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Hw Flavian Year
A Marian Year is piorlaimcrl to oc celebrated 

throughout the world on the occasion of the Inst 
centenary of the definition of the dogma of Im 
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary."

With these words our Holy Father, Pope Pius 
Ml. prothiined to all she world the beginning of 
lhe great year of tribute t< Gods Mother that will 
end this coming Wednesday.

Even at the early date, we as individuals are in 
a position to assess just what this year has meant 
to each of us. It has been a year of spiritual re
birth, a year of untold blessings and graces. We 
have strengthened those filial ties wmeh bind us 
to our Blessed Mother. We have emphasized our re
lationship to the Mother of God and ( laced before 
the world to see what Mary’s true place in the 
economy of our salvation should be.

The great feast of Mary's Immaculate Concep
tion with w’hich we will close this Marian Year will 
forever serve to remind js all of the tremendous 
spiritual event through which we have lived. With 
the celebration this Wednesday of our Mother’s 
greatest feast we are startihg a new century since 
the declaration of this dogma of honoring God 
through His Blessed Mother, May this devotion 
spread and hare its continued effect according to 
lhe mind of Christ and His Vicir on earth, our 
Holy Father.

It will be for future generations, though, to 
assess the wider, o\er-all effect of the Marian Year. 
It may be that this effect nas yet to take place. 
But we can be assured that it will take place If 
had to start in the souls of the faithful, of the 
individual child of Mary. If we. in our stock-taking, 
can assume that it did take place—then we can 
assume that it has or will take place on a scale 
so grand that it now surpasses the individual’s 
observation or prediction.

We have noted many times that each age or era 
in human events is given, by its chroniclers, a 
particular label or name. It should bp the particular 
prayer of each one of us now at the close of the 
Marian Year that this, her Year, will he of such 
significance that it will give its name to this era 
in which w? now live.

A Mission Project
Our Holy Father's mission intention for December 

is: ‘'Conversion to Christ of the high-castp people 
of India ” The division of the people of India inIn 
pastes, or classes, pach one with its nwn particular 
occupation is a part of the Hindu religion Hindu 
ism teaches that it is impossible tn rise above the 
caste into which one is horn except by death and 
rebirth

These htgh-caste people were formerly lhe priests 
and teachers of Hinduism, bin in modern times 
many of them have drifted into materialism They 
are still, however, very influential people If more 
of them were converted tn Christ. tf|?y could he 
come effective workers Io save their country from 
Communism.

Many Christian leaders in India feel that Hindu 
ism will not be ahle to stem the tide of Communism. 
While the caste system is slowly dying out, it will 
be a long time before the traditions are forgotten. 
Hence, prayer for the conversion of high-caste peo 
pie of India is very timely and very important. 
Members of the Pontifical Mission-aid societies, the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith and the 
Hnly Childhood Association will pray especially for 
this important intention

"Toy s For Tots*’
Manne Corps Reservists »n th? Columbus area 

are, at the present time, launching their annual 
Christmas campaign, ‘To;.’ for Tots

By the time th? Marine Corps Reservists end 
their “Toys for Tots" campaign -on the J 1th of 
December, they hop? to have enough toys to pro
vide gifts for all the less fortunate children in 
the Franklin County area

This yuletide season the Cub Scouts, and Ex 
plorer Scouts in Franklin County have again joined 
with the Marine Corps Reservists to insure that the 
campaign will he a success and that there will 
he no such thing as an underprivileged child who 
will he forgotten on Christmas morning

Mr. and Mrs. Public are asked to have a new or 
useable toy available on the 11th of December. On 
that date the Scouts will canvass each and every 
home in Franklin County collecting toy donations 
The Marine. Reservists will then engage in their 
iin-rmlitarv occupation of sorting and preparing the 
gifts for distribution.

Many of these Marine Corps Reservists are veter 
ans of the Korean conflict, where the Leathernecks 
established a reputation not only for their fighting 
abilities, but also for their charitable efforts in 
behalf of homeless Korean children, I-et’s help 
hem continue their charitable work

Peron And The Church
It we# hound to happen Juan D. Peron, the per 

• nmal Pretident of Argentina whose regime has 
seemed largely favorable to the Catholic Church, i* 
now complaining publicly against two Archbishops, 
a Bishop, and several priests who. according to 
*he President?. arc working against the government 
I h? Peron > tn pres:;. following its leader’s cue seems 
tn be conducting a hill ‘<ale campaign against <ei 
fain clerics, including even Cardinal Antonio Cag 
giano of Rosario.

The first reports on the situation indicate that 
Peron and his political associates arc seriously dis 
turhed h.< attempt!* to apply < atholic social prin 
noles tn certain aspects of Xigentine life, pailu 
ularly to the labor movement which has been one 
of Pernn’s chief political supports.

It is not yet clear just what the prelates and 
priests have done to provoke the denunciations 
But we will he? a peso that we have here a Latin 
Xmencan version of th? kind of trouble that us 
1; lly follows when dictators whether professedly 
friendly or openly unfriendly toward the Church 
,nd the restraints of Christian moral principles 
ntolerable It is easy to guess, too, that Peron, will 

..reuse the Bishops of "meddling in politics be 
ause that is the usual complaint when the Church 

Cnds it nrceesary to take a stand apainst jihiMh-c
That the anticlerical formula i- often convincing 

is seen in th? success Dictator Tito of Yugoslavia

has had m telhng th? world that the Catholic Hier
archy of that country is too political minded. (In 
this connection it is interesting to note that a Cin
cinnatian who recently returned from a visit to Yugo
slavia old a group at a dinner last, week that the 
Tito government “is supporting Churches, although 
not fully, as long as they stay out of politics.’’)

In a way, we might say we are even glad to 
hear of the sharp break between some Church lead
ers and a man whose policies have not found favor 
with most North Americans. Peron’s regime, recogniz
ing the fact that although almost all Argentines are 
Catholics, has granted important concessions to th? 
Church in education and in other directions, but a 
close link with a ruler like Peron is always hazard
ous for the Church because it places the Church 
in a position of seeming to endorse certain ob
jectionable aspects of the government. The Church 
in Argentina has not blessed Peron and all his 
works, but it would not be surprising if many North 
Americans think it has. The present estrangement 
could go far toward correcting that impression,

—Telegraph Register

Just Among Ourselves
Passing Commsnt Considered or Inconsiderate

Next Wednesday, December 8. is the Feast of Our 
Blessed Mother’s Immaculate Conception. The day 
rounds out the special Marian Year which was pro
claimed by the Holy Father to awaken increased 
devotion to the spotless Mother of God. and to re
mind us all of the need of availing ourselves of her 
most powerful intercession We require that inter
cession now to bring peace Io our lives and to the 
troubled world. 

♦ # ♦
She who was divinely chosen as the Mother of 

the Prince of Peace is peculiarly entitled to the 
name of Queen of Peace. God who sent His Son 
through her. and with His Son every blessing to 
mankind, will not fail to send through her the gifts 
we ask for by her intercession. They are all already 
merited for us by her Son

lhe Immaculate Conception, he it remembered, 
is Mary's own privilege. It is the special privilege ex
tended to her by Almighty God, exempting her 
from the evil heritage of original sin. The sin of our 
first father descends by natural necessity to all his 
children. It is not Adam’.; personal sin that we in
herit, hut the sin of human nature which we have 
from Adam in the condition in which he put if by 
his offence against God.

Nou, in view of the glorious destiny of th? 
Blessed Virgin, that is, her place and office of 
Mother of God, she was, by GodN eternal decree, 
kept from lhe infection which natural children of 
the human race incur al their conception. Original 
sin was not taken away from Mary; it was never 
there to take away: it was held away from her so 
that its evil never touched her at any instant of 
her existence

Let Our People Go!
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WASHIHGTOIV LETTER

Arabs' Plight Emphasized
Many people, and even n 'uis people, confuse the 

Immaculate Conception F’arv with the Virgin 
Ruth of her Divine Son. This is. of course, a sad 
mistake. While it is true that Mary was kept free 
from the taint of original sin in view' of the fact 
that God was Io become man through her, it is 
not the actual Incarnation that we mean when we 
speak of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. This con 
ception is the conceiving of Mary by St. Anne, her 
mother. For Mary had natural parents, and was 
conceived in the natural way. z

♦ » *

There appears to he some miraculous intervention 
in Mary’s conception, for it is traditionally believ
ed that Mary’s parents. Saints Joachim and Anne, 
were advanced in years when their holy child was 
conceived But, whether this h? truth nr pious leg 
end, the fact remains that th? conception w? speak 
of was not the conception of Christ, hut the concep 
tion of Mary in the Womb of St. Anne This is what 
we mean when we name the Immaculate Conception 
nf the Blessed Virgin

To he sure, the miraculous conception of Christ 
in Mary’s womb was an immaculate conception. 
That goes without saying God Himself cannot in
herit sin, for sin is the very opposite 6f God. and 
Gori cannot be the opposite of Himself. The Holy 
One conceived in Mary hy the power of the Holy 
Ghost is the all holy, all perfect Gori. There can 
he no thought or question of any sin in His concep
tion So manifest js this truth that we do not es
pecially mention it or celebrate it, for it could not 
possibly he otherwise 

« ♦ ♦
Rut Mary’s conception would have involved the 

inheriting ol original sin had God not intervened to 
exempt her from its taint. This is the special and 
glorious privilege of Mary that we commemorate 
and celebrate on the holy day we observe on De 
t ember R That date was chosen in 1854. for lhe 
official and infallible pronouncement of the truth 
of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, at least part 
ly because (he same date had been for many cen
turies the most generally chosen day for the cole 
bration of Mary’s Immaculate Conception, though in 
some parts of the Christian world the feast was 
celebrated on December 9, and in other places on 
Mav 3. Now, throughout the Church, December 8 
is the day

* ♦ •

Mary’s birth is celebrated just nine months alter 
this day of her Immaculate Conception, that is, nn 
September 8 And since it was the general custom 
of the Jews to name a child on the eighth day after 
its birth, the Church has chosen a day within th? 
octave (that is, the eight day celebration of a least) 
nf the Nativity of Mary for the honoring of her 
holy name Mary's name-day is set for September 12

lhe Concepliop of Christ is celebrated on the 
fea-J of the Annunciation, March 25. That day is 
really the feast of the Incarnation. For it was at the 
moment when lhe Blessed Virgin accepted her 
wondrous vocation, and said to God's messenger who 
had come, to tell her of it, '"Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord. Be it done to me according to thy 
word." that God became carnate; it was precisely 
then th; t "the Word was made flesh’’ in her spot
less womb

♦ K' ♦

Nine months later, that is, on December 25. we 
celebrate lhe Birth of the Word made Flesh This 
is Christ’s Birthday, lhe day always celebrated in 
the Church by Christ’s Mass or Christmas. And this 
Christmas Day commemorates th? Virgin Birth of 
Our Lord, that is. the birth of Christ into the world, 
of a virgin Mother, and without a human father.

« ♦ ♦ ’
Therefor? lhe mistaken people who contuse 

the Inimacuatc Conception and th? Virgin Birth 
must correct their mistake. These titles do not mean 
th? same thing. The Immaculate Conception refers 
to the beginning of Mary's existence The Virgin 
Birth means the Nativity of Our Ijbrd. The Immac
ulate Conception is Mary’s Conception, The Virgin 
Birth is Christ’s Birth.

• f •

We celebrate the Immaculate Conception with 
peculiar joy because in Mary our natural humanity 
is raised and honored as in no other child of merely 
human parents. We have abundant joy also in the 
truth implied in th? Immaculate Conception, that 
is. in thp fact that Gori Himself is to lake flesh 
of his truly human Mother, and so.to raise us all, 
by reason of our very humanity, to a place of most 
exalted dignity. Mad? a little less than angels, man 
is, by the Incarnation (of which the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary is pledge and promise), made, 
in one respect, something greater than the angels.

WASHINGTON — The plea ' 
sounded her? "for justice to' 
800,600 homeless Arab refugees 
now exiled from the Holy Land" 
receives underscoring from a 
document which has arrived here 
from the Near East.

The plea for justice was made 
in the report submitted by the 
Catholic Near East Welfare As
sociation on lhe occasion of the 
annual General Meeting of the ' 
Catholic Archbishops and Bish-» 
ops of the United States at the 
Catholic University of America, 
in this city. In this connection, ' 
Msgr. Thomas J. McMahon. na-$ 
Donal secretary of CNEWA said- 
the Catholic Church "still stands 
for the implementation of the 
United Nations decision for the 
internationalization of Jerusa
lem." ,

The document which has come 
to hand here goes Monsignor Mc
Mahon one better. It says that 
th? Arab refugees "novi' number 
almost 900,0(X) persons," It is a 
statement by Henry R. Labouisse, 
director of thp United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees.

Describing these unfortunate 
people, who lost their homes in 
Palestine six years ago. Mr. La- 
houissc says:

"Imagine first a represent a 
five cross section <.f the popnla-

LOHIS F. Rl DE\7.

Education
Anyone who wants encourage 

ment in the battle against com 
munism should have been with 
me m Boston on November 14. 
At Allston and 
a ♦ Arlington 
large and at
tentive audi
ences were 
present at my 
lectures. The 
hig and im
pressive thing 
about these ex
periences was 
the consider
able number of 
community leaders in each area 
who volunteered to enroll in the 
coming classes on the Tech
niques of Communism in the 
Massachusetts Capital Their de 
sire Io know about the nature 
and operations of our Red enemy 
constitutes in itself the begin
ning of the answer to Soviet 
psychological warfare.

The introduction of these class
es into Boston, which begin next 
January 4, is a new stage in the 
development of a non-partisan 
and American moral force which 
can intelligently come to grips 
with the communist line. The 
twenty classes thus far heid in 
the New York New Jersey-Phil
adelphia area have produced 
amazingly good fruit It is im
possible to turn back the tide 
of Red infiltration into our 
thinking if we do not equip 
ourselves with knowledge and 
facts about communism itself 
which will enable ms to detect 
its operation and offset them.

Internationally, the Red arm
ies of invasion are constantly 
being urged to educate them 
selves in “the great teaching of 
Marx-Engels-l^enin-Stalin." Dur
ing the past year issue after issue 
of the Cominform organ, For a. 
Lasting Peace, for> a Peoples 

♦ ion of a Near East State — 
townsmen and countrymen, shop, 
keepers, government officials, 
professional men and peasant 
farmers, and with the u over 
lOO.OOf) Bedouin, semi-nomads 
mostly living on the edge of the 
Near Eastern seas of sand. Im
agine then a third of these peo
ple—nearly 300.000 in fact—liv
ing in 58 camps, for the most 
part where they happened to be 
stranded in 1948; the others 
sharing the small houses, usually 
of one or two rooms, of their non
refugee fellows in the host coun
tries, or living in caves, tents or 
other makeshift shelters. Imag
ine further that abou half of 
the whole number consists of 
boys and girls under 15 years of 
age."

The refugees are living in 
Gaza. Jordan. Ijebanon and Syria.

In these circumstances, Mr. La
bouisse points out, and as one 
can well imagine, “the princi
ples of the United Nations are 
reduced to their hare essentials" 
among the refugees. Their free
dom to live, he notes is depend
ent on “a minimum subsistence 
ration” and on “the possession 
of a tent or a one-room hut 
whose floor space averages not 
more than three square metres 
per person "

Mr. I«abouisse points out that 
the countries in which the refu

gees now live “are relatively 
poor.” Hp says 900,000 addition
al people “are trying to live in 
countries which found it hard to 
support their own non-refugee 
populations of about six million 
persons.”

Monsignor McMahon ^aid here 
♦ hat the Catholic Near East Wel
fare Association had recently 
found it necessary to protest to 
the U.S. Government the pre
sentation of credentials by Arner- 
ic&n Ambassador Lawson to the 
President of Israel in the New' 
City of Jerusalem, “now unlaw
fully claimed as Israel’s capital.” 
The United Nations, he pointed 
out, has called for the interna
tionalization of Jerusalem, and 
its wishes and directives are be
ing ignored.

“Catholics the world over must 
not be deluded by the wave of 
propaganda in our press.” said 
Monsignor McMahnn, “atid we 
should stand firm on the ques
tion of Palestine.” "We should 
be poor heirs of the Crusaders 
if we w'ere to abdicate in this our 
day the position we have taken 
on the Holy I«ind of Jesus 
Christ,” he added

Monsignor McMahon revealed 
that, since 1948, the Pontifical 
Mission for Palestine has given 
assistance to Palestine refugees 
in the total value of $20,000,000.

vs Education
Democracy, has devoted its chief 
consideration to urging upon the 
Soviet fifth columns everywhere 
a stepping up in their Marxist- 
Leninist education.

The October 22 number of this 
directive organ is lhe latest to 
feature this subject, insisting 
that the Communis' Parties of 
the world make the “education” 
of the members one of (heir 
chief tasks.

Intensifies Fanaticism
This is training designed to in

tensify the fanaticism of the 
communists, because a leading 
item emphasized is the develop
ment of “Lenin norms of Party 
life." We who are familiar with 
Red phraseology appreciate at 
once that these words order the 
Stalinites of the world to be
come, in Stalin’s phrase, "Lenin 
figures”—that is, steeled in their 
purpose to overthrow non-Soviet 
governments, prepared to re
ceive shocks and to give, (hem, 
and also to become masters at 
deceit when penetrating "mass 
organizations."

Il is because of (his Red train
ing up to the present hour that 
the fifth column in the United 
States has played such havoc in 
the ranks of educated Americans. 
Recently there was brought to 
my attention a group of college 
seniors who were so far commit
ted to the communist line, with
out knowing what they were do
ing. that the phenomenon was 
most painful. These young per
sons. about to go out into our 
United States, were totally un
versed'in the current history of 
their country and in what dam
age the communists had wrought.

These students rushed tn de
fend the New York Times from 
the charge that this newspaper 
had given a monopoly of favor
able book reviews in the Forties 
to the “Far Eastern experts” 

misleading us on China The fact 
that this charge was confirmed 
by the report of the Librarian of 
Congress to the Senate Sub
committee on Internal Secur
ity, and embodied in black and 
white in the famous Report on 
the Institute of Pacific Relations 
was totally unknown.

But One Example
This was but one item in a 

series of examples in illiteracy 
on communism which these col
lege seniors evidence, showing 
that they are largely unfamiliar 
with the realities of the America 
of their day. But we cannot be 
too harsh on them, because this 
lack of knowledge on Red strat
egy and tactics is to<» widespread 
a feature of those adults who 
should he our country’s leaders 
in every walk of life.

We cannot underestimate, 
then, the stress placed by the 
Cominform—the successor of the 
Communist International —on 
“Marxist strategy and tactics” 
as something the communists 
must acquire. Moscow's agents 
have been able to employ these 
strategic and tactical methods, 
particularly as laid down by
Stalin in the Foundations of 
Leninism, to such good effect 
as to be able to incite too many 
Americans into a present frenzy 
of unwitting support of the com
munist line. If Moscow is to 
intensify the training of the fifth 
columns on this point, there is 
no telling how far our nation 
will be persuaded to destroy 
itself.

This tragic lack of knowledge 
can be remedied in only one 
way, by an intelligent corps of 
leading citizens throughout the 
country who have given almost 
as much attention to the study 
of communism and its operations 
as they do to other problems.

Inquiry Corner
----------------- Father Healey’——-------------

Q Why do we hare to go to 
the parish church near which 
we happen to live? Would it 
not be. better to go to the, parish 
where we used to go — where 
we know the pastor and every
body?

A. With some exceptions (e.g. 
national parishes) every Catholic 
is expected to attend the parish 
church within whose territory 
he lives. It is a great demo
cratic custom to accept territor
ial boundaries rather than class 
groupings and special friend
ships. Members of older parishes 
who find themselves in a newdy- 
organized parish are in a position 
to use their experience and 
leadership. The coming of a 
new parishioner from another 
parish always presents opportun
ities for exchange of ideas in 
parish organizations. There 
w'ould be little order in the 
Church if the responsible shep
herd (the local pastor) had def
inite boundaries but no certainty 
as to the whereabouts of his 
flock. It is important that he 
knows his flock and serve it (e g. 
Holy Communion calls, sick calls 
etc.), but that would be very 
difficult if every Catholic picked 
his parish at random. The obliga
tion in conscience of supporting 
the pastor means the pastor of 
the parish in which we live; the 
parish should be a family'and 
our loyalty should be directed 
to “our owm” parish.

Q. What can I do about con
fession? It is a terrible ordeal 
for me. I am a convert and I 
know I should go, but I can't 
force myself to go, can 1?

A. While confession should 
not be an ordeal it is necessary 
to go even if it is very difficult. 
We go to the dentist or doctor 
and follow- his directions, no 
matter how painful and diffi
cult, because we want to be 
healthy. The Sacrament of Pen
ance is designed to make us 
healthy so far as our soul is 
concerned. When He instituted 
the Sacrament, Christ stated this 
purpose and stressed the peace 
of soul which He wanted us 
to have. Only through confes
sion is that true peace of soul 
possible. Generally we overcome 
unreasonable fear of something 
by forcing ourselves to face it 
and then the thing we feared 
turns out to be far less frighten
ing than we imagined. While 
no one finds the actual confes
sion of his sins a pleasant exper
ience it can become reasonably 
easy and — in its effect — some
thing desirable. Make yourself 

MdysiGNOR HiCGTNS~

go often and you’ll overcome 
fear.

Q. How tong can nne go on 
receiving Holy Communion with
out going to confession?

A. While there is no exact 
rule about it, except that one 
must be in the state of grace to 
receive Holy Communion, there 
are definite customs. Daily com
municants usually go to confes
sion every week or every two 
weeks. It would scarcely be fit
ting to allow more than a month 
to intervene, even if one is not 
aw-are of any mortal sins. The 
Sacrament of Penance is an im
portant preparation for a worthy 
reception of Holy Communion 
and is a great help in spiritual 
grow'th on its own account as a 
Sacrament. While the old ex
treme of insisting upon confes
sion before every reception nf 
Holy Communion is to be set 
aside there should be an in
creased appreciation of the im
portance of confession.

Q. What are the terms of the 
Spanish privilege regarding Fri
day abstinence?

A. Because of her ancient 
service to the Church an indult 
was granted to Spain, releasing 
Catholics of Spain from some 
abstinence days. They ar? not 
freed of the necessity of doing 
penance, any more than a Ca
tholic who is excused or dispen
sed on a particular occasion is 
made free of penance. They 
may eat meat on Friday except 
on Fridays of Lent, Ember Fri
days and vigils.

Q. Is it not better to tell a 
small white lie rather than to 
hurt somebody's feelings or per
haps work some serious evil up
on someone by telling the truth?

No. As St. Augustine says we 
cannot tell a lie for our neigh
bor’s advantage any more than 
w'e can steal for his advantage. 
We cannot do evil that good may 
come. (Romans 3:8) Lying is nev
er permitted. It is absolutely 
forbidden because it is evil in 
itself, an abuse of the gift of 
speech, a practice most destruc
tive of mutual trust among men. 
If the whole truth will injure 
our neighbor it would be pru
dent or necessary to evade the 
question or refuse to answer. In 
exceptional circumstances an 
evasive reply, which may allow 
(he questioner to draw' a wrong 
conclusion, is permitted, hut the 
reason must he proportionate.

Send questions to Father Ed
ward F. Healey. Inquiry Corner, 
The Catholic Times, Box 636, 
Columbus (18) Ohio.

Priest Of Vision
Many years ago — in the ear

ly winter of 1923 — a young 
priest just beginning a distin
guished career in the field of 

Catholic social 
action was in
vited to con- 
s u 11 with a 
grand old man 
who was rapid
ly approaching 
the end of his 
own d i s t i n- 
guished career 
as the dean of 
the American 
labor move
ment. The 
young priest 

was Father Raymond A. McGow
an. who had only recently been 
appointed Assistant Director of 
the Social Action Department of 
the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference. The illustrious old 
man who had summoned Father 
McGowan to meet with his Exec
utive Council at the American 
Federation of Labor headquar
ters — then, as now, only four 
blocks away from the NCWC 
headquarters on Massachusetts 
Avenue in Washington — was 
Samuel Gompers, founder and 
first president of the Federation.

Father McGowan had just 
established the Catholic Confer
ence on Industrial Problems. A 
garbled news release on the pro
ceedings of lhe first meeting of 
this newf organization in Chicago 
was a little disturbing to Mr. 
Gompers. He was under the mis
taken impression that the CCIP 
was to be a separate Catholic 
union or federation of Catholic 
unions which would compete 
with the affiliates of the AFL 
for the loyalty of Catholic work
ers. After Father McGowan had 
cleared up this unfortunate mis
understanding, he went on to 
explain that the long-range pro
gram of the CCIP was an organ
ized system of labor manage
ment-government cooperation in 
American economic life. In oth
er words, almost ten years be
fore the publication of Pope Pius 
Xi’s encyclical, Quadragesimo 
Anno, he was advocating the en
cyclical program, which has since 
come to be known as the Indus
try Council Plan. Gompers was 
sympathetic with the idea, but 
unfortunately he died before he 
was ahle to do anything about 
it in a practical way.

Director's Resignation
Less than two weeks ago — to 

bring the story up to date—Fa
ther McGowan, for reasons of 
health, retired at his own re
quest as Director of the NCWC 
Social Action Department, a po
sition which he had held since 
1945. He had first served as As
sistant Director, under the fa
mous Monsignor John A. Ryan, 

for a period of twenty-five years. 
Within the limits of this column 
it is impossible even to list the 
many contributions which he has 
made to the cause of social jus
tice, at home and abroad, during 
his lifetime association with 
NCWC. We can only hope that 
the previously unpublicized story 
of his first meeting with the 
great Samuel Gompers will serve 
to illustrate a few, of the distinc
tive qualities which have con
sistently characterized his work 
in the important field of social 
action.

From the very beginning—as 
Archbishop O'Boyle pointed nut 
in announcing his retirement— 
Father McGowan proved himself 
to be a man of extraordinary 
vision. Surely it required un
usual vision to establish a Cath
olic Conference on Industrial 
Problems in the “golden” twen
ties and even greater vision to 
establish, a few years later, a 
Catholic Association for Inter
national Peace. Both of these or
ganizations and several others 
which owe their existence to his 
initiative were started at a time 
when few Americans were even 
remotely interested in the appli
cation of moral principles to do
mestic economic life and inter
national relations. It is doubtful 
if any of them w'ould have been 
established at such an early date 
except for the initiative and the 
vision of Father McGowan.

Rut if Father McGowan was 
a pioneer organizationally speak
ing, he was even further ahead 
of his time in the realm of Cath
olic social theory. Few. if any, 
of his contemporaries were as 
quick to see the logical necessi
ty of an organized system of la
bor-management-government co
operation in American economic 
life. As we have already seen, 
he was advocating the industry 
council idea long before Quad
ragesimo Anno. After Quadrages
imo Anno he was one of the 
first Americans to grasp the full 
significance of- the encyclical 
program of social reconstruction 
and one of the first to begin to 
think realistically about its ap
plication to the American econo
my. Two or three of his publica
tions stand up as being among 
the most valuable commentaries 
on the Papal program.

Father McGowan's countless 
friends among the clergy and in 
the ranks of labor and manage
ment will be happy to learn, in
cidentally, that he is not going 
into retirement in the usual 
sense of the word. He has al
ready announced that he plans 
to devote all of his time during 
the next year to the neglected 
field of inter-American Catho
lic social action. Ad multos an- 
nosl


