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<4$ Matters Stand----------------------
Joe Breig Says.

Red In The Face
Parents and relatives who inter

fere with religious vocations ought 
to be fairly red in the face now
adays—at least if they read the 
newspapers.

A Chicago man recently was 
quoted as admitting that he once 
spanked his sis
ter, name of Ma
ria Assunta Pal- 
lotta, for saying 
she wanted to 
become a Sister.

Maria did be 
come a Sister, 
and went to Chi
na as a mission
ary. A couple of 
weeks ago, the 
Pope proclaim _________ _____
ed her a saint. She is now Blessed 
Maria Assunta.

Another case is that of Father 
Sharbel Makhlouf, the Lebanese 
shepherd who became first a 
monk, and finally a hermit.

Young Makhlouf, who was bap
tized Joseph, left home early in life 
to enter a nearby monastery in the 
mountains of Lebanon.
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His uidowed mother, his bro
thers and sisters, and I believe 
other relatives also, went to the 
monastery and begged him to re
turn to his home. He refused, and 
never again sau a relative.

Father Sharbel spent 23 years 
as a hermit, praying and fasting, 
and offering his Masses with great 
devotion. In 1898, on Christmas 
Eve, he died. .

He was buried in a rocky tomb 
near the monastery, and that was 
that until 28 years later In 1927, 
the superior of the monastery, Fa
ther Younez. was awakened by a 
voice saying, '‘Open my tomb."

Father Younez thought he was 
dreaming, but twice more he was 
awakened in the same way. The 
third time, the voice said urgently:

"You must open my tomb. I am 
Father Sharbel.’’

When the tomb was opened, Fa
ther Sharbel's body was found in
corrupt, warm and flexible. It ex
uded a kind of perspiration of 
blood and water, which gave forth 
a beautiful fragrance.

Father Younez covered Father 
Sharbel's face with an amice — a 
white cloth worn by priests while 
offering Mass. When he lifted it 
later, he reported, he found Father 
Sharbel's image imprinted on the 
linen.

Pilgrimages began, and hundreds 
of miraculous cures were reported, 
not only by Catholics, but by Mo
hammedans. Many conversions and 
returns to the sacraments also took 
place.

The Church now is investigating 
Father Sharbel s virtues, with a 
view to proclaiming his holiness. 
What blessings woujd have been 
lost to mankind had his family had 
its way!

There is nothing very new, of 
course, about the foolishness of rel
atives. Saint after saint has had 
to override loved ones for love of 
the infinitely lovable one, God.

And God alone knows how many 
who might have been saints fell 
short of that sublime achievement 
because they were overcome by 
had advice and nagging of rela
tives.

A most curious aspect of all this 
is that sometimes the objecting 
ones are themselves practicing 
Catholics — even apparently pious 
Catholics.

They believe in the Faith, they 
observe it in a comfortable kind 
of way. but they are shocked in 
the presence of the desire to go 
all the way with Christ.

They love God, or want to love 
Him. but they love their children 
more Rather, they love themselves; 
and they do not want to sacrifice 
their children's company either for 
God’s sake or for the children’s.

And what do they offer to the 
youngstets in exchange for their 
immortal souls? Oh. some imhecel 
ic bauble like social position, or 
money, or fame (their names in 
the newspapeisi something like 
that

The vision of permanent achieve
ment. of eternal success, is beyond 
the grasp of these little minds.

For myself, I’d hate to think 
that on Resurrection Day I might 
find myself standing in the crowd 
and hearing Christ proclaim that if 
only I hadn't behaved like a half 
wit. one of my sons or daughters 
would that moment be a member 
of the select company of the great 
saints
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H. C. Wollam and Son, Realtors 
at 2460 Northwest Blvd., are an
nouncing the appointment of Fran 
cis H. Craft to their sales staff. 
Mr, Craft was formerly with the 
wholesale coal industry, hav
ing served the Columbus and cen 
tral Ohio markets as sales repre
sentative for a West Virginia firm

.Mr. Craft will specialize in the 
sale of homes and investment prop 
erties in the Arlington, Grandview 
and Clintonville areas He resides 
with hts wife and children at 1659 
Westwood Ave. ADV.
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Reds Use New 
Lies To Block 
Priests' Work

SAIGON, Vietnam — (NC) 
— A Vietnamese priest, writ
ing from North Vietnam to a 
friend, discloses that the com
munist Vietminh oblige him to 
do forced labor eight hours a 
day carrying heavy loads.

The parish had some rice
land revenue from which it 
helped to support the school 
and church. This is usual in North 
Vietnam parishes. The Vietminh 
seize on it as a pretext for perse
cuting priests as “landlords.”

"Being listed as a landlord, I 
can go nowhere and am forbidden 
to enter people's houses,” the 
priest writes. “I find it very diffi
cult to attend sick calls. It is im
possible to make rounds of the 
Catholic villages for Mass and the 
Sacraments."

It has been pointed out to the 
Vietminh that priests don't own 
the parish fields personally, but 
the land is used by the church 
for the benefit of local Catho
lics. The Vietminh still insist on 
penalising priests as landlords, 
requiring them to pay huge tax
es.
"Soon it will be time to pay my 

lax," the priest remarks in his let 
ter, "but there's been no crop. The 
tax on the landlord is unbelievably 
heavy. Many of the Catholics 
would help me, but if they did, 
they'd he accused of being in touch 
with a landlord. That’s a crime.’’

He tells of another priest worse 
off than himself. He was asserted 
to owe enormous debts, which it 
is impossible to pay. He had to 
carry his odds and ends of furni 
Hire to a local market to sell them, 
but the people were forbidden Io 
buy them. Then he was bound and 
taken away for failure to pay.

Another priest is forbidden to 
live in his house or even in the 
sacristy, because he is a “land
lord ’* He is now living in a cottage 
outside the church, and nobody is 
allowed to visit him. Some Cath 
olios asked the Vietminh for per
mission for him to say Mass The 
result was unknown when the let 
ter was written.

The other priests are confined to 
one house, but forbidden to talk to 
each other.

Christmas Parties Planned At A Hospital

Membars of the Columbus Committee, NCCS, are preparing for two Christmas parties to ba given 
for patients at the Chillicothe VA Hospital soon. Pictured above preparing some of the decorations 
and gifts are, left to right, Miss Viola Ricci, Michael McGee, Miss Christine Ricci, Miss Theresa Selegue 
and Raymond Wildi.

A musical

Holy Rosary unit of the

210 at the Hospital 
patients will be en

ic Community Service are 
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ninistration Hospital. The
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first
>arty, under the auspices of the 
idministrative committee of the 
QCCS. is scheduled for Friday, 
Tec. 10, at 7:30 p, m ir the dining 
lalj of Bldg. 
)ne hundred

program and carol 
inging, in which patients will par 
icipate. has been arranged and 
■andy and gifts will be distributed. 
Assisting on the arrangements 
■ommittee are Miss Theresa Se 
egue, Miss Patti McBride. Miss Viola 
licci. Miss Christina Ricci. Mich 
lel McGee. Tony Panico, Raj Wildi, 
md Michael Murphy.

Home matte cookies for the so 
“ial hour will be contributed by 
he Catholic Charities committee of 
he St. Joseph Cathedral PCCW tin
ier the direction of Mrs. Charles 
¥. Scott. In addition, cookies will 
»e contributed by the Catholic 
harities committee of St. Joseph 

larish, Circleville, under the di 
ection of Mrs. J. C. Rader, chair- 
nan. Miss Margaret Gallen will 
erve as chairman of the social

The
sICCS will sponsor the second party 
o he held Sunday, Dec. 12. at 
1:00 p m. in Bldg 211 of the hos- 
>ital. Mr. and Mrs. |,arry Bott are 
•hairmen with Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Randolph and Mr and Mrs. Wili
am Underwood, co-chairmen.

The elementary choral group of 
orty students of Holy Rosary 
School will sing carols for the one 
wndred veterans after which they 
vill sing carols throughout the 
jospital wards.

Candy and gifts will be distribut
ed by the chairmen and their as- 
listing committee comoosed of Mr. 
ind Mrs. Robert Stover, Mr. 
ind Mrs. James Hayes. Mr. and 
'4rs. J. v. Pfadt, Mr. and Mrs E.

Herbert. Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Kappes, Mr. and Mrs. Louis M. 
!’rench. Mrs. William J. Lawless 
ind Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Hinter-

Ohio-------------
New® In Brief

SPRINGFIELD—In his remarks 
at the third annual convention 
of the Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic men. Archbishop Karl 
J. Alter called for “an intellect
ual climate in which we can pro
pose certain remedies” to exist
ing injustices in the field of edu
cation. One of the remedies, he 
said, would be to put welfare pro
rams such as health and lunches 
under a county or state welfare 
department.

YOUNGSTOWN — The effective 
integration of some 3.000 Porto 
Ricans into the life of the com
munity here drew praise from Fa-, 
ther Edward Kailholz. C SS R. a 
missioner on the islands for the 
past nine years. After a visit to 
Youngstown's Porto Rican Center. 
Father Kailholz said, “The Porto 
Ricans are no strangers any more: 
they take part in civic endeavors, 
they meet other Youngstowners on 
an equal and friendly basis.”

CLEVELAND—Archbishop Ed
ward F. Hoben last week denoun
ced movie immorality and "ir
responsible’’ persons who are 
trying to destroy movie censor
ship. At the same time, two of
ficials of the so-called “Group 16’’ < 
were out on bail on charges of 
exhibiting a movie banned by 
Ohio censors. Victor Salupo, a 
co-director of Group 16. one of 
the arrested, said his aim is to 
fulfill the “cultural needs” of the 
group members.

-------------------- o--------------------  
Strange, Isn't It?

A eymc nicks at everything but 
sin.

achied. The women of this group 
will provide home made cookies 
and refreshments for the Christ
mas party. Mr. and Mrs. I^inter- 
schied will direct the program.

Vermont Acts To Clear | Hi?h Kfn,?
. Indians Io Pay

Church - State Problems I 20< A Month
MONTPELIER. Vt. — (NC) — In an effort to clear up con

fusion over religious practices in Vermont schools. State’s At
torney General F Elliot Barber, jr., has sent a preliminary 
memorandum on the subject to the State Department of Edu
cation.

The main points of the memorandum are as follows:
1. Religious groups may hire public school buildings for 

their activities, provided they pay expenses for use of the plant 
and provided facilities are offered equally to all denominations.

2. Teachers may read from the 
Old Testament of the Bihle and 
lead recitation of the Lord's Pray
er. without commenting on them. 
Mr. Barber held this is both Con
stitutional and lawful under Ver
mont statutes. He recommended 
adoption of a policy that would 
make it "a preferable practice" to 
use the accepted text of the Old 
Testament instead of “the more 
ccgitroversial and varying texts of 
the New Testaments.”

3. It is lawful for a member of 
the clergy to recite general type

prohibited to teach their creeds 
to public school children on public 
school property during public 
school hours.

The religion-in-the schools is
sue flared up during the last elec
tion campaign in Vermont. The 
controversy started when Paul 
Blanshard. author of anti-Catholic 
literature, questioned the right of 
an Evangelical group to teach in 
Thetford schools.

MADRAS. India — (NC) — Want 
to rent a new house for 20c a 
month? Some 100 slum-dwelling 
families here will have that rare 
opportunity if a bold housing pro
gram by Archbishop Luis Mathias 
of Madras-Mylapore becomes a 
reality.

The French born, Salesian pre
late has announced plans for build
ing homes for the poor in two sec
tions of the city. He expects that 
100 of these homes will be ready 
by the end of 1955.

The homes will be rented to 
qualified families at the nominal 
charge of 20c a month, the Arch
bishop announced. Of course, they 
will be very modest dwellings and 
cost an average of only $70 apiece.

Hot Stuff
People who salve their con

science are just greasing the pan 
for an eternal fry.

... .. . ~■.. > ■■■■—■A
prayers at baccalaureate services 
held in public schools.

4. The State may not use the 
school system or governmental 
machinery as a medium for sectar
ian worship or instruction even by 
tolerance. The Attorney Genera^ 
noted this might he interpreted as 
apparent approval of such sect by 
the governmental agency con
cerned.

5 The Legislature vould write 
a law permitting transportation 
of parochial school children in 
public school buses without vio
lating the Federal Constitution.

6 While the State at present 
cannot use State funds for trans
portation of parochial school stu
dents, it mav allow them to ride in 
buses which are necessarily fur
nished for public school students. 
He specified that parochial school 
students could ride only if such 
transportation did not increase 
transportation costs and pointed 
out that school directors should be 
able to prove the practice did not 
mean added expense.

These principal points in the 
Attorney General’s clarification of 
the subject of religious activities 
in the schools will be sent to all 
school directors and superintend
ents in the state to be used as a 
guide in such matters, it was an
nounced by Education Commis
sioner A John Holden. Jr.

It was stated that the supple
mentary opinion does not change 
the Attorney General's ruling some 
time ago that sectarian groups are
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