheaded 
and patriotic Americans will ex
ert themselves tn see that the 
truth is told.

The Communists are so bold 
at this hour because the “con
tainment” policy of the United 
States—which was accompanied 
by the Stalinite slogan of "peace
ful coexistence"—has fallen into 
ruins. The preliminaries for the 
coming conference at Manila of 
the Southeast Asian govern
ments, even by the judgment of 
its friends, hold out small hope 
for any effective Pacific policy. 
The European Defense Commun
ity has ceased to exist.

Britain and Franca Desert
There is so little hope at Ma

nila because the United States 
has yielded to its “allies” and 
has excluded the best fighters 
against Communism in Asia, 
Syngman Rhee and Chiang Kai- 
shek. The European Defense 
Community has gone to pieces 
because the United States, in
stead of adopting a strong stand 
which could have won us allies, 
has dissipated its time and en
ergy by going to Geneva — as 
Moscow ordered it to do.

As a consequence, we have lost 
our allies. It is not so long ago 
that this country was flooded 
with propaganda to the effect 
that "McCarthyism” would cause 
us to lose the friendship of these 
nations. The United States Sen
ate has subsequently put Sena
tor McCarthy on trial twice and 
nur Congressional committees 
have stopped looking into sub

version in our key institutions. 
And yet, Great Britain and 
France have deserted us — the 
former, for Soviet trade and to 
keep up the bankrupt "balance 
of power” theory; the latter, be
cause of its own weakness and 
the success of Red propaganda 
against Western Germany.

The whole tragic outcome 
could have been avoided by fol
lowing the advice of Generals 
Albert Wedemeyer and Mark W. 
Clark, in giving hope to the free 
world by our breaking off all 
relations with Soviet Russia and 
its satellites. Such an act can 
still go far toward rectifying the 
present serious state of affairs 
Those nations genuinely stand
ing for freedom would then rally 
around us.

We have a right to ask: "What 
"fear” induced both houses of 
Congress by overwhelming votes 
to outlaw the Soviet fifth col
umn? That measure merely stat
ed the facts—that the Commun
ist Party is not a party but a con
spiracy. completely controlled by 
Moscow. The Daily Worker 
claims that it was “fear of the 
McCarthyites” which induced 
such action, but that is an old 
and wornout theme. When we 
look into the matter further, we 
see that it is "fear” of the Amer
ican people the Reds are talking 
about. The average American 
wants a more forthight attitude 
by the United States against So
viet aggession and the Soviet 
fifth column.

A man or nation that goes into 
a fight blindfolded is almost 
bound to lose. The blindfolds 
placed on tfie United States by 
a number of commentators will 
have to be removed. That is why 
an expansion of classes on the 
Techniques of Communism on a 
community level this coming 
season is to he welcomed.

Inquiry Corner
----------------- Father Healey—•--------------

Q. Who are the chosen people?
A. The expression is used gen

erally to refer to Old Testament 
times when the Jews were the 
race or nation selected by God 
for His work. When Christ came 
and established His Church all 
barriers were broken down and 
the Apostles were sent to “all 
nations” and "to every creature.” 
St. Paul spoke of the special 
place God has for those who serv
ed Him so well and utters a mys
terious promise of their return 
and salvation. (Romans 11:25) The 
Catholic Church is the visible or
ganization bringing God's teach
ings and graces to men and the 
members of the Mystical Body 
might be called the chosen peo
ple today.

Q. Is a "white lie” wrong? 
Aren't there circumstances where 
the whole truth is cruel and 
harmful?
A. A “white lie” is sinful and 

wrong. As St. Thomas Aquinas 
states: "A lie is of its nature 
evil ... for as words are natur
ally the sign of thought, it is un
natural and undue to signify by 
words what one has not in his 
mind.” It is not always necessary 
or good to tell the whole truth 
and under extraordinary circum
stances an “evasive reply” is per
mitted. A direct lie, no matter 
how trivial in content is always 
wnong, for it contradicts the very 
purpose of speech and implicitly 
indicates that we can decide on 
the solution of a situation in a 
way better than God’s.

Q. Whc was St. Helen?
A. Helen or Helena was an 

innkeeper’s daughter who fit the 
age of twenty-seven met and 
married a Roman officer named 
Constantius Chlorus. When their 
son was about ten years old Con
stantius was called by Diocletian 
and Maximianus Herculius to 
share the government of the Ro
man Empire. Political expedi
ence forced him to dismiss 
Helen and marry the daughter- 
in-law ot Maximianus. Later the 
son of Constantius and Helen 
became the sole master of the 
'Empire. His name was Con
stantine. He called his mother 
to him and she became a Chris
tian and is credited with the dis
covery of the True Cross in the 
excavation in Palestine. Her 
least day is August 18. She died 
at an advanced age in 329 A. D.

Q. If children are still-born 
and are baptized at the time of 
birth would they be holy souls 
in heaven?

A. Since the Church takes 
great care to insist upon baptism 
in such a case it would seem 
likely that there is good reason 
for hope. Moralists agree that 
still-born children should be

baptized if there is any hope nf 
life or it it has apparently been 
dead but a short time. There 
have been instances where child
ren apparently still-born survi
ved after hours of artificial res
piration. Since God loves child
ren even more than the parents 
do we should leave the final 
answer to God. We know that 
an infant needs only to be bap
tized to receive the supernatural 
life and if a baby dies after 
baptism, heaven is assured. 
Because of this great power In 
the Sacrament of Baptism we 
take great care to see that babies 
receive it as soon as possible 
after birth.

Q. What does the word 
“Amen" mean?

A. It comes from the Hebrew 
and means “So be it.” It is 
used in the Sacred Scriptures 
in many places as a solemn af
firmation of the solemnity of a 
statement. In our use of the 
word in prayers it often has the 
nature of a response, whereby 
the server or the people (e. g. 
the choir) express their agree
ment and union with the priest. 
A significant example would be 
the “Amen” at the end of the 
Canon of the Mass, for it ex
presses the union of the people 
with the priest in the solemn 
action of the Consecration, just 
completed.

Q. A friend of mine who be
lieves the old stories about con
vents asked me if we could per
mit inspection of them and if 
not why not? I know the stories 
are wildly false but it is hard to 
prove it to such a person.

A. Anything we have heard 
from people we trust is difficult 
to abandon. Prejudice of this 
sort, based on no evidence is dif
ficult to remove by argument or 
explanation. Relatives, friends 
and visitors have many oppor
tunities to observe convents and 
any sincere person can talk to 
nui\s in schools, hospitals and 
in their conver.ts. No convent is 
afraid of inspection, but no one 
seriously proposes such an inves
tigation. It is an American as 
well sb a Christian principle that 
no one is judged guilty until he 
is proved so and your friend 
might be impressed if you asked 
him to meet some nuns who are 
working and living in his own 
community. Most of the scandal
ous tales are told of places and 
people sufficiently remote tn 
prevent investigation. Show him 
how different the real nuns are 
from‘the fictional characters he 
has i»eard of.

Send questions to Father Ed
ward F. Healy, Inquiry Corner, 
The Catholic Times, Box 638, 
Columbus (16) Ohio.

MONSIGNOR HIGGINS

A Right To A Job
If a competent workman has 

been employed at a particular 
job for a reasonably long period 
of time, does he have a right to 

that job or to 
a compara b I e 
job in the 
same compa
ny? If so, what 
is the nature 
of that right? 
Is it, for exam
ple, the same 
as or analo
gous to a prop
erty right?

Dr. Arthur R. 
Porter, Jr. of 
Hanover C o1 - 

lege attempts to answer these 
questions in a new book, “Job 
Property Rights” (Kings Crown 
Press, Columbia University). It 
is his tentative opinion, based 
upon a case study of job controls 
in a particular branch of the 
printing industry, that the con
cept of a property right seems 
to be expanding into a new area 
—the area of individual jobs. 
These job controls, which he says 
are analogous to job property 
rights, have been brought about 
and are constantly being redefin
ed and reinforced through the 
process of collective bargaining 
between companies and unions. 
Seniority provisions in the typi
cal collective bargaining contract 
are a case in point.

In certain respects Dr. Porter’s 
little book of approximately 100 
pages leaves a great deal to be 
desired. For example, his intro
ductory summary of the history 
and meaning of the concept of 
property rights is very inade
quate from the philosophical 
point of view. Nevertheless he 
has performed a useful service 
in calling attention to a neglect
ed problem of ever-increasing 
importance in the field of so
cial ethics.

A Case In Point
This problem is a very prac

tical one in the day-to-day ad
ministration of collective baH 
gaining contracts. Recently, for 
example, it was the occasion or 
the cause of a labor dispute in 
Torrington, Conn., which had to 
go all the way up to the Connec
ticut Supreme Court of Errors 
for a final decision. There is rea
son to believe that this case will 
come to be regarded as a very 
important legal precedent in 
support of Dr. Porter’s thesis.

The case involved the job 
property rights of an employee 
of the American Brass Co. in 
Torrington. This man, who is re
ferred to in the record as Mr. 
D. was discharged hy the com
pany when it was discovered 

that he was suffering from epi
lepsy. He had already accumulat
ed 13 years of seniority and had 
earned more than half of his 
pension rights, all of which he 
would automatically lose if he 
were discharged. Nevertheless 
the company, carrying out a gen
eral policy laid down by its med
ical department, decided that he 
had to be discharged in the in
terest of safety. His particular 
job was admittedly hazardous.

The local union filed a protest, 
stating that Mr. D had been dis
charged without good cause and 
that consequently the company 
had violated the terms of its col
lective bargaining contract. In 
due course the dispute between 
the company and the local union, 
in accordance with one of the 
provisions of the contract, was 
referred to the Connecticut 
State Board of Mediation and Ar
bitration. The Chairman of thia 
Board is Monsignor Joseph Don
nelly, director of the Hartford 
Archdiocesan Labor Institute 
and one of the best informed 
priests in the United States in 
the field of industrial relations. 
The Board ruled in favor of the 
union, whereupon the case was 
appealed by the company to the 
Superior Court in New’ Haven 
County on the grounds that the 
Board had exceeded its powers. 
The Superior Court ruled in fa
vor of the company and against 
the Board. Subsequently, how
ever, the Supreme. Court of Er- 
rors vacated the order of the 
lower court and rule<^ in favor 
of the Board.

Ethically Sound
The decision of the Board—to 

return to the original subject of 
this column—seems to be based 
upon the unspoken premise that 
a man’s right to his job, under 
certain conditions, is the same 
as or analogous to a property 
right. While granting that the 
American Brass Company was 
justified in removing Mr. D from 
hisj original job—which, as al
ready noted, was admittedly haz
ardous—the Board ruled that Mr. 
D. had a right to be transferred 
to another job which he could 
handle without danger to himself 
or his fellow workers.

Monsignor Donnelly and his 
associates on the Board of Medi
ation and Arbitration are to be 
congratulated very sincerely on 
this decision. It is ethically 
sound and, from the technical 
point of view, a model of its 
kind. As suggested above, it will 
probably be cited for a long time 
to come as an important prece
dent in-the solution of similar 
cases involving jnb property 
rights.
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